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ADVERTISEMENT 



THESE accounts iare printed with a view to give 
to all well-wilhers of the caufe of God » 
earth, who have hitherto affifted the Brethren's 
Society for the Furtherance of the Gofpel, in pro- 
moting a work fo much beyond their own abilities* 
a more early account of the progrefs of the Miffions* 
eftabliflied by the Brethren, than could be done 
hitherto by the communication of the manufcript 
extra&s of letters and diaries received from the 
Miffionaries. The Brethren do not wifh, by a pub- 
lication of this kind, to emblazon their own deeds, 
or to exhibit to the world a pi&ure of their atchieve- 
ments. The demand made upon them by their 
friends and affiftants in the caufe, to be furnifhed 
with an early account of its progrefs, h but juft* 
and the compliance therewith nothing but a duty 
di&ated to them by gratitude. Thefe confiderations 
have at length, overcome their obje&ions to print, 
and they hope that the following ftieets will be no 
unwelcome prefent to their friends, and perhaps 
* caufe fome well-difpofed perfons, hitherto unac- 
quainted with the fubje&, and into whole hands 
they may accidentally fall, to glorify God, and 
magnify his faving grace. In full confidence there- 
fore that He, in whofe fervice we ftand, will alfo blefs 
this endeavour to promote His glory on earth, this 
JFirft Number is prefented to all that pray for the 
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coming of the kingdom of Chrift, and take an a&ive 
fhare in its profperity. 

Nor can the Society for the Furtherance of the 
Gofpel omit this opportunity of returning their fin- 
cereft thanks unto all thofe friends, who have hither- 
to afltfled them in their labors j praying, that they 
may be abundantly blefled by the Lord, who has 
promifed, that whoever does the fmalleft fervice to 
the meaneft of his children, fliall in no wife k>fe his 
reward. 



No. 10, NcviPs-court, 
Fftttr-Iane. 
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PERIODICAL ACCOUNTS, 



INTRODUCTION. 

THE Church of the United Brethren Iiave, ever fincc 
the year 1732, been a&ive in preaching the Gofpel to 
different heathen nations ; and though the attempts made in 
this view have in fome parts been fruitlefs, yet, in general, 
God has blefled their feeble endeavours with unexpected fuc- 
cefij. There are at prefent one or more Miflions eftablifhed 
in Greenland, in Labradore, in North America, among the 
Indians •, in South America, among the Free and Slave Ne- 
groes and Indians ; and in Jamaica, Antigua, St. Kitt's, Bar- 
faadoes, and the three Danilh Iflands, St. Thomas, St. Croix, 
and St. Jan, among the Haves* — Befides thefe fettlements 
now in being, attempts were made in different parts of thc- 
Eaft Indies, at the Cape of Good Hope, in Guinea, and 
among the Calmucks in Afia, which, through various cir- 
cumftances, have hitherto been rendered fruitlefs. At the 
Cape of Good Hope, the Million, begun in 1737 among the- 
Hottentots, was in a promifing condition, when the Bre- 
thren were under the neceffity of abandoning it in 1745* 
A more circumftantial account of all thefe Miflions may be 
feen in feveral publications, fuch as Cran2*5 Hiftory of the 
Brethren, and of the Miflion in Greenland — Oldendcrp't 
Hiftory of the Miflion in the Danifli Weft India Iflands — 
Lofkicl's Hiftory of the Miflions in North America (the two 
latter not tranflated into Englilh), and feveral fmaller Tra&s 
and Pamphlets publifhed in England, giving an account of 
the labor of the Brethren among the Heathen. The Mif- 
fions that flourifh moft at prefent, are thofe in Greenland, 
Antigua, and the Danifh Weft India Iflands. 

It may be here neceflary to fay a few words concern- 
ing the motive of the Brethren in undertaking fo vaft a 
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work. Every candid obfcrvcr will fee, by the flighteft adi 
quaintance with the proceedings of the Brethren in the be- 
ginning of the Miffions in Greenland and St. Thomas, which 
are more largely defcribed in the above-mentioned works, 
that the love to Chrift alone^ and the ardent wifh that his 
faving Gofpel might be known unto all men, di&ated the 
firflt idea. To the grace of God alone they afcribe the zeal 
and perfeverance with which the work was begun, and car- 
ried on. This enabled the firft Miffionaries to defpife all 
hardfhips and fufferings, and gladly to meet reproach and 
death itfelf ; thinking themfclves amply rewarded, if, by 
their labors, a few were brought to the knowledge of a Sa- 
viour, and the h'opes of everlafting life. Their motives re- 
main the fame to this day. As to the perfons employed, the 
Brethren found no objection to fend Miffionaries, who had 
not received a learned education, provided they, in their 

' degree, anfwered the description given of the Apoftles fcnt 
forth by our bleffed Saviour himfelf, to go into all the world, 
and preach the Gofpel to every creature ; who, though men 
of mean extraction, and no human learning, were never- 
thelefs endowed with the Spirit of God, and taught to know 
his will concerning man's falvation, by diligently fearching 
the Holy Scriptures, and experiencing the divine effe&s of 
the Gofpel in their own hearts. \ To prevent all di (order 
and offence, the Miffionaries are regularly ordained by the 
Bifliops of the Brethren's Church. 

/ No Brother is ever compelled or even perfuaded to go as ft 
"Miffionary among the Heathen ; nor has any one, in the paft 
or prefent time?, been employed in the fervice of the Miffions* 
who did not with full convi&ion of heart ardently defire it, 
before ever called by the Bifliops or Elders of the Church, 
who always enquire ftri&ly into the motive of fuch a defire. 
When, therefore, any Member of the Brethren's Church 
finds an impulfc in his heart to ferve the Lord among the 
Heathen, he makes known his wifh to the Elders of the 
Church ; and if thefe are convinced of the fincerity of his 
motives, he is confidered as a candidate, and, whenever 
Miffionaries are wanted, called forth to the labor ; but even 
then never compelled to accept of the call. / 
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A* to the means by which the Brethren are enabled to 
fupport this extenfive undertaking, it muit firft be obferved, 
that no Fund whatsoever exifts for the purpofe, but they 
rely upon the active willingneft of the Members of the 
Brethren's Congregations in Europe and America, to pro- 
mote the work of the Lord according to their ability. How- 
ever, the voluntary contributions, which are collected half- 
yearly, would by no means anfwer to the many and heavy 
expences attending it, if God did not raife, in different 
places, friends and well-wifhcrs to his caufe, who, by often 
unexpected donations, aflift from time to time. But even 
this would not fuffice, if, oh the other hand, the Million* 
aries and their affiftants did not make it their concern to be 
as frugal as poffible. Without neglecting their duty in 
preaching the Gofpel, vifiting the Heathen in their dwell- 
ings, &c. they do their utraoft to earn fomething towards 
Jtheir own fupport. In St. Thomas, where the firft Miffioa 
was attempted in 1732, fuch regulations have now been 
made, that the Miflionaries can nearly fubfift by the work of 
their own hands, fo that they require little extraordinary 
afliftance befides the expences attending the journeys and 
voyages of the Miflionaries to and fro. Other Millions are 
yery expenfive. No falary is fettled upon any Miflionary, 
nor is there any profpect of their gaining any pecuniary ad- 
vantage, but they are provided with food and raiment. To 
fee abiding fruits of their miniftry is their great reward. 
Some Brethren are appointed by the general Synod, to care 
for the external exigencies of the Millions, and they are 
^ffifted by the Brethren's Society for the Furtherance of the 
Gofpel in London, and the Society for propagating the Gof- 
pel among the Heathen, formed by the Brethren in North 
America. 

In preaching the Gofpel to the Negroes^ and to all other 
Heathen nations, the Brethren endeavour to follow the ex- 
ample of the apoftle Paul, who was determined to know no* 
thing among them, fave Jefus, and him crucified. They have 
experienced how little is effected by firft endeavouring to 
enlighten their reafon, by proving the exiftence and attri- 
butes 0/ a juft God, and from thence enforcing moral duties, 
\n order the better to prepare them to receive {he doctrine of 
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the atonement, and to fliow its nccefliry : For after many 
years unfuccefsful labor, they found, -that the plain tcfti- 
mony concerning the death and paflion of Jefus Chrift the 
Son of God, together with its caufe and happy confequences y 
delivered by a Miffionary touched with an experimental 
fenfe of it, is the fureft way of enlightening the benighted 
mini's of the Heathen, in order to lead them afterwards, by 
degrees, into all truth. They therefore make it a rule, never 
to enter into an extenfive difcuffion of the do&rines of God's 
being an infinite Spirit, of the Holy Trinity, &c. nor do 
they feek to open the underftandings of the Heathen in 
thofe points, until they believe in Jcfus, and the word of the 
Crofs has proved itfclf the Power of God unto falvation, by 
the true converfion of their harts. Both in the beginning 
and progrefs of their ii.ftru&ions, the Miffionaries endea- 
vour to deliver themfelves as plainly and intelligibly to the 
faculties of their hearers as polfible, and the Lord has given 
his bleffing even to the moft illiterate, who went forth in re- 
liance upon Him, to learn the various difficult languages of 
the' Heathen, fo as to attain to great fluency in them. One 
great difficulty arifes indeed from the new ideas and words, 
in exprefling the divine truths, neceflary to be introduced 
into them \ but even this has been furmounted through the 
grace of God. 

When the Heathen begin to be convinced of the want of 
a Saviour, and the neceflity of converfion, they generally 
apply to the Miffionaries for further advice and inftruftion, 
defiring their names to be written d6wn. They are then, 
after fome trial, confidered as candidates for baptifm : and 
if by their behaviour they prove their faith in Jefus Chrift, 
and renounce the works of the devil, they are (after previous 
inftruftion) baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, in jhe prefence of the whole congregation j 
having previou% anfwered feveral queftions put to them 
publicly concerning their faith. By proceeding thus with 
great caution, and enquiring ftri&ly into their true motives, 
when they make application to be baptized, the Brethren, 
indeed, find the number of their converts to increafe but 
flowly; but, on the other hand, haVe the pleafure to fee 
that the baptized (how a thorough change of heart, by 
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fecklng to regulate their lives in all thing* as becometh trtK 
Chriftians* Children of baptised parents are baptized as 
infants, bat ttot thofc of the un-baptized, there being no 
hopes that fuch will be educated in the fear and admonition 
of the Lord. 

/< All perfons baptized in othet chriftiatt denominations, if 
they join the Brethren's church, are received folemnly and 
publickly into their feltowfliip, but not te-baptised. Before 
they are admitted to the Lord's Supper, all poffible pains are 
taken to learn to know them more thoroughly as to their in* 
ward ftate^ and they muft truly (how, by their outward de- 
portment, that they have not received the grace of God in 
vain. They are firft admitted to further inftruftion as can* 
didates \ and then confirmed. // 

With regard to the inftru&ions they receive, it muft be 
obferved, that the Miffionaries do not infift upon their 
learning much by rote ; indeed circumftances would forbid 

- fuch attempts, especially among the Negro-Haves. There* 
fore fuch portions of the Holy Scriptures, as are moft necefr 
fary forlnftrudion, are read and explained to them hi their 
own language : The Harmony of the Four Evangelifts, fome 
parts of the Epiftles of the Apoftles, fome of the Pfalms of 
David, with other portion* of the Old ?nd New Teftament, 
and many Hymns of prayer and praife, are tranflated into 
the Greenland, Delaware, Arawack, Creol, and other lan- 
guages. In every exhortation, fermon, homily, or difcourfe, 
a text of Scripture is laid as the foundation. The texts ap- 
pointed in the Brethren's Church for each day in the year 
are, from time to time, explained to them, and by thefe 
means they learn a great number of Scripture texts ; and 
the Helpers (of whom hereafter) quote them often in their 
exhortations to the congregation, with great propriety. The 
children of free Heathen are particularly attended to and in- 
ftru&ed by the Miffionaries, and many South and North 
American Indian and Greenland children have learnt to 
read, and alfo fomething of arithmetic, in regular fchools, 
but the fituation of the children of the flaves in the Weft 
Indies puts it out of the power of the Miffionaries to ad 
herein according to their willies ; however, they learn to 
repeat texts tsf Scripture and hymns* All thefe Heathen to 
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whom the Brethren preach the Gofpel, learn very foon to 
fing hymns, and delight in it. They are likewife tatfght to 
fay the Lord's prayer, but not defired to learn any other 
prayer by rote, as a fenfe of want will teach bed how, and 
for what things, to pray. Before admiffion either to holy 
baptifm or the Lord's Supper, the nature of thefe ordinances 
is explained from Scripture, and they are taught to under- 
ftand, and anfwer, the queftions put to them in the prcfencc 
of the congregation. 

As the Miffionaries cannot be fatisfied merely to have 
thus carefully led the baptized till they are made partakers 
of the Holy Communion, but are defirous to fee them prove 
an hpnor to the Gofpel, and walk worthily of it throughout 
their whole future life, an unremitting perfeverance and 
continual attendance upon every individual is required. But 
it would be importable for the Miffionaries, however affidu- 
ous, to encompafs this work alone, in large and difperfed 
congregations t and therefore Helpers, or Affiftants, are ap- 
pointed from amoiij the converts. Thefe are pcrfons of 
both fexes, approved by the congregation as true believers, 
unblameable in their deportment, and to whom the reft na- 
turally look up as to patterns. They are chofen by the Mif- 
fionaries, and watch diligently the courfe of the people en* 
truftcd to them ; the men having the care of the men, and 
the women of the women. They aflift in vifiting the fick, 
preferving peace, &c. and make a report to the Miffionaries 
at ftated times, or whenever occafion requires j but efpecially 
before prayer-days, or thofe Sundays on which baptifm it 
adminiftered, and before the Lord's Supper. But if, on 
account of this feeming pre-eminence, they ihould grow 
high in their own conceit, they would confequently be ren- 
dered ufelefs, and be difcharged from their office. Servants 
are likewife appointed of the fame defcription, who attend 
to good order in the Chapel, &c. 

Befides the conferences with the Helpers, the Miffionaries 
and their wives fpeak with each of the baptized and com- 
municants individually, the Miffionaries with the men, and 
their wives with the women, at appointed feafons; giving 
them advice, and gradually inculcating into their minds, the 
falutary precepts given us in Holy Writ, for a godly life and 
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Convcrfation. If any one negle&s to vif-t the Miffionaries, 
and fpeak with them concerning the ft ate of their fouls, and 
no particular hindrance can be alleged, it is always con- 
sidered as a fign of backfliding and a guilty confeienpe, an.d 
not one remains unnoticed. 

It would be tedious to enter into a detail of all the dif- 
ferent meetings of the congregations and their diviCons; 
and it may fuffice to fay, that Sundays, feftival fcafons, and 
other folemnities, as appointed in Chriftcndom in general, 
and in the Brethren's Church in particular, are attended to 
and kept with the grcateft poffible punctuality. Whoever 
knows the fituation of the flaves in the Weft Indies will of 
courfe not expeft that the B;e:hren have it in their power to 
infill upon their doing no manner of work on Sundays ; but 
yet the fervice of the Church, which is regulated fo as to fuit 
their time, is fo well attended in moll ptaces, that there is 
no reafon to complain. In other miffions where there are 
regular, fettlements, every thing is rendered more cafy. 
Every fourth Sunday is called a Prayer-day. The Lord's 
Supper is adminiftered according to circumftances, in fome 
places every month, in others every quarter of a year. It 
mult be further obferved,' that the Miffionaries have found 
great utility in meeting the different divifions of the congre* 
gation at certain times alone, and difcourfing to them in * 
manner intelligible unto and proper for them, according to 
the hieafure of their underftanding. Thus there are meet- 
ings for the communicants; the baptized not as yet commu- 
nicants; the candidates for baptifm ; the widowers ano} 
widows ; the married people ; the fingle men ; the fingle 
women ; and the children ; in which the excellent rules con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures, for every liation of life, are 
inculcated for their obfervance. 

As it is required of all believers, that they prove their 
faith by their work$x the Brethren teach, that no habit of fin, 
in any land or place, nor any prevailing cuftom whatever, 
can be admitted as a plea for behaviour not conformable to 
the moral Law of God given unto all mankind. Upon the 
fulfilment of this the Miflionaries inGft everywhere. Every 
thing alfo that is r accounted decent and virtuous among 
Chfiftiaris is inculcated into the minds of the people. 
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Drunkennefe, adultery, whoredom, forcery, theft, anger* 
and revenge, and all other works of the flcfli, enumerated 
by our Lord and his Apoftles, as proceeding from the heart, 
being plain proofs that a man is altogether unconverted, or 
relapfed into Heathcnifm and idolatry, it follows of courfe, 
that any one guilty of thcfe things is put away from the 
congregation, and not re-admitted, before a true and (incert 
repentance is apparent, and the offence done away. But it 
is not fufficient that the believers abftain from open fin ; their 
private behaviour in their families, and in every occurrence 
in life, muft prove a thorough change of heart and prin- 
ciple* \ and it muft be owned, to the praife of God, that this . 
change is vifibly effe&ed in many thoufand converted Hea* 
then. Indeed the believing Negroes, in Antigua and other 
places where the Brethren have Miifiops, are fo much under 
the influence of a variety of circumftances that attend a ftate 
of flavery, that it may perhaps feem more difficult to cffcQ. a 
change of cuftoms and pra£tices, and to enforce a fteady 
Chriilian conduit in all cafes among them, than amongft 
free Heathen j but yet the grace of God has prevailed, as it 
at prefent evident in feveral thoufand Haves in different 
iflands. It may not he improper to dwell more particularly 
upon the condu£ of the Miffionaries among the Negro 
(laves, efpecially as die 10th book of Cranz's Hiftory of 
Greenland defcribes very minutely the mode by which the 
Miffionaries proceed among free Heathen \ which indeed it 
everywhere the fame as to eflentials. 

The Miffionaries have frequent occafion to fee, with for-? 
row, how deeply the habit-of (in, and the tendency to excufc 
it, is rooted in the minds of the Negroes, who, when uncon* 
verted, are particularly given to an unbounded gratification 
of every fenfual luft. 

On this account it becomes the more needful to watch, 
and pot to fufffer the leaft deviation from the right path t# 
remain unnoticed. in the believers. It has been before ob- 
ferved, that baptifm is adminiftered to none but to fuch in 
whom a thorough converfion of heart is already perceptible* 
As foon as they are confidered as candidates for baptifm* 
they are fubjeft to the difcipline of the Church, by which, if 
they offend| apd private admonitiou and.reproof h^re uot the 
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ifefired e&&, they we excluded from die fellowflup of the 
reft, though they may attend public fervice; and every 
means is (till faithfully applied to bring them back. A 
communicant having given offence, is not admitted to the 
Lord's Supper* This discipline has, by God'4 blefltng, had 
fo good an cffe&, that many a believing Negro would rather 
fmfFer the fevereft bodily puniihment, than be excluded. If 
they confefs their fins, and heartily repent of diem, they are 
willingly, and according to the offence, either privately, or 
in the prefence of a part, or the whole of the congregation, 
re-admitted to the fellowship of the Church. The believing 
Negroes are not fuffered to go to any place where the Heathen 
meet for the fake of feafting, dancing, and gaining, &c and 
die ufual plea of not entering into the finful part of thefc 
diverfions is never admitted, as the leaft ftep towards vice 
and immorality generally plunges them, by degrees, into 
grofc fins. The hankering after the vain traditions of their 
forefathers is already confidered as a falling Toff from that 
love to the Lord Jefus, and his dodrines, which once 
prompted them to forfakc all unrighteoufnefs, and to devote 
themfelves wholly unto God. And if they perfift in evil 
ways, the faithfuloefs due to the reft of the flock, on the 
part of the Miffionaries, demands their Reparation, left they 
Jfcould feduce others. 

^ The polygamy of the Heathen has caufed no fmall embaiw 
' raiment to the Miffionaries. The following is a fhort ac- 
count of the Brethren's manner of treating the Heathen ia 
this particular : 

When a Heathen man or woman applies, as above de- 
fcribed, to be baptized, or received into the congregation! 
ftrifi inquiry is made concerning every circumftance attend- 
Jog his or her fituation and connexions in life. If it ia 
found that a man t^as more than one wife, the queftion 
arifes, hovr the Brethren have to advife him in this particu- 
lar : Paul lays, If any brother have a wife that believeth not, 
that is yet an Heathen, and (he be pleafed to dwell with him, 
let him not put her away, i Cor, vit. ai. But again he (ays, 
a Bifhop rauft be blamelefs, the hifband of one wife, 
X Tim Ul 2. We read of no further precept in the Holy 
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Scriptures concerning this fubjeft. The Brethren therefore 
were of opinion, that Miflionaries fliould keep ftri£Hy to 
the following refolutions : 

i. That they could not compel a man who had, before his 
conversion, taken more than one wife, to put away one or 
more of them without her or their confent. 

2. But yet that they could not appoint fuch a man to be 
a Helper, or fenrant, in the Church. • 

3. That a man, who believeth in Chrift, if he marry, 
fliould take 6nly one wife in marriage, and that he is bound 
to keep himfelf only to that woman, till death part them. 

The inftances that a man has three wives are few. AH 
concubines muft of courfe be put away without exception. 
Befides this, the Miflionaries lofe no opportunity of inftrud- 
ing the married people how to walk in this ftate conformably 
to the rules laid down in Holy Writ ; and every deviation 
from them is feverely cenfured. If any baptized man leaves 
his wife, and takes another, or takes one or more wives be* 
fides the firft, or in cafe he has had two, and one dies, mar- 
ries another, he is excluded the fellowihip of the Church. 
Neither can the Brethren admit of the Heathenifh cuftoms 
in courting; but they expe£k, that in cafe a believer wifli to 
marry, he do all things in a decent and Chriftian manner. . ■" 

It is of courfe expeQed, that all baptized parents educate 
their children in the fear of the Lord, (howing them a good 
example. If by a fale of Negroes by audion, or in any other 
way, wives are torn from their hufbands, or hufbands from 
their wives, and carried off to diftant iflands, though the 
Brethren do not advife, yet they cannot hinder a regular 
marriage with another perfon ; efpecially if a family of 
young children, or other circumflances, feem to render a 
helprnatc neceflary; and if (as is moftly the cafe) no hopes 
remain of the former ever returning. A certificate of bap- 
tifm is given to every baptized Negro, who muft thus leave 
the congregation ; and there have been inftances, that by 
their godly walk and converfation in diftant parts, they have 
caufed others to hearken to their word, and to believe. 

Though all the above injunctions are of fuch a nature, 
that they not only war againft their Heathenifh propenfities, 

but 
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but even againft what fome might call excufable Indulgences, 
yet it is a fa£r, that at this prefent time many thoufand con- 
verts from among the Heathen in the Weft India iflands> 
and other countries, fubmit to them with willingnefs. 

With refpe& to the behaviour of the flaves to their mat- 
ters, it is needlefs to fay much ; obedience, diligence, faith- 
fulnefs, fubmiffion, not only to th£ good and gentle, but alfo 
to the froward, being fo often and particularly enjoined, , 
that a tranfgreffion herein would be a wilful difobediencc to 
the divine law explained unto them, and of courfe incur the 
discipline of the Church. If they fufler unjuftly, or for the 
truth's fake, the example of our bleffed Saviour in fuffering 
is held forth unto them, which they willingly follow. If 
they receive punifliment for mifdemeanors, though they 
might feem too fevere, the Miflionaries have no bufineCs to 
interfere ; but even occafionally add an exclusion from the 
Lord's Supper to it, which is commonly by far the mod 
grievous part of the fentence. After all that has been faid, 
one of the greateft proofs of the reality of their converfion, 
and their hopes of everlafting life, is difplayed in their dying 
moments, when every worldly comfort drops. Thus thou- 
fands have departed this life in peace, rejoicing in God their 
Saviour. 

As the Brethren never wife to interfere between mailers 
and flaves, fo they never meddle with thofe Negroes that 
have already been baptized and inftrufted by the Ministers 
and Miflionaries of other denominations j except they are 
left deftitute, and there is no one to continue the induc- 
tions they require. 

la beginning a new miflion, the Brethren proceed with the 
greateft caution, being unwilling to leave any work afligned 
to them, if once begun, without the greateft neceflity. 

Hitherto God has blefTed their endeavours, and they truft 
to His grace for the future ; and being deeply fenfible, that 
it is not their wifdom or diligence that can enfure a further 
fucceis, but the mercy of God alone, who owns their labours, 
and by the power of his word enlightens and converts the 
obdurate hearts of the moft benighted Heathen j they con* 
fefs, with deep conviftion, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
us, but unto thy Name give Glory ! 

P.S. 
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P. S. According to the with of many Friends, we win add 
the following Table, fhowing the number of baptized in 
all the Settlements of the Brethren among the Heathen, 
at the end of the year 1788, as delivered in at the Synod 
of 1789. 

L Negroes in the Danilh Hands in the Weft Indies. 

«. In St. Thomas, J 1. In New Hermbut 

begun 173*, Ji. In Nieflty - 

k. In St. Caoix, c In Frieden&erg ... 

begun in 1733* Jin the Town • 

€. In St. Jam, CI. In Bethany 

begun in 1741, -Js. In Emaus 

IL Negroes in the EnglUh Iflaads. 

m. Antigua, Ci. St. Johns ... 

begun in 1756, t«. Gracehill ... 

b. Jamaica, f Carmel, Bogue, Mefb-l 

begun in 1754* i potaoiia, Elim J 

St.KiTTS, JBatoetw . . . 




d. Barbadoei, C 
5» I 



begun in 1774* 
Barbados*, 
begun in 1765, 

HI* Negroes in Surinam. 

r Paramaribo and f . . 

Catecbument and Children not included. 

IV. * Indians in North America, begun in 1740. 
Ftttquotting on Lake Erie, about * - soo 

V. Indians in South America, and free Negroes, 
begun in 1740. jSambey} m ' *\ 

VI. Grebnlandehs, begun in 173a. 

«. NewHerrnhut - - *74 

b. Licbtenfels - - 13* 

€. Lichtenau • • **5 - ■ $91 

VH. Es^piMAftx on the Coaft of Labrador, begun 1771* 

a* Nain - 

b. Okkak 

c. Hopedale - 

Catechumens and Children not included. 

N. B. In St. Croix 6162 Negroes have been baptized fince the begin' 
ning of the Miifion, of whom 1 S6© have departed this life. In Labrador 
So adults and 15 children have been baptized fince the beginning of the 




So ac 
Miffi 
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ExtracI of a Diary of the Miffton in St, Kitts, in 1 789. 



u 'T^HE foundation-ftone of the new Negro-church having 
A been laid on the 2 1 ft of May, by brother Brown, from 
Antigua, the building was continued with as much fpeed sp 
circumftances would admit. The very rainy and ftormy 
weather in Auguft and September, frequently interrupted its 
progrefs; but the want of workmen Aill more, the Negroes 
themfelves not having been able to lend the affiftance they 
have formerly done on fuch occafions. However, through 
the mercy of God, our heavenly Father, we finifhed this 
building in the begining of OQober, and confecrated it on 
the nth. This day proved to all our people a day of grace 
and bleffing, and the number of ftrangers and friends that 
attended was very great, fo that the Church was well filled. 

Before eight o'clock in the morning the baptized Negroes 
were all affembled in our hall, which has hitherto been 
ufed as a chapel. The fervice was opened by finging, O come 9 
let usftng unto the Lord, let us make a joyful noife unto the rock 
of our falvation ; let us come before his prefence with thank/giving, 
let us worjbip and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. For he u our God, and we are the people of his pafture, 
and thejbeep of his hands. — The congregation having joined in 
finging fome fuitable hymns, we kneeled down— and brother; 
Schneller offered up a fervent prayer in the name of the 
Congregation, thanking God our Saviour for all the unde- 
ferved fpiritual bleffings beftowed upon us in this place, for 
the fupport granted unto his fervants in their labours, for the 
peace and reft we enjoy under the mild government of our 
gracious king, arid the proie&ion of our magiftrates ; and, 
above all, for his gracious prefenee in our affemblies, and the 
power and bleffing that hitherto accompanied the word of the 
atonement made by the fufierings and death of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefua Chrift, fpoken here in weaknefs. We 
craved pardon for our frequent inattention to the voice of 
the Spirit of God— and to the precious Gofpel preached 

C her* 
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here — of which many may feel themfelves more or lefs guilty; 
and the congregation rofe with that firm cdnviftion, that 
the Lord will continue his mercy towards us, and blefc and 
proteft us alfo in future as the fheep of his pafture. Then 
the whole congregation walked in great order to the New- 
phurch, fiaging that hymn; Now let us pratfe the Lord* 
&c." Here the fecvipe was opened with the Te Deum, after 
which we offered up prayer and thankfgiving— dedicating 
this building to the fervice of the Lord. May he grant unto 
us grace and firmnefe to maintain the do&rine of Jefus, and to 
know nothing among our hearers but Jefus drift and him 
crucified) in full hope that the Spirit of Truth will bring this 
bleffed Gofpel home to their hearts, and caufe the word of 
the crofs to prove to all that believe y the power of God unto 
falvation. — The congregation being difmified for fbme time, 
all aflembled again at ten, with* a great number of friends 
and.ftrangers, to the ufual SundayVfervice, After the fer- 
mon, feventeen Negroes, viz. eight men and nine women, 
were baptized; during the ufual litany, three baptized wo-< 
men' were received into our fellowfliip, and twenty-five were 
added to the candidates for baptifin*. The conclufion was 
made by finging the doxobgy, and the people difinuTed with 
the bleffing of the Lord. 

* At two in the afternoon we had a love*feaft with all our 
people, at which an ode, compofed for this folemnity, was 
fung, and a fpirit of joy and thanksgiving prevailed. The 
clofe of the day was made by the communicants, fixty in 
number, who partook with us of the Holy Sacrament. 
- In the following days the Negroes vifited us frequently— t 
and couM not find words fufficient to exprefs the gratitude 
of their hearts, for the grace bellowed upon them on the 
icth." 

In general, the number of Negroes that attend the chapel 
has much increafed thjs year, and many have become not 
only hearers of the word of God, but doers alfo. Seventy- 
five adults, and eleven children, were baptized in the year 
1789, and the number of Negroes, that arc either baptized 
or confidered as candidates for baptifim, belonging to this 

* Sec No. I. page 8. 

Million, 
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Miffion, was upwards of three hundred at the clofe of th* 
year. The Miflionaries are thereby greatly encouraged to 
continue their labour with chearfulnefs — and the diary, from 
which this extra& is taken, contains the molt pleafing in- 
(lances, how gracioufly the Lord has fupported them in 
their laborious employ, efperially ill vifiting the lick, and 
attending as much as poflible to all the converts upon the 
different eftates. The Negro Helpers and Servants* approve 
themfelves diligent and aflive, and the Miflionaries exprefs 
the molt lively hopes, that our Lord will reap a rich harveft 
in this Ifland alfo. They recommend themfelves to the 
prayers of all their Brethren every where. Frequent met*- 
tion is made of the gratitude they feel for the kind and 
benevolent fupport received from many friends, efpecially in 
building their new Church. 

Thejrdefire the Society for the Furtherance of Hie Colpel, 
to return their fincereft thanks to all that have taken fuch ait 
aftive (hare in bearing this burthen, and pray that flie' Lord 
may be their great reward; in which petition theyatfe joined 
by all the believing Negroes. 



Ext rati of the latefi Accounts received from the Congregation of 
believing Indians, in North America, at prefent refding in 
Pettquotting, or New-Salem, on Lake Erie: from March 
to OBober, 1788. By brother David Zeifberger. 

MARCH 24th, we exhorted f our Brethren and Siften* 
by occafion of the daily word; Seek the peace of the land 
nvherein ye dwell; and the text ; Remember that jfejus Chrijt, 
of the feed of David, was raifed from the dead, to abide 
faithful to the do&rine of the death and fufferingp of Jefus * 
and Raving experienced its power in their own hearts, to 

* Sec No. I. page 10. 
f See No. I. page 9. 
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leek the good of their neighbours, by endeavouring to fpread 
the Gofpel amongft them, and to convince them of its blefled 
effe£b, both in time and eternity. 

The 28th, John Cook, an Indian who was baptized by a 
Roman Catholic Prieft, came to us. He intends to go into 
the neighourhood of Pittfburg to make enquiry after his 
youngeft fon, and begged of us to pray to our Saviour 
for him, that he might preferve him, and caufe him to 
fetufn fafe. We promifed to do it, exhorting him to pray 
diligently for himfelf. Some ftrange Indians, who had 
fpent feveral days here, returned to-day. They faid they 
loved to hear the word of God, and fhould foon return 
to us. 

Sunday the 30th, our meetings were attended chiefly by 
fome of our Brethren, that came from the woods (for the 
greater part of the people are now employed in boiling 
fugar, ifor which ihey mull feize the prefent favourable 
weather.) 

April 9th, a large party of Indians came from Sandufky 
to fee our place. Their Chiefs forbid them to come, but 
this feemft only to increafe their eagernefs to fee what fort 
of people we are. If we aft, who brings thefe people to 
us i Men certainly do not, for they endeavour to hinder 
them. It is God, who by his Spirit, creates a defire in the poor 
Heathen to hear the Gofpel, and to know that Saviour who 
gave his life and blood to redeem them. 

The 1 6th, David, who came fometime ago from the river 
Miami, * declared, that he with his whole family, confifting 

of 

• In the year I78irthe congregations of believing Indian* fettled on the river 
Iviuflcingum, were driven away by the lavages, their three towns deftroyed, and 
upwards of ninety of them maffacred. In 178a, the Miffionarie* fled with the 
remainder of their congregation to the Sanduflcy Creek, from whence they 
were carried prifoners to Detroit. , Having obtained their liberty, they pro- 
ceeded to the «orth of Lake Erie— till after the peace, an opportunity offered 
for them to return, but they are not yet able to take pofieflion of their former 
lands on the Mulkingum» granted to them by Congrefs, peace being not fuf- 
ficicntly eftablifhed among the Indian nations. Mod of thofe converts that were 
driven from the congregation, in the above troubles, fettled on the river M\ami t 

and having, either through fear, or the perfuafion of their relations, been again 

drawn 
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of fix pcrfons, wlfhcd to live in the congregation \ and he 
obtained leave. To-day the Indian Brethren began to make 
fences round their fields, and enclofed nearly one hundred 
acres. Thefe enclofures were not fo neceffary lait year, our 
number being (mailer. But now we want more room, both v 
for ourfelves and our cattle, which has much increafed. 
For the blefiing of God refts upon our poor Indians, after 
their fufferings. 

The 22d, the widower Andrew was married to the widow* 
Anna Salome. We took this opportunity of exhorting both 
the old and young married (people, to demean themfelves in 
this ftate as behoVeth children of God. 
. The 28th; many of our Indians went to Sandufky. Among 
thefe was Boas, who has a zealous defire to bear witnefs of 
the truth to his countrymen, especially to his mother and 
other relations* and to tell them what he has experienced in 
his own foul. He always does this whenever he meets a 
wild Indian, and is much grieved when he perceives that his 
words have no effeft. 

May 3d, two families of Mingo Indians came hither, 
and hearing that to-morrow was Sunday, they refohred to 
flay and hear a termon. By their conversation it appeared 
that they had been baptized by Roman Catholic Priefts. 
They told our Indians, that on a certain day in the year they 
mult fcourge themfelves to make an atonement for their fins. 
The Indians laid, " Your belief in Chrift muft be very weak, 
that you torment yourfeives fo much, and yet cannot leave 
off finning, nor purchafe eternal falvation." 

The 4th, Lea and Lydia, with two children, from the 
Miami; and Jacobina, with her unbaptized hufband, 
from Sandufky arrived here. They faid that more of the 
baptized, and favages alfo, wifhed to come and live with 
us, and only wait for a fettled peace. But it is well that 
they do not come all at once, as this would caufe diftur- -»» 

drawn into their former heathenifh ways, the Miflionaries are cautious in re* 
addmitting them. Some have continued in the faith, but are detained through 
various tircumftances, and muft live among the Heathen againft their will, till 
they 6nd means to efcapc. By the abovementioned maflacrc and diiperfioft 
of the believir % Indians, their number was greater reduced* 

bance. 
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bahce.. The mother of Boas came Iikewife, and begged 
to be admitted an inhabitant; which was granted. Lad 
year (he brought her fon hither, begging leave for him 
to flay and be converted, adding, that he was a very wicked 
man* He ftaid, but fhe, thinking herfclf good enough, 
returned* The unbelieving Indians, however, defpifed and 
4 derided her inceffimtly. When her fon, therefore, paid her 

i the laft vifit, (he refolved immediately to go with him, fay- 

ing : " The Indians call me a Sunday's Indian, but though 
I am not one now, I intend to become one." 

The 7th, a great number of ftrangers came to fee us; among 

. them was Chief Packanke's fon. He addreffed our Indians 

thus: w You are in truth a happy people, you live chearfully 

u and peaceably together ; and this is to be found no where 

** but with you*' 

The 9th, we received an account from Gertraud, and 
others in Sandufky, that they alfo wife to come to us, but 
that the Chief of the Monfys hinders them, faying, he 
would foon fend for one of us to preach to them there, 
and then both he and his people would believe. This 
language we know. If the Chiefs, and principal men, per- 
ceive that the preaching of the Gofpel finds entrance among 
the Indians, and that they can no longer detain them by 
their lies, then they pretend to fend for a Miffionary to their 
places, left the Indians fliould leave them. 

The 10th, four Brethren and Sifters were re-admitted to 
the Lord's Supper. 

The 1 ith, Brother Michael Jung preached concerning the 
office and operations of the Holy Ghoft, to bring mankind 
to their Redeemer, Jefus Chrift. This fubjeft was further 
treated of i» the meeting of the baptized, and the Brethren 
and Sifters were reminded, that having received that fpecial 
grace, to experience and underftand the labour of the Spirit 
of God in the hearts of believers, and to know his voice, 
it was now required of them to (hew true obedience to 
ftis dictates, for thus they would be preferred in com- 
munion with Jefus Chrift, and in adherence to found doc- 
triuej jhe. .Spirit bearing witnefs nxnth their Jpirits that they an 
the children of God, 'We cpnclwded the day with prayer and 
4 thankfgiving.— 
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thanltfgiving. — One perfon was received into the congrega- 
tion } another was baptized, and called Mofcs. 

The 1561, letters and accounts hum B#U*hero, dated hi 
February and March, arrived to our great joy. Wc received 
likewife intelligence, that the nations on the otfver fide of the 
Lake, intend fhortly to meet together, and to proceed to the 
Muflungum, to (ettle a lafting peace. 

The 2 1 ft, an Indian arrived from Pittfburg with a quai*» 
tity of fpirituous liquors, by which he oecafioned much 
mifchief among the neighbouring Chipawa and Delaware 
Indians. 

The 28th, a white man arrived with a prifoner, who had 
been fentenced to be burnt alive, by the Shawanos— -but 
being redeemed by the merchants, was now going to Pittf* 
burg. 

June 2d, we had a chearful Love-feaft with our Helpers, 
Two were added to their number. They were exhorted to 
be ftri&ly attentive to their duty j to prevent diforder in the 
congregation ; to be a good example to the flock ; to love 
each other and to be of one mind; by which they would 
experience the bleffing of God in all their undertakings. 

The 3d, the text J will be unto her a wall of fire y Zech. ii. £, 
gave occafion, in the morning meeting, to call to remembrance 
how the Lord watches over his flock, prote&ing them from 
without, and dwelling in their midft, granting help in every 
time of need. About this time our cattle had done great 
injury to the fields of the Chipawas in our neighbourhood, 
who have no fences. Our Indians, therefore, willing to 
repair the damage, gave them trees and (hrubs, and planted 
hedges round their fields, to their entire fatisfa&ion. 

On the 4th, we propofed to our Helpers to fend a meflage 
to the Chiefs, affembled .at the Muikingum, thinking this, 
perhaps, a favourable opportunity to come again into a 
friendly intercourfe with them, by reminding them of their 
former friendihip; for feveral of our old friends among 
them are (till living. 

The 14th, we heard that a young Mingo, called Jonathan** 
who had been baptized in Schoenbrun, was dead. Some 
days ago his mother fent to beg that .we would fetch him 

and 
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and her hither, but it was too late. Jonathan had formerly 
an earneft defire to die among the believers, and cxprefled 
this wifti to feveral of our people, who vifited in Sandufky — 
/ but his mother always oppofed it. 
- The 18th, fome ftrangers came hither and attended our 
meetings 5 but both in them, and in thofe that have (laid here 
fome time, no true and earneft defire to be converted is as 
yet apparent. 

The 19th, we heard from the Indians at Sanduflcy, that 
the council of the Chiefs, on the Miami, had been poftponed, 
the fix nations not appearing in it. Now they fay they 
will meet in thirty days, and then proceed to the Mufkingum. 
Indeed the Chipawas themfelves own, that the fix nations 
have delivered the hatchet to them to make war with the 
Delawares, as we had heard laft year by private accounts. No 
other reafon can be alledged, but fome harfh words that paffed 
between White Eye, a Chief of the Delawares, and the fix na- 
tions, in Pittfburg. We heard, like wife, that the Delawares 
have loft twenty men this laft fpring. They themfelves fay, 
that fcarce half of their warriors return to them again. 

The 20th, fome white people arrived here with two pri- 
foners from Detroit. One of them was Jofeph Mitchell, a 
colonel, who, according to his account, was with the bag- 
gage at Bethlehem, in the year 1777, and became ac- 
quainted with the. Brethren there. This fpring he was 
taken prifoner by the Shawanos, on the river Ohio, and was 
ranfomed by the traders in Detroit for 200 rixdollars, (about 
thirty-three pounds.) The Indian brother, Thomas, accom- 
panied them to Pittfburg, as a guide. 

The 2 2d, we had a conference with the Helpers. They 
afterwards fpoke with John Cook, who again declared, that 
it was his whole mind to live and die in the congregation. 
He was exhorted, as the father of a family, to keep good 
order in his houfe, and not to fuffer the Heathen to 
take too much liberty; which he willingly promifed, and 
on the 24th, the Indian Brethren built an houfe for him. 
This is done, not with a view to promote their coming, 
and thus to entice the people to live with the believers, but 
that if fuch new comers do not behave properly, and it is 

thought 
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thought better to defire them to leave our fellowship, they 
may have no claim upon us for their dwelling. 

The 30th, the old Chief, Gelelemind, alias Killbuck, who 
has been feeking us ever fince we croffed the lake, arrived 
here, and encamped before our town with his whole family. 

July 1 ft, we were terrified by fome Chipawa warriors, 
coming from Detroit, who were going to Fittfburg, as they 
faid, to do mifchief. We could not conceive, when they 
boafted of the tjioufands that were to follow them, how 
this fudden change of affairs had happened, knowing that 
there was a treaty of peace on foot among the nations. 
Both our Indians and thofe in the neighbourhood endea- 
voured to perfuade them to return, and at laft prevailed 
upon them not to go to Pittfburg, but to another quarter. 
At laft one half of them returned, — but the reft marched off 
within a ftones-throw of our town, and encamped there. 
The Chipawas and Tawas, that Hyc in thefe parts, were much 
diftreffed, as many of their relations and friends are hunt- 
ing in that part of the country to which the warriors were 
now going. 

The 3d, brother David Zeilberger fpoke with Gelelemind, 
who came to repeat his requeft that he might dwell with the 
believers. He laid, that when we lived on the Mufkingum, 
he had often wiflied to live with us, but had been fo entan- 
gled in the affairs of the Chiefs, that his petition had been 
twice refufed, and he himfelf was afterwards made Chief in 
Gofchachglink. He repeated all the words, that brother 
Zeilberger had then fpoken to him, leaving him yet hopes 
of uniting with the congregation. On this account he added, 
it had been always a comfort to him, that he Ihould once 
live with the believers— and to this purpofe he had under- 
taken this journey, and was now come with his whole family, 
in hopes that we fhould receive him. It had been his con- 
ftant defire to live with us j for in Pittfburg, whither he fled 
after the deftru&ion of Gofchachglink, the militia had con- 
tinually aimed at his life; and if he thought of travelling to 
us, he feared as much danger from the Indians, who would 
kill him. We aiked, whether he had ftill any thing to do 
with the affairs of the Chiefs — he anfwered in the negative, 
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but faid that the Delawares had fcnt for him laft year, and 
offered to eleft him Chief, whkh he had Tefufed. He was 
now old, and wifhed to fpend (he remainder of his days 
among the believers; therefore he begged, both for his own 
perfon, and for his children, that they might have leave to live 
with us. The Helpers having further fpoken with him, his 
wife, and two adult fons, (for two of them are ftill children) 
we told them, that we would willingly receive them, and 
fltould rejoice to fee them profper in our congregation. He 
appeared very bafhful, and outwardly very poor, when he 
came, fo that we and all our Brethren pitied him much; but 
was overjoyed when he obtained leave to (lay, for he feared 
a refufal greatly. All the Brethren and Sifters thereupon 
went out, and planted a piece of ground with Indian corn, 
for him and his family, which was done in an hour or two, 
there being many hands at work. 

July 5th, we received intelligence from Sanduiky, that 
Pimoacan, half-king of the Wiondat6, died in Detroit, 
whither he was gone to attend^ the council. Since we have 
been here, he behaved friendly towards us; and if ever he 
heard or faw that die Indians did not treat us well, he al- 
ways punifhed them, faying, that he had placed us here, 
and no one (hould difturb us. We had otherwifebut little 
to do with him. This evening a young man, called Levi, 
who was baptized when a boy in Schonbrun, arrived here. 
He vifited us on the 6th early, made himfelf known, and 
begged leave to ftay, faying, that ever fince he had heard we 
were fettled, he could no longer live among the favages, for 
his heart told him, that he belonged to us. Here we could 
plainly difcern the great difference between a favage and a 
baptized Indian. In him we found a field ftill (hewing the 
marks ef former cultivation. For as foon as we reminded him 
of his baptifm, adding that he did well to confider the eter- 
nal welfare of his foul, the tears rolled down his checks. 
Then the Helpers fpoke with him, and he obtained leave to 
live here. At this he rejoiced greatly, and fet out immedi- 
ately to fetch his grand-mother Gertrude. Some days ago 
a woman arrived here ill of a fever. As a child, ftie had 
been with our people, and laft winter paid us a vifit. An 
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Indian do&or told her, " that her illnefs was not in her body, 
but in her mind and foul — that (he had, perhaps, been attend- 
ing the meetings of the believers, and was meditating upon 
what {he had heard ; no do&or could help her in that cafe, 
but (he {hould go to the believers, and then would recover ; 
for they had very good medicines for fuch complaints." We 
advifed her to (lay, till her hufband came home from hunt- 
ing, when we {hould alfo hear his fentiments. To-day 
brother Michael Jung returned from Pittfburg, whither he 
was gone to buy provifions and other neceflaries. He and 
the three Indians that accompanied him met with no war- 
riors on the road. They brought us letters from Bethlehem. 

The 9th, towards noon a party of Chipawa warriors ar- 
rived here with drums and tinging, and began, according t* 
their cuftom, to go to every houfe dancing and begging. The 
Helper, Abraham, went to meet them, and faid-—" We 
u know very well the aim of your coming,~*-you want to 
€€ eat, for you are hungry.— Now we don't want to hear 
" your drumming and tinging, nor to fee you dance } but 
" if you'll fit down quietly, you fliajl get enough to eat 
" without it/' Upon this they fat down, and our Indians 
brought them food. The Brethren queftioned them, why 
they Vent to war, when all other nations were defirous of 
making peace, being met for that purpofe in Detroit, The 
Chipawas owned that the Englifh had not fent them, and 
that their father in Detroit had endeavoured to keep them 
back, but they had ftolen away, However, they pretended 
to be fent by their Chief* This wa$ not true, for we had 
heard already, that having murdered their Chief, they had 
declared themfelves free. Both this and the former party 
came from Michillimakinack. Having eaten their fill, they 
ftill demanded fome tobacco and a pig, which was given 
them. 

The 10th, Thomas returned from the fort, whither he 
had occompanied fome white people. - Col. Mitchell wrote 
a letter by him to us, commending the good behaviour of 
Thomas, and thanking us and our Indians for the kindnefs 
{hewn unto him. 

Da The 



Digits 



zed by G00gk 



C *8 ] , 

The nth, the above mentioned party of warriors re- 
turned, and we again, gave them viduals. Our Indian 
wetnren had mean while formed a fpeech with a firing of 
wampums exprefling, that it was very inconfiderate in them 
to go to war, when all Indians thought themfelves out of 
oanger. The woods about the fort were now full of In- 
dians, who were peaceably engaged in hunting; but if they 
went to do mifchief, the white people would foon overtake 
tnem, and they would bring themfelves and the reft of the 
Indians into danger. Having held fome converfation among 
themfelves, they anfwered, that they would obey their 
grand-father, and return, believing that he gave them good 
advice. The Brethren replied, that becaufe they were obe- 
dient, they would furnifli them with provifions for their 
paflage acrofs the lake, which was done accordingly. They 
then propofed to flay here over-night, and have a dance, but 
being informed that no dances were permitted here, they 
let off. 

The 13 th, we received a letter from Bethlehem, dated 
May 5th, by an heathen Indian, of whom we heard after- 
wards, that he belonged to a band of thieves, who ftole 
norfes, near Pittfbtrg: the reft did nof enter the place, and 
ht only called to leave the letter. An Indian, of whom 
mention was made in our diary of March 8th, as having, 
according to his notion, never done any thing amifs, and 
finding no need of attending the meetings— came hither 
again to day, and begged leave to (lay, faying, that he had 
fince difcovered, that his whole courfe from the beginning 
was all fin, and that there was no good in him. Therefore, 
nc wiftied to be in the congregation, in hopes our Saviour 
would have mercy upon him, forgive his fins, and fave him. 
J. he Helpers fpokc with him, and gave him good and accep- 
table advice. 

The 1 6th, we had a conference with our Helpers, con- 
cerning our youth, whom we wifh to bring into a more re- 
gular courfe. 

The 17th, the fame party of warriors that pafled by a 
fortnight ago, returned, and brought, to our grief, four 
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fcalps and one prifoner with them. This did not feem to 
indicate peace. — They continue to murder, and it is uncer- 
tain when they will meet in council, as the preparations for 
it are very flow. 

The 23d, a counfellor of die Wiondat nation arrived here. 
He could fpeak the Delaware language ; and told us, that a 
meflagc had been fent from the council,, aflembled at Detroit, 
to all the Indian nations, to the following efieft. — " That 
u they fliould have patience a little longer, and not go far 
" from home, for they fhould foon hear, whether peace or 
u war was determined upon." Some of our Indians, who 
were upon the point of fetting out for Pittfburg, now re- 
folved to ftay at home. The fame counfellor told our In- 
dians, that he was commiflioned to make enquiry about our 
refidence here, upon which the Helpers gave him a fatisfac- 
tory account of every thing. The reafon of this enquiry 
fecms to be, that they want to know what we intend to 
do in cafe of a war. But this indeed we do not know our- 
felves, but live in hopes of peace. 

The 25th, feveral Sifters returned from Sanduflcy, where 
they have been buying Indian corn. Our Brethren and 
Sifters begin to perceive a fcarcity, and Indian corn rifes in 
price. Moft of them would have had a fufficient quantity, 
had not the great number of vifitors deprived them of it. 

The 27th, Nathanael Davis and his wife Salome, her 
fon Benjamin, with wife and child, as yet unbaptized, and 
her daughter Eleonora, came to refide here. They were 
much grieved about the death of their fon Leonhard, 
three weeks ago, who had fpoken very earneftly with them. 
He paid us a vifit laft fpring, and the Indian Brethren had 
much converfation with him. According to his father's ac- 
count, he was quite changed, nor had he any pleafure or reft 
among the Heathen, but always infilled upon coming to live 
with us. During his illnefs, which lafted not above two 
days, he prayed continually to our Saviour, that he would 
be gracious unto him. At laft he fent for his parents and 
relations, and told them, that he now fliould go to our 
Saviour, and would only beg of them, to join the congrega- 
tion of believers as foon as poflible 5 othcrwifc, they would 
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lead a miferable fife. Having faid this, he folded his hands 
and departed. This event was the caufe of their coming 
here in the midft of fummer, which is the moft inconveni- 
ent time, as they have then but little to eat, and have for- 
faken their plantations. By this, alfo, more labour and care is 
brought upon us, but we rejoice to fee the poor ftrayed fheep 
returning to the fold, efpecjally as it is without any compul- 
fion on our fide. If we fhould even endeavour to bring 
them back, it would be in vain; but our Saviour, as the good 
fbepherd, feeksand finds them; and when he does the work, 
it is well done. We have likewife heard lately of feveral of 
our Indians, in Gigeyunk, on the Miami, who departed this 
life happily, in reliance upon our Lord, to the edification of 
all around them. A young man, called Chriftian, born and 
baptized in Friedenftiutten, arrived here in thefe days, defin- 
ing leave to (lay. As there were feveral doubts concerning 
him, the Helpers fpoke with him very feriouily, and ad- 
mitted him only upon trial. 

The 28th, we received the agreeable news from the coun- 
cil at Detroit, that there had never been a more favourable 
appearance as to a lading peace. Though the Six Nations 
have not as yet joined them, yet the Wiondats, Putewoale- 
men, Ottawas, Chipawas, Delawares, Shawanos, and 
Twitchwees had all voted for peace, and there was the 
greateft reafon to fuppofe, that the more diftant nations 
would do the fame. The Twitchwees, and Ottawas, &c. 
have given land to the Delawares that live on the Miami, as 
far as the river Woabafh, fo that they now poflefs again a 
trz€t of their own. We hear, alfo, that the Chief of that 
diftri£t is continually watching the believers ; for he once 
fent us a meffage, that he well remembered what his uncle 
Ifrael had faid, when he made him a Chief, namely, that 
he fhould love the believing Indians, (hew them kindnefs, 
and proteft them from the favages ; but being at fuqh a dis- 
tance, and having no fixed abode, he had not been able to 
fcrre us hitherto; but the time would come, when he could 
doitmorcefie&ually; and now having got land of his own, 
he was heard to fay — that in cafe of a war's breaking out, he 
would fetch the believing Indians and their teachers, and 
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lead them out of harmVway, for he had a right to them j 
but if peace was continued, he would leave us here. By thU 
we fee what we have to expe£t in cafe of war ; we fliall be 
obliged to go wherever they pleafe, whether we will or no. 

The 29th, Nathanael declared that he had returned to the 
believers with that full determination to devote himfelf a-ncw 
to our Saviour, and to fpend the remainder of his days 
among them. He owned that he had forfeited much by 
flaying fo long among the Heathen; and though he had 
never forgot our Saviour, yet he had loft that life in his 
heart that he had formerly. 

The 31ft, a great number of ftrangers were here on a vifit* 
In this time of famine among the Indians, they know that 
they (hall find provifions fooner here, than among the fa- 
vages; and, therefore, during a time of fcarcity, our vifitors 
are more numerous. Our Brethren and Sifters are diligent 
in gathering bilberries, which is a great help to them, and 
tome take their children out to feed upon them* 

Auguft 1 ft, the Indian Jofeph was delivered from a te- 
dious illnefs, and departed this life happily. His remains 
were interred on the 2d. He was baptized Jan, ift, 1774, 
in Gnadenh'utten, but great patience was required to bear 
with him, as long as he was arnong the believers. When- 
ever we fpoke to him, he could fay nothing, but that he 
was a depraved creature — but he remained without help, 
loving fiaful praftices. Yet he could not leave the congrega- 
tion. He returoed to us after the troubles on the /iver 
Huron, begging for re-admiflion. But, as he had been pre- 
fent and a£Hve, when Colonel Crafford was murdered by 
the Indians at Sandufky, we told him, that he could not be 
admitted, for the white peoples fake, who would hear of his 
having been an accomplice. This made him only the more x 
preffing. He begged for mercy, faying, that he fhould be 
eternally loft if he ftaid with the favages, and that if it was 
required, he would go to the governor of Detroit, accufe 
himfelf, and beg pardon. For fome time it appeared as if it 
was his earned defire to be truly converted ; upon which he 
was readmitted, but his god behaviour was of no long du- 
ration ; 
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ration ; he foon fell back into his old courfc, and went fo 
far, that we were obliged to fend him away. However, he 
could not bear to be excluded, but returned to us again at 
the Cayahaga river, begging earneftly for re-admiflion. Laft 
autumn he was taken 4 ill in Sandufky, and wiflied to come 
and die in the congregation, having no hopes of recovery. 
He was accordingly admitted, and, thanks to our Lord, we 
can truft that our hopes have not been in vain, but that 
his foul was faved. He confefled, that amidft all his convic- 
tions, he always had a fecret love for fin, and therefore 
could obtain no peace. This he told to all that vifited him, 
and warned thenv not to do as he had done. He fpent the 
remainder of his days in peace and comfort, notwithstanding 
the pains he fuffered. It was even vifible in his countenance 
that he had obtained forgivenefs of fins, and defired to de- 
part and to be with Chrift. Thus we did not regret the 
trouble we had had with him in this world. 

The 3d, many ftrangers attended the public fervice. The 
Helper, Samuel, addreffed them afterwards with great zeal, 
defcribing to them the natural ftate of the heart of man, as 
dead in fin, and indifferent towards their Lord and Re- 
deemer, who had done fo much for us, and given himfelf a 
facrifice to refcue us from fin and eternal damnation. 

The 6th, the favages had appointed a feaft and dance in 
our neighbourhood, to which feveral ftrangers went that 
were here on a vifit. This they had never attempted before, 
and we fhall take the firfl opportunity to exprefs our diflatif- 
fa£Uon, and hinder them from doing it, that we may not 
have Satan's pulpit erefted fo near us. Laft year we hoped 
that fome of thefe neighbours would be converted; but 
we have commonly found, that thofe who live ncareft 
remain at the greateft diftance from the kingdom of God. 
They even come very feldom to our public fervice 5 whereas 
thofe that live further off are conftant attendants. 

The 10th, the Helpers met to fpeak with fome of the 
baptized and unbaptized. We fpoke alfo with Gelele- 
mind and his wife, who repeated their defire after baptifm. 
We explained to them, that all depended upon the know- 
ledge 
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ledge of their depravity, and the total furrender of their 
hearts to our Saviour. 

The 14th, four Chipawas came hither and ftaid fomc 
days. Among them was one from our late fettlement on the 
river Huron, who fpoke the Delaware language, and told us 
that he now lived in brother Zeifberger's houfe, and 
that all our houfes there were inhabited by Chipawas* 
who planted the grounds, no white people living there. 
We and our Indians were glad to hear a true account 
of that place, for we had heard many difagreeable 
ftories about it, that proved falfe. We preached the 
gofpel to thefe people, pointing out unto them the Re- 
deemer of loft mankind. They likewife attended the meet- 
ings, and were well fed by our people. The abovemen- 
rioned Indian, from the Huron, whofe brother is Chief of 
the diftri&, faid, at taking leave, that he liked us fo well, 
that he would come next autumn and live with us. We told 
him, that he then muft bring his wife along with hinu 
When they were gone, fome Chipawas, from Sandufky Bay, 
came hither. Thoy had heard, that fome of their country- 
men were detained prifoners in Fort Harmer, and came to 
hear the truth from us. We told them what we knew of it. 
As we had frequently been accufed by the Chipawas of hav- 
ing fold their land, on the river Huron, to the white people, 
(which arofe from Mr. Alking's having paid us fomething for 
the produce of our plantations that year, and by which we 
were enabled to fettle again in this wildernefs) we received 
a mefTage from the Tawa Chief in Detroit, who is alfo 
Chief of the Chipawas, with a firing of Wampum, to the 
following effe& : " Grand-father, and ye believing Indians, 
" on the river Huron! I have heard that you are accufed of 
" much evil, as if you had fold the land of the Chipawas to 
" the white people 5 and it has been told you, that the Chi- 
(i pawas were very angry, and would come and take away all 
" you have. Having heard this, I called a council of the 
" Chiefs and Captains of the Chipawas, and alked publicly 
" the caufe of this accufation, [and whether this evil rumor 
" had proceeded from the mouth of any one prefent. But 
H we have not found the author among us, and know no- 
li ? thing 
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€€ thing of it. Befides, we know from your condufl, on the 
" Mulkingum, and on the Huron, that you do not trouble 
u yourfelves either about land, or war, or any thing elfe, 
€€ but only how to perform religious worfhip in the right 
u way. This we know to be your only bufinefs. I there- 
(t fore let you know, that whatever you have heard of us is a 
c< lie. We don't know whether it comes from the va- 
" grants among the Delaware, Wiondat, or Chipawa nation, 
€€ or from the white people and Indians together. But 
u believe not their lies, for it has never entered our minds 
u to fpeak thus of you, and fuch reports are not of our coin* 
u ing. Keep this ftring of Wampum in token hereof, and 
u whenever Indians bring lies to you as from us, {hew it to 
u them, and if they will not believe you, let me know it, and 
u I will either fend, or come myfelf, to fpeak with them. 
u You have lived here on the river Huron upon my land, 
ic and I am glad that you ftill live upon my land over the 
€€ Lake, on another river Huron. I ftill keep you on my 
u right fide, and in my arms." 

The 2 1 ft, a party of Chipawas and Tawas came hither 
from Sanduflcy Bay, and among them one who had been taken 
prifoner on the Mulkingum, but had made his efcape. An 
old rnan who was with them addrefled our Indians, and told 
them how it had happened, that fome of their countrymen 
had been taken prifoners on the Mulkingum, They were 
hunting, and having heard that the white people were well 
difpofed to the Indians, and would receive them kindly, had 
gone to hunt near the Fort : but fome warriors, of whom 
they knew nothing, fell upon them and killed fome white 
people, which had occafioned their people to be taken pri- 
foners, though they were perfeftly innocent. They begged 
our Indians to take a meflage, with a ftring of Wampum, to 
Pittfburg — to teftify their innocence, and to plead for the 
liberty of their friends. They added, that they had more 
confidence towards us than towards the Wiondats and Dela- 
wares. 

On the 22dj two Brethren went with their meflage to 
the Fort, 
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The 27 th, a Chipawa Indian, who had ftaid during the 
winter in Cayahaga, came with his family to us from hunt- 
ing, and ftaid eight days. The Indian Brethren fpoke 
much with him of our Saviour, and of the happinefs of a 
man who believes in him. 

September ift, Gelelemind repeated his earned defire 
after baptifm. He faid, t€ I am one of the greateft finners, and 
muft be loft, unlefs our Saviour has mercy upon me, and 
wafhes me from my fins in his blood. Upon this I reft all 
my hopes, believing that he died for finners, and flied his 
blood for me." We received to day the pleafing account, 
that nineteen nations had covenanted together in Detroit, to 
keep peace, and had fent a mefTage to the Council, on the 
Mufkingum, to fay, that they mould foon go thither. A 
Heathen woman came hither fometime ago, with her child 
of two months old. The child grew ill, and the Indian 
Sifters perceiving that it would die, alked the woman's 
leave that it might be baptized ? But (he would not, alledg- 
ing that (he herfelf was unbaptized. The Sifters did not 
flop here, but came early on the 4th to us, to beg that the 
child might receive holy baptifm, adding that they were 
afraid it would die before they returned. It was accordingly 
baptized into the death of Jefus, and called Ephraim. 
The mother went meanwhile into the wood, and howled 
much; but on her return, was pleafed that her child was 
baptized. She then began to come diligently to the meet- 
ings, which (he had never done before. We rejoiced to fee 
how bufy our Brethren and Sifters were, to lead a poor foul 
to our Saviour, and to get a claim upon it as belonging to 
the Chriftian church. Lately a man came hither with his 
wife. She expe&ed foon to be brought to bed, and feared 
that flie ftiould die. She had no friend here, but the 
Sifters (hewed her great kindnefs, and nurfed her till (he re- 
covered. Thus it happens frequently, that the Indians in 
that dangerous cafes tale refuge to the believers. They think 
that if they are with us they will fare better than among the 
Heathen, and in cafe they (hould die they might have fome 
hopes of being faved. This evening our beloved brother 
and afiiftant John Shebofch departed to our Lord, after a fort- 
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night's illncfs, aged fixty-eight years. He was bom May 
27th, 1 72 1, in Pennfylvania, on the river Skuylkill, inSchip- 
pach, and joined the Brethren, at Bethlehem, about 1742, 
where he was baptized by brother Spangenberg, andfoon after 
admitted to the holy communion. He then travelled with 
brother Spangenberg to Onondago, and was an affiftant in 
Meniwolagomeka, where there was a fmall flock of Indians, 
under the care of the Brethren. After that he came to 
Gnadenhiitten, on the river Mahony, where he ftaid till the 
favages deftroyed that place, in 1755, and the congregation 
being difperfed, he went and fought after thofe that were 
hunting in the woods, and brought them to Bethlehem. In 
1746, he married the Indian Sifter Chriftina, who departed 
this life a year ago. He has left one daughter, and two 
grand-children. His fon Jofeph was murdered with part of 
the congregation, on the river Mufkingum, in the year 1781. 
He himfelf was led captive to Sandufky, but returned in 
autumn to fetch provisions, and was there taken prifoner, 
together with his daughter, her hufband and others, and 
carried by the militia to Pittfburg. Soon after their releafe 
he went to Bethlehem, and brought the firft authentic intel- 
ligence of the above cataftrophe to the Brethren there. 
Having ftrengthened himfelf, both in body and mind, during 
his ftay in that congregation, he went to feek the Indian con- 
gregation in Detroit, in 1783, and rejoiced us greatly by his 
arrival. He then went with us to Cayahaga, and 1787 to 
Pettquotting. This* fpring it was vifible that he loft his 
ftrength, but he finifhed all the work in his plantation be- 
fore he was confined to his bed. Being alked, whether he 
thought that he ihould depart to our Saviour, he anfwered, 
" Yes, I await that blifs with longing." He loved all men, and 
was beloved by all. This appeared plainly during his laft ill- 
nefs; for the Indian Brethren thought it the greateft pleafure 
to watch with him. We fhall often feel his lofs, and his me- 
mory will be precious to us, and to all our Indian Brethren 
and Sifters. It was a pleafure to him to ferve all men, white 
people or Indians. He bore his crofs with patience, for 
indeed in this world he had but few eafy and comfortable 
days. But he never complained, though he fometimes had 
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not even enough to eat, as it frequently happens in an Indian 
family, for he led the life of an Indian. To-day an an- 
fwer was brought by Stephen from Pittfburg to the meflage 
of the Chipawas, concerning the prifoners abovementioned. 
It was, that they ftiould apply to the Chiefs and the 
council of the nations, who were now in fearch of the 
murderers; and their being found would facilitate their 
countrymen's releafe. 

The 1 8th, an Indian arrived here from Pittfburg with 
fpirituous liquors, the effe&s of which upon our Heathen 
vifitors caufed us much trouble. We fee plainly, that if 
peace is eftablifhed, this traffick will get very brifk among 
the favages around us. But we have now refolved to lock 
up the calks of thofe that fpend the night here, that no mif- 
chief may enfue. 

The 2 2d, we had a conference with the Helpers, who 
afterwards fpoke with feveral new people. A woman died 
to-day in our neighbourhood, who, during her illnefs, begged 
her friends inceffantly to carry her hither, that (he might die 
among the believers, but in vain. However, fome of our 
Indian Brethren made a coffin, and buried her decently. 

The 28th, a Chipawa Indian, who underftands fomething 
both of the Delaware and Schawano languages, and has 
formerly attended our meetings, was prefent at the public 
preaching. He afterwards paid us a vifit, and wifhed to hear 
more. We therefore fent for Samuel, who can fpeak the 
Shawanos, and for Boas, who underftands the Chipawa 
language, with fome other Brethren, to fpeak to him. He 
told them, that he wiflied to hear fomething good from 
them, for he believed that they knew what could make a man 
good and happy, and how it was to be obtained. This was 
all he could fay, and indeed as much as we could expeft from 
fuch an Heathen. He afked them alfo what they thought of 
dreams, of facrifices, and of the worfhip of Idols — adding 
that he could not forget what his father, who died four 
years ago, had told him on his death-bed, namely, that the 
Indians had not found the right way to eternal life, and 
would meet with great trouble hereafter, having nothing 
good to hope for ; but that there were people who knew 
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better, who could tell how one might attain to everlafting 
life 5 and whoever believed their words would live for ever, 
though this body die. His father moreover told him, that 
he fbould ftay in this country ; for a time would come, 
when the believing Indians would move to Petquotting ; to 
thefe he fliould go, and hear from them how to obtain hap- 
pinefs in eternity, and that he fliould believe and accept of 
their words. He had thought much of this, when hunting 
in the woods alone, and now particularly, as his father's 
prediction concerning our dwelling here was verified. There- 
fore, when he came to his comrades, and would not dance 
with them, they called him a Sunday's Indian, and faid he 
was going to join us. Samuel then addrefled him to the 
following effe& ; " What we are going to fay to you, you 
"may depend on, for. it is an everlafting truth: Neither 
€i your dreams, nor your facrifices, nor any thing upon 
** which the Indians rely, as being able to procure happinefs 
u and eternal life, availeth any thing : It is altogether vain; 
w neither is there any comfort or hope to be derived from it; 
u and thofe that depend thereon will be loft. But Jefus 
€t Chrift our Creator, and the Creator of all tilings, who is God 
u from heaven, came himfelf down into the world. He be- 
u came a man like unto us, lived above thirty years on earth, 
4C and then was nailed by his hands and his feet to the crofs 
u for our fins. His fide was pierced with a fpear, and he (hed 
u all his blood for us. Thus he expired on the crofs, was 
€€ buried, and the third day rofe again. His difciples and the 
u believers have feen him. He appeared 40 days after his re- 
€t furre&ion among them, fpoke to them, and told them 
u what we all muft know if we would be happy. Thus he 
u has purchafed eternal life and falvation for all mankind, 
€t by giving his life and fhedding his precious blood for us, 
€< Whoever believes this, and comes to Chrift, his fins are for- 
u given, and God receives him as his child; he is happy here 
" and to all eternity. The blood of Jefus Chrift alone can 
" make us happy. Nothing on earth can fave us; and if any 
€C one could enter heaven without knowing this, and that 
u Jtfus was crucified for him, he could not be happy even 
" there." The Chipawa fat fome time, as if loft in thought, 
4 till 
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till Samuel faid, " He afcended into Heaven, and his dif- 
u ciples looked after him." He then afked, whether our Sa- 
viour would come again ? He was told, " Yes ! and all men, 
€t believers and unbelievers, would fee him with the marks of 
€€ his wounds j the former would rejoice and live with him 
u for ever : the latter would weep and howl over their un- 
? c belief, when they find themfelves deceived." 

Sear Brethren, this is the firft of the Chipawa nation, 
the moft numerous in this part of North America, who alk$ 
after God his Saviour. We truft that he will be alio con- 
fefled by them, and adored as their Re^eeme*, and his 
name be exalted in their language, God grant that this time 
may foon come, and that the hour of their falvation may 
foon ftrike. Amen ! 

October ift. Our Brethren and Sifters gathered in their 
crop of Indian corn, the ftrangers aflifting with great plea- 
fure, and God granted us a plentiful harveft 5 and we ex- 
horted the Indians to gratitude and frugality. 

The 9th, John Cook's grandchild was baptized, as its 
departure feemed nigh at hand. His eldenV fon, who has 
been here a long while as a vifitor, came to day and begged 
leave to live here > and as we know him, and had no fcru- 
ples, he was fpoken with by the Helpers^ and both he and 
his wife were admitted. 

We greet all our Brethren and Sifters, and friends in all 
places, and recommend ourfelves to their prayers and rc*» 
niembrance before our Lord, 

David Zeisbergee, 
Michael Jung, 

N. B. This diary is inferted fo extenfively, at the deflre of 
fome of our friends, who wilhed for an account of the daily 
occurrences in a fettlement of converts from among the 
Heathen. This may apologize for the mention made here 
and there of incidents apparently not very interefting to 
every clafs of readers. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

CJ*HE incorporated Society of the United Brethren, in North 
America, for propagating the Go/pel among the Heathen, 
lately eftabliihed in Bethlehem, having entered into a regular 
correfpondencc with our Society, we hope thereby to be en- 
abled to furnifh our friends with an early account of the 
courfe of our Indian million, rendered fo interefting to us 
by its prefent unfettled and precarious (late. The following 
copy of the aft made by Congrefs, in favour of this million, 
was transmitted to us by the faid Society : 

€t By the United States in Congrefs affembled. 

September 5 th, 1789. 

<c Whereas the United States in Congrefs affembled, by 
their ordinance of the 20th of May, 1785, among other things 
ordained, that the towns of Gnadenh'utten, Schoenbrunn, and 
Salem, with lands adjoining to the faid towns, be referred ta 
the fole ufe of the Chriftian Indians, who were formerly fettled 
there, or the remains of that Society; and by an aft of the 
27th of July, 17S7, direfted the Board of Treafury to 
except and referve out of any contraft they might make, pur- 
fuant to an order of the 23d of the fame month, a quantity 
of land around and adjoining to each of the before mentioned 
towns, amounting in the whole to ten thoufand acres, and 
ordered the property of the faid towns and referred lands to 
be veiled in the Moravian Brethren, at Bethlehem, in Penfyl- 
vania, or the Society of the faid Brethren, for civilizing the 
Indians, and promoting Chriflianity (or as they are called, 
the Society for propagating the Gofpei among the Heathen) 
in truft, and for the ufes exprefled in the faid ordinance, 
including others as mentioned in the faid aft of the 27th of 
July, 1787 — and whereas it has been agreed, that the plat of 
each of the towns fhould be estimated at 666\ acres, fo that 
each town and the referved lands adjoining fhall make a traft 
4000 acres; and whereas the remnant of the faid Chriftian 
Indians are defirous of returning to their towns as fpeedily as 

poflible. 
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poflible, and the United Brethren to facilitate this without 
lofs of time, have offered to advance the expences of furvey- 
ing the three tra&s on condition they be repaid either in 
money or land. 

Ordered, that the Geographer of the United States furvey, 
or caufe to be furveyed, as fpeedily as poflible, without inter- 
fering with the bufinefs he is fent to execute, the three tra&s 
of Gnadenhiitten, Schonbrunn, and Salem on theMufkingum, 
including the referved land adjoining each of the faid towns, 
and return plats thereof to the Board of Treafury, that deeds 
may be iflued for the fame, as is mentioned above; and that 
he alfo furvey, or caufe to be furveyed, the intermediate fpaces, 
if any there be, between the three tra£ts, and return plats 
thereof, with an account of the expence to the Board of 
Treafury ; and that the faid Board, provided it can be done 
without infringing any contract they may have already 
made, convey the fame to the faid United Brethren, or 
the Society of the faid Brethren for propagating the Gofpcl 
among the Heathen, upon their paying for the faid interme- 
diate fpace or fpaces, when the faid furveys fhall be returned 
by the Geographer, at the rate at which fuch lands are 
granted to others, and alfo the expences attending the furvey- 
ing and platting the faid fpaces, deducting the fum advanced 
for furveying the three tra£rs — Provided, that in cafe any 
of the above lands, fhall fall within the fuppofed bounds of 
the million of acres referved for the late army, that the faid 
bounds (hall be underftood to extend fo far to the Weftward 
as to include the million of acres, exclu fiveof the above- 
mentioned lands. 

Charles Thomson, Secretary." 
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The latejl accounts received from feveral MiJJtons. 

I. TN the three Danifli Iflands, St. Thomas, St. Cm*, 
X and St. Jan — the famine occafioned lad year by the 
want of rain, has had a great and pernicious influence upon 
the courfe of the miflions. A great number of baptized 
negroes have perifhed for want, notwithftanding all the 
afliftance given both by the planters and by the Miffionaries, 
as far as lay in their power. However, letters of the 29th 
of May inform us, that at length, after a drought of three 
quarters of a year, God fent a plentiful rain, and a fruitful 
feafon — by which the diftrefs of the poor famiflied Negroes 
began to be relieved. The Miffionaries in all places were 
well in health, and diligent in their labors, and exprefs 
great gratitude to God our Saviour, for the proofs of his 
grace and goodnefs, experienced during this heavy period. 

2. Letters from Barbadoes> dated May 31ft, 1790, men- 
tion, that Brother Montgomery and his wife went from thence 
to Tobago on the 22d of April, to begin a million among 
the Negroes in that ifland. The Miffionaries in Barbadoes 
were well and a£Hve, and exprefs good hopes concerning 
the progrefs of the million, which has not hitherto been fo 
flourifliing as in other parts. The Negro congregation con- 
fifts of forty perfons baptized* 

On Sundays they have always a numerous auditory of 
white and black people; which will foon oblige them to 
enlarge their church. On Good Friday and Eafter,. about 
one hundred and fifty Negroes were attentive hearers, mod 
of whom ftood without for want of room. Brother Fritz 
arrived there on the 20th of February, from North America, 
to fupply the vacancy occafioned by Brother Montgomery's 
call to Tobago. 

3. By Letters from St. Kitts, dated January 31ft, 1790, 
we learn that our Brethren there are well, and labor in 
peace and unanimity in that million. The congregation of 
believing Negroes under the care of the Brethren, were near 
three hundred in number at the clofe of the year 1789, be- 

3 fides 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



C 43 2 

fides about ioo that conftantly attended the pubKc fervice, 
and the new chapel is always well filled. 

4. In Surinam the profpect appears juft now not fo ple»» 
fing as formerly f efpecially in the miffions among the Negro- 
Haves at Paramaribo, the Free Negroes in Bambey, and 
Indians at Hoop. Of late few have attended the public fer- 
vice. Indeed feveral circumftances feemed to render a vifi- 
tation of that million needful, which will take place accord- 
ingly. Laft year feven adult Negroes, and eight Children, 
were baptized in Paramaribo \ and the congregation of be- 
lievers there were 248 in number, at the clofe of the year. 
In Bambey there are twenty-four free Negroes baptized, 
and in Hoop eighty-three baptized Indians. The two latter 
congregations have had no increafe in 1789. 

5. The lateft accounts from Antigua mention, that the 
congregations of believing Negroes there increafe not only 
in number, but in the grace of God. In St. John's the 
number of adults and children baptized laft year was five- 
hundred and feven. In Gracehill two-hundred and feven- 
teen were baptized from Eafter 1788, to Eafter 1789. Our 
Miffionaries were well in health in both places. 

6. In Jamaica all our Miffionaries were well laft May- 
Brother Chriftian Zander, in Mefopotamia, departed this life 
on the 1 8th of May. In the firft quarter of the year, feven 
Negroes were baptized on the Bogue eftate. 

7. Letters from brother David ZeUberger, dated PettquoU 
ting ofi Lake Erie, Jan. 8th, 1790, to our brethren in 
Bethlehem in North America, mention, that he and the be- 
lieving Indians were all well, and dwelt in love and peace : 
That our Lord caufes his grace to abound powerfully in this 
congregation, and bleffes the teftimony of the Brethren, and 
the do&rine of the Crofs of Chrift, with grace and unftion. 
In no place where they refided before, fuch a number of 
vifiting Indians have appeared, as in Pettquotting. Their 
town is fometimes fo full that room is wanting, yet the beft 
order is obferved, and no riots or difturbance have been 
occafioned by the wild Indians. But what gives them moil 
pleafure is, that the Indians like to hear the word of God, 
and the Brethren have been obliged to enlarge their 

chapel. 
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<£aj>eL A great number of thofe difperfed in tlie late 
troubles have joined them again. Sixteen tjcathens were 
baptized laft year, and nine on Epiphany, 1790. They re- 
commend themfelves to the remembrance and prayers of 
their brethren everywhere. 
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L E f T E R S 

Received by the Brethrens Society for the Furtherance of 
the Gofpel, from the Miffions fettled on the Coafi of 
Labrador* • 



I. 
Frm NAIN, dated Augttft iB> 1790. 

t)EAk Brethren, 

YOUR kind letter, dated June 10th, we duly received 
Auguft 6th, by kajaks from Okkak. We heartily 
thank you for all its contents, but efpecially for your paternal 
care in fending us provifions fufficient to fupply all our 
wants in this barren defert. But we heard, with much pain, 
that you have had to ftruggle with difficulties in providing 
for the miffions. This caufes us to pray the more fervently 
that our gracious Lord would ftrengthen and fupport you; 
for the caufeis His alone. Indeed we feel much afhamed 
before the Lord, that our miniftry brings fo little fruit to' 
the glory of his faving name. Yet we acknowledge, with 
humble thanks, his love and mercy towards us, in com- 
forting and bleffing us daily and richly 5 and we rejoice that 
all our brethren in Europe remember and pray for us, and 
for the progrefe of the'work committed unto us. 

In general we have had more caufe for joy over our 
Efquimaux converts this year, than the year before. During 
the winter, old Iflugutak was baptized, and called Solomon* 
A widow who received the name of Keturah* in baptifm, 
departed this life laft fpring, rejoicing in her Saviour. 
Two children, of believing parents, were baptized, one of 
whom foon after departed this life. We were greatjy 
comforted and edified by the vifible proofs of our Saviour's 
grace in our aged Efquimaux brother Matthew, who fell 

• She had been the wife of a Heathen Sorcerer, bqt tamed afterward* 
*Ufe her wt#k tart wrto the Lord. 

6 ' happily 
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happily afleep in the Lord on the 19th of January laft. He 
fuffered much in his body, but his heart was chearful — and 
out of the abundance thereof, his mouth fpoke continually of 
thttt jay, peace and comfort, which he felt as a pardoned finner. 
As to Nathanad, Sybilla, and Mary, and the other baptized 
Efquimaux, our Diary will further inform you* Samuel lived 
here laft winter, and was readmitted to the meetings of 
the baptized. His wife, . mother, and two brothers found 
great pleafure in attending the meetings 5 and we hope that 
die whole family will be joined to the Lord. Several fa* 
milies of Heathen Efquimaux have aflced leave to live upon 
our land, and their hearts feem to have been touched fo as 
to feel the falutary aim of the Gofpel. 

A* to the labour of our hands *> we koto done what is in 
our power, to render the burthen of our fupport more eafy 
to you \ and feveral articles which we have made, remain yet 
unfold. Our Heavenly Father has gyackmfly provided for 
our wants, by caufing us to be able to procure a fuffictency 
of frefli meat, fo that part of our fait provisions could be 
fpared. Nor hare the Efquimaux fu&red any want, for 
which we lifcewife render thanks unto Him. 

Brother Kohlmeifter ftay* in Okkak this year. Hie 
brethren Turner and Beck, with their wives, move to 
Hopedale, from whence the brethren Kriigeiftem and Ste- 
phen Jenfcn come hither. 

We conclude, dear brethren, by recommending our whole 
Kttle family to your further love and remembrance before 
our Lord, as your unworthy, but faithful brethren and 
filters in Nain. 

(Signed) James Branacih, 
Johk Hastino. 



* See Ko. I. j»ge 7. 
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n. 

From OKKAK, dated AuguJI 14, 1790. 



, Dear Brttbrtn % 

YOUR kind letter of June 10th we received Auguft ad, and 
on the 5th had the plcafure to fee the Harmony arrive 
(afe in our harbour. This excited us to praife and thank 
our Lord, that he has condu&ed her again to us without 
any damage. 

We faw with much pleafure by your letter, that the 
falvation of the poor Efquimaux is a great concern of your 
hearts; and that you not only promote the external welfare 
of the miffion to the utmoft of your power, but perfevcre 
in recommending this great work with prayer and fup* 
plication to the Lord. And indeed, dear brethren, our 
gracious Saviour does not fuflfer your and our joint prayers 
to be in vain, but wc fee the fruits of them with our eyes. 
Of this we have traced feveral agreeable proofs, in the year 
pail, in the hearts of our Efquimaux. 

Already, towards the latter end of the year, a work of 
grace was perceptible among our people, and we obferved a 
particular cagemefs in them to hear the word of God. 
Several who had formerly been excluded on account of devi* 
ations, repented, and begged with tears for re-admiffion. 
When we fpoke with them of the great love of Jefus, mani- 
fefted in his death upon the crofs, to make an atonement for 
their fins, and to purchafe eternal happinefs for them, their 
hearts were often fo moved, that the tears would roll down 
their cheeks. And when we confider what we have feen 
.of the power of the blood of Chrift, to change and cleanfe 
the hearts of the poor wild Efquimaux, it caufes us to pray 
mod fervently, that alfo thofe Efquimaux might experience 
the fame, who are yet faft bound by the fnares and chains 
of Satan, being under the power of fin, and walking in 
darknefs, 

G a We 
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We heard but lately of fome fliocking murders committed 
in the North, efpecially in Seglek and Killanek, where the 
Efquimaux fell upon each other in their tents by night, and 
many were (tabbed and wounded with knives, in fo barba* 
rous a manner, that we could not hear it without horror, 
Our people here made feveral remarks upon thi? fubje&, 
expreffing their gratitude that the brethren had come into 
this country •, and adding, " We certainly fliould have had as 
many murders committed here, unlefs you had come and 
brought us the good news of our .Creator and Redeemer, of 
his love to us, and our duty to love him and our neigh-i 
bourV 

Laft winter, feventy-fevcn perfons lived here in fix winter-* 
houfesfj and our Heavenly Father granted that not one of 
them fuffered hunger, though they had not much in ftore 
when they came. As to our Efquimaux, only one adult 
and two children were baptized: three perfons were ad-» 
rnitted to be candidates for baptifm, and three for the Lord's . 
Supper. Ten perfons who had been excluded on account of 
tranfgreffions, were re-admitted. Three adults and one child 
departed this life. The brethren Freeh and Burghardt have 
continued the fchool with the Efquimaux children; and we 
are glad to fee that fome of them make a pretty good pror 
grefs in reading, and in repeating portions of fcripture and 
hymns $. 

We encouraged our pepple, towards the latter end of the 
year, to catch whales, and they exerted themfelves very 
niuch, but with no fuccefs ; for though they ftruck feveral, 
yet the whales efcaped, owing to the badnefs of their imple- 
ments. In the North three whales were caught, and this 
brought many vifitors from thence. We have been under 
the neceffity of repairing feveral parts of our premifes. 

• The Diary received from Okkak, makes mention of new traces having 
been difcovered, of Indians that inhabit the inland country, and of whom the 
Efquimaux are much afraid. They feem a nation entirely different from the 
Efquimaux on the coaft ; and a dog that ftrayed, probably from their' tents, to 
pur people, when hunting rein-deer, appeared of a breed different from the 
common dog of Labrador. He left them again in fome days. 

f See Cranz Hiflory of Greenland. Vol. I. book III. chap. i. page 139. 
i Sec No. I. page 9. 

Brother 
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Brother Kohlmeifter was received by us with much joy, 
and we doubt not but he will prove a very ufeful affiftant,—- • 
Brother Schmidtman * returns with the Harmony, and wo 
need not recommend him to your love and care. 

We all join in mod cordial love to you all, and return 
you our warmeft thanks for your kind care for us, commend* 
ing ourfclves again, with the whole work of God in this 
country, to your continued love and remembrance in prayer, 
being aflured that all fuccefs depends upon the bleffing of the 
jUnrd alone. 

We remain, 

Pear Brethren, 

Your affectionate and faithful 

Brethren and Sifters in Okkak. 

(Signed) John Christopher Wolf. 
Theobald Frech. 



HI. 
From HOPED ALE, dated Auguft 25, 1790. 

Dtmr Brethren, 

YOUR kind letter of June 9th we received, with many 
thanks for all the proofs of your love renewedly 
fliewn to us laft year. 

By thefe few lines we wifh to give you a brief account of 
our proceedings in the year paft. We European brethren 
and fitters are but fix in number; but in this our fmall 
family we have often experienced the fulfilment of our 
Saviour's promife, that where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in his name, there He will be alfo. He has likewife 

• Finding a ▼effd in the Orkneys — where the Harmony was detained by 
contrary wind* upwards of four weeks— he proceeded to Heniburg, and from 
thence went to Hcrrnhuth, by way of Chriftiansfcld. 

preferved 
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p t efcmd ui iii unity and harmony of (pint in all our cdn- 
fultatiooa* particularly in thofe regarding the important 
charge committed unto no in fcrring this million. 

It gives us pain that we cannot even now mention any 
favourable change as to the courfe of our Efquimaux. We 
hare again heard, with much grief, that moft of them have 
lived during the Summer feafon, in finful pra&ices 1 and it ia 
bard to tell where it may end, if our Lord does not inter- 
fere, and bring about an entire reformation. However, wo 
will not defpair, though the profpe& is fo bad, but rely 
upon him with filial confidence » and if it is his gracious 
will, that we (hall hold out ftill longer in faith in this wilder- 
nefs, we can truft that he will know how to melt the cold 
hearts of the Efquimaux, and enliven them to a fenfe of 
their wretched, condition, till they alfo cry out, What (hall 
we do to be faved ? 

Several boats have pafled by from the South to the 
North, as alfo a fledge laft May, fo that we have frequently 
heard of our poor loft flieep # , and fome of the baptized are 
ftill expe&ed to * come hither to winter, fome boats having 
already arrived in Kippolak Bay, about twenty miles off, if 
the account given by the Efquimaux be true. It may eafily be 
fuppofed, that thefe people will bring no good from a place 
where they are allowed to indulge every evil inclination with- 
out reftraint; and we may already guefs at their motives, from 
the narrations of thofe that have been here of late. There are 
fome Efquimaux that feem to a& the part of emifiaries, and 
fpread nothingbut the moft favourable accounts of thegoodnefa 
and cheapnefs of the European goods in the South; and though 
their accounts do not agree, yet they are inducement enough to 
the poor roving Efquimaux to rifle their all and fet off. This 
ib much impedes the work of the million, and has fuch a 
bad tendency in corrupting the minds of the few that are 
well-difpofed, that if God does not in mercy put a ftop to the 
evil, the confequences muft prove alarming. The baptized 

• In the yeart 1785 and 1786, a number of the baptised, chiefly of Hope* 
dale, were fednced to go to the South, where they bought fire-arms, aflociated 
with the Heathen, and toon plunged thcmfelves, not only into fpiritual, but 
outward mifery and ruin. 

who 
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who have thus migrated to the South, are grown fo wild, 
that they even refufe to be called by their baptifmal name : 
For inftance, j/tfiiai's fon, who, with his mother, was 
brought to London, and prefented to the Royal Family, 
having been called Pallifer> after Sir Hugh Pallifer, then 
Governor of Newfoundland, and in baptifm Jonathan, rc- 
fufes now to be called Jonathan; and this is the fame with 
others. 

We mention thefe things to you, dear brethren, to con- 
vince you how much we ftand in need of being mightily 
fuppprted by your prayers. May He who has called us, 
grant us grace to exert every power of our fouls and bodies 
in his fervice, and in promoting the fpreading of his king- 
dom on earth. 

Now, dear brethren, knowing how much the internal 
welfare of this million is the concern of your hearts, we re- 
turn you our moft cordial thanks for your kind remembrance, 
and alfo for your liberality in providing for our bodily 
fubfiftence; for which, may the bleffing of our Lord and 
Saviour reft upon you in an abundant manner ! With our 
moft fincere thanks we join our moft cordial fahitations, 
remaining firmly united with you in the bond of love, as 
fcTvants of our crucified Jefus, the brethren and fitters em- 
. ployed in the million at Hopedale. 

(Sigued) David Kiuje gels tun, 
Stephen Jensen, 
Samuel Towle, 

Suen Andersen. 



Extraf* 
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£xtra3 of a Letter from Brother John Ettwein, Prefident of the* 
Brethren* Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel among the 
Heathen in North America) to a Member of the Brethren! 
Society fir the Furtherance of the Gofpel in London. 



Bethlehem, Dec. 26, 179P; 

* /TF^HE United States having undertaken an expedi- 
JL tion againft the Indians to weftward, we were 
long under anxiety how our congregation of believing 
Indians might have fared $ and having received yefterday 
letters from the miffionaries David Zeifberger and Gottlob 
Senfeman, t fend you the fubftance of their contents imme- 
diately by the New -York packet, that you may communi- 
cate them to the brethren appointed to the care of the 
millions*" 

Brother David ZeifbergerV Letter is dated, New Salem, 
0£L 4, 1790. 

HE writes : " We received an exprefs from Pittfburg 
€< yefterday, with the agreeable news of brother Senfeman's \ 
" arrival at that* place, and your letters of July ill and 
€C Auguft 22d. Though we have but few horfes, yet we 
" contrived to fpare as many as are neceflary to fetch them 
« hither. The poor Indians will be very thankful when 
c< they receive the provifions you have kindly fent for them. 
<c At prefent much ficknefs prevails in our place and neigh- 
€t bourhood, even as far as Detroit, and there is hardly an 
u houfe in which fome are not ailing. My wife was con- 
u fined to her bed for four weeks with an inflammatory 
u fever, fo that her recovery fecmed doubtful ; and now, 
u though the diforder is gone off, yet (he regains her health 

* Sec No. I. page 7* 
f Travelling from Bethlehem to the Indian fcttleinent at Pettqootting, 
called New Salem. 

a " but 
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u but flowly* Brother Edwards has had the * fame illneft 
u nearly a month, but can walk about again. We live here 
" in peace, and hope that the robberies and murders com- 
u mitted by the Indians on the Sandufky Creek will foon 
" ceafe, for they begin to be afraid that fome great mif- 
c< fortune is impending. We now think ferioufly of begin- 
(t ning a new fettlement, but cannot as yet fix upon a pro- 
" per fpot of ground, wifliing to remove to fome diftanca 
u from the Lake, that we may be lefs difturbed by the dealers 
€i in rum, and other noify vifitors* As for our Indian 
" brethren and fitters, we may fay with truth, that out 
u Lord, and His Spirit, rules and labours among them* Ha 
fi blefles our weak teftimony of his atonement, fo as ta 
lt penetrate even into the hearts of the favages ; and the 
" number of thofe who take refuge in the congregation o£ 
** believers increafes. I have been rather infirm in body* 
" but my fpirit is chearful. — Salute all our brethren every 
" where." 

Brother Senfeman writes from Pittlburgh, 0#* ifi, 1790* 

u AT length our Indian brethren arrived from New 
u Salem to fetch us. They were detained by violent rains* 
" To-morrow we (hall leave this place, and hope to be with 
" our Indian congregation in New Salem in a fortnight- 
" The road U long and bad, and we mult crofs many creek9 
%€ and fwamps .May the Lord, our Savior, be our guide and 
*' prote&or J We have been detained here four weeks and 
" two days, during which time I preached twice at the 
" church in the German language ; and, thanks to our 
" Saviour ! there are here alfo fome fouls who are concerned 
" for their falvation, and exprefs a wifh thatThe brethren 
" might vifit them more frequently." 

Brother Ettweih continues— 

i€ THE Congrefs has published an account of the deftruc- 
tion of Miami-Town by General Harmer ; according to 
which, there were 183 Americans killed, and 50 wounded— 
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loo Indians loft their lives, but no prifoners are mentioned, 
Miami-Town was the place where many of our poor dif- 
perfed Indians were detained by their countrymen, and 
never fuffered to join the flock again. Now, it is fuppofed, 
that many of the diftrefled widows and orphans will flock to 
New Salem to get bread, for by all accounts they h^ve loft 
every thing. 

u A few weeks ago a Gentleman came to one of our - 
Minifters, requcfting, in the name of fome Members of 
Congrefs, and the Aflembly of this State, that fome 
Indian brethren might move to French Creek, about fifteen 
miles from Lake Erie, where, according to his account, the 
land is level and fruitful, and fit for a fettlement. Their 
view was, that the Gofpel might be preached to the Sen- 
neker Indians, who had in good earned refolved to mend 
their lives, and receive teachers and fchool-mafters. They 
had fent to Pennfylvania in this view ; and, as the brethren 
feemed inclined to propagate the Gofpel to the Indians, alt 
poflible afliftance arid protection fhould be granted them on 
the part of Government.*— Lately a white man, ■ who has 
married a Senneker Indian woman, and lives in Zonefliio, in 
the Senneker country, came hither with two of his children, 
and afked leave to place them in our boarding-fchool. We 
could not grant his requeft at ptefent ; but his account of the 
good difpofition of the Senneker nation perfeftly agreed 
with the above, and he prayed that fome brethren might 
come and refide amongft them. 

w We cannot but look upon this as a lingular proof of God's 
mercy, for formerly no nation oppofed the preaching of the 
gofpel more than the Senneker. Perhaps the time is at hand 
when thefe poor favages, after their chaftifement, will turn 
unto the Lord."— 

The latejt Accounts received from fever al Mifjtons. 

i. T7ROM the three Dani{hWeft-IndiaIflands,St. Thomas, 

JF St. Croix, and St. Jan> we have again received very 

unfavourable accounts as to the external concerns of the poor 

negroes. The unufual drought, , which lafted near three 

years, 
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years, with very little intermiffion, has brought great diftrefi* 
upon them, and our millions have had their (hare in the ge- 
neral calamity. The plentiful rain mentioned in our laft 
account, proved only a temporary relief? The miffionaries 
however remark, that amidft all trouble and perplexity, tjie 
Lord is with them, and comforts them by many proofs of his 
grace, both to them and the believing negroes. 

2. In Antigua, God ble0es and profpers his work among - 
the negroes in fo evident a manner, that we moft fervently 
join our miffionaries in rendering humble thanks and praifes 
to Him, whenever we read their letters and accounts. The 
congregations of believers, both in St. Johrf% and Gracebill, 
increafe in number and grace. 

3. In Jamaica a violent hurricane raged on the firft 
of September, by which the chapel at Me/bpotamia was un- 
roofed ; but in Cartnel no damage has been done. All our 
brethren and fifters in both places are well, but lament the 
flow progrefs of the gofpel in that ifland. 

4. In Tobago* feveral circumftances have concurred to ren- 
der the beginning of a new million not fo eafy, as the gene- 
rous exertions of feveral planters gave reafbn to exped. The 
hurricane has alfohere raged mod violently, and ourmifiionary, 
brother Montgomery », hasfliared in the diftrefsoccafioned there- 
by. We hope foon to be able to fpeak more circumftantfally 
concerning this million. 

5. Of Greenland we can mention the following accounts 
from letters dated Lichtenfels* Aug. 5, 1790. 

Brother Broderfen* who fupef intends the miffione in Green* 
land, and had been prefent at the general fynod of the unity, 
BeldatHerrnhuthini789, arrived June 8th inNewherrnhuth 
after a fafe and expeditious voyage. He proceeded from 
thence to Lichtenfels on the 16th of July. In both places the 
refolutions of the fynod were communicated to our European 
brethren and fifters. Our Greenlanders have been well fup- 
plied with provisions, though the winter lafted almoft tUl 
May, with an unufual quantity of fnow. In Newherrnhutb 
fix perfons were received into the congregation j five depart- 
ed this life. In Lichtenfels five were received into the con- 
gregation, and feven departed this life. In Lichtenau ten adults 
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were baptized, and five departed this life. Thirty people have 
been added to the congregations from among the Heathen 
fince the beginning of the year 1789. The miffionaries ex- 
prefs their gratitude to our Lord and Saviour, that he has 
preferved them all In good health, granted them to live in 
harmony and peace, been prefent with them, and blefled 
their teftimony of his atonement with power and the demon- 
ftration of his Spirit, amidfl all their weaknefs and ineffici- 
ency. , 

6. A perfon of charatter at the cape of Good Hope has late-* 
ly written to one of his acquaintance in Holland, that he had. 
heard, that about fifty years ago a Moravian teacher, called 
Schmidt, had lived among the Hottentots* > with a viewtopreach 
the gofpel j and though he had made no very confpicuous 
progrefs, yet his endeavors had produced genuine good, of 
which he had lately been an eye-witnefs, being prefent at 
the death of one of brother Schmidts late pupils, who put 
many Chriftians, fo called, to fhamewjth his pure knowledge 
of the gofyel, his reliance upon his Redeemer, and chear- 
fulnefe at the approach of death. The writer of this letter 
adds, u that although the Hottentots were a ftupid people, yet 
they poflefs much good nature, and it would be a great bene- 
fit to them if they were inftru&ed in Chriftianity f. " 

7. According to letters from the fettlement of the brethren 
near Tranquebar, on the coaft of Coromandel, our brethren 
were under fome apprehenfions concerning the approach of 
Tippoo Saib's troops, and were thankful to God, that the 
fuppofed intentions of his party to plunder their dwellings 
had been providentially prevented 5 firft, by tlie fwell of the. 
river Kollaram, and afterwards by their being driven back by 
theEngli£h cavalry. The letters were <Jated Aug. 30, 1790. 



• See No. 1. page 5. 

+ The Synod of 1789 refolved, at the requeftof feveral well-wifhere 
to the caufe of God, to take fteps to refurae the million to the Hottentots ; 
but many difficulties have fince appeared, 
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An AbJiraEt of Brother Matthew Stack's Narrative of hit own 

Life. 
N. B. He was the Hrft miflionary fent by the Brethren to Greenland, 

I WAS born atMankendorf in Moravia, March 4th, 1711. 
My father, Chriftian Stach, was a pious man, and la- 
boured diligently, though under great oppreffion, in the 
gofpel, among the few remaining brethren in Moravia. The 
firft occafion of my having ferious impreffions upon my 
mind, was a circumftance apparently infignificant. I was 
fitting and crying, that, in a diftribution of cake among my 
companions, I had been negle&ed. My father reproved me 
for it, and faid, " Ab, my fon, could I but once fee thee weep 
as earneftly on account of thy fins." — Thefe words pierced me 
to the heart, and I retained a lading impreflion of them. In 
the fummer-feafon I was chiefly employed in tending cattle 
in the fields, and in winter my father taught me at home to 
read and write, fearing left if I went to fchool, I might be 
hurt by bad examples, He did not agree with the Roman 
Catholic cuftom of adminiftering the facrament to children 
of feven or eight years old, and therefore kept me from it. I 
remember, about that age, to have been in great diftrefs of 
mind about my foul's falvation, fo that I often wifhed to have 
been any creature rather than a man. In my 1 2th year I en- 
tered into fervice, and being no more under my father's im- 
mediate infpe&ion, foon got a hankering after the vanities 
and pleafures of the world, though I was not able to launch 
out as others did, owing to my father's being counted a he- 
retic, and the young men of the village fhunning his con- 
nexions. Whenever I vifited him, his words penetrated 
into my heart, and brought back my former refleftions. 
When I was 16, I inoved to Zauchenthal, a place noted for 
licentioufnefs j and, alas ! foon began to relifli it myfelf. 
However, God was pleafed to blefs the frequent admonitions 
of a friend of my father's, called Melchior Conrady who, by 
hisreprefenting the dangers I was expofed to, prevailed on 
me to refolve, that as foon as I could fave a little money, I 
would leave the country, and join the emigrants who then; 
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Iiad fettled at Herrnhuth in Upper Lufatia. But, being at 
my father's houfe on Palm Sunday, it happened that a cou- 
fin of mine, Martin Franle, was there from Herrnhuth, and 
I felt a great defire to accompany him on his return. He en- 
deavoured, by every argument, to diffuade me from taking 
this ftep, painting, in lively colours, the poverty, hardfliips, 
and diftrefs the emigrants had to ftruggle with, and how 
much worfe my outward condition would be* All this, 
joined to the pam my father fjplt at the thought of parting 
with me, had nearly overfet my resolution. But it foon 
returned with redoubled force, till at laft I packed up my 
linen in a bundle, and went to take a final leave of my father. 
Upon feeing me firmly determined to go, he began to de- 
fcribe the difficulties he had laboured under to provide fome- 
thing for mc j " and now," faid he, " you are going to leave 
u me, juft when, according to the courfe of nature, you 
€t would have foon ftepped into your inheritance; but," add- 
ed he, c< if your defire to emigrate originates from a pure 
cc defire to fave your foul, and to enjoy liberty of confidence, 
" I would not, upon any confideration in the world, detain 
cc you.* It is impoflible for me to tell what comfort I felt 
at this laft fpeech of my father's. I remained concealed in 
his houfe that night ; and the next morning, before day-break, 
my coufin, two other brethren, and I, fet out on our journey. 
In the foreft of Troppau we refted a little, and I prayed 
earneftly to the Lord to grant me ftrength to proceed ; for 
the want of fleep, for two nights, had almoft broke me down. 
At night we arrived in Rofniz, where we celebrated the 
Eafter holidays, and then foon reached Herrnhuth fafe. 
Here I firft lodged with my coufin, whofe conversation and 
connexions proved a blefling to me; I foon found great 
difficulty in earning my bread. I ferved ip the orphan-houfc 
for fome time ; then took to fpinning wool. Many a day I 
fubfifted upon nothing but a bit of dry bread, and in fliort, 
met with fo many trialsof this kind, that the brethren thought 
I mould foon quit Herrnhuth. But I never forgot my refo- 
lution, made before the Lord, when I left my father's houfe, 
to perfevere, mould I even fufFer hunger, ficknefs, and death 
itfelf. Thus I looked up in faith unto my heavenly Father, 
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and trufted to his kind providence from day to day, nor did 
I lack any thing needful for the fupport of life. In June, I 
was followed by my coufin Chriftian Stach, but heard foon 
after, that both his and my father had been imprifoned, as 
having countenanced our efcape j my father was foon fet 
free, but his father remained in prifon till three days before 
his death. The widow then fent to defire that we would 
come and fetch her and her two children to Herrnhuth. 
We accordingly attempted it, and on Whitfuntide-eve 
1730, arrived at my father's houfe, where we lay concealed 
for a whole week. My father wiflied us not to ftay for him, 
and thus we fet out with the above-mentioned perfons, and 
another widow woman. Finding it very inconvenient to 
bring the children along, we got a wheelbarrow on the fron- 
tiers of Silefia, put the two youngeft into it, and thus arrived 
fafe in Herrnhuth. Mean while the Roman Catholic priefts . 
refolved to fecure my father. They fent fearchers unawares 
into his houfe, examined all his papers and books, and 
among other things found a letter from me, with which 
they went to the parfonage-houfe, where a number of priefts 
were aflembled, taking my father with them. He was left 
below ftairs unguarded, while they perufed the contents of 
the letter above. Knowing their evil defigns, my father 
availed himfelf of his liberty, and ran home as faft as he could, 
where he informed his wife and children what had happened, 
and where he fhould hide himfelf, fo that they might find 
him and emigrate together. The letter filled a whole flieet 
of paper in clofe writing, fo that the priefts difcovered his 
efcape too late. Hereupon they fent four men to watch the 
houfe ; but, in the dark, my mother and three fifters efcaped" 
their vigilance, and joined my father. They now proceeded 
to Zauchtcnthal, but not one of my father's old friends would 
venture to take him in. The fecond day therefore they 
fpent in a corn-field, the owner of which difcovered them, 
and humanely relieved their wants with fome bread and milk. 
In the night they proceeded j but finding that the ftriSeft 
fearch was made after them in all the neighbourhood, they 
remained in^ place of concealment eight days, and at length, 
fetching a large compafs, arrived at Herrnhuth on the 15th 
of June 1730. I had 
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I had now lived two years in Herrnhuth, and fpent my 
days, in general, contented and chearful j but remained al- 
ways deficient in the main point, namely, in obtaining an 
inward aflurance that my fins were forgiven. This fubjecT: 
was treated of in all public difcourfes, and I grew more and 
more uneafy. But, alas ! I fell into working and ftriving to 
obtain it by my own merit, which caufed me many a fad and 
anxious hour. I felt myfelf totally under the law and its 
curfe, and the more I ftrove to keep it, the more I difcovered 
my fall. Therefore, wherever I was, I was wretched and 
miferable ; and finding that I could not procure peace of 
mind by any means, I difclofed my whole fituation to a con- 
fident friend for his advice. His anfwer was, "If thou art 
" hungry, eat ; if thirfty, drink ; all things are prepared 
u for thee." I thought his advice very unfatisfa&ory, ex- 
pecting that he would diftate to me a greater exertion of 
felf-deiiial, upon which, at that time, I refted my hopes. 
Thus my diftrefs remained, and I fpent a whole night in 
tears and prayers to the Lord for his help and direction, 
humbling myfelf before him as a poor undone (inner. 

In the morning meeting, at feven the next day, I can fay 
with truth, that our Saviour granted me fuch an inward af- 
furance that he had forgiven me my fins, and I felt fuch 
confidence towards him, as my ftrength and fhield, and fuch 
a firm reliance upon his merits and death, that all my doubts 
and fears vaniflied at once, and peace and joy in die Holy 
Ghoft took place within my heart. I was foon after admit- 
ted to the Lord's Supper, and enjoyed in communion with 
my Savior, and in fellowfhip with the whole congregation, 
daily new bleffings and fpiritual confolations. In general, 
love and fimpjicity reigned amongft us, and we forgot all 
outward poverty and difficulty. After the labour of the day 
was over, the fingle brethren ufually took a walk into the 
wood, two and two, to converfe with each other concerning 
what the Lord had done for their fouls 5 and when they re- 
turned, they fang an hymn together before going to reft- 
Once as we were palling by the houfc of the late count Zin- 
zendorf, he was juft ftepping out with Dr. Schaefer, a 

Lutheran 
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Lutheran divine, then on a vifit in Herrhhuth. Upon fee* 
ing us, he addreffed the do&or — " Hete^ fir, you fee future 
miffionaries among the Heathen. " I was much ft ruck at 
hearing thefe words ; and a defire I had felt for fome time, to 
preach the Gofpel to the Heathen, began to increafe within 
me. About the fame time, two brethren, Leonhard Dober 
and Tobias Leopold, wrote a letter to the congregation, men- 
tioning their defire and willingnefs to preach the Gofpel to 
the negroes in the Weft Indies, and that, to gain this end, 
they were even willing to become flaves themfelves. Hitherto ' 
I had hefitated to mention a fimilar impulfe of my heart to 
any one ; but this letter gave me courage to fpeak to brother 
Bohnifch, my confident friend, about it. I rejoiced greatly 
to find in him the fame difpofition of mind; and we re- 
folved to lay our defire before the elders, and the congrega- 
tion, in the fame manner as the above-mentioned two bre- 
thren had done, offering to go to Greenland. We had 
to wait two years before our wifhes were accompliflied; and 
in the mean time frequent enquiries were made, whether 
we continued in the fame mind ? and, thanks to the Lord ! 
we could always chearfully anfwer in the affirmative. 
During this period I was fent to Hall in Saxony, and to 
Jena, with a view to enquire into the circumftances of the 
emigrants from Salzburg. On this journey I had the mif- 
fortune to fall into the hands of fome Pruflian foldiers, who 
detained me a whole night, and treated me very aruelly, in 
order to compel me to enlift. However, through the inter- 
ference of Count Zinzendorf, I was fet at liberty the next 
day. This happened in 1732." 

Thus far the conne&ed narrative of our late brother. He 
now received a regular vocation from the congregation to 
preach the Gofpel to the Heathen in Greenland, and pre- 
pared himfelf for this great apd important undertaking. His 
above-mentioned friend, brother Bohnifch, was at that time 
engaged in a different way, and could not accompany him. 

I He 
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He therefore fixed upon his coufin, Chriftian Stacli, to> 
be his afliftant, and they left Herrnhuth January 19th 
1733. When they arrived at Copenhagen, they heard that 
the Daniih million begun in Greenland, by that eminent 
fervant of God the reverend Paul Egede, about twelve years 
ago, was almoft totally negle&ed, fo that they found it very 
difficult to gain the attention and afliftance of Government. 
The manner by which this was at length brought about, 
through the kind interference of the privy counsellor Von 
Plefs, b defcribed in Cranzen's hiftory of (Greenland. Book 
V. 

In a letter written to his brother in Herrnhuth, fliortly 
after his arrival in Greenland, our late brother fays: 

" Though far diftant from you in body, I feel myfelf 
joined to you in fpirit, for as much as we both have enlifted 
under the fame banner, and are become fol^iers of Chrift, 
though ferving ih different companies. I am here upon a 
recruiting party, to bring fouls to the knowledge of him and 
his falvation. We have named our fettlement New-Hcrrn- 
huth, to '{how that we are under the guidance of the fame 
Spirit which rules in your place." 

The brethren Bohnifch and Beck followed him in 1734* 
and whoever reads the hiftory of Greenland with attention, 
cannot but be fenfible that thefe brethren were put to very 
fevere trials of their faith, efpecially during the firft fix 
years of their abode there. They were perfons of no more 
than ,common fchool education; and yet, before they could 
preach the Gofpel to the Greenlanders, they had to make 
themfelves mailers of the language, which is one of the moft 
difficult to learn. Th<S fmall-pox, which threatened the de- 
finition of the Greenland nation jtheir own bodily fufferings, 
from the feverity of the climate; and, above all* the ridicule 
and contempt with which the Gofpel was treated, and the 
dangers they encountered in vifiting the Heathen, were cir- 
cumftances requiring no (mall degree of faith and confidence 
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in our Almighty Savior, to be fupportcd under. Oar late bro- 
ther Stach abounded particularly in faith and reliance upon 
God's providence, protection and fupport; and his converfa- 
tion proved do fmall encouragement to the reft, when they 
were ready to fink under their burthen. In the beginning, 
their method of preaching the Gofpel was very defeSive, con- 
fiding of much argument j but after having received more light 
upon this head, they weTe moft agreeably furprized to fee the 
blefled effefts produced by the plain teftimony of the life, 
fufierings, and death of JefusChrift, the Savior of the world. 
This is evidently proved in the hiftory of the firft Grcenlan- 
der convert, Samuel Kajarnak*, whom our late brother had 
the joy to baptize on the 29th of March 1739, being in the 
7th year of his abode in Greenland. In 1740, he returned to 
Europe, and was prefent at the General Synod at Marienborn, 
where he gave a very minute detail of all circumftances relat- 
ing to the Greenland million. February 4th, 1 741, he married 
a filler at Herrnhaag, and went from thence to Geneva. He 
then vifited our congregations and focieties in different parts 
of Germany, was ordained a prefbyter of the church of the 
brethren in Marienborn, December 1 2th, and the day fol- 
lowing fet out on his return to Greenland. During his 
abode of three months in Copenhagen, he obtained from hi« 
Danifh Majefty the redrefs of fevejral grievances, and wag 
confirmed by him as a miflionary to the Greenlanders. July 
17th, 1742, he arrived in Greenland, and found that the ' 
Lord's work had increafed abundantly. Having aflifted in 
completing the building of the chapel at New-Herrnhuth, 
brought over from Holland, he returned to Europe in 1 747, 
with five baptized Greenlanders, three of whom he left with 
our brethren in Holland, but the other two accompanied 
him on his travels to our fettlements in Germany. He then 
went upon fome particular bufinefs, by way of London, to 

' See Cranz'f Hiftory of Greenland, Book V. 6th year, $ 1. 

I 2 NeW- 

Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



C 64 ] 

New-York. In Jane 1 749, he arrived a third time fafe and 
well in Greenland, where he labored with much diligence 
and faithfulnefs till 1751, when he was called to begin a 
million among the Efquimaux, on the coaft of Labrador* 
In this view, he arrived in London, January nth, 1752 } 
but the brethren being obliged to relinquifh the plan of that 
miflion for the prefent, he fpent fome time, according to his 
own account, very happily in the family of the late Count 
Zinzendorf, and then accepted of a propofal of bifhop 
Joannes Von Watteville, to accompany him on a vifitation 
to the miflion in Greenland. Their flay in that country 
lafted two months. , The year 1753, he fpent chiefly in 
Germany j but in fpring 1754, was appointed to introduce 
brother Matthew Kunz into the Greenland miflion. This 
having been the fifth vifit he paid to that country, he began 
to think of enjoying fome reft in fellowfliip with the con- 
gregations in Europe. But whenever he heard any letters or 
accounts from Greenland, his defire to be at work in the 
Lord's vineyard returned 5 and his love for the congregations 
of believing Greenlanders was fuch, that he could never 
think or hear of them, without wifhing fervently to be 
again amongft them. About this time our late brother met 
with fome very heavy affli&ions in his family, which, had 
not the Lord fupported him in an extraordinary manner, 
would have been fufBcient to break him down. In one of 
his papers, giving an account of thefe circumftances, he fays, 
that he then prayed that he might be taken out of this vale 
of tears, to reft from all his labor; but the Lord had referved 
him for further fervices. For, " continues he," on the 
twenty*-fecond of February 1757, 1 was called to go again to 
Greenland, and eftablifh a new miflion in the Fifcher Fiorde, 
(Fi(her , 3 bay). Two brethren, Jens and Peter Haven, were 
appointed to accompany me. We fet out March 15th, and 
arrived June 28th, in New-Herrnhuth. I called to mind 
my firft arrival in this country, May 20th, 25 years ago, and 

now 
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now rejoiced to fee above four hundred Greenlanders who 
had turned with their whole hearts unto the Lord; two 
hundred and upwards having departed this life, rejoicing in 
God their Savior. July 19th, we fet out for the Fifcher 
Fiorde, accompanied by four Greenland families, confiding 
in all of thirty-two perfons; and on the twenty-fourth 
pitched our tents at Akenamiak, the fpot where Lichtenfels 
now (lands. 

In beginning this million, our late brother encountered a 
number of difficulties infeparable from fuch undertakings. 
July 21ft, 1761, th^ chapel, fent over from Europe, was 
ere&ed, and he foon had the joy to baptize the firft family 
of converts from among the Heathen of this place, confiding 
of father, mother, fon, and daughter. After the death of 
brother Boehnifch, then firft miffionary at New-Herrnhuth, 
he undertook the care of that fcttlement for fome time, and 
then returned to Lichtenfels. Having long had a defire of % 
vifiting the fouthern part of Greenland, the inhabitants of 
which, by trading with our people, had conceived a defire of 
hearing the Gofpel preached in their own country, he made 
a voyage thither in 1 765, accompanied by fome Greenland 
helpers. Not knowing what dangers he might be liable to 
in the courfe of this undertaking, he took a moft affe&ionate 
leave of the two congregations. However, the Lord was at 
his right hand, and brought him fafe home again 5 and to 
complete his joy, he heard afterwards, that a fettlement of 
the brethren was eftablifhed in the fouth, called Lichtenau, 
and that the feed he had fown fprung up and bore fruit. 
Befides the many and various occupations with which he 
was continually engaged,, he fpent his few leifure hours in 
compiling a Greenland grammar and di&ionary, by which 
the ftudy of this difficult language is rendered more eafy to 
beginners. In 1771 he returned to Europe, where he laid 
the whole ftate of the Greenland miflion before the brethren 
appointed by the Synod to have the direction of the miffions, 

in 
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in fo clear and circumftantial a manner, confefling whatever 
he thought he had mifmanaged through too great zeal, &c. 
that all prefent were greatly affe&ed, and could not but re- 
vere this venerable difciple of Jefus. He then defired to 
retire to North America, where he arrived in Auguft 1772, 
and fixed upon the brethren's fettlement at Bethabara, in 
Wachovia, for his abode. Being unaccuftomed and un- 
willing to fpend his time in a date of ina&ivity, he offered 
his fervices to keep a fchool for boys j and being ufed to 
much exercife, chofe to undertake hard labor in garden- 
ing, &c. to preferve his health, as much as his advanced 
years would permit. The profperity of Chrifl's kingdom, 
and the propagation of the Gofpel, was a fubjeft of his daily 
and mod fervent prayers. Nothing gave him more joy than 
to heai accounts from the different millions; and the whole 
congregation at Salem (where he then refided) joined him 
in celebrating the jubilee of the Greenland million in 1783. 
His mental faculties, which had been remarkably ftrong, 
began about this time to fail; and he was fo hurt by a fall 
he had in 1785, that from that time he was moftly confined 
to his bed. His pains and confinement he bore with exem- 
plary patience, and the lofs of his memory proved a mercy, 
in as far as he could never be perfuaded otherwife, than that 
the above accident had happened but the other day. He fpent 
his time in fweet communion with our Savior, and never 
complained; but, December 14th 1787, grew fo weak that 
lie required conftant attendance day and night. He fpoke 
with chearfulnefs of that happy moment when he fhould be 
feleafed from all pain and trouble, and fee his Savior face to 
face ; and his laft words were, " O Lord Jefus, come quickly !" 
During his illnefs, he ufed to give out feveral hymns that had 
been his particular favorites, defiring thofe prefent to fing 
them for him, and joining now and then with great fer*- 
vency. On the 21ft of December 1787, towards evening, he 
departed into the joy of his Lord, in the 77th year of his age, 
jmd now refts from all his labor with the Lord for ever. 

Concerning 
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Concerning the beginning of a Million in Tobago. 

3. ExtraB gf Brother John Montgomery's Report of bis Second 
Vifit to the I/land of Tobago. (He was then refident as a 
tnijjionary in Baibadoes.) 

AUGUST 15th, 1789, we left Barbadoes, and were 
thankful for our fafe and expeditious voyage to 
Tobago ; for the heat of the fun was fo intenfe, that wc 
could not remain on deck, and below we found it very in- 
convenient. When we arrived at the ifland, on the i8th, 
it was too late in the evening to reach Mr. Hamilton** 
dwelling j but a gentleman who had feen me here during my 
firft vifit, hearing that we had no lodging, offered us a room 
in his houfe, and treated us with the greateft kindnefs. 
The next day, at noon, Mr. Hamilton arrived, and conduced 
us to his houfe. I was forry to hear that our friend, Count 
Dillon, Governor of the ifland, was gone to France, and 
probably intends to refign his office. The 23d, I went with 
Mr. Hamilton's family to attend the ufual Sunday's fervice 
in the town. As yet no church has been built in the ifland, 
and divine fervice is performed in the town-houfe. Ad? 
joining to this is the negro-market, and the noife they make 
during the fervice is fuch that hardly one fentence of the 
difcourfe can be underftood. About a thoufand negroes are 
generally in the market-place, but I faw only one at the fer» 
vice. In the evening I gave an exhortation to Mr. Hamil- 
ton's negroes* As this is done in thediningJiall, and in the 
prefence of the family, the negroes are kept in good order. 
The 25th, at noon, I met the children j few could come, for 
as foon as they can work they are employed in the fields. The 
28th, I paid a vifit to a gentleman who is a profefled DeifL 
As he has a great number of flaves, I afked him whether he 
would permit tfcem to hear the Gofpel, if a brother fliouUt 
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fettle in the ifland as a miflionary* He promifed, not Otitf 
not to hinder them, but to affift in promoting the daufe i 
u for/' added he, " though I have my private thoughts iri 
religious matters, yet I do hot aflert that I am in the right ; 
and every one may zSt conformable to his own conviction." 
During the following days I paid feveral vifits to the negrtfes, 
but found not one who {howed the lead wifli to be converted. 
They all ruin themfelves in foul and bodjr by the fame -fins 
and abominations that prevail in the other iflands, and their 
whole minds feem abforbed in them. — We received about 
this time letters from the Synod of the Brethren, informing 
us, that it had been refolved to begin a million in Tobago, 
and that we were appointed to enter upon it. God our 
Savior knows our weaknefs and inability ; but, in reliance 
upon him, we have accepted the appointment, and commend 
ourfelves, and the poor negroes in this ifland, to the prayers 
of all our Brethren every where. We were now defirous of 
returning to Barbadoes as focn as poflible, that we might 
give up our commiflion there, and then move hither* 

Sept. 6th, a large number of negroes attended our meet* 
ing; but, alas! their attendance is not voluntary, but by 
order of their matters. Thus little real good can be expe&ed 
at prefent ; and fome gentlemen even informed me, that the 
negroes fufpe£fc their matters of interefted motives in fend- 
ing them to us, which makes them come with double reluc- 
tance. Another difadvantage lies in this, that hardly a 
fourth part of them underftand Englifh, and many make 
themfelves intelligible to each other merely by figns. For 
this ifland has been but lately cultivated, and a large impor- 
tation of new negroes is annually required, which will con- 
tinue till the new generation of Creoles is fufficiently nume- 
rous to work in all the plantations. 

In our meeting on the 13th, fome European gentlemen 
were prefent, who exprefled much fatisfaftion with the be- 
havior of the negroes. During the following week, Mr. 
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Hamilton and his whole family being abfent, and we made 
good ufe of out time in vifiting the negroes in their huts. 

On. the 27th, I felt great liberty in fpeaking to the negroes. 
The next day, the minifter of the Englifii Church paid a vifit 
of four days to the family. He has refided here only two 
years. 

October 7th, we called upon Mr. W — n, brother-in-law 
to Mr. Hamilton, who is a friend to the caufe. He pointed 
out a pFace near the town, as the moft convenient fpot for 
the. dwelling of a miflionary. It is advantageoufly fit ua ted 
on the chief road to the town, by which a great number of 
negroes from the plantations pafs daily, and the town-ne- 
groes would alfo find it convenient : but till I am fettled here* 
nothing can be finally determined. Mr. W — n took me to 
iee three eflates. 

On the nth, the church-minifter and other European gen- 
tlemen were prefent at our meeting. They admired the 
quiet behaviour of the negroes; but I told them, that I had no- 
where found reafon to complain of the contrary. About this 
time, I vifited a poor dying negro, and fpoke to him of the. 
Jife eternal procured for us by our Savior, in whom I ex- 
horted him to believe : but his repeated anfwer was, that 
fince his birth he had never done any thing to offend any 
one. He was too weak to fpeak much, and died the day 
after. The good opinion the negroes have of themfelves is 
aftonHhing; for, though they wallow in the worft of fins, 
they think they have a good h^art, iand love God. — I fome- 
times vifited Mr. V — n's negroes ; but in travelling to and 
fro, got fo thoroughly wet, that a fevere cold enfued', which 
confined me for a week ; and as I could not have a meeting 
with Mr. Hamilton's negroes, I defired the Church of Eng- 
land minifter to exhort them. After my recovery, I was 
invited to a neighbouring gentleman, with whom I fpoke 
much of the converfion of the negroes. But the minds of 
both whites and blacks are at prefent fo much alarmed by 
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accounts from France, that all other confiderations are be* 
come fecondary, and the revolution in that country is the 
only general topic of converfation. 

November ift, feveral w^iite people from the other fide of 
the ifland were prefent at the mectiqg of the negroes, and 
exprefled their fatisfa&ion. The next week was a time of 
great uneafinefs and fear, traces of a general infurre&ion 
having been difcovered throughout the ifland. However, the 
planters were fuccefsful in gaining the good will of the fol- 
diers, and thus all difturbance ceafed for the prefent. I con-? 
tinued to hold meetings with the negroes, and to vifit them 
in their huts a$ ufual ; but could not convince them of their 
wretched ftate without God in the world, This is the work 
of the Spirit of God, and* to him we look with confidence; 
I addrefied a gentleman who had not yet fent his negroes to 
church, and alked him his reafons. He anfwered, that he did 
not think tjiat any of them wiflied to be converted; but added, 
that if I would appoint a day, he would affemble them, and I 
fhould preach to them. This was done accordingly, and 
the poor people feemed to liften with great eagernefs. I muft 
however own, that in general I feel rather heavy in our 
meetings, for the negroes come as they do to work, being 
driven againft their inclination. On the firft Chriftmast 
holiday I could not converfe with them, for they do nothing 
but eat, drink, and dance all day long. The day after, I 
read and explained the hiftory of our Lord's incarnatipn to 
them. 

On the 27th, I was defired to meet the negroes of a neigh- 
bouring eftate j but they were ftill fo ftupified by the excefs 
and drunkennefs they had indulged in on Chriftmas-day, that 
my attendance was in vain. I had now fome idea how the 
celebration of thefc feftivals is conducted 5 but the Lord can 
work wonders, and change their hearts and morals, as he has 
4pne in other iflands, 

Dec. 29th! 
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Dec. 29th, we found a veflel failing to Barbadoes, and our 
Worthy holt brought us on board. It was providential that 
lie had given us an extraordinary fupply of provifions, for 
tve fpent twelve days between the two iflands, though the 
Voyage is frequently made in 24 hours* 



N. B. The firft vifit paid by Brother John Montgomery to Tobago, 
was at the requeft of Mr. Hamilton, a gentleman of confiderable pro- 
perty and influence in that ifland 3 and whofe indefatigable zeal to promote 
the external and internal welfare of his negroes, and thofeof other planta- 
tions, caufed him to propofe and promote a Million among them; by means 
of which they might be made acquainted with the precious Gofpel of Jefus, 
and the wayto everlafling life. However, his repeated applications to 
the Brethren, could not be attended to fo foon as was wifhed, for various 
reafons j one of which was, that fince the ifland is in the* hands of the 
French, and the government Roman Catholic, it was doubted whether a 
Million could be effabliflied with any certainty of continuance. Mr. 
Hamilton, therefore, propofed this vifit, and introduced Brother Mont- 
gomery to the Governor, Count Dillon, by whom he was treated with 
great kmdnefs, and received the raoft fin cere offers of protection and fup- 
port. Upon the report given of this vifit, and a renewed application of 
Mr. Hamilton, figned by feveral other refpe&able planters, the Synod of 
the Brethren, met at Hermhut in 1789, refolved to fend a Miflionary to 
Tobago ; and Brother John Montgomery received a call to go thither. 
'—The further progrefs of this Minion is fees by the following letters. -»- 
The troubles that afterwards enfued, and the prefent unfettled ftate of 
affairs in the ifland, together with the departure of our valuable Brother 
and Sifter Montgomery out of time, will naturally caufe a fofpenfe of 
the Million for the prefent j but we truft to the Lord, that what is there 
ibwn in tears, will in due time product rich fruit. 
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2. From a Letter dated Tobago, June *]th y 1790. 

HAVING waited a confiderable time for an opportunity 
to fail to Tobago, we left Barbadoes on the 2 2d of April, 
and arrived here on the 27th. The Captain went firft on 
ftiore, to inform the governor of his cargo and paflengers, as 
is the cuftom here. As foon as the governor heard our 
Barnes, he gave orders that we {hould be brought on (horc 
immediately, and fent a foldier to condu& us to his houfe. 
He came to meet us, took me by the hand, and allured me, 
by his interpreter, (for he could not fpeak Englifli, nor I 
French), that he greatly rejoiced at our being at laft arrived 
to fettle, and fhould be glad to render us all the fervice in 
his power. Our goods were not examined ; but the officers 
placed on board for that purpofe fuffered them to pafs free. 
The word of Scripture appointed for this day was, He Jhall 
give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways, 
Pfal. xci. 11. — and we experienced a gracious fulfilment of 
this prcmife, even in behalf of us his poor children. 

Mr. Hamilton had procured us a lodging with his brother- 
in-law, having much company at his own houfe, and know- 
ing that we (hould be more at our eafc at Mr. W*-n's. 
However, as foon as the company left him, he fent for us, and 
we have been with him ever fince, except once on a vifit to 
the minifler of the Englifli church. But as to the main ob- 
je& of my coming hither, I could do but little, and feldom 
ffound an opportunity of meeting the negroes. Of the diftur« 
bances that prevailed here, you have heard before now, by 
the public papers. I have been a witnefs to the terror and 
confufion that reigned in this ifland. The firft alarm was 
occafioned by a general mutiny among the foldiers, both in 
the town and the plantations. They firft beat their officers 
mod unmercifully 5 and then, fome failed to the neighbouring 
ifland, others formed a garrifon without officers/ Two days 
after, the town was fet on fire, at two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, 
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iag, when all peaceable people were faft afleep. The in- 
cendiaries intended the deftru&ion of the whole place; and 
the houfes being built chiefly of wood, the drynefs of the 
feafon, and an high wind, favored their wicked defign. The 
conflagration fpread every way, and, did not ftop till it 
reached the fea. Indeed the gentlemen in the country 
haftened with a great number of negroes to extinguifh the 
flames 5 but the foldiers had fliut up every avenue, and 
would not fuffer one negroe to pafs till all was over. 
Some magazines that flood by themfelves to windward, 
were faved. A fortnight after, the foldiers embarked and 
fet fail for France, and all were glad to get rid of them. At 
prefent, fome volunteers? mount guard, and do other military 
duty. Tou may eafily fuppofe that thefe circumftances oc- 
cafioned a general terror, for none knew in what hour he 
might lofe life and fortune. Both whites and blacks kept 
ftrift watch every night. During this dreadful period we » 
looked confidently to our gracious and almighty God and 
Savior, as helplefs children ; and believing that he has lent 
us hither, offered up prayers and fupplications to him in 
behalf of ourfelves and this ifland, that he would in due 
time filence the ftorm, difpel all darknefs, and caufe the 
light of his precious Gofpel to fhine in the hearts of the poor 
negroes. We felt his peace amidft the tumult, and put our 
truft under the fhadow of his wings, To look out for a 
fettlement, in the prefent crifis, was impoffible; and nohoufe 
could be procured with fafety. However, as foon as the 
troubles fubfided a little, we fixed upon an houfe near 
the town, and only wait for the removal of the prefent 
tenants. 

Before I conclude, I will juft mention a word or two con- 
cerning the miflion in Barbadoes.— I firmly believe, that our 
LoTd will yet fee of the travail of his foul, in that ifland. 
This was the firft impreffion I had when I entered upon 
the labor there, and, amidft all trials, it never forfook me. 

The 
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The letters Ireceived from the brethren in Europe, comi 
fortied me greatly, as they exprefled the fame confident hopes 
concerning the million. I Pondered frequently at your pa- 
tience in fupporting fo expenfive a million, without much, 
vifible fruit arifing from our labors. Now the time of 
▼ifitation appears to me to be at hand, and I think I have 
lived to fee the beginning. Ever fince Chriftmas, we could 
no more preach within doors, the number of our conflant 
hearers having greatly increafed. Several of our baptized 
negroes began to tell others what the Lord had done for their 
fouls. Several of them brought their relations and friends 
to the meeting ; and two of thofe who were thus in a man- 
ner compelled to come, were baptized, and one of them ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Supper, before we left the ifland. O 
that I knew but one foul in Tobago truly concerned for his 
(alvation, how mould I rejoice ! 

July 28th, 1790. 

P. S. Having found no opportunity to fend the above 
to Europe, I will add the following : 

It was the 17th of June before Mr. Hamilton would fuffer 
us to move to our new dwelling, for he kindly detained us 
from time to time. The texts appointed for the day on 
which we thus began our houfekeeping as miflionaries, was 
remarkably fuitable : He bringeth them unto their deftred havens 
therefore let them exalt him in the congregation of the people. 
He which hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until 
the day of Jefus Chrijl. 

The day after, I went to church, and converfed with fomc 
negroes, who promifed to tell their companions, that, at four 
in the afternoon, I (hould be glad to fee them at my houfe, 
and fpeak to them of their Creator and Redeemer. They all 
promifed to come, but not one came.. During the following 
week, I went frequently to the town, to make myfelf known; 
and on the Sunday following, addrefled them again, and 
invited them to meet at my houfe. They again promifed to 
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rome, but not one appeared at the appointed time. On the 
following Sunday, July 4th, I waited an whole hour for 
hearers, when three came, with whom I fpoke of the great 
love of God our Savior to them and the whole fallen hu- 
man race ; and in an hour's time about thirty had aflembled, 
to whom I delivered a difcourfe on the words, " God is love" 
They behaved very well, and fome promife'd to come again* 
A negro woman faid, " Many of us know very well how to 
go to church, and therefore we came to hear the new 
preacher, and we like very well what he fays." 

The Sunday after this, fourteen were at the meeting j 
but, on the two Sundays following, not one appeared. Be- 
tween our houfe and the town is a plain along the fea coaft, 
ppon which all kinds of diverfions are pra&ifed on Sunday 
afternoon. All the negroes who would come to us from the 
town, muft pafs clofe by this place j and thus it feems as if 
Satan had pitched his camp oppofite to us, and would not 
fuffer any one to pafs to hear the Gofpel. What can I fay 
more ? Gladly would I fay fomething more encouraging, but 
I cannot at prefent ; nor can I defcribe in words, the fenfa- 
tions of my heart in meditating on tnefe fubje&s. Remera- 
J>er and pray for your poor diftant brother and filler, 

John and Mary Montgomery, 

3. From a Letter dated September 6th, 1790. 

YOU have already heard of. the commotions in thi$ 
ifland, and of the great fire that happened in the'town. But 
the damage done by the latter is a trifle to that occafioned by 
?m hurricane in the night between the 10th and 1 ith of Au- 
guft. Above twenty veflels were driven on fliore and loft in 
different parts of the ifland', feven of which were wrecked on 
the coaft near our dwelling. In the country, the devaftation 
was no Iefs fudden and terrible. Mr. Hamilton's fugar-works, 
Jbeing above feventy feet long, were totally deftroyed, with 
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(lores they contained. His elegant new manfion, 

, «rh was built upon pillars, was lifted up by the wind, and 

removed to fome diftance \ but being very well put together, 
did not go to pieces, but was only put out of fquare# Mrs. 
Hamilton fainted away, and hurt her face in the fall ; but 
two ladies, and fi^e children, who were in the houfe at the 
time, fuffered little or nothing. Mr. Hamilton happened to 
be abfent, and, not knowing what had happened, went home 
in the dark ; but in feeking the door, fell over the rubbifh 
that was left on the fpot, and hurt himfelf fo much that he 
was confined for a week. My wife had a violent fever ; and 
three days before this happened, the phyfician vifitedher twice 
a day. I had watched with her three nights. Our dwelling 
is old, and out of repair \ and clofe adjoining, was a large 
houfe uninhabited, and in a ruinous condition. About eleven 
at night, when the ftorm rofe to an hurricane, great part 
of this old building was thrown upon our houfe, and we ex- 
pe&ed every moment to be buried in the ruins of both. I 
ran out of the houfe to look about me, but could fee nothing 
for rain and lightning. Rafters and fhingles were flying 
about in the air, and the ftorm foon forced me back into our 
dwelling. In thefe few minutes the rain had as thoroughly 
penetrated my cloaths, as if I had fallen into the fea. I now 
carried my poor fick wife into a fmall chamber adjoining the 
dwelling \ but though it was very firmly built, the rain beat 
in at all corners, fo that there was but one fmall fpot where 
my wife could fit dry. In this fituation we waited till the 
ftorm abated, and were gracioufly preferved from further 
harm, except that my wife's illnefs increafed, and I got fo 
violent a cold that I did not recover within a fortnight after. 
—As to the million, I have not hitherto been able to gain 
the attention of the town-negroes. Many of them have been 
baptized by the Roman Catholic prieft and others, though 
not one of them attends any publie worfhip. I (hall there-, 
fore dire A myfelf in future more to the plantation negroes; 
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and Mr. Hamilton has kindly promifed to procure an horfe 
for this purpofe. Though many gentlemen promifed their 
afliftance in fupporting the miffion, yet I plainly perceive 
that the burthen will fallfchiefly upon Mr. Hamilton. Some 
of thofe who fubferibed the paper fent to the fynod, have left 
the ifland, others are dead : fome think that the revolution in 
France has put an end to all herpes of fuccefs, and difcon- 
tinue their fubferiptions ; others are call down by the great 
misfortunes that have befel them lately. Some, who for- 
merly gave me prefling invitations to preach on their eftates, 
never mention a word of it now : but our greateft grief is, 
that we have not as yet found one fingie foul that feeks a 
Savior* 

4. From a Letter dated November totb, 1790. 

WITH a heart deeply affefted, I muft inform you, that it 
has pleafed the Lord to take my dear wife home to eternal 
reft, on the 23d of O&ober. Her illnefe was a fever, which 
lafted feven days. In the beginning, no danger was appre- 
hended ; but on the 5th day, the phyfician exprefled fome 
fears. I afked her whether (he was going to leave me alone 
on this ifland ? She replied, " Indeed I would wifh to 
remain longer with you, knowing how much you want my 
affiftance ; but, the Lord's will be done." I then faid, 
** But if it fliould pleafe him to call you hence, can you go 
with full confidence into his prefence as a ranfomed (inner, 
and are you aflured that he will gracioufly receive you ?" 
u O yes," faid (he, without any hefitation \ u He indeed 
knows my weaknefs and unworthinefs \ but he knows alfo* 
that my whole reliance is upon his death and merits, by 
which I, poor finful creature, have been redeemed, and I am 
afluredly convinced that I (hall be with him alway, &c." This * 
conversation we had in the evening of the 21ft 5 and I re- 
joiced the more to have heard this declaration, as the vio- 
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knee of the fever foon brought on a delirium. She thought 
herfelf in perfect health, and frequently declared that (be 
felt not the lead pain; however, fhe took her medicines 
patiently, and lay quiet. The 23d at noon (he loft her fpeech, 
and at three o'clock fell gently afleep in Jefus, during a 
prayer which I offered up, more with tears than words. Mr. 
Hamilton and the minifter of the Church of England were 
prefent; and the minifter exclaimed, God is truly prefent 
here I Mr. Hamilton immediately defired me not to trouble 
xnyfelf about the burial ; for he would take care of every 
thing. This he did in the mod generous and liberal manner. 
As there is no regular church-yard here, but all are buried 
upon their own eftates, her remains were interred in a cor- 
ner of our gardeiu A pretty numerous company attended* 
and the minifter read the Church. <5f England fervice at the 
grave. Every thing was conduced with the greateft folem- 
»ity and propriety. — My dear late wife was juft turned, of 
48 ; and we had lived 22 years in the married ftate. Of 
four children given unto us, three fons are ftill living. She 
is now at reft } but her great gain is an heavy lofs to me. 
May the Lord our Savior comfort me! He is my only 
refuge 5 and I confefs to his praife, that I feel his prcfencc 
snd peace in an abundant degree. As to futurity, I commit 
myfelf and the roiflioa in this ifland to his gracious diredioa 
and care, 

JOHN MONTGOMERY. 



ExtraSl of a Letter from Brother John Fritz in Barbados, 
dated July 5/i, 1791. 

OUR dear Brother John Montgomery arrived with us 
on the 13th of March from Tobago, very much weakened 
by a violent dyfentery, which baffled all efforts to reftore his 
health, though all poflible means were ufed j and on the 

27th 
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^7tK of June, the Lord was pleafed to call him hence, to reft 
with him for ever. He fell happily afleep, as a tanfomed 
finner, rejoicing in God his Savior, upon whofe atone- 
ment he refted all his hopes, and now feeth Him face to face 
in whom he believed, and of whofe crofs and death he bore 
many teftimonies before whites and blacks. A great num- 
ber of both attended his funeral on the 28th, though the day 
.was rainy. You may eafily believe, that our late brother's 
illnefs, which laded fixteen weeks, put us to no fmall incon- 
venience. ' The room in which the negroes meet, was the 
only place in which we could lodge him, and we have no 
other dining-room. At prefent no other arrangement is 
pra&icable. My affiftant, Brother Haman, has been very 
ill of a dangerous complaint, but is now on the mending 
hand. 

As to the work of God in this ifland, its progrefs is but 
flow at prefent ; yet we find caufe to thank him for the 
hlefled effe&s of the preaching of the Gofpel in the hearts 6i 
fome. The power of darknefs is indeed in general great 5 
but we live and labor in hopes, and in reliance on our 
Almighty Savior. The number of baptized negroes under 
our care, confifts at prefent of forty-four adults and three 
children, and we recommend ourfelved to your prayers and 
continued remembrance before the Lord. 

JOHN FRITZ. 



The lateji Accounts received from different Mi/fions. 

1. /CONCERNING the millions eftablifhed in Surinam, in 
^-^ South America, an obfervation was made, p. 43, that 
feveral circuxnftances feemed to require a vifitation of them 
by a brother from Europe. Accordingly brother Samuel 
Liebifch was appointed to hold a vifitatJon in all the different 
fettlemcnts in that country, and left Eujope for that pur- 
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j>ofe, in October 1790, with the miffionary Hans Wicd an* 
)iis wife. After a fuccefsful voyage of thirty-eight days, 
they arrived in Paramaribo, and were jeceived by our bre- 
thren and fitters there with great joy. In January an4 
March they paid vifits to the new fettlement at Sommelfdyk, 
and the neighbouring plantations. A conference was held 
in Paramaribo, from the 18th to the 26th of January; on x 
which occafion eighteen European brethren and fitters met, 
being all thofe employed in the work of God in that coun- 
try, except fitter Fiflier in Hoop, who could not bear the 
fatigue of the journey. Unanimity and love prevailed, and 
the divine prefence of our Lord Jefus Chrift was fenfibly felt 
in the midtt of his fervants ; fo that we may confidently truft 
in him for future bleffings on pur weak endeavours to pro* 
pagate his precious Gofpel unto the Heathen nations in thefe 
parts- — The following arrangements were refolved upon:— 
a. Two married couple, and four fingle brethren, were ap- 
pointed to ferve the miffion among the flave-negroes in Para- 
maribo. — £. For the; miffion among the native Indians at Hoop, 
one married coi^ple, and two brethren as afliftants. — c. For 
the miffion among the free negroes at Bambey, one married 
couple, with one brother as an affiftant. — d. For the miffion 
among the flave-negroes eftoblifhed in Sommelfdyk, two 
married couple, and one fingle brother.—*. Brother Buchnety 
in Paramaribo, was appointed diligently to vifit the negroes 
in all thofe plantations, to which the brethren are invited, 
and from which the negroes cannot go to church, neither in 
Paramaribo nor Sommelfdyk.— -f. Six brethren were chofen 
to conftitute a conference appointed to fuperintend the pro* 
grefc of all thefe miffions, three redding in Paramaribo, 
and one from each of the three inland fettlements. 

Brother Liebifch having ended his vifitation, during which 
he experienced the gracious fupport of the Lord in a par- 
ticular manner, being likewife greatly encouraged by thtf love 
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tnd confidence of all our brethren in Surinam, fet out on his 
return, May ioth, and, after a troublefome voyage of eight 
weeks, arrived fafe in Amfterdam, July 3d, and in Berthelf- 
dorf, in Upper Lufatia, Auguft 1 ith. He then gave a moft 
{atisfa&ory and circumftantial account of his vifitation, and 
we joined him in thanking and praifing die Lord, that he 
has caufed him fully to obtain the aim thereof in every par- 
ticular. When he left Paramaribo, the congregation of be- 
lieving negroes in Paramaribo confifted of two hundred and 
fiftyfour fouls; in Fairfield and Breukelward plantations 
.belonging to Sommelfdyk,of about one hundred 5 in Bambey, 
of twentyfive > and that of believing Indians in Hoop, of 
one hundred and feventyfour perfons, ninetyeight of whom 
live together, and feventyfix difperfed in the foreft. The 
latter are diligently vifited by the miflionaries. 

2. From New Salem or Pettquotting, on Lake Erie, in North 
America, the following accounts have been received : 

Notwithstanding all difficulties and dangers to 
which this finall flock of believing Indians is continually ex- 
pofed, the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the love of God, and 
the fellowfhip of the Holy Gboft, is mod fenfibly felt amongft 
them 5 and many favage Indians are (truck with what they 
hear $md fee of the blefied efle&s of the Gofpel in the hearts 
and lives of their countrymen. Many who had ftrayed, 
have returned to the Shepherd and Bifliop of their fouls* 
and been re-admitted to the fellowfhip of the believers. 
From Eafter 1789, toEafter 1790, thirty adults were bap- 
tized, and fifteen became partakers of the Lord's Supper* 
At the clofe 6f 1789, the congregation of believing Indians 
confifted of one hundred and eighty-four perfons. 

The laft letter received in Bethlehem from Pettquotting* 
was dated November ioth 1790. The believing Indians 
were then much alarmed at the outrages committed by the 
lavages in Kentucke* and on the Muflungum near the Ohio 
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iwer, apd feared that they would be dbli£ed to qfcit tfreir 
(ettkment, and, take refuge again on the oppofite fide of 
Lake IJjrie. Five thoufand acres of land on Lake Erie, hare 
been granted by the Aflembly of Pennfylvania, for the benefit 
of the Indian million, and the a£t of confirmation paffed on 
the 9th of April 179J. 
. 3. By letters from Tranquebar it appears, that our bre- 
thren there have been much alarmed by the continual inroads 
made into that neighbourhood, by parties from Tippoo Saib's 
army, and about the beginning of laft February, the married 
people, widows and children, removed from the brethren's 
garden to the town. However they hoped foon , to return, 
and to enjoy peace and fafety. They commend themfelves 
and their miffion to the. prayers of all children of God 
everywhere. 

4. From Antigua we continue to receive the moil favor- 
able accounts of the grace of God prevailing among the be- 
lieving negroes. Brother Watfon mentions in a letter 
dated March 18th, that he paid a vifit to Montferrat in 
November 1790, and had many opportunities given him to 
preach the Gofpel to the negroes in that ifland. Many 
gentlemen exprefled a wifh that the brethren would begin a 
miffion among the negroes there, and the latter appeared 
to receive the Gofpel as good and glad tidings. A letter 
dated May 20th, informs us, that our venerable brother Peter 
Brown, a faithful fervant in the miffion in Antigua, being 
weakened by age and infirmities, had refigned his office 
on the 1 7th of January laft, and will retire to Bethlehem in 
North America, to reft. Brother Watfon is appointed to fuc- 
ceed him in the care of the miffion at St. John's, and Brother 
Hofman will fupply the place of Brother Watfon at Grace- 
hill. The laft letters received are dated July 30th, and. 
excite our praifes and thankfgivings to our Lord for the. 
bleffirjg which he continues to lay upon his fervants, and 
6 * upon 
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upon the congregations gathered from among the negroei 
there. They increafe hoth in number and grace. 

5* The Million in St, Kitts is likewife in a florifhing 
Hate ; and the Lord blefles the labor of his fervants abun- 
dantly, fo that their teftimony penetrates into the hearts of 
the poor Heathen. The number of thofe who feek for par- 
don in the blood of Jefus, and deliverance from fin, increafe 
greatly. The negroes formerly met in a room in the miflkm- 
aries houfe, and now the new chapel* is found too fmall to 
contain the conftant hearers. At the clofe of 1790, the con- 
gregation of baptized negroes had . increafed to upwards .of 
400*, and the letters dated in February and April, mention a 
further increafe, and that whole gangs of negroes come on 
Sundays to hear the Gofpel. The grace of God our Saviotf 
prevails in all their meetings in a particular manner, and fills 
the hearts of his people with joy and peace. 

6. In Jamaica the progrefs of our Miffion is but flow 5 yet 
feveral of the Heathen have received the Gofpel, turned to 
the Lord with their whole hearts, and been added, by bap- 
tifm, to the church of Chrift. The laft letters from thence 
were dated May 23d, 1791. 

7. In the three Danifli iflands, St. Thomas, St. Croix, 
and St. Jan, the want of raiq, which has prevailed there 
about four years, has brought great mifery upon the poor 
negroes, many of whom have died for want of the necefia- 
ries of life. This of courfe has had an influence on the 
congregations of believing negroes in all three iflands ) 
and the lateft accounts received from them, dated in June 
and July 1791, contain many fubje&s for prayers and fup- 
plication to the Lord, who alone can ftrengthen his children 
and fervants under their heavy trials, and grant relief to 
ijhefe affli&ed iflands. The European Brethren and Sifters, 
few excepted, were well in health; and the grace of our 

* Seepage 17. 
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Savior comforts the poor negroes amidft their prefent tribti* 
lations. A great number of theiA have departed during this 
time of trial, out of a world of mifery, to eternal reft and 
fc^ppinefs, rejoicing In God their Savior, 

8, By letters received from C^t^in Frafer, and Brother 
Schmidtraan, on board the Harmony, bound for Labrador, 
dated July 13 th, 15 leagues off Cape Farewell, and brought 
by a Greenlandman coming from Davis's Straits, we were 
informed that all on board were well. They hoped to reach 
Okkak in two or three days, having had a fafe and fpeedy 
voyage hitherto. 

9. On the contrary, the voyage of three of our Brethren 
to Tranquebar has been remarkably tedious, and attended 
with much danger. They left Copenhagen in the fliip 
Caftell Danfborg, Sept. 5th, 1790, but were driven about 
by contrary winds and ftorms, and obliged to enter different 
ports of the coaft of Norway four times, which they did not 
effe& without great danger. They at length left Norway 
the laft time on December 2d, 1790 \ but the inclemency of 
the weather was fuch, that after having been driven to and 
fro, between the coaft of Norway, Hettland, Faerol, and 
even once to the north coaft of Iceland, they broke 
theif rudder on the 6th of January laft, and with great 
danger and difficulty ran into the harbour of Torfliaven, in 
Faerol, to repair the veffel. The mate and two failors, 
who were fent to find the entrance, were loft in the attempt ; 
ayid the fhip was detained there to the 31ft of March. They 
afterwards received further damage, and were obliged to put 
into Lifbon on the 27th of April ; from whence they were 
going to fail on May 14th, which is the date of their laft 
letters* They beg the prayers of all our congregations, anil 
are comforted in thefq trials by the prefence of our Savior^ 
and the peace of Gojd reiguing amongft them. 
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LETTERS 

Received by the Brethren 9 s Society for the furtherance 
of the Gofpel, from the Mffions fettled on the Coaji 
of Labrador. 

I. 

From OKKAK, dated Auguft 26, 1791, 

Dbar Brethren, 

YOUR kind letter we received unexpectedly on the 
10th of Auguft, accompanied by a few lines from 
Captain Frafer, and Brother George Schmidtman j and on 
the 1 2th, had the pleafure to bid them, and their company, 
welcome amongft us. We returned our humble thanks to 
the Lord, both for his protection of the (hip and company 
in her return to Europe laft year, and in her prcfent 
paffage. 

You will fee by our Diary, that we ftand much in need 
of the fervent prayers and fupport of our dear Brethren. 
The Enemy goeth about feeking to entangle the poor Esqui- 
maux, who were formerly his willing flaves, but had left his 
cruel fervice, and to bring them back into the captivity of 
fin : and he has, alas ! gained his point with fome. But 
we know that our Lord Jefus Chrift is mighty to fave to 
the uttermoft, and will furely proteft all faithful fouls 
among his people, whereas thofe who look back, or rely on 
their own ftrength, mult neceflarily fall again into fin ; and , 
it hfts frequently a long while before they feel its galling 
yoke, and return as poor prodigals. Some even, to our in- 
cxpreflible grief, have died in a ftate of hardnefs. 

K Soon 
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Soon after the departure of the fhip laft year, an epidemi- 
cal diforder prevailed in this country, and both Efquimaux 
and Europeans were infe&ed. Brother Freeh was indeed 
exttemely ill. It appeared lite a violent cold in the head. 
Some of the Efquimaux immediately took the advice of the 
forcerers, and had to pay well for it, though they received no 
benefit whatever. We were grieved to fee their folly and 
fuperftition. 

They finned alfo grievoufly in another inftance: God 
having blefled them with a very rich fupply of provifions in 
autumn, (for they caught two whales, and a great number of 
feals, fo that they fuffered no want in winter), they forgot 
to give thanks to the giver of all good gifts, but they grew 
wanton and wild. The Kivalek people built a fnow-houfc 
to game and dance in ; and being reproved for it, their 
anfwer was, " that as it was fo difficult to catch whales, 
€i they would have a Katche-game to allure them." How- 
eve^, it happened that fome of their dancing women were 
taken ill, and one died, which frightened them fo that they 
pulled the gamirtg-houfe down. Some few of the Okkak 
Efquimaux attended thefe heathenifli fports, but they had 
told us before that they fliould leave us, and go to the fouth. 
Thofe that ftaid here had the more feafting in the familiess 
by which their minds were diffipated, and the labor of 
the Holy Ghoft, in their hearts, was hindered. .We 
could, therefore, not cpnfider them in a proper ftate of heart 
to become participants of the Lord's Supper, and only one 
filler, called Ketura, partook with us, for the firft time, in 
July; and one who had been excluded, was re-admitted. 
Two children, of baptized Efquimaux, were baptizfed. A 
baptized woman, who was a candidate for the Lord's Supper, 
died in a diftant ifland. 

As to the meetings in our family, and with the Efquimaux, 
we remained in our ufual regular courfet though the latter 
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did not attend as diligently as we could wifh. However, wc 
preached to them Jefus, and him crucified, in whom alone 
they might find help, and deliverance from fin and death. 
Several whales being caught on the coaft, viz. one in Kangcr- 
ludfoak, one in Nachvak, and two dead ones found by the , 
people of Narbartok, andSaeglek, w« had many vifitors, from 
feveral parts, and took every opportunity of preaching the 
Gofpcl of Jefus Chrift to them, befeeching them to be 
reconciled to God. We truft the Lord will caufe his word 
to produce rich fruits. O how do we wife to fee in this 
poor people an hunger and thirft after the word of life f 
and a defire to be redeemed from fin, and from the domi- 
nion of Satan, through the power and merits of Jefus our 
Savior. 

The winter proved here extraordinarily fevere, with great 
quantities of fnow, fo that we got little by {hooting ; yet 
we thank our Heavenly Father for fupplying us with the 
needful frefh provifions. He not only granted us, upon 
the whole, health and fpirits, but preferved amongft us ' 
brotherly love and concord j and his prefence comforted 
our hearts. 

We return you, dear Brethren, our fincereft thanks for 
the renewed fupply of every thing neceffary for bur fubfift- 
ence, and pray the Lord to blefs and reward you, and all 
thofe friends and well-wifliers to his caufe, who enable you 
to continue your kind exertions in behalf of this poor na- 
tion. It is the work of God, and may you once rejoice 
with us in a plenteous harveft for Chrift, as a reward for your 
faithful labor in his vineyard. 

Brother Btirghardt, and his wife, with the fingle brother 
Wolfe, and the fingle fifter Rachel Stephan, are going to 
Nainj the latter two will be married there. Brothfer 
Siihrnidtman ftays here, and "Brother Turner comes hither 
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from Hopcdalc. We falutc you, and all our brethren every- 
where, in the prefence of our Lord and Savior ; and remain 
your faithful brethren, appointed to the care of the Million 
in Okkak. 

(Signed) James Rhodes, 

Christian Frederic Burghardt, 
Benjamin Gottlieb Kohlmeister. 



n. 

From NAIN, dated Sept. 16, 1791. 

Dear Brethren, 

AMONG the many undeferved favors we enjoy, 
through the grace and goodnefs of God our Savior, 
we may juftly reckon this, that He prote&ed the Harmony 
during the extraordinary and violent ftorms of laft winter, 
and conduced her fafe home, and back again to us. We 
thanked and praifed Him, in fellowthip, for this proof of his 
mercy. We return to you, dear brethren, our moft un- 
feigned thanks, for all the neceflaries of life you hive again 
kindly provided for us, and pray the Lord to blefs you, and 
all who take a kind {hare in the concerns of this Million, 
with a rich reward, according to his promife. We are well 
aware of the heavy expence the Millions in Labrador oc- 
casion to you, and truft that you will experience the graci- 
cious fupport, of our Heavenly Father. 

We have had a year remarkable on many accounts 
May 29th, it pleafed the Lord to take out fitter Jane Eliza- 
beth Morhardt home to eternal reft, rather unexpectedly. 
Soon after, an epidemical difeafe prevailed in this country. 

Sifter 
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Sifter Rofe wa9 fo ill that we were under apprehenfions for 
her life ; and much diftreflcd on that account But our 
merciful Lord, who comforted our hearts in a particular 
manner, by the feeling of his prefence with us, during this 
heavy period, took pity upon us, and reilored us all to 
health j fo that now Brother Rofe is the only one who com- 
plains of a weaknefs in his ,eyes. The weather was very 
fevere ; and in the months of May and June, a fog, with 
(howers of rain, or fnow, prevailed for four weeks. The 
ice, which generally begins to melt, and to leave our coaft 
in June, remained immoveable till July ; fo that it was not 
before the beginning of Augujl that any boats could venture 
out to fea. We had but poor fuccefs in {hooting, yet our 
Heavenly Father fupplied us gracioufly with the needful frefli 
jjrovifions \ and when there was a fcarcity, we found great 
help from the broth made of the portable Soup you kindly 
fcnt us, and for which Ve return you our fpecial thanks. 

But the poor Efquimaux have fuflered much from hunger, 
both in diftant places, and upon our land 5 and the latter 
were fo deceived by the evil one, that many fell into fin and 
tranfgreffions. Laft winter, our peopfe appeared in a very bad 
courfe; however, afterwards, we perceived a new awaken- 
ing amongft them, and a defire to be made partakers of the 
happrnefs purchafed for us by the death and merits of Jefus; 
fo that though joy and grief over them, poflefs our minds 
alternately ; and we mod fincerely pray, that we may foon 
fee them in a more fteady courfe of grace ; yet we have the 
moil lively hope that He, who hath begun a good work in 
them, will perform it until the day of Jefus Chrift. 

We have been diligent in inftru&ing the children ; and 
fee, with pleafure, that they have made good ufe of their 
new fpelling and reading books, fo that fome of the bigger 

ones 
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ones can now read pretty well. We {hall continue to da 
berein what is in our power, and truft that by the grace 
of our Savior, thefe attempts will tend in the rifing ge- 
neration to extirpate many heathenilh and fatanic fu- 
perftitions; that thus Satan may lofe his hold, and not over- 
come them fo eafily, as when they are inftru&ed in his de- 
lufions from their infancy. 

A great number of Efquimaux went this year to the South * 
and fix boats have paffcd by our fettlement, on their way 
thither, in which we counted above one hundred perfons. 
From this neighbourhood one Heathen family went thither \ 
but Nathanael and his fanfily, confifting of three commu- 
.xiicants, three baptized, and three unbaptized children, fet 
off from hence. You will remember that he was excluded 
laft year for having taken two wives. However, we treated 
bim with much patience and forbearance, and endeavored 
to convince him of the error of his ways. We had alfo 
good hopes of him laft winter, for he had put his fecond 
wife away, and lived here quietly. But, towards fpring, 
lie changed his mind, went and took her again, and is now 
going to the South. He allured us, at taking leave, that 
be (hould always love us, and remember our words, for we 
bad fpoken them out of love. It was a grief to us to fee 
this poor ftrayifcg (heep leave our place. He aHb wept, and 
promifed not to forget Jefus, to whom we commended him, 
,and his family, that they may once be among the faved on 
that great day. 

To conclude, dear brethren, we will ftill mention, with 
praife to the Lord, that he has maintained the fpirit of love 
and unity amongft us, and we pray Him to preferye this 
precious jewel unto us. The changes that have taken place 
here, are the following ; 

Brother " 
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Brother Burghardt, and his w/fe, come hither from 
Okkak, and Brother Branagin removes from hence to Hope- 
dale. * Brother Morhardt, who is now a widower, returns 
to Europe, to brings his daughter Sophia into one of our 
fchools. We have a great love for him, and wifli much to 
fee him return to us, and recommend him and his daughter 
particularly to your love and care. We falute you, dear 
brethren, in the bonds of love, and the fellowfliip of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, as your faithful brethren of the Mifnon 
in Nain. 

(Signed) Christian Lewis Rose, 

Andrew Lewis Morhardt, 
Christian Gottlieb Parchwiz. 



m. 

From HOPED ALE, dated Off. 7, 1791. 

Dear Brethren, 

YOUR kind Letter, dated June 6th, we received with 
much pleafure Auguft 2 2d, and in reading it, felt 
your love and tendernefs towards us, as expreffed in it. 
We thanked God our Savior for having again gracioufly 
conduced the fliip, and the. company on board, over the 
ocean to Okkak, and, on the 30th of September, fhe ar- 
rived fafe in our harbour with the Brethren Wolf and Bran- 
agin on board, who will reGde here in future. Brother 
Turner and his wife go from hence to Okkak j and Brother 
Towle returns to Europe. ' We recommend him to the 
grace, guidance, andprote&ionofourLord, for his voyage, 

and 
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and future employ, and are thankful for the fetvices he 
has done in the mifliom in Labrador. You will cer- 
tainly receive him in love. ■ As for us, and our Efqui- 
maux, the following (hort account will give you fome pre- 
vious information : 

God our Savior has gracioufly fupported and ftrengthened 
trs from day to day, as humble dependents upon his mercy, 
fo that we are filled with gratitude towards him on that 
account, though deeply fenfible of our unworthinefs. 
We had likewife more joy over the courfe of our baptized 
Efquimaux, and began a feparate meeting with them on the 
1 2th of November 1790. A new and general awakening 
among them appeared on this occafion, fo that we can firm- 
ly believe, that the Lord heard their prayers, and forgave 
them their pad fins and milbchavior. The life from God 
evident among ft them, enlivened and gave us new courage 
to b€ zealous in the work of the Lord j and we pray Him 
to continue to profper and blefs our poor exertions. Satan, 
indeed, is ftill a&ive, defiring to lead them from the happy 
track upon which they are, and to bewitch their minds by 
his wiles and cunning. 

Laft Autumn, four boats returned from the South, and 
ftaid over winter in Arvertok 5 but as the people in that 
neighbourhood got but few feals, and confequently but little 
train oil, they fuffered much by hunger and cold. At Mar- 
rovick, where old Hopedale ftood, three Europeans, be- 
longing to Mr. Makko's people at Chateau-Bay, built an 
houfe. To this place mod of the Efquimaux in our neigh- 
bourhood went in fledges to trade ; and it is faid, that Mr. 
Makko, and an Englifhman, called Kalligame by the Efqui- 
maux, intend to fettle in the bay of Kippokak, to fifh for 
falmon. This place is about five or fix leagues to the fouth 
of Hopedale.— The travelling of the Efquimaux to the 
3 South 
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South has not ceafed. Befides the fix boats which fpent 
the winter here, and in the North, three from hence, and 
two from the North, in all eleven, went to the South this 
feafon. Two boats came hither from the South, but rc» 
turned Toon. What the end of thefe rovings will be, time 
will {how. Even feveral of the baptized follow them, fuf* 
fer damage in their fouls, and forget the Lord Jefus, and 
his grace {hewn unto them. He defireth not the death of 
a {inner, and invites them to come unto Him and live ; but 
they will not. We reprefent to them the danger of their 
ways, and they are even, themfelves, convinced of the hurt- 
ful confequences thereof; but the perfuafions, and reduc- 
tions of their countrymen, are too powerful for them to 
refift. Thus, dear Brethren, are we fituated, and the Lord 
alone can help. Five or fix families of Land-Indians have 
alfo fpent the winter in Kippokak. Thpy came from Ar- 
vertok, and told the Efquimaux, that they intended to pay 
us a vifit. We fhould be glad to fee them, but fuppofe that 
they have returned before now. 

Our Brethren in Europe encourage us to continue our 
labors in Hopedale with new zeal and a&ivity, and to work 
in tl>is vineyard of the Lord with renewed faith and hope. 
We pray Cod our Savior, to grant us a chearful and willing 
fpirit, and to fupport and ftrengthen our faith in Him* May 
he blefs the teftimony of His crofs and atonement, and 
caufe it to penetrate into the obdurate hearts of the Heathen. 
They have coft him his life and blood, and therefore He 
{hall fee in them of the travail of his foul, and be fctisfied.-* 
Laft year, four children of baptized parents were baptized, 
and an adult perfon was added to the candidates for baptifin. 
Two baptized women were admitted to the Lord's Supper ; 
and one family, of five perfons, obtained leave to live in the 
Settlement. There are three Efquimaux houfet in Hope- 

N l dde, 
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dale, containing forty-feven perfons } twenty-five baptized, 
and twenty-two unbaptized. In Arvcrtok, ninety-three 
people relide in three winter-houfes : thus one hundred and 
forty perfons live on our premifes, — April 29th, Sifter 
Turner Was delivered of a daughter, called Sufanna Mary, 
in holy baptifm j but (he lived only twelve days. Sifter 
Turner was afterwards taken very ill, but foon recovered* 
As to the reft of us, we are thankful to our Savior for the 
health we enjoy, which is a great blefiing in this country, 
efpecially, as our fupply of frefh ptovifions was this year 
but fcanty. During the winter, we have been diligent 
in our Efquimaux fchool. The children got a number of 
Scripture texts and hymns by heart ; and the printed fchool 
books, fent hither in 1790, have been of great ufe to them. 
We thank you, dear Brethren, for the liberal fupply of 
every thing needful fent again unto us * and we pray God 
our Savior, to reward and enable you to continue your 
kindnefs towards us. And we recommend ourfeJves, efpe- 
cially to your prayers, that He may blefe. this Million, and 
profper k to the glory of His grace, fo that many poor 
Efquimaux may become the reward of His Cuffcrings. We 
falute you all in the prefence and fellowship of Jefug 
Chrlft, our common Savior, and remain your faithful 
Brethren in Hopedale. 

(Signed) John Lewis Beck, 
Suen Andersen. 



Extratl 



Digitized by LiOOQ I 



C 95 J 



ExtraB of a Letter from the incorporated Society fir propa- 
gating tie Gojpel among the Heathen, eflabRJbed by the 
Brethren in North America, to the Brethren 9 ! Society for the 
Furtherance of the Go/pel among the Heathen. 

Dear Brethren, Bethlehem, OB. j, 1791. 

WE received your kind letter, dated 0€t. i^, 1790, 
and read it with pleafure. We had chofen the 2 1 ft 
of Auguft (this being the memorial day of the firft Miffion 
of the Brethren to the Heathen), for the annual meeting of 
our Society; but that day being Sunday, it was held on 
the 10th of September. Your letter was then communi- 
cated to the general meeting of the members of our focietf , 
who all rejoiced at your fentiments and declarations, re* 
fpcaing the intention and pfaa of oar fecfeties, namely, the 
conversion of the Heathen. We know how little we can 
do in that bleffed work, but God knows our willingncfs, 
and that we count it a favor, when He is pleafed to make a 
little ufe of our good-will and wifhes, to ferve his caufe 
among the Gentiles; and how glad we are when we per- 
ceive but a glimmering, to foretel theday-break and rifing 
of the Sun of .Righteoufnefs upon the benighted nations of 
this Weftern World. 

Several Indian tribes (how an inclination to leave their 
wild ftate, and to exchange it for a civilized life. Many of 
thofe with whom Brother David ZeUberger lived fome 
years, among the Six Nations, are already fettled in regular 
villages, under the Britifh Government, in Canada, and have 
teachers. Many faw the order, the profperity and com- 

N 2 forts 
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fort| of our Indian congregations, whenthey enjoyed but a 
few years reft in one place, and owned the folly of con- 
tinuing in their old ways. 

That our dear Indian Brethren hare left their fetttement 
at Pettquotting, and retreated under the wing of the Britilh 
Government, to the other fide of Detroit Hirer, you have 
undoubtedly heard before now. It feems that Providence 
fuflers them to wander as a cloud of witnefles, fo that they 
may juftly be compared to a moveable net, and to a leaven 
working in fecret. Though it appears to be a hard and griev- 
ous cafe, that thefe poor Indian believers are driven about 
like hunted deer, yet we plainly fee the wifdom of God in 
it) for wherever this (mall flock of Jefus refides, it 
caufes a fUr far and near, and many blind Heathen, moved 
by curiofity, enquire for the caufe of their wandering, and 
their living in fuch a particular manner together, feparated 
from their friends and relations, and even perfecuted 
by them % and sfk, why they abhor war and bloodfhed. 
la aafwer to their questions, they hear the Gofpel, and the 
4o£krine of the God of love and peace, which does not eafily 
leave their minds and memory ; they take it with them, 
repeat it either in levity or ferioufnefo to others, and the 
Spirit of God prepares thereby many, unknown to us, for 
converfion, of which we have had many joyful inftances. 
When the great harveft of the lord appears, we fhall find 
that the fufierings of the firftlings of thefe Indian nations 
brought much fruit to God and the Lamb. Until that wi<hed 
for period arrives, we will continue to water the feed fown 
with our prayers *nd tears. And, beloved brethren, let us 
be ftedfaft, immoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord \ for we know that our labor is not in vstfn in the 
Lord, though the world may count it fo. 

When 
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When the hoped-for peace with the Indian Nations it 
firmly fettled, we may, perhaps, leave part of the Indian con- 
gregation under the Britifli Goveriflhsnt, in Upper Canada, 
and one part may return to form new polls, and (hining 
fights among the Indian tribes, in peace with the United 
Slates ; and both focieties will have obje&s enough to ex- 
tend their charity to. Pray with us to the Lord, that He may 
prepare many laborers to be fent into His harveft, in all 
. parts. We thank you for the accounts of the Miffionsjent 
to us, and beg you to continue to favor us with them. 

We commend ourfelves, and all the members of our So- 
ciety, and particularly the precious Million among the 
North American Indians, to your love and prayers, and re- 
main, by the grace of God, with much efteem. 

Your brethren and fellow-fcrvants in the Lord, && 

(Signed) John Ettwejn, PrefidenU 

Hans Christian Schwexniz, Treat 
Jacob Van Vleck, Secretary. 



Accounts from Suriname, in South America. 

Mxtraffed from a Letter received from Brother John Jacob 
FHher, dated Hoop, m the River Corentyn, July 29, 
1790. 

A LETTER I lately received from the Brethren in 
Europe, befides affording me great joy and fpiritual 
comfort, proved a new encouragement to me, to proceed 
in a work I had undertaken, in firm reliance upon the 
Lord's fupport, though under a due fenfe of my own inef- 
ficiency, 
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ficiency, I mean, the fchool of the Indian children. It 
plight have appeared prefumptuous in me, to venture to 
teach the children in a .language I knew little or nothing of 
myfelf j for I had bbje&ions to learn the Arawack language 
during my ftay in Paramaribo, left I fiiould contrad ag 
accent unintelligible to the Indians, and therefore poft- 
poned it till I came hither. However, i had not been here 
long, before I began the fchool, and as the- children pro* 
ceeded in learning their a, b, c, I alfo made fome progreli 
in fpeaking, and by the time that fome of them had learned 
to read, I was able to explain to them what they were 
reading. I afcribe this to the mercy and goodnefs of God, 
who heard my prayers, and blefled my endeavors j fo that 
I am now able to fpeak to the congregation, fo as to be un- 
derftood by all. But yet I am, by no means, mafter of the 
Arawack language* Much time and diligence is required 
to make a proficient in it \ however, I truft, that if our 
Lord preferves my health and ftrength, He will enable me 
to make ftill further advances. Our fchool confifts of 
twenty boys, and ten girls 5 four of the boys are not bap- 
tized. Three of the boys, and two girls, can read pretty 
well * fifteen are fpelling, and ten learning the letter* 
Though they can feldom all attend, being obliged to feek 
their livelihood) yet, I apprehend, that fome years kence, 
all of them may be able to read with eafe. Since the parents 
have agreed to leave their children In the Settlement, when 
they go to the foreft, twenty of them generally come to 
fchool, moft of whom love their books. As to books, there 
are five manufcript Harmonies of the Four Gofpels, and 
as many fmall Hymn-books, in the Arawack language, but 
thefe are not enough, and how to find time to copy them 
for other feholars, we know not at prefent. We have, 
therefore, agreed to requeft our Brethren, appointed to the 

eare 
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care of the Millions, to get a fmall fpefling and reading 
book, and the Harmony of the four Gofpels, printed in 
the Arawack language ; and we do this in the mod preffing 
manner, feeing the great ufefulnefs of having a fufficient 
number of books* We have alfo been induced to tak* the 
building of a fehbol-houfe into confideration \ and both 
parents and children having promifed to get the materials* 
and bring them to the fpot wi&out pay t wo h*ve refolved, 
if poffible, to fitnHh the building this year. 

Since the date of oar letter of July laft year, when wc were 
under the neceffity of giving a painful account of the inward 
courfe of tour Indian congregation, a change for the better, 
has taken place, and fomctimes we hear declarations from 
them, which tend to comfort us, and ftrengthen our faith 
and hopes of future profperity. Mod of the deviations 
the baptized are guilty of, are owing to their intercourfe 
with the Heathen, who fpare no pains to (educe them to 
attend their parties of diversion, and, alas ! have obtained 
their aim with too many. Whenever fuch a feaft is an- 
nounced, a Miflionary goes to fee whether any of our 
people are there, and frequently, to hfs forrow, finds fomc 
mixing with the Heathen. 

We have, therefore, ever fince the eftablilhment of this 
Miffion, endeavoured to prevail, at leaft, upon thofe who 
live in, or near Hoop, to fettle on the premifes. The con- 
tinual prejudices of the Indians, that there is no ground in 
thofe parts fit for Caffabi plantations, induced us to examine 
into the ftate of the foil, that we might judge for our- 
felves. Indeed, upon taking a view of the country beyond 
the river Corentyn, we found much fand, and little good 
foil, yet enough for the prefent number of baptized Indians 
to plant Caflabi, fufficient for their own confumption. How- 
ever, as we could hardly fuppofe that all our people would 

like 
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like that Etuation, I went to the Indian Chief, refiding 
at the Aulibijfi Creek, an elderly man, and having, accord* 
ing to cuftom, prefenting him with a baflcet of oranges, 
and fome benanas, aflcfcd him, Whether he would fufier 
the Chrjftian Indians at Hoop to plant Caflabi in that neigh- 
bourhood i He immediately agreed, and pointing out a con* 
fiderable traft of foreft land, faid, " This land God has 
u given to me, as well as he gave that at Hoop to thee, and 
" thus I am the rightful Lord. Now, as I have not ere* 
" ated it, and thou canft ufe it, I freely deliver it over to 
" thee, and thy people may come and clear it, the fooner 
" the better." He then addrefled the Indians, in my com- 
pany, and exprefled his fatisfa&ion at their coming to plant 
there, in very kind temp * alluring them alfo, that no devil, 
or evil fpirit haunted the track of land given to them. We 
intend, therefore, to propofe this to our Indian brethren, who 
will foon meet together to the Great Sunday, (as they cajl 
the communion Sunday,) and hope, that they will agree to 
fettle, and no more rove about with the Heathen tribes. 
We alfo got the Indian children to help us to plant two hun- 
dred benana plants, in regular rows, within our fence. 
They did not like the work at firft, and required much en- 
treaty to fet about it, but, by and by, feeing the regular ' 
growth and ufefulnefs of fuch a plantation, the parents were 
pleafed, and begin to imitate us. We hope, that all thefc 
improvements will tend to extirpate their prejudices, which, 
though apparently innocent, caufe them to rove, and fre- 
quently to enter with the Heathen upon their former wretch- 
ed way of life. We have ground to hope, that God, our 
Savior, will blefs His work, and (hew mercy to this poor 
nation j and, meanwhile, truft to His grace, that pur la- 
bors are not in vain. We commend ourfelves to the prayers, 
and remembrance of all our brethren. 

2 Accounts 
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Accounts from Greenland. 
i.NewHerrnhuth. 2. Lichtenfels. 3. Lichtcnau. 

i, ExttaS of a Letter from Brother Jefper Broderfen, dated 
New Herrnhuth, July 6, 1790. 

WITH gratitude to our, gracious Heavenly Father, 
we can inform you of our fafe arrival in this 
place, having narrowly efcaped (hipwreck, near the Orkney 
iflands. Our voyage lafted five weeks. Some hard gales 
were favourable in driving us fwiftly forward. But the 
grcateft of all mercies conferred upon us was this, that 
we felt the peace of God in our fouls. He was in the midft 
of us, when we met in his name, and his comforts ftrengthen- 
ed and enlivened our hearts, both by land and fca. We 
found our Greenland brethren all well, and have been dili- 
gent in vifiting and converting with all of them, fince our 
arrival, to mujtual fatisfa&ion. 

Jn the Report of the MiJJionaries at New Herrnhut, dated 
Julj9> 1790* they add: 

" The fituation of our Greenland congregation has been 
pretty much the fame as laft year. We have feen many in- 
ftances of the patience and unwearied faithfulnefs of the 
good Shepherd, in following his loft fheep, many of whom 
He has again gathered unto, his fold. Others, to our grief, 
have gone aftray. Laft winter, one hundred and fixty-nine 
Greenland brethren lived upon our land, and ninety-nine in 
Kangeky Karofuk and Kornoh. Ten children of baptized 
parents were baptized, and eleven adults admitted to the 
Lord's Supper \ five departed this life. In general^ we can 

O fay, 
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fay, with thanlw, that the grace of God has prevailed 
amongft us, and we have been preferved from harm, when 
viGting the different fettlements of our difperfed people* 
In externals, our people have fuffered fome want, parti- 
cularly at the Fiorde, or Graeder Bay. At New Herrnhut, 
we had a (lore of dried herrings, which maintained fome 
poor widows and orphans on our land, who otherwife mult 
have periihed by famine, and was fufficient for them till the 
yery intenfe cold abated, and feals could be caught." 

1. From the Report of the M'tffionaries at Lichtenfels, 
we learn, that a greater number of Greenland brethren 
have fpent the winter in that fettlement, than in the fore- 
going year. They declared frequently, that to live together,* 
as a congregation of believers, is more important and preci- 
ous to them, than every other advantage. Some, who are 
(till difperfed in other places, begin to fee how much they 
lofe, and deGre to return to the congregation. They write, 
w We have had many days of grace and blcfEng, on which 
we could truly fay, that the Lord was in the midft of His 
people. The lad unbaptized Greenlander, belonging to our 
fettlement, has been lately baptized ; fo that now all living 
here, being three hundred and forty-eight fouls, are baptized. 
Eleven children have been born, and baptized. Twelve 
adults admitted to the Lord's Supper ; and feven have de- 
parted this^ life, one of whom was drowned at fea. We 
have not had much to fuffer from famine ; and when the 
weather grew milder, a great number of herrings and feals 
: caught, fo that our ftore-houfe is pretty well filled.** 



Brother Broderfen adds, in a Letter, dated Augujl 6, 1790. 

" The congregation at Lichtenfels is in a pleaGng courfe. 

As foon as I landed, my heart was filled with joy ; for al- 

moft the whole congregation had met together, having been 

1 prefent 
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prefent at the lord's Supper, the foregoing day. Their 
inward happinefs appeared Hi their countenances. When I 
entered the chapel, in the evening, I was overcome with 
gratitude to our Savior for what He has done in this place. 
The chapel was well filled, whi<;h, at this feafon, cannot al- 
ways be expefted'j and it is evident, that the peace of God 
rules in the hearts of the pedple, May our Lord and Savior 
grant unto all of us, who are employed in this fervice, the 
needful grace and unftion, that we may watch over his flock 
wkh faithfulnefs, and in a manner well pleafing unto him. 
Aflift us, dear Brethren, by your prayers, that being rooted 
and eftabliihed in faith and love to him, we may not love 
our lives to the death, but ferve him with zeal and perfeva* 
*ance, and in his ftrength be enabled to overcome all th<£ 
oppofition of Satan, and the devices of the prince of dark- 
nefs. 

$• From Lichtenau, the Mijftonaries write, dated Sept. 1 3, 

1790, 

Our Lord and Savior has condefcended to be with us, and 

to blefs the teftimony of his fervants, concerning the great 

fetation, purchafed for aU men by His fufferings and death. 

He has alfo granted unto us brotherly love, and unanimity 

of heart. As to the Greenland congregatidn, we can fay, 

that, amidft all defeds and failings, there is much caufe for 

joy and thankfgiving. In fome, we wifli to perceive more 

life from God, and a better knowledge of the ineftimable 

value of that favor, to be a member of the church of 

Chrift, and to live in fellowfhip with Him. We have, 

however, the fatisfadtion to fee, that our exhortations are 

not fruitlefs, but make a good irapreflion on their hearts. 

Between us and thofe who live difperfed, we have kept up 

a mutual intercourfe as much as feafon and weather would 

O 2 permit. 

3 itizedV C 



permit. On Chriftmas-day, they were all here, and moft 
of them at Eafter. Eleven adults, and twelve infants, have 
been baptized} and thirteen adults were admitted to the 
Lord's Supper. At the clofe of laft year, we counted twenty- 
three, who moved hither from amongft the Heathen ; but 
this year, only a few have fignified their ipteption to come 
and dwell within the Jhttnd of the Gofpel. We omit no 
opportunity to preach th* word of .li/e to the Heathen, but 
they pay little attention to it at prefent. Every thing fuc- 
ceeds according to their wifh 5 no diftempers prevail amongft 
them, and but few have died lately. They have been, 
in moft places, fuccefsful in fifhing and hunting, and get a 
good price for their goods ; in fliort, they know nothing of 
diftrefs, and therefore think but little of the falvation of 
their fouls. A baptized woman and man have left us, and, 
in fome relpe£b, we are not forry to fee the former quit the 
Settlement, for her conversation proved hurtful to others 
Of the latter, we ftill have good hopes, and expect foon to 
fee him return. 

Our chapel is in a very ruinous ftate ; the rain, or thaw, 
penetrating through the roof, which is only made of 
weather boarding, and almoft flat. We muft, therefore, 
entreat our brethren, to fends us beams, boards, and rafters, 
with nails, &c. fufficient to make it more flaming, and 
fubftantial. The floor is clay, and much fpoiled by the. wet 
dropping from the roof. We wifh alfo to be able to enlarge 
the building. We can do the carpenters work ourfelves, 
if we are provided with materials. We commend our- 
felves, and the mifEon under our care, to your faithful re- 
membrance and prayers, for its profperity. 



Extraa 
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Jixtraft of a Report made by Brother Neiz, at Safrcpta, of Hi 
Endeavors to preach the Go/pel to the CaL MUCKS % m 
Asia. 

" In April 17891 I vifitcd forae patients, and oor con- 
verfation turned upon our regulations at Sarepta, concern- 
ing which they darted many queftions. This gave me an 

• In 1764, the Emprefs of Ruffia iffucd an edi& in favor of the Bre- 
thren, and fignified a with, that they might fettle a colony on the banks 
of the river Wolga, and the Brethren, hoping that God would open m 
4 door for them to preach the Gofpel to the Eaftern Nation*, efpecially to 

thofe Heathen inhabiting the confines of Ruffia an4 Tartary | refolved, at 
a general Synod held in 1764, to make a Settlement near Czarixin, about 
two thoufand English miles from PeteifiWg, on the high road Jeading 
to Perfia and the Eaft Indies, by way of Aitracan. ,This was accost- 
plifhed in the year 1765, as may be Teen in Cram's Hiftory of the Bi«- 
thren, p. 608, § 298, &c. and the Settlement was called Sarepta. They 
loon commenced an acquaintance with the Calmucks, who inhabit that 
vaft extent of land on both fides the Wolga, and reaching as far at 
Cbinefe Tartary. Their Hordes, or Clans, each fubje& to t different 
Ch-in, or Prince, range, as is well known, with their numerous herds of 
camels, horfes, black cattle, and (heep, from one fteppe, or uninhabited 
plain abounding with grafs, to the other. Soon after the building of 
Sarepta, a large horde of Calmucks eroded the Wolga, and pitched their 
camp, upon the land given to the Brethren. They behaved with much 
civility towards them, feemed pleafed at the eftablifhment of this new 
colony, and diligently attended divine fervice at Sarepta, (hewing 
even marks of great refpecl and attention. It proved particularly agree- 
able to them, that a fkilful phyfician and furgton came to Sarepta* 
Many Calmucks became his patients, and be, and other Brethren, 
obtained thereby, a knowledge of their manners, religion, and Ian- 
guage. Two Brethren joined their horde, by their own invitation* and 
moved with them from one place to another 5 fubmitting^to their manner 
of living } nor did the Lamas, or Chief Pi iefts, feem averfe to their 
preaching the Gofpel among them. Since that time, frequent attempts of 
the fame kind have been made, and a Calmuck girl, who ftaid at Sarepta, 
and gave evident proofs of her fincerity, and that (he truly believed in 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, was baptized, and departed this life rejoicing, 
being the firft fruit gained of the Calmuck nation. She was called Mary 
Magdalene, in baptifo. 

opportunity 
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opportunity of defcribing to them the aim of our inftitu- 
tions, and of fpeaking, pretty fully, concerning the hope of 
our eternal falvation in Jefus Chrift our Savior, at which 
they could not fufficiently exprefs their aftonifhment. They 
enquired much about the maintenance of our widows and 
orphans. I aflced them whether their priefts made any pro- 
Tifion for the poor, but they frankly owned, that no manner 
of care was taken of them, but they were entirely neglected, 
and even opprefled in various ways. I then gave the man 
account of the converfion and death of their late country- 
woman, Mary Magdalene, baptized by us, exhorting them 
earneftly to follow her example, that they alfo might become 
as happy as (he was. I could plainly obferve, that this ac- 
count caufed fome emotion amongft them, for they owned 
their blindnefs and darknefs of their own accord, and admir- 
ed what they heard of a better ftate. In May, I had feveral 
converfations with an old Gellong, or Prieft, who feemed 
an open-hearted and honeft man, much the reverfe of the 
teft of the Calmuck priefts. At taking leave, I exhorted him 
not to forget what he had heard here, but to confider it as a 
divine truth of the laft importance, both for the prefent, 
and for futurity* This he promifed to do. — In June, I had 
a female patient under my care, and fpoke much with her, 
and her hufband, concerning the only way to everlafting life 
through Jefus ChrTft, the Son of God. They both promifed 
not to forget my words. Once the poor woman wept, and 
owned, of her own accord, that (he was a dark and miferable 
creature. In the fame month, a Calmuck Prince was here, 
with a large retinue, and I watched every opportunity to 
put in a word concerning our Lord and Savior, efpecially 
among the fick. — Augufl 13, A Princefs arrived here, with 
a numerous retinue; but wherever Ihe came, (he caufed 
diftuxbance, neither fhe, nor any of her attendants, being 
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fober. Thus, there was no opportunity to preach the 
gofpel. — In Oftober, we ufed to have many Calmuck vifitors, 
great parties palling through with camels, to purchafe flour 
in Czarizin, but in this year, we had very few. It appeared 
even for fome time, as if the Calmucks would quit this* 
neighbourhood entirely. Relative to thefe commotions, we 
have learned the following particulars : When they were de- 
clared fubje&s of the Crown, after the death of their Prince 
Zanden, four years ago, and were made liable to the martial 
law, great difcontent and diforder prevailed amongft them ; 
for they were much diffatisfied with the judicial proceedings. 
They likewife fufpefted, that fooner, or later, they flioulA 
be compelled to receive the Chriftian Religion, and to fettle 
in fixed places, which they hate above all things. At laft, 
there arofe a general report, that an Ukafe, or £di&, was 
already iffued, that recruits (hould be raifed from among 
them in the fame manner as from the other nations of the 
empire. This meafure, to which they had always been re- 
markably averfe, completely determined them to forfake the 
country, and by deputies to requeft a reception with the 
Woiikawoi Coflacks. Their requeft being not immediately 
complied with, they declared, that they would not conform 
to the new Ruffian government, and if no'redrefs was pro- 
cured, would find means to get into the Cuban. Upon this 
declaration, their complaints were attended to by Govern- 
ment, and, agreeable to their requeft, they were put uppn 
the fame footing with the Don Coflacks. They may nowr 
chufe their own prince, regulate their own temporal and 
religious concerns, and rove about, as.ufual, as their conve- 
nience requires. 
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Tbe taiefi Accounts received from feveral Mifjions. 

I. T ETTERS from Brother David Zeilberger, dated 
-Li Fort Detroit, Auguft i$, 1791* mention, that the 
Indian congregation had arrived at the place where they intend 
to ftay for the prefent, on the 4th of May laft. This place 
lies about eighteen niiles from Detroit, in the Englifh ter» 
ritory. The Government of Detroit has fliewn them every 
kindnefs they could wifli for; and on Good-Friday, the 
whole congregation , two hundred in number, was encamp- 
ed nine miles from Pettquotting, on the Sandu&y Bay, from 
whence they intended to crofs over the fake in thirty canoes. 
Brother Zeifberger writes, that our Indians were very cheer* 
ful amidft thefe trying circumftances, nor was the lead 
diiTattsfa&ion, or lamentation, to be heard amongft them, 
but they were perfe&ly fatisfled, willingly to forfake their 
houfes and plantations, to feek for peace, and a free exercifc 
of their religion, remote from war and bloodftied. A (hip, 
hired for the Miffionaries, by a Gentleman in Detroit, con- 
veyed them, and the heavy baggage of the Indians, acrofs 
the lake. All the Miffionaries were well in health, and 
praifed the Lord for the grace bellowed upon them and then: 
congregations. 

2. Brother Watfon writes from Antigua, that the work 
of God flouriflies greatly, and they wifli to be affifted in en«>' 
larging the Negro-Church in Gtacehill> which is by far 
too {mall for the coflftant hearers. 
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£xtrafi of a Letter from Brother G. C. Schneller, dated 
St. Kitts, April n, 1792. 

BY this firft opportunity I fend yoxi ah account of the 
difmal fltuation into which this ifland, and in particular 
the town of Bafleterre, has been" fuddenty throwri. 

Evet fince Palm Sunday we had at times {mart fhowets of 
rain. On Good Friday* aftet the fofe-nobn's fermori, Bro* 
ther Reichel Was willing to go to the late General Burt's 
plantation, to have a hieeting with the negroes there. At 
home Out diurch was filled with negroes ffoih the country, 
who were Very attentive, arid died miiny tears during the 
prayer, with which the meeting was elbfed. 

In the night a ftrong wind arofe, with tfdpeated violent 
gufts and flying fhowef s of rain, which laded till morning. 
Towards noori it rained miich, and much water flowed 
down College Street. After two o'clock it begaii to lighten 
and thunder, the ftream tncreafed, fo that it fpread as far 
£3 oiif new wall, arid the rain grew more violent about eight 
in the evening. Between nine and 1 ten we heard much 
noife. I went into the garden, and heard diftinftly the 
cries and (hrieks of the poor negroes oppofite to Us i for the 
water came acrofs Mr. L.'s Cane-land, and went through the 
negro huts. 1 would gladly have gone to their affiftance, but 
could not, for the current was very rapid, and the water 
higher than the walled part of our fence, f called upon the 
Lord to have mercy upon them, arid now faw the negro 
houfes carried away with their inhabitants. As I went to 
our burying ground, I perceived that 50 feet in length of the 
wall, from the corner below the gate, was wafhed away, the 
planks of the remaining part torn off, and the ftrong cedar 
pofts bending towards the ftreet. The ground within the 
wall was wafhed out to the depth of 5 or 6 feet. It was now 
between eleven and twelve at night, and I went in, to inform 
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the Sifters how things appeared, and we all prayed to oar 
heavenly Father to prote& us in this diftrefs. We foorr 
felt comforted, and prcfently after the violent rain abated.. 
There having been a dead calm during the rain, now a light 
breeze fprung up, and the floods abated. At fix in the 
morning a few people, who had efcaped the danger, 
came to our church to pray tjie Eafter Litany. Havings 
fung an hymn, we kneeled down, thanked our yiercifui 
Savior for having protected ^nd preferred us, prayed for 
the ifland and its inhabitants, read the hiftory of our LordV 
refunecttpn, and then prayed the Litany in the chnjeh. 
We were afterward^ informed of the great damage done by 
the flood in the town. On L/s plantation two women, one* 
a candidate for baptjfm*, with two children were loft. Ai 
woman from W.'s eftate, who had put up on L/s for thatr 
night, with four children, her hufband, and a blind woman,, 
were all in the greateft danger. The children cried, f< Dear 
father, dear §avfcr, hear the cry of us poor children, and- 
help us and our mother !" for they ftood in the water. 
God heard their cries and preferved them.. In College 
'Street the torrent carried away all the fences, walls, and 
fteps, and in fome parts tore down thehqufe3, fame falling 
over their inhabitants, ^nd fome being carried away with 
them. The water broke alfo into the houfe o£ pne of our 
communicants, Catharine Gillan}, but took v$nr, and fivepfr 
away two adjoining hpufes into the fea. In one of thenj wa* 
a communicant filter, Henrietta Bridgewater, with her fon^ 
The parifli -houfe was broken down* the Eaglifli church 
and the Methpdift chapel filled with mud and w^t,er» 
Several houfes were carried into the fea with all their 
furniture, and dallied in pkces ; mod of the merchants* 
cellars were filled with water, mud, and fand, and gTeat 
quantities of pr«*vLfiou9 fpoiled. A Mrs. T. with her 
houfe $md family were carried into the fea. She cried out, 
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"* Lord have mercy, and help me." A Mulatto, hearing 
her cries, ventured out, and, fwimming after her, caught 
Her by her hair, and faved her, though (he was almoit 
.dead. Her daughter's dead corpfe fwam by her fide; her 
ion was faved, but two of the inhabitants loft. One of 
•our people, a Mulatto woman, faid, " It is of my Savior's 
jnercy, that my life is preferved ;" for the flood fwept away 
her neighbour's houfe, and left her's {landing, though filled 
with water and mud, fo that her goods were fpoiled. The 
itrongeft walk were unable to withftand the vehemence of 
ihe main current^ and the oldeft inhabitants cannot remem- 
ber fo formidable and deftru£Hve an inundation, whereby 
So many lives were loft. In the forenoon Brother Rcichel 
^returned from his vifit upon Burt's plantation after a very 
•dangerous journey. Only in our church divine fervice 
xould be performed, and but few attended both in the fore 
,and afternoon. 

We were thankful that we had fo good a wall to defend 
;our premifeg, btherwife we muft have been overflown, and 
Jboth tne houfe and d'mrch would have been in danger; for 
«the floods ufed generally to break in at tlie corner of our 
.burying ground. We havecertainly fuftairied* fome damage, 
but nothing in comparifoir with the reft of the inhabitants : 
However we feel it much. We beg the kind' affiftance of 
x>ur brethren and friends to repair what has been damaged^ 
and doubt riot in the leaft of ttieir readinefs to hel^> us. In 
.the totfn of Old Road fome houfes have been waflied'intV 
the fea, and on the North fide much injury has been done. 
You will undoubtedly join us in thanking our gracious Lord, 
*hat our dear negroes in trie town haV'e been fo mercifully' 
preferved j only Henrietta a" communicant, and * candidate 
for baptiflti on* L/s, Kftve loft their lives. Hid poor Hen- 
rietta ftaid in Tier oWtth&ufe, fte would hkve lieeri fafe, for that 
was Itff ftandfag. We are, thank God, very well in health, 
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and recommend ourfdves to your prayers an4 remembrance 
before thp Lord, 

G. C. SCHNELLER* 



Extraclofa Letter from Nazareth in Pennfylvanla, containing 
an account of the vjfit paid to the Brethren there by fome Indian 
Chiefs and Warriors on their tfwj to Philadelphia. 

7| /[ARCH 8, 1 792, above fifty Indian chiefs and warrk 
JVJl ors, from the Six Nations, arrived at Nazareth with, 
their minifter, the Rev. Mr. Kirkland, their condu&or, in- 
terpreter, and a few other white people. They were on 
their way to Philadelphia, being invited thither by the Pre- 
fident and Congrefs of the United States. The Brethren 
bid them welcome, and defired them to confid^r thenifelve* 
as being at home with their beft friend?. 

As no Indians have been h$re for many years, their per- 
fons, drefs, Angular ornanients, language, and behavior, 
attra&e4 the attention of all the inhabitants. 5pme of them 
were fancifully equipped. Jt being cold and fnowy weather, 
they wore, in addition to their ufual clothing, lopfe blanket* 
thrown over their fhoulders, A few of the chiefs had fine 
cloth coats with red hoods to draw oyer; their heads ; but 
moft of them wore caps of (kins. They feem, proud of wear- 
ing ornaments of filver in their ears and noftrils, and lay a 
powder of a deep vermillion color very plentifully over 
their crowns, ears and temples, having well rubbed thofe 
parts with bear's or deer's greafe to prevent ife falling off; 
Their heads were adorned with feathers, and their faces 
painted with a variety of colors, by which they acquired a, 
yery Angular, and ajmoft hideous appearance, Several child-? 
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itn were at firft afraid to come near them ; but they were 
all fo good-natured, and their behavior throughout was fo 
friendly, that this fliynefs foon wore off. If the Indians 
meet with civil treatment, and can fmoak their pipes* at 
cafe, they are perfe&ly happy and contented. Their wants 
are few, and eafily fupplied. When they came to our inn, 
their firft care was to warm their apartments, to dry their 
blankets, and after fupper they lay down quietly on the 
floor to fleep. 

They had with them the ufual accoutrements of Indian 
warriors; viz, bows and arrows, tomahawks, and fcalping* 
knives, but few guns. Their tomahawks or hatchets ferve 
?lfo occafionally for tobacco pipes, being ingenioufly bored 
and fitted for that purpofe ; and for every day they travel, 
they make a cut round the handle. They fpoke different 
diale&s or languages, being the leading men of feveral dif- 
tln€t tribes or nations. After taking a hearty breakfaft of 
boiled beef and potatoes, during which (as well as at other 
times) they conduced themfeives with the greateft regularity 
and decency, their minifter, the Rev. Mr. Kirkland, gave 
out an hymn pf pvaife to God in the Indian language, which 
they fung in a melodious manner, and with great devotion. 
Brother Reiehel, minifter of the congregation at Nazareth, 
having invited them to come to fee the church, they marched 
thither in Indian file, one after the other. Firft they were ' 
cpnduded into a fpacious room adjoining the chapel, and 
each of them prefented with a pipe, an handful of tobacco, 
fome apples, and a piece of gingerbread, all which pleafed 
them much. Their attention was particularly drawn to fome 
paintings of ot*r Lord's fufferings hanging round the room, 
tyhich their interpreter explained to them. After they had 
taken fome refrefhment, they entered the chapel. Being feated, 
the chorus played and fung, " Glory to God in the higheft, 
peace on earth, good will towards men >" and other pieces 
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of {acred mufic, to which the Indians liftened with apparent 
fatiifa&ion. Then the congregation prefent fang feme 
verfes of praife and thankfgiving in Engtifh, which fome of 
the Indians underftood. After a fliort paufe, a fele£k com- 
pany of them rofe, and joined their minifter in finding hymns 
^in the fame drain in the Indian language, among which was 
that beautiful hymn of Dr. Doddridge, « Jefus ! I love thy 
charming name, &c. w 

I cannot exprefe how delighted we were to behold an 
aflemWy of fuch different people, many of whofe forefa- 
thers falfely maintained, that they were not defcended from 
one firft parent, now cordially united* to praife their com* 
mon God and Savior* It reminded me of that approaching 
bleifed period, when every nation, kindred, tongue, and 
people, fliall, with one accord, praife the Lamb that was 
flain, for ever and ever. 

The finging be*g concluded, an jdderly chief, named 
Peter, who is much refpe&ed among his countrymen rofe 
up, and addreflei himfelf in a fokmn manner, to the lead* 
ing men of this town, and to all the inhabitants thereof. He 
-firft thanked that great Spirit who made and preferred all 
things, for having thus far brought them on their journey in 
peace. He then returned thanks in the name of his people, 
for the kind reception they had met with here, faying, 
•♦That they had not only been treated wdl, but ae friends and 
brothers, and that they mould not forget it." Tie declared, 
that it was a great pfeafure to them to fee oar manners and * 
religious worfliip, adding, that he believed we pofleffed the 
puje^jpracles of divine truth concerning the revelation of 
Jefus Chrift in the world. He then defired U9f to pray for 
them to the great Spirit, who, as he believed, delighted to' 
dwell in our town, that He would be pleafed to grant them 
*fafe journey. In die couYfc of his long oration, (which- 
was interpreted 1 to ufcby Mr. Kirkland) he often uttered the- 
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*amc of Jefus, laying at the fame time his hand with emotion 
on his brcaft* Brother Reichel then addreffed him in return, 
and told him, that -we were all very glad to fee them, and 
to have an opportunity of (bowing them all the friendship 
in our power v that it was a particular pleafure to us to 
find, that £o many of diem had embraced the Goipel of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and that we hoped they would abide in it 
He then wiibed them peace and a good journey, adding, 
that our prayers would certainly attend them *, &c» Mr. 
Kirkland repeated thefe words in the Indian language, and 
Peter made a (bort reply, to which all the Indians fignified 
their hearty aflent by feveral guttural (bunds in their Ian* 
guage. 

This chief Peter is of the Oneida tribe, and in high efteera 
among all the Six Nations. He is renowned for his wifdom, 
moderation,, and retentive memory, and is a conftant advo- 
cate for peace* He is faid to be 76 years of age, though he 
appears to be very ftrong and healthy. On account of his 
piety, he his always called Good Peter. There is a certain 
dignity in his manner of delivery, which is very ftriking. 
He addreffed us by the ufual friendly appellation of Brothers. 
The Rev. Mr. Kirkland afterwards affured Brother Reichel, 
te was perfuaded that Peter and many other of his 
Chriftian followers truly believed in Jefus, and would rather 
fuffer death than deny the Gofpel. After the Speeches, feve- 
ral other anthems were performed, which evidently pleafed 
the Indians much. They then got up to view the different 
mufical inftruments, and after fatisfying their curioGty, re- 
turned qutetiy «nd gravely to their featt. During this time 
the venerable chief Peter rofe *, and withthe utmpft affability 
and good humour, (hook hands with all the children, both 
boys and girls. The other Indians followed his example, 

• The following Sunday a petition was infertcd into the Church Litany 
U ihmx behalf . 
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artd good humour was vifiblc in every codnteilahee ; tli#y 
were particularly pleafed to fee boys from fo many different 
ftates in the academy. This mark of true civility in the Indians 
was peculiarly gratifying to all of us, and upon the whole, the 
reciprocal friendftiip fliown on this occafion, without any 
preconcerted formality, left a pleating impreffion on old and 
young, that will not be eafily erafed* 

The Indians were then led to fee the whole town. As 
they paffed thefingle Brethren's houfe, an hymn-tune was 
played upon the trumpets, and the fingle fitters received therti 
in their meeting hall, finging hymns, and playing upon the 
harpfichord to their great fatisfaftion. After their return to 
the inn, they prepared to fet off for Bethlehem, which they 
intended to reach that night- About one o'clock they left us 
in fledges, feemingly much pleafed with every thing they 
had feen and heard. They came from a great diftance, fomc 
having travelled 41 days before they reached this place. The 
oideft brethren here fay, that they never remember to have 
feen fo fplendid and refpeftable an embaffy of Indians. Wc 
cannot but add, that in their religious deportment, in the 
Tefpefl they pay to the aged, and in the general temperance 
and good order prevailing among them, they are an example 
to the white people who call themfelves Chriftians. This com- 
pany confided of 50 Indians, viz. 29 Seneca, 6 Onondago, 
3 Tufcarora, 2Cajuga, 8 Oneida, and 2 Mahikander. 



-The lateft Accounts received from different Mijfims* 

I# T^ROM Surinam*, in South America, accounts were 
±/ received of different dates, the lateft being of Feb. 
xo, 1792. The courfe of the Million among the native In- 
dians feemed more hopeful, and the fchool for the children 
begun by Brother Fiflier, (See p. 97,) is diligently attended, 
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and much approved of by the parents. The Indians begin 
now to build cottages in the neighborhood of Hoop, and 
above ioo of them have fettled near the dwelling of the 
Miffionaries. All our European Brethren and Sifters there 
live in brotherly love and peace ; and a new fpirit of zeal 
and fervency animates their endeavors to promote the caufe 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift in that wild country. In Sommelf- 
dyk much ficknefs has prevailed $ and by letters dated 
Nov. 5 th, 1791* we received the affe&ing news of the dc- 
ceafe of our venerable Brother, Felix Gutherz, who fuper- 
. intended that Miffion. He was a faithful fervant of Jefus, 
and entered into the joy of his Lord, Oftober 27th, 1791. 
Brother Buechner of , Paramaribo has been appointed to 
ftipply his place. The Gofpel has alfo found entrance 
upon a plantation, called Soelen, upon which the Miffion- 
aries preach every fortnight, the conveniency of its fituation 
affording an opportunity to many neighboring negroes to 
hear the word of reconciliation. In Paramaribo the church 
has of late been well attended, and 7 negroes have been bap- 
tized. The Brethren in Bambey, Hoop, and Sommclfdyk 
were all well at the beginning of February laft. 

1. The great diftrefs mentioned, (p. 83,) to have taken 
place among the negroes in the three Danifh iflands, St. 
Thomas, St. Croix, and St. Jan, on account of an unufual 
drought, has been of late relieved by frequent rains and 
fruitful weather. During this time of affliftion the Miffion 
has had many difficulties to encounter ; but God has main- 
tained and fupported his caufe in all thefe iflands. In our 
Danifh and German congregations, a colle&ion was made 
towards enabling the Miffionaries to afford fomc fmall relief 
to the famiffiing negroes •, but this, though liberal, was by 
far not adequate to the wants of fo many thoufands. Not- 
withftanding all thefe difficulties the grace of God prevailed, 
and many a poor Heathen, amidft externa} want and miferjr, 
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found the way to falvation by faith in Jcfus Chrift. From 
Eafter 1790 to Eaftcr 1791, above 240 negroes were bapti- 
zed, and upwards of 200 were added to the communicants. 
January 21ft, 1792* Brother John Chriftopher Auerbach, who 
had labored 25 years in that Miflion with great zeal, faith- 
fulnefs, and fucccfs, departed into the joy of his Lord. 
Several of the Miflionaries have of late fuffered in their health, 
but according to their laft letters, dated March 20th, 1791, 
they were again reftored. Two of them have paid a vifit to 
the negroes in Tortola, fome planters having exprefled a wilh 
that the Brethren might begin a Million in that ifland. 

3. Brother Jefper Broderfon mentions in a letter, dated 
New Herrnhut in Greenland, Aug. 12, 1791, that the 
fyliflionaries in Lichtenau and Lichtenfels haver fpcnt the laft 
year in peace, rejoicing over the blefled effe&s of the power 
of Jefu's grace in the hearts of the Greenland Brethren and 
Sifters. In Lichtenau 19 adults and 17 children were bap- 
tised. There were alfo the moft encoraging hopes of a re- 
newal of life anil grace in New Herrnhut. The letters from 
Lichtenau are dated in September and Odtober 1791, and 
February 1792. The two laft winters of 1791 smd 1792 
have been very fevere and ftormy, and our people were 
brought into great diftrefs for want of provifions •, but in 
their greater! neccflity our heavenly Father gracioufly afforded 
them unexpected relief, the Rieper-hixds coming in fuch 
numbers upon the coaft, that the Greenlanders caught many 
hundreds of them in gins and traps. The Miflionaries alfo 
did as much as lay in their power towards fupplying them 
with the rheans of fubfiftence. The chapel in Lichtenau 
being not only too fmall but entirely out of repair, our bre- 
thren there found themfclves under the neceflity of befpeak- 
jngthe frame- work necefiary for a new one, larger and more 
durable than the former, and recommend this extraordinary 
and expenfive undertaking to the adtive benevolence of their 
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Brethren and Friends in Europe, not doubting in the leaft 
of their wiilingnefs in this inftance alfo, to fupport the work 
of God in that country, efpecially as the harveft feems to 
increafe. At the end of the year 1791, the congregations 
of believing Greenlanders confifted of the following num- 
bers : New Herrnhut of 274 : Lichtenfels of 341 : Lichtenau 
of 342 : In all of 957 perfons. 

4. In Tranquebar on the coaflr of Coromandel, our Bre- 
thren have enjoyed reft and fafety ever fince their return 
from the town, whither they had taken refuge to avoid the 
inroads made by Tippoo Saib. (See p. 82.) They were much 
<liftreffed concerning the fate of the three afliftants they ex- 
pe£t from Europe, (See p. 84.) who were not arrived when 
their laft letters of Sep. 16th, 1791, left the coaft. Several 
articles, expefted by the fame (hip, are alfo much wanted by 
them. Provifions are extremely dear, and a long drought 
has occafioned a great failure in the crops. They recommend 
ihemfelves to the prayers of all their Brethren every where, 
and though they enjoy the peace of our Savior, and live in bro- 
therly love and concord at home, yet they are conftantly look- 
ing for that bleffed period when the word of atonement (hall 
find entrance into the hearts of the benighted Heathen 
around them, and the reward of the travail of Chrift's 
foul (hall be gathered in from that part of the worfd 
alfo. 

By letters received from Copenhagen, it appears that the 
fliip Caftell Danfborg, with the abovementione.d three Bre- 
thren on board, had arrived fafe in Bengal Dec. 3d, 1791,^ 
all well. 

5. The worthy gentleman who promoted a Miflion in the 
ifland of Tobago, has fince the deceafe of our late Brother, 
John Montgomery, renewed his application for a fucceflbr, 
in which he is joined by other planters j and till a Mif- 

0^2 fionary 
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fionary can be appointed, Brother Fritz of Barbadoes will vifit 
that ifland. 

6. In Barbadoes the Brethren's chapel is well filled with 
negroes every Sunday. Thirteen adults have been baptized, 
and ten added to the communicants in the courfe of laft 
year. 

7. In Jamaica the progrefs of the Gofpel is flow. The 
.disturbances upon the neighboring ifland of Domingo have 
not afle&ed the ftate of the negroes in Jamaica, as was appre- 
hended. 

8. The congregation of believing Indians in North Ame* 
rica having crofied lyake Erie, is now near the mouth of De- 
troit river, upon a piece of ground belonging to Colonel 
M*Kee : the MifEonaries live in a few old houfes about a 
mile afunder, and the Indians in cottages built of bark 
between thefe houfes. After finifhing the work in their 
plantations, they built a chapel, having till then had their 
daily worfhip in the open air. But as yet they know not 
where they (hall fettle, the warriors having fent them fre- 
quent challenges to go put to the war, by which they are 
greatly difturbed in their quiet and godly life. They feared 
that they would be compelled to quit the premifes in Spring* 
and to fcek another place of fafety. The country is low and 
unhealthy, and many of the Indians, both adults and children, 
have departed this life. The MifEonaries alfo have been 
attacked with, various difordcrs, but were all rettored. 
At the clofe of the year 1790, 21a Indian converts lived 
with them, being 28 more than at the beginning of 
that year. From the troubles attending the war, they 
did not expeft muth increafe, but the Lord is with them, 
and grants them to grow in his knowledge and grace. 

9. The accounts received from St. Kitt's are fuch, that all 
true lovers of Jefus Chrift and his precious Gofpel will' re- 
joice with us, at the great grace prevailing in that Million. 

The 
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The Miflionarics live in pefece and brotherly love, preaching 
the word and being indefatigably employed in vifiting the 
negroes upon different plantations. The Lord bleffes their 
labors and teftimonyj and the congregation at Baffeierre 
confided, at the end of the year 1791, of 624 fouls, befides 
many new people who come to beg for baptifm. The bre- 
thren have been invited to a plantation about 10 miles from 
Bafleterre, where they have generally from 70 to 80 atten- 
tive hearers. 

10. In Antigua the work of God continues to flourifh and 
increafe, and we have great reafon to pray that the Lord 
of the harveft would himfelf prepare and fend forth more' 
laborers into this great harveft. At the clofe of the year 
1 79 1 the two congregations at St. John's and Gracehill con- 
Med of upwards of 7400 fouls, befides a great number of 
new people, who conftantly attend public fervice. The 
number of Mifiionaries in both places was only five, four of 
whom are married. Brother Watfon, who fupcrintends the 
Million, has been fo ill, that his recovery was doubtful, and 
according to the lad letters he was (till very weak, and not able 
to exert himfelf much. Brother Towle arrived there May 1 2th* 

The diaries and accounts received from this Miffion con- 
tain many (hiking proofs of the operations of the Spirit of 
God in the hearts of the negroes, and how greatly ' / are 
(upported in their various ftations of fervitude, by . grace 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift filling, comforting, and enlivening 
their hearts. Many of them render thanks to God that He 
has fuffered them to be brought into a ftate of outward mife* 
ry, in which they have been made acquainted with the Gofpel 
of Jefus Chrift their Savior, and experienced the power of 
his, precious blood to fare them from the dominion of fin and 
Satan, tyrants far more cruel than the word of human 
mafters. Many have alfo the happinefs to have humane and 
welWifpofed mafters, who treat them with a kind concern 
5 for 
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Jot their temporal and fpiritual welfare, and offer every 
afliftance in their power to forward the caufe of true religion 
amongft them. 



Of the Miflion to the Hottentots at the Cape of Good Hope. 

IN the year 1736, our late venerable brother George 
Schmidt> who, for the Gofpel's fake, had fuffered impri- 
fpnment in Bohemia from the year 1728 to 1734, was fent 
by the Brethren* to attempt to bring the Gofpel to the Hot- 
tentots at the Cape of Good Hope. After being detained a 
whole year in Amfterdam, he at length obtained his wifh, 
and, having landed at the Cape, July 9th, 1737, wentfeve- 
ral miles up the country among the Hottentots, erefted a 
hut upon Serjeant's river, and cleared a fpot of ground for a 
plantation. 

The Hottentots foon gained fuch confidence towards him, 
that they fent their children to fchool on his plantation, and 
being incapable of learning their language, he taught them 
to read the Scriptures and to fing hymns in Low Dutch, in— 
ftru&ing both them and their parents in the Chriftian reli- 
gion, and keeping them to a regular employment. He alfo 
baptized feven pcrfons, in whom he perceived a work of the 
Spirit of God, and a true defire to live comformably to the 
rule of Chriil. The Mifiion then appeared in a florifhing ftate. 
A letter, which accompanied one of his diaries, and is dated 
Nov. 18, 1740, is worthy ofinfeftion: 

"Dear and respected Brethren, 

" BY the inclofcd, you will fee what our Lord has hitherto 

done in this place. The people, who come to the morning 

and evening meetings, are thofe who tend the cattle, and 

liave a mind to work. The fchool never lafts long, for thefc 

jeopte 
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people do not loye pcrfeverance in application. I only hear 
what each has learnt, and explain the new leflbn. Mod of 
them are flow of comprehenfion, and I mud frequently read 
one leffon over and over again, before they can repeat it ; 
but this is not much to be wondered at, confidering that they 
are (till backward in underftanding the Low Dutch language. 
I am very defirous that they (hould learn it, otherwife 
they cannot underftand when I explain the Scriptures to them. 
The evening meeting never lafts longer than an hour, but 
is generally over in half or three quarters of an hour. Before 
thfey come to the morning prayer, they go and kneel down 
by themfelves, praying from their hearts as well as they can. 
The men, women, and boys are divided each into two claries, 
and the girls are in one clafs. Each clafs prays together, 
both before and after the evening meeting. My whole con- 
gregation confifts of 10 men, io women, 7 boys, and 
5 girls. Fifteen of them can read the Teftament. . 

c< Ah, my dear and beloved Brethren and Sifters, remember 
me and my poor people ! Let the incenfe of your prayers 
rife continually before the throne of the Majefty on high, 
that Jefus Chrift may crown this his work with mercy and 
glory. To conclude : I recommend to your notice, that 
hitherto I (land alone without any afliftant, and earneftly 
wifli for one. 

" May all that breathe praife the Lord. Hallelujah. I falute 
you moll cordially in the bonds of love, as 

" Your moil unworthy Brother, 
" G. Schmidt." 

The work continued by the blefiing of God to increafe ; but 
Brother Schmidt met with fo many impediments and diffi- 
culties, that he was obliged to return to Europe in 1744, in 
hopes of obtaining in Holland full liberty to return, and to 
continue his inftru&ions of the Hottentots. But all the en- 
deavors 
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deavors ufed both by him and ocher Brethren to revifit them, 
were in vain. By authentic accounts it appears, that the 
forfaken congregation kept together for forae time, waiting 
foe the return of their teacher. 

In 1 747, John Martin Schwaebler went thither to take 
care of the forfaken Hottentots 5 but no farther accounts were 
heard of him. Information was received of a remnant of 
the work in 1 760, and feme Brethren who were at the Cape 
on their paflage from the Eaft Indies in the year 1786, faw 
an Hottentot woman baptized by Brother Schmidt, who 
exprlffed a great defire for the renewal of the Miflion. She 
had a Dutch Bible given to her by Brother Schmidt, which 
ihe valued above all things. Thefe accounts of the re- 
maining fparks of that fire of the Lord which once began to 
kindle amongft the defpifed Hottentots, and the earned wifh 
of many worthy friends of the caufe of God, prevailed with 
the fynod of the Brethren, met at Herrnhut in 1789, to re- 
new their applications to the Eaft-India Company in Hol- 
land for leave to fend Miflionaries to the Cape of Good 
Hope, which being granted, three Brethren have accepted 
a call to go as Miflionaries to the Hottentots, and lately arri- 
ved in Holland for that purpofe, where they are treated 
with much civility by fome of the Dire&ors of the Company, 
who endeavor to render their fituation on board the fliip as 
comfortable as poffible. Thus the wifli and defire of that 
worthy fervant of Jefus, our late Brother George Schmidt, 
is fulfilled. He departed into the joy of his Lord a few years 
ago at Nifky in Upper Lufatia, where he fpent the latter 
part of his life, being daily engaged in prayer for the prof- 
perity of the kingdom of God on earth, and rejoicing at 
every profpeft of its increafe and glory. 
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JSxtraB of a Diary of the Congregation of believing Indians in 
North America, then refitting near the mouth of the river 
Detroit on the banks of Lake Erie, from Augufl to the end of 
the year 1791. 

jfUG US T 1 ph. The Miffionaries, David Zeifberger, 
-*•* Gottlob Senfeman, and Michael Jung, went on bufinefs 
to Detroit. Here they waited upon the Governor, who 
received them kindly. They had likewife an opportunity 
of giving a full account of the aim and views of the Brethren 
in fettling in this country, and of their endeavouring to pro- 
pagate the Gofpel among the Heathen, to another magiftrate* 
He agreed with them as to the propriety of removing (tic 
converted Indians to fome place of fafety, where they might 
dwell alone, and not mix with the white people, men- 
tioning a diftrift upon the Huron Streights, lying beyond 
the boundary of the land lately purchafed, which might be 
bought of the Chipawas. The Miffionaries begged, that the 
benefit of the ad of parliament in favor of the Brethren 
might extend to them and their Indians, fo as to exempt 
them from bearing arms, and fecure to them liberty of con* 
fcience. He was convinced of the juftice of this requeft, and 
expreffed great regard for the Miffion in general. 

Aug. 2 1 ft. A party of warriors, going to the Miami, 
paflecj by in a boat, finging the war fong. Soon after, two 
white people came hither (as they faid) to buy horfes. They 
were well known to Bill Henry's family, as belonging to the 
feme gang of murderers* who maflacred the Indians at Pittf- 
burgand Gnaden-huetten in the year 1782. As foon as 
they perceived themfelves difcovered, they fet off in hafte. 

Aug. 04th. After a difcourfe delivered upon thofe words : 
I will give peace in the land, and yejhall lie down> and nonefhall 
make you afraid, Lev. xxvi. 6 p was the funeral of the late 
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widow Lydia. A large company attended. She was* bap- 
tized Dec. %6i 17669 at Friedens-huetten, and moved id 
177a to Gnaden-huetten on the Muflcingum; where (he 
was married to Gabriel^ of the Mahikander tribe ; and March 
9, 1776, was admitted to the Lord's Supper. When, in 
1782, the Indian congregation was difperfed, (he fled to 
Gigeyunk, on the Miami, and after fome time joined the 
belierers again at New Salem, or Pettquotting. At firft (he 
appeared undetermined, as to her dwelling amongft them ; 
but the power of Jefu's grace foon overcame all her fcruplest 
She began to weep for pardon and peace, and was divinely 
affured of her being made accepted in Chrift the beloved, to 
whom (he devoted herfelf anew. Her hufband, Vho had 
long ago fbrfaken her, returned likewife from the War, and 
upon his requeft obtained leave to live in the fettleipcnt with 
his wife. She received him again, but predi&ed that his 
good refolutions would not hold, which proved but too true. 
Upon our quitting New Salem laft fpring, her two fillers left 
the congregation, but (he remained firm and faithful. Care 
was taken, that (he might be provided with every thing ne- 
ceflary for her fupport in this place, for (he was moftly con- 
fined to her bed, being now in a deep decline. Auguft 13th, 
(he received the facrament on her bed. Her heart was filled 
with joy and gladnefs, and (he could not find words fufficient 
to exprefs her gratitude. On the 2 2d (he fent for Brother 
Zeifberger and his wife, who had frequently vifited her, and 
begged him to pray with her for the laft time; adding, u I may 
perhaps be foon bereft of my fenfes, for I know that Our 
Savior will now take me to himfelf." Many Indian Brethren 
and Sifters were prefent ; and while Brother Zeifberger pro- 
nounced the blefling of the Lord over her, (he folded her 
hands with the greateft devotion and compofure, the peace 
of God fweetly pervading the whole aflembly. At night an 
Indian Sifter came to watch with her. Upon fceii\g her 

enter 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



£ 1*7, J 

enter the houfe, (he faid, <( Forgive me, my fitter, for our 
"love has fometimes been difturbcd $ I have fought and 
" found pardon with our Savior ; I love and forgive you, 
" and beg of you to retain nothing againft me, who am now 
" departing in 'peace to him." She had fcarce uttered thefe 
words when (he fell happily afleep in Jefus. 

On the 3 ift we were again alarmed by various reports and 
rumors of war. Though we ourfelves have no concern in 
political affairs, yet our Indijuis are always difturbed and de- 
ranged thereby, and thus we; feel much anxiety on thefe occa- 
fions. But this is not the only fource of trouble conne&ed 
with our dwelling here. Some of our white neighbors are 
not well affe&ed towards us ; and if any damage is done to 
their property, they never fail to lay the blame upon our 
people, though we are convinced of their innocence. A 
party of Indian ftragglers and vagabonds having come over 
into our neighborhood, it frequently happens that cattle or 
pigs are deftroyed by them. The Chippawas have alfo been 
dete&ed (hooting pigs, dragging them into their canoes and 
making off \ and the wolves commit frequent depredations : 
but all tins is charged upon our Indians. An evil-minded 
neighbor, more bitter than the reft, drove his cattle into 
their plantations, by which the corn and other produce was 
wholly deftroyed. They complained accordingly, and it was 
pronounced to be a mod flagrant a& of injuftice and cruelty, 
but no remedy could be procured. Thus they muft fuffer 
patiently, and wait for better times. In the courfe of laft 
month feveral children were born and baptized. The daily 
meetings of the congregation were held in regular order, and 
blefled with the prefence and peace of pur Savior. 

Sept* 7th. Ten Indians partook with . us of the Holy 
Communion, for the firft time in this place. Thus our bleiTed 
Savior, .as the good Shepherd, gathers his difperfed flock, 
he^ls the fick, binds up the broken-hearted, and comforts all 
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that mourn. The Indian fchool is in a hopeful ft ate j and 
Mr. D. of Detroit fends his two fons hither to fchool this 
winter. 

Sept. 1 1. Brother Michael Jung preached in the forenoon ; 
and in the afternoon, two adults were baptized into the death 
of Jefus. One of them was a white woman, who, when a 
child, was taken captive in war, and given to our Indian 
Sifter, Theodore, before {he came to us. She was called 
Anna Caritas— and the other, Henrietta. Both whites and 
blacks attended this foleran tranfa&ion. In the following - 
4ays, Brother Senfeman was confined to his bed by, illnefs. 

6ept. 12. The Wiondats, who inhabit the weftern coaft of 
*V 6ur bay, fent a meffenger hither with a piece of tobacco, 
painted red, to inform out Indians, that another American 
army was advancing into the Indian country, and that they 
fhoultj hold themfelves in readinefs to oppofe the enemy. 
We returned no anfwer to thism^ffage. In thefe days, 
SamuelVBrother, a Nantikok Captain, vifited us, and relat- 
ed how the deputies of the Indian tribes on the Miami, 
had fpoken concerning the believing Indians. The deputies 
prefent were Wiondats, Chippawas, Ottawas, Putewoate- 
men, Mingocs, Delaware*, and a chief of the Wa^wiachta- 
aos. To thefe the well-known Mohawk, Jofeph Brand, 
addrefled the following fpeech: a Why (hould we compel 
" the believing Indians to go to war ? There are enough of us 
<c who delight in it, and what affiftance would that poor 
" handful of believers afford us ? They have other bufinefs, 
w of which we underftand nothing. • They have the word 
<c of God, and ftrive to live in conformity to its precepts. 
ri Do not difturb them ; they have chofen the right way, 
a and the beft manner of living ; yea, would to God that 

* we all had th^ fame "bbjecl: in view. They have fent to us 
u from Pettquotting, begging to know, where they might fit 

* down quietly, and worfhip God'undifturbed j but to this 

i " day 
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<* day you havefent them no anfwer. Now, my friends, now 
" is your time to confider the fubje&. Find a place for them* 
t€ where they may have reft ; but not among us. The time 
€< may come, when we fliall be glad to take refuge to them, 
a not knowing where to hide our own wires and children.— 
f But if the believers have a place of fafety, we may run to 
** them for help j at lead our wives and children may fly and 
"fettle in their neighborhood, and get corn from their 
u plantations." We cannot rightly difcern, whether Jofeph 
Brand is our friend, or not. He is a man of great power 
and influence among the Indians > and God raifes up ,now 
gnd then a man, who is conftrained to fpeak in behalf of hi* 
people, and to defend their caufe. We have never omitted am 
opportunity of expreffing'our friendlhip towards the chiefs, 
and their people, but we find, that we have atprefent manj 
enemies among the Delawares, who oppofe all favorable 
refolutions concerning us. As to the Chippawas, Qttawas, 
and other tribes, they are indifferent about us, confider us.af 
friends, and know no reafon why they fliould hate usv f 

In the evening, was the funeral of a child, born Auguft 
a9th* This being the fifth child we have buried here, our 
Brethren and Sifters were addrefled in a comfortable manner, 
admoniihed to look with, refignation to God our Savior on 
fheie occafions, and to confider, that he loves the children 
more than the moft affe&ionatc parent ; and when he takes 
them hence, receives them gracioufly into eternal fafety. 

In the night there arofe a moft tremendous ftorm. The 
waves of ihe lake roared like incefiant peals of thunder, and 
we were anxioufly concerned for the fate of two veffels which 
had yefterday failed to Fort Erie. Our river fell five feet 
during the ftorm. 

Sept. 17. Wieginund, a Delaware counfellor, was brought 
hither fick, from the Miami, where, according to his ac- 
count, a* great mortality prevails among the Indians. He 
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ftaid here feveral days, and was continually vifited by the 
Indiah Brethren, efpecially by Abraham, who preached 
Jefus to him as the propitiation for onr fins. Haying reco- 
Tered a little, he went to his own home, and died foon 
after. On the 18th, we thanked our Savior for Brother 
Senfeman's recovery, his diforder having for fome time ap- 
peared dangerous. On the 2 1 ft, the Indian afliftants were 
commiflioned to fend away fome ftrange Indians, who have 
been loitering about the premifes for fome weeks, and laft 
slight had a drunken frolic upon the beach. The afliftants 
ihowed great firmnefs, and prevailed upon them all to quit 
die place. An old woman, in their company, endeavored 
to take a young baptized girl with her ; but the latter hid 
herfclf fo long in the Miffiemary , s houfe, till the party was 
out of fight. On the 24th, the corpfe of the In4ian Brother 
William was interred. As a young man, he was much in 
company with Sir William Johnfon, whom he ferved as in- 
terpreter, and thereby got much honor among the Indians, 
In 1770, both he and his wife joined the congregation at 
Friedens-huetten, and he refolved immediately to fpend his 
life with the believers, renouncing the world, the Indian 
councils, and the affairs of the chiefs. To this determina- 
tion he kept to the end of his life. He was baptized Sep- 
tember 6th, 1771, by Brother Schmick, at Friedens-huetten, 
and December ift admitted to the Lord's Supper. In 
1772, he removed to-Schoenbrun, on the river Mufkingum* 
proved remarkably ufeful in tranflating portions of Scripture, 
hymns, &c. and was appointed an affiftant. In preaching 
the gofpel to the Indians, he could exprefs himfclf in a man- 
ner well fuited to their capacities and peculiar turn of thought; 
fo that his words entered their hearts, and by the bleffing of 
God brought many of them to a fenfe of their loft eftate 
without a Savior. He was beloved and refpe&ed by all 
his countrymen, and his brethren valued him as a moft ex- 
emplary 
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etaplary lover and follower of Jefus. The laft fervice lie 
rendered to the congregation, was by returning the hatchet, 
fent to fummon our Indians to war. He executed this 
commiffion with fuch addrefs and good fuccefs, that our 
town remained unmolefted for a long time, but returned fo 
weak, that he was hardly able to give a full account of his 
expedition. He then vifited Samuel, who was likewife ill, 
and addreffed him thus : a Neither of Ub knows, which of 
" us will go firft home to our Savior. If you go before me, 
(( I will promife you to remain faithful to him unto death; 
u and if I go firft, you will do the fame, that we may meet - 
" each otheT again before the throne of the Lamb/* When 
confined to his bed, he (hewed the greateft refignation, as a 
truly pardoned and believing child of God. To Brother 
Senfeman he gavp an account of his whole courfe of life, ex- 
preffing the moil fervent gratitude for the mercy and love o£ 
his Lord and Savior Jefus Chrift, in calling him from dark* 
nefs unto light, and faving his poor foul from deftru&ion. 
. Sept 25. We received letters from Bethlehem, dated in 
July, by way of Montreal. On the 30th, a party of warriors 
pafled through our town, and took a baptized boy with them, 
before we could interfere for his relief. O&ober ad fre had 
a vifit from Colonel M«K. who arrived with a veffel from 
Detroit We informed him, that though we would patiently 
fpend the winter in this place, we wiihed much to move in 
fpring, being convinced that we could not live quietly 
among the white people. We likewife related how our 
people had been falfely accufed, their plantations ruined, &c» 
He faid he had heard fuch accusations, but always endea- 
vored to refute them. As to our removal, he kindly pro- 
mised, that it ihould be taken into immediate confideration. 

Oft. 5. Many of our people went into the fettlement, 
about 15 or 20 miles off, to affift the people there to gather 
in their crops of Indian corn. In the following days, 

the 
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the Mifiianaries repaired their houfes, and fccured them* 
as much as poflible againft the feverity of the winter. 

Oft. ii. Brother Zeifberger delivered a difcourfe upon 
the word of the day, When they were but few, even a few and 
grangers \ and when they went from nation to nation > and from 
one kingdom to another people^ he fuffered no man to do them 
wrongs 1 Chron. 16. 19, 20, 21. He obferved this to be 
verified in the paft and prefent date of our Indian congrega- 
tion, and called upon the Indian Brethren and Sifters to 
thank and praifc the Lord, who had led them fafely through 
numberlefs difficulties, preferring them from harm, and 
granting them rich pafture in his precious word and merits. 
On the 25th, fomeof our Indians began to build their winter 
houfes. They likewife made provifion for the widows and 
orphans, as we expeft fevere weather in this climate. On 
the 28th, we heard that an American army was marching in- 
to the Indian country, having cannon with them. 

Nov. 3. Our venerable Brother Abraham, an old and faith*. 
ful affiftant in the Indian congregation, departed happily into 
the joy of his Lord. He had heard the gofpel preached by 
Brother Zeifberger, about the year 1763, in Machwihilu- 
fing; and upon the return of the Indian congregation from . 
the barracks at Philadelphia in 1765, joined the believers at 
Triedens-huetten, on the, Sufquehannah, where he was 
baptized. The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift prevailed fo- 
as to deliver him from all attachment to his former heathenifli 
habits and fuperftition* he devoted himfclf with foul and 
body to his Savior, (hewed forth his praifes in all his life 
and conversation, and remained faithful unto the end. Hav- 
ing formerly been the greateft drinker and fighter in the 
country, the change wrought in him after his baptifm was. 
truly aftonifhing *, for he had put off the old man with all his 
deeds, and put on the new man, which, after God, is created* 
in righteoufhef* and true holinefs. In 17689 he was ap- 
pointed 
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pointed to accompany the Brethren David Zeifberger ahd 
Gottlob Senfeman to the Ohio, to fettle a Million; and 
there, amidft oppofition and persecution, he boldly and freely 
1 preached Chrift, as the only Saviof of men. He frequently 
toncluded his difcourfes in the following manner : <c Now, 
ct my frieiids, I am glad to have had this opportunity, to in- 
" form you, how you may be happy here, and t6 all eternity. 
*' I can aflert, from my own experience, that what I have 
u faid is truth, and though you fliould not believe me now, 
" yet a time will come, when you will believe and fayi 
u Onr friend fpoke the truth, but we would not believe 
u him : I have told you already what will be the dreadful 
" lot of thofe who will not receive the gofpel. Touhave 
u now no excufe \ and- cannot fay, We have vifited the be- 
u lievers, but they have told us nothing of what they knew/' 
Being appointed warden of the congregation,he exerted himfelf 
fuccefsfuily for the preservation of good order by day and night. 
He was rather fevere in his treatment of diforderly people, but 
(hewed the irtoft companionate and loving difpofition towards 
poor repenting fmncrs. In 1 782, he was the firft who joined 
the captive Miffionaries. About a fortnight ago, he partook 
With the congregation of the Lord's Supper in the chapel, 
but foon after was feized with a cough, and immediately de- 
clared his readinefe to depart and be with Chrift, fpending 
liis time in communion and converfe with him. We mourn 
over his k>fs, but thank the Lord, who gTacioufly granted 
unto us fuch a faithful and ufeful affiftant in our lab^r 
among the Indians. In the following days, we heard various 
reports concerning an engagement between the Indians and 
Americans, in which the latter were laid to have been cpm- . 
pletely routed. This account was confirmed on the 15th, 
by a veffel coming exprefs from Fort Erie. May God in 
mercy put a (top to the cfrufion of human blood, and prote£k 
us in thefe evil days ! On the 19th, a party of warriors, who 
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had been prefent at the laft engagement, came hither frbrlf 
the Miami, and gave a more circumftantial account of the 
above-mentioned cataftrophe. On the 20th, Brother Zeif- 
berger baptized a fick lad, of about eight years old, calling 
him Benjamin, His parents had been at the Miami, for 
fome time on bufinefs, but the boy continually begged them 
to return home, faying, " I will not die among the favages ; 
" I defire to be warned from my fins m the blood ef Chrift, - 
** and to be baptized ; perhaps our Savior will pity me, and 
•* take me to himfelf. And you, my dear mother, you ftand 
c< likewife in need of his pardon and peace, that when ytra die, 
<; we maymeet each other again in his prefence." His mother, 
who had for fome time paft been wavering and unhappy, was 
fo afFe£ted by this fpeech, that (he wept day and night, not 
refting till (he had found peace with Jefus, and the affurance 
of the forgivenefs of her fins. 

Dec. 1. We had the joy to receive from. Bethlehem a par- 
cel of letters, and the text-books for 1792. The letters 
were dated m September. We were vifitcd by Capt. E. and 
an American Lieutenant, who had been taken prifoner in 
the late battle; The 6th, many of our Indians went into the 
woods to hunt, at leaft to procure a fufficient number of (kins 
to make fnow-fhoes. There is but little game in thefe parts, 
but the fettlers have given our Indian* fo much work, that 
they have been enabled to earn a livelihood. On the 13 th, 
fome German and Englifli fettlers came hither from the eaft 
fide of the lake, and attended the meetings of the congrega- 
tion. They were overtaken by a ftorm, and loft their boat 
in the ice. On the 18th, was the funeral of the widow 
Gertrude. She came from Gekelemukpechuenk, and joined 
the believers in Languntoutenuenck, having fecretly left her 
delations and friends, from an eager defire to find reft for 
her foul. After her baptifm in 1771, me could not rightly 
And her way as a poor needy firmer to the Savior, and was 
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fer fomc time;uneafy in her mind. But at length the good 
Shepherd found this his ftraying fheep, and made her a joyful 
partaker of true reft and peace. A treacherous attempt was 
foon after made by a counfellor at Gekelcmukpechuenk, to 
force her to leave the believers* but in vain. Having been 
admitted to the Lord's Supper, flie approved herfclf a fteady, 
rramWe follower of Jefus, and was much refpe&ed by all 
the Indians. After the difperfion of the congregation, in 
1782, <he*was detained, for a confiderable time, among her 
heathen relations ; but at length got off, and being readmit- 
ted to the congregation, proceeded again in her former quiet 
and edifying courfe. She was never fatisfied with the mere, 
name and form of chriftianity, but defired, at all times, to 
have an uninterrupted communion with her Savior in her 
heart. Being weak, (he was brought hither in the fame vef- 
. fel whkh conveyed the Mifliouarics, for which (he exprefled 
jjreat gratitude. At the laft communion, (he was lively, 
and feemingly well in health, but foon after began to com- 
plain. Her fick-bed was a tent of peace, and her departure 
that of a true believer, rejoicing to meet the Lord Jefus, and 
to be with him for ever. On the 19th, we had a conference 
with the Indian affiftants, and ' added two married couple to 
dieir number, viz. Ignatius and Chriftina, Peter andMag- 
dalene. This company confifts now of feven Brethren and 
fix Sifters. The celebration of the feftival of the nativity of 
our blefled Savior, was attended with a fpirit of joy 
and confolation. Our Indian Brethren and Sifters were 
truly joyful in the Lord, finging praifes unto him with heart 
and lips. The children were particularly chearful, and, we 
truft, received an abiding imprefEon of the great love of God 
to naankind, in fending his only begotten Son into the' 
world to fave us; We concluded the year 1 791 with humble 
prayer, confeious of bur wants and failings, but alfo with 
praifc and thankfgtving, and with that full and comfortable' 
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tffurance that our God and Savior heart our prayers* for* 
gives our trefpafles, cleaning us by his blood from ill un« 
righteoufnefs 5 . and abides our fliield and rock now, hence- 
forth, and for evermore. Of the remarkable occurrences 
ahd inftances of the Lord*s goodnefs towards us during the 
year paft, we will remark the following 5 

After much alarm, on account of the approaching Indian 
war, finding no protection in the Indian country, we were 
obliged to leave New Salem, near Pettquotting, on the 
14th of April laft, after a peaceful refidence of four years* 
and arrived here May 4th, Our fafe arrival we afcribe alone 
to the mercy and prefervation of God ; for we were in fre* 
quent danger of falling into the hands of the Chippawa war-t 
riors, who were marching in large parties to the place of 
rendezvous. Soon after this, we fuffered much anxiety 
from the conduct of the heathen Indians, who fent us an hat* 
chet and w^r.belt, fummoning^ our people to go to war, 
which had never been done before. Whoever knows the 
difpofition of the North- American Indians, will join with 
us in praifing God, for having averted the harm that might 
have enfued ; For a war-rbelt either fills their minds with die 
mtmoft terror and confirmation, or fpreads a general fpirit 
of fury and murder amongft them. The firft mefla >f thia 
kind caufed no fmall difturbance among our people. 1 Some 
of the baptized, but more of the unbaptized, who had leave 
, to live here, left us, to feek their fortune elfewhere. The 
fecond mefiage made but little impreflion, and the threats 
of the heathen came to nought. As to thofe few baptized % , 
who left us, we mod lamented 'the fate of their children,! 
fpme of whom were hopeful plants, and gave us much more 
pleasure than their halfhearted parents^ Had wc ftaid in 
Pettquotting, we fhould have been overwhelmed in the mi* 
feries of the war ; but here God has given us reft. We 
have had our daily worfhip, undifturbed, and attended by 
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Indians, Negroes, and Europeans. The word of the croft 
has proved its divine power in fubduing and changing the 
heart of man, of which we have again this year fecn feverai 
inftances to our great encouragement Five adults and twelve 
children have been baptized by us. Sixteen perfowuleparted ' 
this life, eleven of whom were children. There are at prefent 
150 Indians living with us, whom, with ourfelves, we conw 1 
mend to the grace of our Loi;d Jefus Chrift, the love of God, 
and the fellowfhip of the Holy Ghoft, and entreat all our 
Brethren and friends every where to join in prayer a&d fup* 
plications tp God for us and our people. 

1792. 

^fANUART ift* Brother Edward preached in the fore- 
J noon. After the fermon Brother Senfeman delivered a 
difcourfe to the baptized, Brother Zeifberger had been ailing 
for this week paft, but recovered on the 3d. We had a con- * 
ference to-day with our Indian affiftants, chiefly tovexplore 
their fentiments concerning our removal from hence next 
fpring. As to living in the Indian country, we found them 
not much inclined to truft any more to thp declarations or 
- protection of the chiefs, but to turn for help to the Englifh 
government. They reprefented, that whatever the ^promifes 
of the chiefs might be, they fhould have no peace in the 
Indian country, but be either kept in continual alarm during 
the war, or called upon to join or aid the warriors. But 
that this would not be fo much the cafe if they refided in the 
Englifli dominions; at leaft no violence could be commit- 
ted againft them by the Indians, as being under the protec- 
tion of fo powerful a nation* We then refolved to lay the 
matter before the agent, Col. M'K. and to follow his advice. 

On the 4th we received a difagreeable account from the 
Ohio, where the Indians were find to have again murdered forty 
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whites: further, that two Delawares had been killed and 
fcaJpcd by the Chikafaws. Of the latter tribe, twenty war- 
riors had joined the American army. Thefe were moftly 
killed, and two taken prifoners, one of whom was brought 
to Detroit, to undergo the fiery torture, but was redeemed 
by the governor. Now the Indians are afraid, of a war be- 
tween the Delawares and Chikafaw*. The 6th, being 
Epiphany, we celebrated as a day of praife and thankfgiving* 
that the Lord had revealed his gofpel and grace unto the 
Heathen, and all our meetings were bleffed with a powerful 
and comfortable fer.fation of the prefence of Jefus, the bleffed 
Savior of the world. Brother Zeifberger having delivered a 
powerful and awakening difcourfe upon the words — Pre* 
fared before the face of all people y a light to enlighten the Gentiles ', 
and the glory of thy people Ifraely Luke, ii. 31, 325 two adults 
and one child were baptized. In the afternoon the hiftory 
of the wife-men from the Eaft was read and explained to the 
Indians* The cold was very intenfe, and on the 7th in the 
morning the Lake was frozen over as far as the eye could 
reach. 

On the 8th an Indian couple were married. The 9th we 
had a friendly vifit from the judge, Mr. P. with whom we 
converted much concerning our departure from this place, 
informing him of our propofitions, viz. That the Englifh 
government might permit us to dwell within the borders of 
their territory, which would not injure, but rather promote 
their intereft, as it would tend to improve and cultivate the 
land; that we did not wifti to claim fuch land as our own 
property, but as foon as the war {hould ceafe, would return 
it to them ; that indeed a promife had been made to grant us 
land to fettle, and letters fent to Quebec upon this fubjeft, 
but no anfwer having arrived, that we thought the above 
plan the mod eligible. He advifedfis to fendtheie propofuions 
in writing to the agent, Col. M C K. who would forward them 
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to the board. He likewife informed us of tie new arrarfge* 
ment made in the government of Canada. 

On the 10th feveral Indians arrived from the Miami, who 
informed us of the death of our baptized Indian, Betty ; and 
that a gTeat number of Indians intend to retire from thence 
into thefe parts, fearing a general war of the nations. 

On the 14th we had a mod refrefhing participation of the 
Holy Sacrament. The peace and prefence of our blefled 
Savior ftrengthened and comforted our hearts ; and the decla- 
rations of our Indians concerning it, were moft pkafing and 
edifying. The following day a Shawano fe arrived, and de- 
livered a piece of tobacco, painted with vermillion, to our 
Indians, accompanied by a fpeech to the following effe& : 
" That they fhould rife and go to the Miami, wh^re all the 
u Indians were aflembled to undertake an expedition againft 
" the Americans ; and that they fhould not prefume to think 
" that they would be fuffercd always to remain quiet,, and 
<c filently to fee others going to war for them. This met 
fage was fent by a captain of the Shawanoib, who had lately 
been at Detrpit \ but the meflenger did not ftay for an an- 
fwer. The minds of the Indians are at prefent filled with 
^ nothing but war and rapine. 

Jan. 17 th, we had a confultation with our Indian affift- 
ants, to endeavor to find out the caufe of our being now 
more troubled with thefe meflages than formerly, and to 
contrive fome method of preventing their being fent in future. 
Firft we thought to fend a meflage to Captain Pipe, to re- 
queft his afliftance ; but Pipe cannot avail much againft the 
Enemies of the Gofpel. It is an old cuftom among, the 
Indians, that no Indian but a captain or chief may receive a 
meflage of this nature. According to rule, therefore, we are 
not bound to attend to them ; but as the Heathen confider 
our Indian afliftants as the chiefs of the congregation, we mult 
fubmit, to avoid difagreeable explanations. As to the caufe 
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t>£ our prefent troubles, wc found it to be nothing lels, rfiari 
m refolurion taken by the chiefs and council, before the prefent 
tor, to plague and teaze the believing Indians at Pettquot- 
ting, till they fliould join the warriors ; thteatening, m cafe 
of a rfcfufal, to remove the Miffionaries, and to ferve thef 
Indians no better than on the Mufkingum # j or force them 
to return to heathenifm. Pipe and another counfellor, com- 
monly called the Great Cat, oppofed this determination, 
Pipe faid, that he had already fiftned too much againft the 
believing Indians, and would not add to his crimes by voting 
with them. But yet they have not given it up, and even 
fince our removal hither, fent us a meflage from Gigeyunk 
to the fame purpofe, and the afliftant Thomas affured us, 
that he believed nothing could quell their rage, but the au- 
thority of the EngliQ* government* We fee more cfearly 
than ever, that the wifdom and providence of God, who i* 
the protestor of his fhecp even among wolves, dire&ed 
our fteps hither upon Britifh ground, for we intended to 
afk thofe very people for prote&ion, who had refolved to 
devour us, as foon as an opportunity fliould offer. Their chief 
aim is to re-eftablifli heathenifm, and to deftroy the work of 
God among the Indians ; but they furely will be vanquifhed. 
They know not with whom they have to, do j they fight againft 
the man Chrift Jefus, the Lord of Zabaotft, the Almightj 
and Everlafting God* If they can firft conquer him, then 
indeed we may foon be annihilated. . Our Indian afliftants 
now refolved to have no more any intercourfe with the chiefs 
and their councils, but to leave all thofe affairs to God, and 
to truft alone to him, in which we joined them moft gladly. 

On the 29th an Indian couple were married, viz. Jofeph 
and Beata. 

The laft days of this month were very boiftcrous, and the 

* See the Note, p. *o« 
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ftotrn 4*xxve Ac fnow off the ice on the lake, with great vio- 
lence, upon th^ (hore» 

Feb. 15 th, ^re beard that another army was marching out 
of the States into the Indian country* We commit ourfelves, 
under thefe circuraftances, to die care and protection of our 
gracious Heayeply Father, tie knows beft.what is good for 
us. Had the Indians loft the day in the laft engagement, we 
ihould doubtlefs have fufiered for it 5 for they would hav$ 
faeeo ftill more enraged at our peopjefor not aflifting them, 
But now they have made a good booty, and have divided the 
fpoil; and we are glad to be exempt both from fighting and 
dividing with them* 

On the 2 1 ft the affiftants had a conference, to confult about 
means to provide for .two boys, orphans, whom they place4 
in families. 

The agent itaving arrived in Detroit, the Miffionaries 
Zeifberger and Senfeman waited uponhim, to aflc Jus advice 
refpcfiing the propositions laid .before hinv He agreed 
willingly to all of them, and advifed us to go to Retrench 
River, jmd to dioafe a foot jrf ground in whatever -part w* 
pleafed, adding, that he would care for the reft, and en- 
deavor to enfure peace and fa&ty to our people. All who 
have been there, agree, that about that river the land i$ better 
Chan anywhere elfe in thefe parts, being dry, hilly, and fur- 
nifhed with limeftone. On the a 8th, Samuel and Ignatius, 
With four young Indian Brethren, went to .take a view of it* 
and to fix on a ipot, fit for a fettlement of Chriftian Indians. 

At the conference of the Indian afliftanta, they fpoke with 
Moies and his wife, who had both left the congregation two 
years ago, married among the Heathen, and now returned 
to beg for readmifiion. They were permitted to live here 
upon trial, and exhorted to return unto the Shepherd and 
Biihop of their Souls with their whole hearts. . 

March ift. The Indian Brethren, who lately fet out for 
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Retrench River, returned. Having paffed Detroit, they met 
with an exprefs coming from Montreal, who informed them, 
that by letters he had to the governor and agent at Detroit, he 
was certain that fome land on Retrench River had been ap- 
pointed to be given to our Indians for a fettlement. Our 
brethren, hearing that the fnow lay very deep in thofe parts, 
and not being provided with fnow-flioes, returned. We 
heard likewife that the Monfy Indians, fome of whom had 
been here on a vifit lad fummer, had fixed upon adiftriffc about 
a day's journey from their town on Retrench Kiver, which 
they would give to the believing Indians. Thefe people came 
from Niagara, and fettled* there fome years ago. Many of 
them exprefs a defire to join our congregation. Mofes and 
his wife, and a widow with her two daughters, came from 
that place The widow was her« a year ago, but then would 
neither come to the meetings, nor hear a word of our Savior, 
faying, that he might do good to the white people, but not 
to the Indians \ that (he would continue to believe in the 
great (lag, from whom (he expe&ed more benefit, &c. 
Now (he wUhes not only to hear, but to have grace to be- 
lieve. 

March 3<£ The fnow and ice began to melt fad, and 
mod of our people went to their fugar-huts* 

On the 4th, Brother Zeifbergcr preached with power on 
the fubjeft of fan&ification, (hewing that all fanttification in 
foul and body muft be derived from the healing and cleanfing 
power of the blood of Jefus. 

On the 6th we received a vifit from the above-mentioned 
exprefs from Montreal, who informed us that he hadfpoken 
with the governor concerning us. The latter enquired how 
We had fared during the late war, obferving, he had heard 
that we had fuffered much, and been driven from one place 
to the other j and that it was therefore but juft, that the be- 
lieving Indians fliould have land -given them, &c. 

On 
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On the 1 1 th our Indian Brethren and Sifters returned from 
their fugar-htfts, to fpend Sunday with us. Brother Senfe- 
man preached upon the words, a Blefled are they which hear 
u the word of God and keep it." The Indians returned on 
Monday, and Brother Senfeman went to Detroit, where he 
confuhed with the agent and Judge P. concerning our re- 
moval to Retrench. River, defiring the agent to treat about 
it with the Chippawas living in that neighborhood. This 
the agent kindly promifed to do, and informed him. further* 
that, by letters he had received, h appeared that every thing 
would be done to enfture fafety to our Indians, and 1 a piece 
of land be given to us for a fettlement. Brother Senfeman : 
reported thefe good news to die Indian congregation on the- 
18th, adding, that we thought of leaving this place dire£Uy 
after Eafter. 

On the 25th we thanked and praifed God our Savior for his 
great humiliation in cloathing himfelf in our flefh and blood, 
that he might procure everlafting redemption for us poor, 
finners by his innocent fuffering and death. 

On the 30th feveral captains and other officers came hither 
from Detroit on a vifit. All our Indians returned home on 
the 31ft, the Sifters from the fugar-huts, and the Brethren 
from making canoes, to celebrate the Paffion Week and 
Eafter with us. 

April i(l. Brother Senfeman preached upon our blefled 
Lord's entrance into Jerufalem, there to die for the fins of 
the whole world. After the fermon Brother Zeifbergcr ad- 
dreffed the communicants, obferving, that as the Communion 
on Maundy Thurfday next, would be the laft we fliould cele- 
brate in this place, he moft fervently wiftied that it might 
prove a true lengthening to their faith and refrefhing of 
their fouls, through the power of the facred body and blood 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. To-day a Wiondat fent to inform 
us, that his lite here would foon be at an end j he therefore 
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WggcJ that fome Brethren might vifrt him, of if they could 
rtot'come, that they might pray to God to hare mercy upon 
him ami take him to himfelf. Upon this Samuel and finite 
more Indian Brethren eroffed the bay, fpent the niglit with 
Km, and fpoke to him of the great lore of our Savior to 
poor.firmers. The poor Wioridat was fo much comforted 
I7 ute precious gofpel, that he feemed quite enlivened, and 
converfed with them the whole night concerning his fours 
faltaf k*i. Oil the following day, he much regretted that he 
COftttnOt go with them* adding, that he muft com* and die 
amotfg the believers, either on the journey, or in the new 
ftttfement. (its mother and brother promifed to convey 
him to us. The following days were truly feftival days to all 
our hearts ; three Indian Brethren and one Sifter partook for 
the firft time of the Lord's Supper on Maundy Thuffdaji 
We cannot exprefs in words, what our hungry and thirfty 
fouls enjoyed at this bleffed repaft. The prefence of our 
once crucified Savior filled our hearts with joy and gladntfe, 
and we devoted ourfelves anew to him as the juft reward of 
fiis fufferings. A Brother, who had lately grievoufly fumed 
ggainft the congregation, and though not publicly excluded, 
yet had kept at a diftance, could (lay no longer, but came 
weeping,, and begging the Brethren to have pity upon him, 
to forgive, and readmit hira to their fellowfiiip. This was 
done firft by the afliftants, and then by all the Brethren, by 
which his poor difconfolate mind was greatly comforted* On 
Eafter-Sunday we prayed the Eafter litany in our Chapel 
early in the morning, and in the forenoon Brother Senfeman 
preached upon the glorious reftirre&ion of our Lord to an 
attentive auditory. 

On the 9th Brother Edward went to Detroit, and returned 
with one of the King's fhips from the Commodore, which is 
deftined for our ufe on the voyage. We then informed our 
people of our intention to leave this place in three days. 

Tho 
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Tfte abovt-mentioncd fick Wiondat wait conveyed KicKer,' 
and at his earncft requcft, obtained leave to go with us. At 
the eve of this new pilgrimage f we beg the prayers of all our 
Brethren and friends every- where, and truft to the Lord, 
that he will bring us fafcly to the defired haven. 



Account of Brother Samuel WatfonV vijit to the ifland of 
Montferrat, in the Weft Indies. 

K. B. The occafion of this vifit was as follows : Brother James 
Cruikfhank, at Bethlehem, having inherited a piece of land in 

• Montfcrrat, he devoted it to the benefit of the Millions, and 
fent Brother Watfon a letter of attorney, to take pofleifion of 
the lame for the prefent. 

IlJOVEMBER 7/*, i7po, I went from GracehiM, in 
a V Antigua, to St. John's, and about eleven in tht foic- 
noon fet fail for Montferrat, praying unto our Savior, to 
affift me with his gracious prefence in fulfilling my com- 
ttiiffion. After a fafe paflage of twelve hours we canoe to an 
anchor at Plymouth in Montferrat, and in the morning I went 
4m (bore. I took my lodging in a public houfe belonging to 
Mr. B. a man, born in Pruffia, who has lived 40 years here 
in Montferrat. Soon after I went with a letter of recommend- 
ation from Mr. W. in Antigua, to Mr. Wm. F. a lawyer, 
in order to aik his advice. After examining my warrant, he 
told me, in what manner to proceed in my particular bufineft. 
With regard to the land, I found no difficulties. Having 
furveyed it, I took pofleffion on the fame day, in the prefence 
Of Mr. F. and his brother, and obtained a certificate. At 
Jrefent it is a mere defert : An old ftone houfe is however ftill 
remaining, with feveral walls of old buildings, and fome ill- 
conditioned Negroe huts. But with regard to the Negroes 
belonging to it, many difficulties arofe. It coft much trouble 
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to find out where they were ; and at laft ^re found that three 
of them had been fold. My time not allowing me to regulate 
this intricate bufinefs myfelf, I impowered Dr. Y. to a& in 
my ftead. My bufinefs foon procured me an acquaintance with 
this gentleman, who is in great efteem throughout the whole 
ifland, and in whom I foon found a warm friend. At the 
firft converfation we had together, I gave him, upon his 
fequeft, a defcription of our do&rine and conftitution, and 
of our method of preaching the Gofpel to the Negroes. My 
anfwer to his queftion, whether we faw any fruits of out 
labors ? -was confirmed by a gentleman who juft happened 
to1>e prefent, and who has two eftates in Antigua. 

This raifed his attention, and he immediately expreffed 
his earneft defire, that if any Miffionary could be fpared 
from Antigua, he might come to Montferrat, and begin a 
MIffion upon the fame footing : For, added he, our Negroes 
ftand in need of a thorough reformation. As I could only 
promife that I would mention it at the proper place, tq thofe 
jjerfons who have the direction of our Miffions, he dc fired 
me to do it, the fooner the better ; and his eftate bordering 
topon Cruikfhank's land, he afTured me, that he would be 
heartily glad if we were to become his neighbors. From 
this day forward, during my whole ftay at Montferrat, I 
lodged at his houfe. Being well acquainted with civil affairs, 
he was able to give me good advice whenever I confulted 
Km, which greatly tended to. leflen my expences. He had 
frequent vifits from refpe&able men, with many of whom I 
like wife became acquainted. During my ftay he declined the 
invitations of feveral gentlemen, and invited them to his 
houfe, being defirous, as he exprefied it, that others might 
have opportunity of profiting by edifying eonverfation. I 
frequently turned in prayer to our Savior, to give me grace 
to give honor to his holy name, which is here fo often 
abufed by curfing and f wearing •, and he has not put me to 

lhamfc 
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fliame. The libertine principles which 1 met with in conver- 
fation, I combated by mere filence, which often raifed the 
attention of the company, and caufed them to enquire after 
my principles. Then the Lord gave me bokhefs to fpeak my 
mind openly, and they heard me with refpeft. Several • 
gentlemen urged me very preffingly to leave Antigua, where 
1 had lived fo long, and to fettle as a MifBonary in Mont- 
ferrat. J then gave them an idea of our conftirution, and 
told them that I could not do this at my own choice. They 
teftified their great aftoniftunent to hear, that it would be 
extremely painful to me, to leave my congregation of Negroes 
in Antigua, becaufe I loved them with the tendernefs of a 
father. 

I was once invited, in company with Dr. Y. and another 
gentleman, to the houfe of Mr. B. I found him a very 

. fenfible man, a lover of the truth, and a zealous promoter of 
every good caufe. He bellows great pains upon his Negroes, 
and wifhes to render their flavery as comfortable as poflibk. 
He related, that not long ago all his Negroes, above 100 in 
number, defired him to go with them to church on Sunday, and 
to let them be baptized by the minifter; they wifhed to become 
Christians, to avoid every thing that was bad, and to follow 
after that which was good. He was much rejoiced at this dccla- , 
ration, appointed the day, and was himfelf willing to {land god- 

, father. The Negroes fought their beft clothes, and every tiling 
was ready. But before the day came , a difagreeable circumftance 
intervened, which prevented its taking place. This gentleman 
likewife offered me his affiftance if we would begin a MifEon 
here. He promifed to give us land on his eftate, and to 
provide us board and lodging in the houfe of his fleward, till 
we were able to build a houfe for our own ufe ; adding, that 
he was fully convinced of the friendly difpofition of many 
gentlemen on the illand towards our Millions. My anfwei 
was as ufual, that I would mention it to the proper perfons. 

But 



"that what caufcd mc Ac greateft pleafure was this, ihat ia 
walking the (beets, I was defired by the Negroes to preach t# 
them $ adding, that they had nobody to inftru& them, finoe the 
Romi(h priefts, who had baptized many of them, had been 
abfent above three years. I (aid I was willing to fcnre them, 
if there were only Negroes who wifhed to hear and to recerr* 
the GofpeL Upon this they (hewed mc into the houfe of a 
Negroe, in which I fpofce of the love of our Savior to poor 
fiimers ; but the houfe was very fmall, and intolerably hot $ 
and I was rather dtfturbed in my intention to fpeak to the 
Negroes, on account of the Mulatrtoes and white people 
crowding in fuch numbers into it, that the former were 
obliged to (land out of doors. Meanwhile there arofe a wild 
tumultuous noife in theftreet, and fuddenly a (tone flew in at 
the window over my head, but without doing me any harm. 
I was forry for thofe who were difturbed in their attention* 
and was obliged to break off and conclude with a verfe. On 
our return, the Negroe Brother Tobias, whom Ibrought wHh 
me from Antigua, was very zealous in (hewing his difappro* 
bation of this difturbance, fo that all who heard him were 
aftonHhed : u Only come to Antigua," faid he, u there you 
* will fee what numbers of Negroes hear the word of God, 
u how (till they are, and what a bicfling they receive from 
€ * it. For (hame ! that you have fuch hard hearts, and 
" no ears to hear the gofpcl. What do you think will 
<c become of your poor fouls hereafter, if you do not learn to 
" know the love of our Savior ? I thank God that I live in 
i€ Antigua, and hear the word of God : and I blcfe my teachers 
" for taking fo much pains to lead us poor Negroes into the 
" right way to happinefs, &c." Dr. Y. among whofe houfe- 
Negroes Tobias was highly efteemed, happening to hear him 
utter thefe words, was quite aftoniflied, and faid, * 4 ThisNcgro 
• l does real honor to your do£trine ! I wifli all my Negroey, 
" *vrere likeJiiro !" The above-mentioned difturbance was dit- 
I approved 

Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



C M9 3 

approved of by many, and the following morning, the author 
of it, a white boy, was difcovered, and pumifhed. The Negroes 
now begged the more earneftly for a meeting on the follow- 
ing evening, Nov. ioth. I therefore chofe a place for it in the 
open air, under a large tamarind tree, and here I fpoke with a 
warm heart to a multitude of Negroes, white people, and 
Mulattoet, concerning the grace and freedom from fin, pro- 
cured for us by the blood and death of Jefus on the orofs, for 
which cverlafting thanks and praifes are due to him, both in 
heaven and upon earth. At eight o'clock in the evening of 
the nth and 1 2th, I preached again, according to the requeft 
of the Negroes. On Sunday the 14th I could not fatisfy their 
with, becaufe it rained all day long, and my preaching-place 
was too wet. Once a Negroe woman, of whom I wanted to 
buy fome oranges in the ftreet, gave me the belt (he had, but 
refufed to accept any money for them, faying, " I think 
M myfelf well paid with what I heard yefterday at the meet- 
a ing. God ftrengthen you, that you may be able to preach 
u again to us this evening." One of Dr. Y.'s Negroes came to 
fpeak alone with me. He wanted for neither words nor felf- 
righteoufnefs. I told him he fhould firft learn to know him- 
felf as a loft and undone human creature, and that there was 
nothing good in him, and if he then turned to our Savior, he 
would foon come to the right knowledge of the truth j that 
our Savior came into the world to farefaners, &c. I confefs 
that in general I was well pleafed with the Negroes in Mont- 
ferratj and if they had only an opportunity to hear the 
Gofpel, and were fo happy as to be fupplied with proper 
• teachers, our Savior would certainly receive many an one as 
the reward of his fufferings from among them. 

About 9000 Negroes are faid to be in Montferrat, a fmall * 
number in comparifon with that in Antigua, which is faid to 
be 30,000. The ifland is not fo large, and has higher moun- 
tains than Antigua. There are many Roman Catholics, 

U even 
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even among the white people : but thofe with whom I becamt 
acquainted, did not (Sem to poffefs any enmity againft Hit 
other denominations. 

I took leave of my worthy friend Dr* T. with many 
thanks for all the kindnefs I had enjoyed in his houfe, and 
wifhed him God's blefling in return. I was particularly 
thankful to our Savior, that during a (lay of nine days in this 
ifland, I felt nothing of illnefss on the contrary, my weak 
ftate of health mended confiderably. 

On the 16th of November, at ten in the evening, I left 
Montferrat, and after a paflage of twenty-nine hours, arrived 
in Antigua, at three o'clock in the morning of the 18th. 
After a ftiort ftay with the Brethren in St. John's, I haftened 
to my dear Gracehill, where I arrived at noon. 

Samuel Watson. 



We are very forry to add, that this worthy fervant of the 
Lord Jcfus Chrift is no more amongft us. He entered into 
the joy of his Lord, July nth, 1792, thereto receive that 
crown of righteoufnefs laid up for him, and for all who love 
and ferve their Savior faithfully unto death. The lofs fuffered 
by the Million in Antigua, through his deceafe, is very great 
He was an indefatigable laborer in the vineyard of the Lord, 
loving not his life unto the death, but gladly bearing the 
greateft hardfhips and troubles of body and mind, for that 
Savior's fake, in whom he had found redemption. When he 
fpdke to the Negroes, his words proceeded from the expe- 
rience of his own heart, and received life and power from 
the influence of the Spirit of Truth, which dwelt in him. 
Under his miniftry great numbers were called by God from 
darknefs unto light j and the believing Negroes mourn over 
him as children over a beloved father. 

No time, place, or circumftance, nor even the weakly 
habit of his body, hindered him from continually ftudying 

their 
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their fpiritual welfare j and no toil and fatigue, though ever 
fo great, deterred him from attending them in ficknefs and 
in health, at home or abroad. 

Determined to know nothing among them, fave Jefus and 
Him crucified, he bore before all men a moft chearful teftimony 
of the power of Chrift's blood to clcanfe and change the heart 
of man, though ever fo polluted and abandoned i and had 
the pleafure to fee this precious truth eftablifhed by the true 
converfion of feveral thoufand Negroes to Jefus. 

He had ferved the Million in Antigua about twenty years, 
and during this period fuffered much from illnefs and a tender 
conftitution, BlefTed be the Lord, who preferved him fo 
long in a ftate of a£Hvity, and ftrengthened him for the work 
committed unto him, in fo remarkable a manner, till he was 
pleafed to call him into everlafting reft and glory, in the 47th 
year of his age. 



The lateft Accounts received from feveral Mifjtons. 

1. T ETTERS from Tranquebar, dated in January 1792, 
A-« inform us, that the three Brethren, who failed 
from Copenhagen for that place, on the 5th df September 
1790, arrived there, after a voyage of feventeen months, 
fafe and well, to the great joy of all our Brethren, who had 
fuffered much anxiety on account of their long (lay. For 
further particulars concerning their voyage, fee p. 84, and 
p. 119. The fettlement has not been difturbed by the war 
with Tippoo Saib fince February 1791, for which the Bre- 
thren are truly thankful to our Savior. They live in har. 
mony and peace, his prefence comforting their hearts, 

2. The Indians, who vifitcd Nazareth in March 1792 
(fee p. 112), proceeded from thence to Bethlehem, where 
they arrived on die 10th, and made a Hay of two days.— 

U Z During 
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During this time, they had a meeting with the Brethren's 
Society, for progagating the gofpet among the Heathen, at 
which the old covenant made between the Brethren and the 
Six Nations, was renewed and confirmed. On the 12th, in 
the afternoon, they attended a fermon, delivered by Brother 
Ettwein, on thofe words : —There is no difference, for all have 
fmned, and come pot t of the glory of God> being juflified freely by 
his grace> through the redemption which is in Chrijl Jefus, whom 
God hath fet forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood. 
Rom. iii. 23, 24, 25.— The Rev. Mr. Kirkland having re- 
peated the contents of the difcourfe, in the Indian language, 
the above-mentioned Oneida chief, Peter, rofe, and confirm- 
ed thefe words, that all men were finners, and could not be 
faved but by faith in Jefus Chrift, »as exa&ly confident with 
his own experience, when he received the gofpel forty years 
ago. His difcourfe feemed to make much impreflion upon 
the minds of his hearers. The Indians having vifited the 
fchools, begged their Miflionary, that a fchool might alfo 
be eftablifhed in their country for their children, adding, 
that this would be the moft effe&ual means of fubduing that 
natural fiercenefs of the Indians, and inftilling mild and hu- 
mane difpofitions into the minds of the rifing generation.— 
They feemed much latisfied with their reception, and fet out 
on the 13th for Philadelphia. Letters from Brother David 
Zeifber^er, dated April nth, 1792, mention, that the con- 
gregation of believing Indians were about to fet out on the 
1 2th for Retrench River, where they intend to fettle for the 
prefent. This river falls into the eaft fide of the upper part 
of Lake Sinclair. See page 120. 

3. From the three Danifh Weft-India Iflands, St. Thomas, 
St. Croix, and St. Jan, we have received lately more pleat- 
ing accounts than for fomc time paft. The drought has 
ccafed, and the (late of the poor Negroes is rendered more 
bearable. They can again come to hear the word of God, 

which 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



C "S3 3 

which continues to (hew its divine power, in calling Gnnera 
from darknefs to light, and to the knowledge of a gracious 
and almighty Savior, who is able to change their hearts, and 
to deliver them from the power of fin. In the year 1791* 
222 adults have been baptized. The number of believing 
Negroes, in the care of the Brethren's Milfionaries, in all 
three iflands, is about 8000. The Miffionaries are filled with 
renewed hope and confidence, that by the powerful help and 
bleffing of our Savior, ftill many thoufands of thefe poor 
people will be gained* as the reward of the travail of His 
foul. 

4* The three Brethren, going to the Cape of Good Hope, 
to renew the Miffion among the Hottentots, failed from 
Amfterdan) on the 25th of June, on board the Duifge, Capt* 
OhlhoE They were driven into the Downs by blowing 
weather, and proceeded thence on the 21ft of July, all well. 

5, The laft letters from Suriname, in South America, 
were dated April 27th, 1792. They inform us of the health 
of all the Miflioftaries in all places. In Paramaribo, fifteen. 
Negroes have been baptized in 1791, and more life from God 
appears among the people. The free Negroes in the High- 
lands were vifited by the Brethren, Wiez and Randt, from 
Bambey, in December 1791, and March 1792. They both 
perceived, with joy, that the gofpel was more welcome than 
formerly. Twenty baptized free Negroes lived with the 
Miffionaries, in Bambey, at the clofe of the year 1791. At 
Hoop, on the river Corentyn, in the Indian country, a new 
awakening appears among the native Indians; 108 of the 
baptized have left their roving life, and live with the Mif- 
fionaries — and 77 are yet fcattered in different places. (See 
p. 97.) May our Savior preferve them from the manifold 
fnares and temptations of Satan to which they are expofed ! 

6. The Lift letters from St. Kitt's are dated on the 24th? 
and 28th of july. The new chapel at Baffeterre is, at all 

I oppor- 
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opportunities, filled with attentive hearers, and the Mif- 
fionaries preach the gofpel at four different places in the 
country, with an abiding blefling. Hie Negroes belonging 
to their congregation come from thirty^nine plantations.—* 
Of thefe 624 are baptized, or candidates for baptifm ; and 
about 300 new people have defired to have their names 
written down, wifhing to be remembered by the MtfBon- 
aries. The grace and blefling of God attends the courfe of 
that MifBon, and peace and love prevail among hisfervants ; 
for which great favor, we join our dear Brethren there in 
pralfing and blefling his holy name. 

7. The Million in Antigua continues to be blefled by the 
Lord with a conftant increafe in number, and (what is ftilt 
more encoraging and worthy of our thanks to Him) in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jefus Chrift, 
which becomes evident in the walk and converfation of the* 
believing Negroes. Prom Eafter 1 791 to Eafter 1792, 640 
were baptized in St. John's and GracehilL. A third fettle- 
meat is much wifhed for by the Miffionariest 
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R B. The Brethren's 8ociety for the Furtherance of die 
Gofpel among the Heathen, takes this opportunity of ro» 
turning their molt grateful acknowledgments to feveral 
friends and benefa&ors, who have affifted them in bearing 
the confiderable expences attending fo extenfive a work. Wc 
truft to that Lord, the fpreading of whofe precious gofpel 
we endeavor to promote on earth, according to our (mall 
abilities, that He will further raife up afliftants in fo bleffed 
a caufe ; and, a^the work increa.* s, not only fit out laborers 
well prepared to enter into tlfc harveft, but increafe the 
number of thofe who are inclined to fupport the external 
concerns of the Millions. In the year pad, God has been 
pleafed to call many of his fervants and handmaids to reft f 
who partly by their advice and aftivity, partly by their free- 
will offerings unto Him, greatly affifted in furthering the 
work in which we have the favor to be engaged. We arc 
therefore particularly led to pray unto Him to fill all his 
people with that love towards him, which is die true prin- 
ciple of philanthropy in promoting the foul's welfare of our 
fellow-men. 

The fmalleft donation will be mod thankfully received 

hi 

Mr. Moore, No. 10, NeviTs Court, Fetter-lane; 
Mr. Woliin, No. 45, Fetter-lane ; and 
Mr. Latrobe, No. 6, Roll's -buildings, Fetter-lane j 
and by them be delivered to the Society. 

At prefent there are 135 Brethren and Sifters engaged in 
the fervice of the Millions abroad, and about the fame num- 
ber of widows, children, and fuperannuated Miffionaries, 
who are fupported by the Committee appointed by the Synod 

of 
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of the Brethren to manage the affairs of the Mlffions, or by 1 
the Brethren's Society for the Furtherance of the Gofpel in 
London. 

A full and fatisfa&ory explanation of every thing re- 
garding the Millions, will gladly be given to any enquiring 
friend* 
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L E T T E R S 

Received by the Brethren's Society for the Furthen&ce 
of the Gtjpel, from the Mifions fettled on the Goaji 
tf Labrador* 



Prom HOPED ALE, dated Augufi 23, 1792*' 

- Dear Brethren* 

WE received your kind and afFe&ionate letter of Juttt. 
the 8th oil the 13 th of this month. We find caufc 
to praife the Lord, that the continuance of our abode in tliia - 
fettlement has been determined, and we believe that you ' 
will do your utmoft to affift us in this place, asyoufcawf' 
done hitherto, for which 4 w&tKank you mod cordtaliy* 

We devote rDuifdvcs. anew to our Savior and to his fer- 
vice, and confidently pray unto him, to give Us grace and 
ftrength to make known his gofpel to the poor Esquimaux 
or Land-Indians, fiumld an^ef- the latter-come to m. - Hi- 
therto we have heard of none who have an inclination to 
come. 

The courfe 6f our tew Believing Efquimaux has been 
more pleafing in the laft than in the former years. Laft 
winter no Efquimaux lived witli us, 1 except thofe befong- 
ing to our congregation* All die baptized Efquimaux, who 
went laft year to the fouth* ate returned, except one family, 
viz. Am«s of HopcdalCy wtio with his' two k wives and four 
fine children, all perfthed with hunger in the fouth. Jo- 
fhua, who left us five years afgo> is alfo returned 3 with almoft 
all the people who went from Arvertok. 

In externals the Efquimaux have had a very poor year. 
Not one whale wa* caught on the whole coaft of Labrador, 

X a* 
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as far as we know. Our Efquimaux did not fufler hunger * 
but in Nam, Okkak, and farther north, tbejr bad very little to 
eat Having} by the kind providence of our heavenly Father, 
got a good fupply of fpeft meat, as partridges, rai*<deer» 
&q. we could fparc (ome of our fak profeifions, and deal 
fome bread to the hungry* , 

One Heathen Efquimaux widow-woman was baptized. 
We have lived in peace and harmony amongft ourfelves, and 
thjp liord owned us as his poor (crvauts* when we preached 
to or converfed with the Efquimaux ; for which we render 
unto him our mod unfeigned thank*. Our diary wiUinforin 
you, of particulars. 

We conclude, deaf Brethren, by reotitmenfdfag ourfelves v 
and the work committed untq us* to your future love and 
remembrance tefor* the Iprd, as your faithful Brethren inr 
Hoped^k. 

(Signed) James Brakagi*, 

John Lewis- Bbciu 



From NA1N, dtttd Stpi. 179a. 

Deju^t Brstsmn, 

W: acknowledge, with . die moffi heartfelt thauka> the 
kind prpvideoce of cm geaci<m*txKi and&nrkuy 
m bringing the Harmony again ftfe and well to out coaft. 
We reccived.your laft kiftd letter of June 8th, by a. Boat 
returning from the forth* by way of HspcdaJe. It was % 
renewed proof of your love> 4 and of die tender (bait ymr 
take in all our cif cumftances* for which we return you our 
moft unfeigned and cordial thanks* For though we are well; 

aflhttd 
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HfTurcd of your love, yet your letters are always particularly 
agreeable, being the moft encouraging confirmations of it 

We will now juft mention the moft interefting occurrences 
ef the year paft. 

We fpent the winter of 1791 with our Esquimaux in a N 
more agreeable manner than the former; and greatly re- 
joiced over fome proofs of the grace of God perceived 
amongft them ; though experience has taught us, that amidft 
all joy, we Cannot but entertain fome fears, left they fhpuld 
not remain faithful, but return to their old Heatheniih cuf- 
ioms. However, God be praifed, we have not difcovered 
the latter as yet. One Efquimaux brother became a partaker 
of the Lord's Supper; two women were baptised, as alfp 
•two Efquimaux children of believing parents; two perfoftt 
have been added to the candidates for baptifm. Lad year 
forty-nine perfons, great and fmall, fpent the winter with 
us* But we have the pleafing profpeft of a greater number 
next winter ; feveral families having applied for leave to live 
here, adding, that they intended to turn with their whole 
heart to the Lord Jcfus, Two have obtained leave ; God 
grant that their good resolutions may be lafting, that they ' 
may truly turn and be converted to our Savior and profper 
for him in the world. The outward filiation of the poor 
Efquimaux was very wretched, for they fuffered mucji by 
hunger, the violent winds laft autumn having hindered their 
procuring a fufficient flock of dried fifh, and the feal-catcb* 
>ing upon the thin ice turned out very indifferent on account 
of the early fall of fnow. We exerted ourfelves as much as 
poffible to relieve them, yet could not do it as effe&ually as 
we wifhed. The peafc, fent by a benevolent friend in Lon- 
fton, were therefore more particularly welcome to the Efqui- 
maux, and received by them with a very grateful heart ; and 
we beg the Society to return to this worthy beuefadtor, in 
our and their names, the moft cordial thanks* Five boats 
-Ji*TC returned this year from the fouth, four of which pro-* 
X* ceede4 
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cccded further northward, in which alfo our Nathaniel and 
his family were. As he very earneftly exprefled his defire to 
return to our Savior and the congregation of believers, and 
alfo to live again with us, we ufed our bell endeavors that he 
fhould put away the fecond wife he had taken after his bap- 
tifm. Thi6 was done by a mutual agreement between them, 
and they are now gone to refide with our Brethren at Okr 
kak. The accounts thefe people have brought from the 
fouth are not fo agreeable and enticing as in the former years; 
the Efquimaux there having fuffered much by famine; 
fomc even died for hunger, and many by a natural death. 
Hunger, and the fear of death, peculiarly prevailing 
among the Efquimaux, will keep many from going thi- 
ther this year. May the Lord in mercy put a ftop to thk 
ruinous phrenzy, by which many a poor foul has been feduced 
to turn from the way of life and peace. 

As for us, we have lived in peace and brotherly love, and 
felt the comfortable prefence of our Savior both at our meet- 
ings a^d in ^private. We have not been fubje<$ to fo many 
ailments as formerly, only Sifter Kriegelftein was feized in 
April laft with an inflammatory fever and nervous complaint, 
which lafted forrie weeks. Brother Rofe has not yet reco- 
vered of the weaknefs of his eyes, according to your and 
our wifh, and fuffers ftHI much by it. 

The winter has not been very fevere, but lading, fo that 
we could not dig in our garden till the middle of June ; yet 
' thank God, it looks favorable, and the plants feem to 
thrive. The late fpring indeed caufed the Efquimaux to 
fpend Eaftcr, and a confiderable time after the holidays, with 
usj but it increafed their diftrefs, nor could they go out in 
fearch of food till the middle of May. But then our gra- 
cious heavenly Father blefled them the more abundantly, 
and feveral have brought a confiderable portion of their 
earnings to us, to ftorc ut> as winter provisions for them. 
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God has likewife given his blcfling to our falmon-trout filh- 
cry, fo that we have dried a large quantity" to fupply the poor 
Efquimaux with, in cafe of neceflity. 

The fchool has been well attended by the Efquimaux chil- 
"dren, and they have fliown much diligence in learning' their 
books, both in fchool-hours and at home. Mod of ths 
bigger children can read in them without help. 
1 Wfe alfo acknowledge with gratitude, that by the kind 
providence of our heavenly Father, we have had this year a 
conftant fupply of frefh meat, which has not a little con- 
tributed to our health. We return you, dear Brethreh, our 
warmeft thanks for the provifions you have fent us again this 
year, and pray unto the Lord that He would reward you 
richly for your kindnefs. We look in faith to our gracious 
Lord, and always remember that the caufe is his, and if He 
is prefent with us, no bleffing will be wanting. 

To conclude, we falute you all, dear Brethren, as if 
named ; commending ourfelves to the continuance of your 
prayers, and beg you alfo in future to extend your love, bene- 
volence, and kindnefs, towards us. We remain, in the firmeft 
bond of union, your poor fellow-laborers in the vineyard 
of the Lord, the Brethren and- Sifters refiding at Nain — and 
in their name ? 

Chr. Lewis Rose, 
Chr. Fred. BuRiCARDf, 
Pavid Krjeg$lst*in,. 
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trm OKEAK, d*td Nowmbtr ityh> 1792. 

Pea* Brethreh, 

ON the a&th of September laft, we had the joy to fee 
die Harmony come fife to an anchor in our bay, and 
foon after, received your kind and agreeable letter of June 
9th. Our hearts were filled with thanks and praife to our 
gracious God and Savior, for the prefervarion of the Hup 
and ciew om this voyage to us. 

We were much encouraged by your perfevering seal and 
defile to promote the caufeof our blefled Savior in this coun- 
try, by the preaching of his croft and fufierings, and have 
had Several linking inftances of the effe£t of your and our 
prayers* We beg of you, dear Brethren, to continue your 
^applica ti o n s for us at the throne of grace. We ftand the mom 
in need of them, as we have to encounter a mighty power 
of darknefs. Our diary will further inform you erf the tran£- 
e&kms of each day, in which you will find fcveral inftances 
of the above. 

Though upoa die whole we can (ay, that the plain tefti- 
mony pf our Lord's dying love has not been heard by the 
Efquimaux without blcffing ; yet we have often wi(hed and 
prayed to foe mpfe abiding fruits, androore life from God in 
fheir hearts. 

However, we will continue to preach and exhort, believ- 
ing, that he will give fpirit and power for the real conver* 
fion of thrf hearts of thefe poor (laves of fin and Satan. 

With regard to the laft year, we cannot juft complain of ma* 
nygrofs deviations, and open fins, but we have, alas! per* 
ceived a remarkable lukewarmnefs and indifference towards 
our Savior and his grace. The public fervice has been well 
attended, confidering the fmall number of Efquimaux re« 
Riding here*, but whence began to (peak clofcr with thofe 
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who QOBftandy hew* the word, we (bo* difcorered, that 
the good feed hod fallen upon barren ground. May the Lord 
*n mercy, and in hie appointed time, fend help from above. 
We know that he hat (bed hit blood far this poor national!* 

Six returning prodigals have been this year admitted tb 
the meetings of the baptized*. One child waabom and bap* 
Sized. Samuel and Jofeph, with their company* returned 
from Ac forth} with many others* who hare now- fettled* 
feme near Hopcdak, others near Nain and Okkak* and it 
even appears, as though thefe voyages would ccafe for the pre* 
fcnt. , Samuel will winter in Kivalek and Jofeph in Nuafa* 
nak^ and as they will now hare an opportunity to hear the 
word of Godagpin* we will hope, that.it will again linden* 
trance into their hearts. Two baptised widows have come 
tout; but one widow and three children hare kft our pfaco 
and are gone farther north. We commend them to the mercy 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, into whofe name they were bap* 
tiaed* Yon will fee by our diary> that we fall have more 
inhabitants here than bdL winter* and confeqncntly r a 
larger field to labor in. May the Lord of the harveft jpm 
ns grace not to negled his work. 

# In Jul j it gleafcd the Lord to take two of our Efquimaux 
fifters happily home to himfelf, namely, the two widows, , 
Mary and Efther, as you will fee in our diary. 

As to us* one of the mod remarkable occurrences in the 
year 17921 has been the departure of our brother Theobald 
Freeh into the joy of his Lord. He had been long ailing, yet 
growing better at times till the 5th of April this year, when he 
was confined to the houfe. He obtained ererlafting reft on 
die r 3th of June, and is the firft European buried in our bu- 
tying-gtound. Amidft all our infufficiency and poverty, it 
has pleafed our Lord to walk in the midft of us, to maintain 
brotherly lov^ amongft us, and to give us entrance among the 
Efquimaux, On the 30th of September Brother and Sifter 

Turner 
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Turner arrived iaSt and well with us, to our great joy, aftef 
a tedious an* very dangerous' voyage of 19 days- from Hope* 
dale, -during "which they fdflfered much ' cold and fatigue* 
Wc thank our Savior for the prefervatioh *of their live* 
The Efquimaux,* who brought them hither, had Iikewife 
a -very dangerous paffagfe home. Brother Rdfcfrom NaiS 
paid us a vifit in March. .*••»' 

• We thank our heavenly Father for th£ freft prorfficms 
we have had thitf year; and having made an -addition to 
our little garden, "we hope to raife -a few more vegetables*' 
We tnentioh likewiie, with thanks tb God, that none of us 
have been confined by illnefs, but were able 'do th? work 
Committed unto us. To you, dear Brethren, we return 
many thanks for providing us' again with all the neceflariet 
6f life. It » the tirft time, fmce we have been in Labrador,* 
that the Efqtimaux have not killed one whale all along the? 
coaft. -"* * , •'*'"*' •'> * * 

: To conclude, we reepmttoend oiirfelvos and dur poor 1 
Ifquimauf, to yoiir continued^ fewent ptaym-tand remem- 
brance* * ■ . * -1- ' '• : 

(Signed) . Williakt^Turher, 

* " : * ■ Georoe Scmmidtmaw. 



1 



1 



Digits 



zed by G00gk 



d 



-* C- ^ _ «. ^ c c c ci c 
t »*3 1 

7Z* lateji Accounts received from Jeveral Mtjftons* 

h TV5T letters from Brothfer Jefper Brodcrfen, dated NcW 
-U Herrnhuth, jtine io, 1791* wc have received thd 
painful account of the deccaie of Brothe* John Gottlieb 
Enter, a mod faithful and aftive miffionary at Lichtenau* tie 
bad received peculiar gifts from God, to preach the gofpel 
to the Greenland heathen in a manner calculated to at-» 
tra£fc their attention and fuited to their capacities, and his 
labors among them were blefled with abiding fruit. He was 
called hence on the 8th of March j and on the 30th of May 
the wife of Brother Moehne, a Miffionary at New Herrn- 
huth, followed him into eternal reft; Two children ot out 
European Brethren departed this life in thecourle of the year* 
Brother Broderfen hiinfelf was attacked by fo feyere a fit of 
illnefs* foon after Eaiter, that his recovery feemed doubtful, 
but the Lord reftored him, and he was preparing to go to 
Lichterifels; and from thence, to Lichtenau, where he will re* 
fide next yean 

He writes further, that trie congregations of believing 
Greenlahders at LichtenfeU and Lichtenati are in a pleating 
courfe, and as to New Herrnhuth, he cannot find words fuf- 
ficient to exprefs his joy and gratitude to the Lord, for the 
new period of grace which has commenced in that cosgrega* 
tion, and for the daily proofs bf the mercy of God our Sa- 
vior bellowed on the individuals. He adds, that he has 
lately feen, both in New Herrnhuth and in the four adjoining 
places* more fubje&s for praife and thankfgiving than he ever 
durft venture to hope or pray for in former times. 

2. The laft letters from Tranquebar ate dated in April 
1791; 'rtiey mention the well-being of our brethren ; and 
that they have beta under the neceffity ef rebuilding their 

Tf chapel 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



[ i*4 3 

<hapel and chapeMioufe ; the foundation (lone was laid 
March 30. 

3. In Staaten Ifland, Brother Moehring has b^gun to meet 
the flave negroes, and it feems as though the gofpel would 
find entrance among them. They come diligently to thefe 
meetings, and are very attentive. 

,4. Brother Miecke writes from Friedensthal, in St. Croix, 
that God had gracioufly preferved them during the late hur- 
ricane feafon. Ever fince the violent ftorm which raged on 
the 2d of Auguft 1792, the weather has been uncommonly 
calm and hot; but the great quantity of rain, accompanied 
with thunder and lightning, produced a very rich crop of all 
kinds of vegetables, fo that the negroes had no want. Our 
European Brethren and Sifters in the Dariifli Weft India 
lllands have almoft all been ailing, except at Bethany in St. 
-Jan-, the Brethren JeiTen and Lundbcrg and their wives were 
even dangeroufly ill, but were recovering. 

5. From St. Kitt's we received letters from our brethren 
Schnelfer and Reichel, dated Jan. 19, 1793, g^" 1 ? a very 
pleafing account of the million there. They mention that 
the labor of the Holy Ghoft in' the hearts of the baptized 
negroes is remarkably evident, and encourages them to exert 
all the faculties of mind and body, in endeavoring to do 
juftice to their very extenfive charge. Laft year 335 negroes 
were added to their congregation by baptifm, or by admiflion 
to the clafs of candidates for baptifm, and on the 6th of Jan. 
1793, 30 grown perfons and feven children were baptized. 

6. In Barbadoes the progrefs of the gofpel is not fo evident 
as in other iflands > yet we have caufe to praife the Lord for 
What he has done there likewife, in the year paft. Seventeen 
grown perfons and four children were baptized. The Miffi- 
onarics were all well, according to letters of January the 25^ 
i;?2. 

7. In 
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7. In Jamaica there appears at prefent but little fruit at- 
tending the preaching of the gofpel, and the Miffionaries call 
upon all their brethren every where, to unite their prayer^ 
unto the Lord for a renewal of his gracious work in the hearts 
of thofe negroes already baptized, and for a new awakening 
among the heathen. 

8. Letters from North America inform us that fix Indians 
paffed through Bethlehem on their way to Philadelphia. Three 
of them had been there with the embafly of laft year, one of 
whom, a captain, declared that he felt fo overpowered by what 
he faw and heard on that occafion, that he wiflied for ever to 
bury his hatchet, and no more to go to war. There was a re- 
port at Bethlehem that the hoftile Indians had agreed to a truce, 
and intended to fpend the winter in treating about a lading 
peace. 

9. The three Miffionaries, Hendrick Marfvelt, Daniel 
Schwinn, and John Chriftian Kuehnel, fent to the Hotten- 
tots at the Cape of Good Hope, arrived there on the 21ft of 
November, 1792, fafe and well j though, on account of con- 
trary winds, their voyage was tedious. They were within 
fight of the Table Mountain on the nth of November, but a 

' violent gale arofe and drove them back, fo that they could not 
come to an anchor in the Bay before the su.ft. On the 234 
they arrived in the town, and found Feveral friends, who 
wiflied them fuccefs in their undertaking. The Rev. Mr, 
V. L. in particular received them with great kindnefs, and 
advifed them to go to a place (palled Tigerjiuck, where Bro- 
ther George Schmidt lived about 5Q years agp, and there to 
make a fettlement. One of our Brethren^ who came to the 
Cape fince their arrival, on his return fromthe Eaftlndies, re- 
ceived a letter from them at the Cape, in anfwer to feveral he 
Jiad written during his ft ay, in which they mention, that 
they had found fome remains of Brother George Schmidt's 
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dwellings and alfo met with an ojd Hottentot woman, bap? 
tized by him. They were well and chearful, and clofe their 
report with thefe words : " We hare the fame carneft deCre 
u to devote ourfelves wholly to the fervice of our Savtor,whiclt 
u we exprefled towards you at taking leave, and confidently 
* hope for his enabling grace and blefiing," 

As it may be agreeable to our friends to have fame further 
account of the firft attempt of the Brethren to bring the 
gofpelto the Hottentots at the Cape of Good Hope, we will 
add {he following literal tranflation of the journal of our late; 
venerable Brother George Schmidt, the firft hififtonary *9 
that nation. (See Page j 22-} 

ACCOUNT 

0/ the Voyage of Brother George Schmidt to the Cape of Good 
, Hope, and of his Abode therefrom 1736 to 1 744. 

Written by bimfeif. 

ON the* 7th of February 1736, Meflrs. Von Alphen 
and Domine de Bruin, at Amfterdam, made an applica- 
tion to the congregation at Herrnhuth, wifhing to know, 
/whether it would be thought practicable to fend one of the 
Brethren to (he Hottentots, to endeavor to lead them to the 
knowledge of our Saviour? The matter was taken into 
ferious confideration, and I received a call to go to the Cape at 
a Miifionary to the Hottentots. I had juft arrived from Swit? 
perland, where I had vifited the awakened fouls* 

February 14th, I left Herrnhuth^ and arrived at Amfterdaa} 
March p, fafe and well* 

Immediately on jny arrival, I applied to the Burgomafte; 
for leave to go to the Cape, but found many difficulties to fur? 
pippntj though in the beginning I conceived fopc hopes, that 
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I might go with the firft EaftJndiajnan that (ailed. At length 
the Burgomafter kindly advifed me to apply to the Verga- 
dering, or Court of Directors, who were tq meet at MiddeU 
burg in Zeeland, in September, I accordingly ftaid in HoU 
land, and at the appointed time delivered a petition to 
the Court, dating, " that from love to God our Savior and 
f % the poor heathen, I wifhed to go to the Cape to preach the 
n gofpel to the Hottentots," praying that leave might be 
granted, to take my paffage on board one of their (hips. My 
petition being admitted, fome clergymen were appointed to 
examine me, 

Thefe gentlemen firft queftioned me concerning feveral 
points of faith, and then hinted that the language of the 
Hottentot6, of whicji I underftood nothing, was extremely 
difficult to team -, and that I (hould never be able to live 
amongft them, their food confiding of nothing but wild roots, 
as they were entirely unacquainted with agriculture, ftly 
anfwer was, that with God all things are poflible, and as t 
was furc of its being the Lord's will that I (hould preach the 
gofpel to them) I trufted confidently in him that he would 
help me through iu all circumftances, however discouraging. 
This language firft appeared to them very ftrange, but they 
at length agredl, that God, to whom indeed all things were 
poflible, would not defpife my good will, and my views be- 
ing (ulcere and laudable in thejnfelves, they wilhed me his 
fcleffing. 

On the nth of September my petition was again laid be- 
fore the court, and with the unanimous confent of all the gen- 
tlemen prefent I was informed that I might take my paffage 
on board one of the (hips. A paflport was likewife granted, 
and one of thetdire&ors gave me a recommendatory note to 
both governors at the Cape, Mr. de la Fontaine and Mr. Von 
Kerbel*, but the departure of the (hip being delayed, I did 
pot go on board tjll the 4th of December. The name of the 
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veffel was Reynfburg, Captain John dc Bruin. She carried 
32 guns and 196 men. 

We foon arrived, in company of three other veflels, at 
Middelburgh, but what with contrary winds, and other hin- 
drances, didVnot fail from thence till the nth of March 
T737. The text of fcripture appointed for that day, was, 
The way of the righteous is made plain , Prov. xv» 19. 

May 10th, we croffed the line, and June 18th, faw the 
mountains at the Cape, but by contrary winds were driven 
into a bay called Saldanha Bay, and obliged to remain there at 
anchor for a whole fortnight. Here I went on fhore, and 
faw the firft Hottentots, with whom I converted a little in the 
Dutch language. My very heart rejoiced at the fight of them. 
July 9th we arrived at the Cape Town, and I immediately 
delivered my letters of recommendation to the governors. 
Mr. Von Kerbel received me with great kindnefe, inviting 
me to vifit him without ceremony, upon which I went and 
provided lodgings in the town. Five days after my arrival 
Captain Rhenius fent for me, and offered me board and 
lodging at his own houfe ; which I gladly accepted of, having 
no other friend to go to. By his advice, I waited upon all the 
members of the corporation, who treated me with much 
civility. 

July 23d I went twenty miles into the country on a vifit of 
two days, and faw again fome Hottentots, with whom I con- 
verted. Having ftaid in the town to the 4th of September, I 
went to live among the Hottentots, at a place feventy mites 
diftant, in company of a corporal, who went thither to pro- 
cure provifions for the foldiers. Two Hottentots, Africo 
and Kibbodo, went with us. 

September 13th I arrived at a river called Sonder Eynde, 
and reached the poft De Hoete Melcks Valy. On the fame 
day I called upon Africo in his hut, (all the reft of the Hot- 
tentots living then in tents). He, with his people, came to 
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meet me,, after the cuftom of the country, with mufic, and I 
addreffed them in Dutch. Africo then fhowed me the coun- 
try, and having refolved to fettle in that neighborhood, I 
returned to the poft for that night. The corporal very kindly 
offered me the loan of his tent* till I could build an hut. 

September 14th I went and pitched my tent among the 
Hottentots, near Africo's hut. The text for that day was, 
Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them f retch forth the cur- 
tains of thine habitations : Spare not y lengthen thy cords % and 
frengtfyn thy fates, Ifaiah, liv.. 2. 

September 15th I began to dig and make a garden, having 
brough^feed with me frojn the town. I felt quite at home, 
here, and proceeded daily with my building and gardening. 
Every evening the Hottentots came to fee me, and I endea- 
vored to learn their language ; Africo, who fpoke Dutch 
pretty well, being my interpreter. I afked him, whether they 
knew that a great Spirit dwelt above, who had given them 
their cattle and all they had. He anfwered, " Yes, we know 
" him. He is called T,ui hqua." I added, " This good 
" Spirit is he who alone pan fave you, and I am come hither 
" with, no other view, than to make you acquainted with 
" him." He replied, a We are glad to hear this, matter !" 

O&ober 27 th, the Hottentot language appearing to me to 
be too awkward to preach the gofpel in, I began to teach the 
Hottentots Dutch. Africo's family came to my fchool. The 
text of the day was, Arife^Jbine, Ifaiah, lx. 1* I had now 
and then a vifit from Charles Kampen, the corporal at the 
poft. I fpoke freely to him of our Saviour, and his heart 
receiving the word in faith, he loved him as his Redeemer. 
This man remained my intimate friend till the Lord took him 
home to himfelf. 

April 23d, 1738, being given to underftand that I lived 

too near the Company's poft, I left my hut, and removed, 

with eighteen Hottentots, who loved me and relilhed my 
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doflrfnc, to a defert place on Serjeant's River, twelve mile* 
from the poft. The fcripture text for the day was ; There* 
fore will I divide him a portion with the great, f faiah, ltii. 
12. Here I built a new hut, and made a garden. I like* 
wife taught my Hottentots to dig, build, and plant* 

May 4th I again began my fchooL Every evening 
we had our meeting. One of them, called Willem, I 
took into my hut. He truly loved the crticified Jefus, and 
had found the remif&on of fins in his blood. He afterwards 
became my affiftant, and told his countrymen in their ownr 
language, that he knew by experience, that what I faid of 
God our Savior, was true. I generally went with them all 
to prayer before our evening meeting. 

The Hottentots are of a phlegmatic difpofition, and deep 
much in the day-time. In a moonlight night they amufe 
themfelves with dancing, capeivcutting, and finging, and at 
the fame time watch over their flocks. In dark nights the 
lions and tygers frequently fall upon and devour their cattle* 
The people are in general of low ftature, but fome are pretty 
tall. Their color is copper, or a mixture of red and yellow ; 
their hair black and woolly : They have pouting lips, and 
flat nofes, like the negroes. Their cloaths confift chiefly of 
two fhcep-fkins fewed together and cut info fome fhapc. 
Thefe are kept well greafed and tied round their waift; but 
the common ftory of their wearing fheeps entrails round 
their arms and bodies, b without foundation. Indeed the 
women often wear thongs cut out of a bull's hide round their 
legs, but never entrails. Their riches confift in oxen, cows* 
and fheep, and their chief food is milk and boiled meat. In* 
ftead of bread they eat wild roots. Which they alfd now and 
.then boil. Four kinds are moft in ufe, of which the anife 
root is the beftj the lecond is fimilat to a poutoe, and 
the others are fmall. They neither plant, fow, nor cultivate 
the ground, but rove with their cattle from place to place* 

' wherever 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



t tit :J 

*hfc*evtr they cab find the gre at e ft quantity fcf provender* 
Thetfer they fct up five or fix tents, under the controul of a 
captain. They have neither divine wrfhip nor any ceremo* 
fues,and kern to beKcvc nothing bat that there is a great Lord 
of ali; whom they call Tmbfu*, fend a devil called Ghauw % 
of whom however they do toot feem afraid. The Hottentot 
word fbrheaven is cbunuu 

By degrees a potty large number of them came to me, aqd 
a*n fem their ciUdren to leaf* to fpeak and read Dutch* To 
enable me to board them, they gave me a couple of cows, that 
4hey might have ^iilk fiiftcient for their fubfiftence, befides 
tbe roots they gathered^ I had generally Upwards of thirty, 
and (bmetmies fifty feholafs. 

Africo, Kibbodo, and Willem, frequently declared that 
tfceir hearts felt, that what I told them of our Savior and 
his love to man was true* They alfo confefled that they 
had been vile flavesef fin; but had now found, that JeW 
blood had power to deliver them from the dominion of evil. 
Once, when I aficed Willem how he felt his heart difpofed 
towards our Savior ? he replied : " If all my countrymen 
** were to for&ke our Savior, yet I would not go away; for 
" with him is life. I know that I am not yet as I ought to 
44 be, but I will neverthelefs abide with Jefus, and will pray 
" unto him fo long, till I experience the full power of his 
" precious blood to change my heart." 

I had likewifc now and then a vifjt from the Dutch. No* 
vember 9th, five perfons came to fee me, and I heard after- 
wards that they had fpoken well both of me and my dodrine 
to the people in the town. 

July i8th, 1739, the Brethren David Nitfchmaa and DJEller 
were at the Cape, and it happened that I met with them in 
the town* My joy at feeing them wre very great. Walpent 
•ur time happily together till the 13th of Auguft, when they 
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proceeded on their voyage to the ifland of Ceylon, and I re* 
turned to my million, being feventy-five miles from the town. 

December 30th) a Dutch peafant called upon me, and told 
me much of the Caffres, a nation living two hundred and fifty 
miles inland. This man had been twice among them, and 
gave me the following account of their manners. 

They are of a brown complexion, and not like the Hot- 
tentots, but diligent and a&ive. They cultivate the ground, 
and plant; live in well-built huts, not roving about like die 
former, and are governed by chiefs. Their language U alfo 
plainer and eafier to comprehend than that of the Hot- 
tentots, having no click or ftrike of the tongue. They feem 
to poflefs a good (hare of underftanding, and great cheai- 
fulnefs. Their drefs is made of leather; they have much 
cattle and good pafturage, with fine woods. They are a nu- 
merous tribe, and appear to have no religious rites* 

In 1 740 the corporal, Charles Kampen, departed this life, 
rejoicing in God our Savior. I attended his funeral. March 
1 2th, a new corporal was appointed, whofe name was Daniel 
Chriftopher Martinfen. I formed an acquaintance with this 
man likewife, and had much of his company. $e attained 
to the love and knowlege of our Savior, and we could live 
together as brethren. He alfo preachSd moil powerfully to 
the Hottentots of the atonement made by the blood x>f the 
Lamb, fpeaking from the experience of his own heart. 

February 26, 1 741, the Brethren Nitfchman and Ellcr re- 
turned from Ceylon, and I fpent again fome time with them 
at the Cape Town, to mutual fatisfa&ion and bleffing. March 
8th they fet fail for Europe, and I returned to my miflion- * 

March 31, 1742, I went to the town with Willem, and, 
having received a regular ordination, in our wayliome bap- 
tized him at a fmall rivulet, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, calling him Joflma. April ad, 
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I baptized Afnco, in Jofliua's prefence, at a brook not far . 
from my hut, calling him Chriftian j and April 4th, both thcfc . 
Brethren being prefent, I baptized an Hottentot woman of 
the name of Vethguien, and called her Magdalene. On the 
12th I baptized Kibbodo, and called him Jonas; alfo Gtfeidt'f • 
wife, calling her Chriftma. •* 

As foon as it became known in the town that I baptized - 
the Hottentots, the people were aftonifhed, and fome of : the< 
clergy much difpfeafed. They fent for Jofeua and Chriftian, 
and examined them concerning their faith. They anftrered :> 
« We believe in God the Jather, Son, and Hbjy Gho$ J '* 
With this they feemed fatisfied, but afked them whether they 
could read; upon. which they .read the third chapter of the 
Gofpel according to St. John. The clergymen were pleafed, 
exhorted them to remain obedient to their teacher, and cfif- 
mifled them in peace. The text for that day was : Hearken 
to me, ye that know righuoufnefs, the people in whofe heart is my 
law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their 
revilings. Ifaiah, li. 7. 

Dec. 3d, Jofliua and Chriftian returned from the Cape 
Town, praifing our Savior that he had helped them through 
and given them utterance. In 1743 I began to have meet- 
ings for the baptised alone. Auguft 25th I received letters 
from my brethren in Europe, advifing me to return. 

October 6, I made over my hut and garden to Chriftian, 
one of my baptized people, and went to refide at the Com- 
pany's poft. On the 30th I vifited my Hottentots for the laft 
time, delivered a farewell difcourfe to them, and took my 
leave. They wept much at parting. 

November 18 th, I left the poft, and fetout for the Cape 
Town. 

January 28th, 1744, 1 went to the gentlemen of the coun- 
cil, and defired leave to return to Europe, which was granted 
with every mark of kwidnefs. February 29th, I took leave of 
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the governor, andhc gtoctrjiiily gave mo iwrkfe* tcftkfteft)- 
of my behavior in that country. I Kkewife received tcftuto- 
nies from Several other gentlemen m the town who knew me, 

March 4th, I went on board the (hip ScheUach, captain Aft- 
thony Utryfchout, and the day following fet fail for Holland 
with feven homeward-bound Eaft-Indtamen. We had a &fe 
voyage, arrived June 17th, in the Teiel, and the iad at Aqw 
ftfeidam. 

The finall oongregation of Hottentpta which I left at th* 
Cape, raoft of whom lived at my place of abode, confifttd a| 
fbrty-fcven J>exf ons, whofejumea I will here inform 



Marritd Men Mttd Women,, 



Joilma 

Chriftian 

Jonas 

Cobus 

Bubefak 

Matthew 

Jan Dika 

Frederick 

Mofes 

Oeerdt 

Stompje 

William 

John 

Prius 



and his wife 



Miegten. 

Ramua. 

Hannah. 

Catherine, 

Jantje. 

Kaatgen. 

Magdalene. 

Chriftian'* daughter* 

Anna. 

Chriftina, 

Catgen t 



Single Men* 
Duncker. Reter. 

Klipfprw$cr* piet 

Kpopmap, 



Boy. 
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Boys. 


Gfrfr. 


Jantje. 


Jdje. 


Two called Willi?m. 


Chrtflian's daughter. 


Peter. 


A relation of Mofet. 


Jvces* . 


$ubefak's daughter. 


Adam* 


A relation of fiubefalu 


Two called Ahrahpto, 


Mirje. 


Kjato. 


Andrina, 




Antjexu 



In all fbrty-feven perfons, now under the care of Brother 
John Martin Schwaebler. 



jpteuj ef th* Iuavn Congregation am the River Retrench, mm 
tilled Thames, in Utfer Canada* from 4p*M *ath to OQo+ 
her 7th, 179a. 

APRIL lath, having prepared to le^te our temporary 
sefidence on Lake Erie, and made a proper difpofi- 
tion to aflift thp widows and other helptefs people on thq 
journey, we met early in the morning, for the laft time, in the 
f hapel, and after a difcourfe on the daily word, AUjkjb /hall 
h#W that I am the Lard thy Savior and thy Redeems* 
the mighty we *f Ja**h % we praifed the Lord with bo4f» 
4*ul, and fpirit, for all die good received from himt* 
*hia place, recommending ourfclves to his grace, that hf 
would farther approve himfelf as our gracious (hepherd, am) 
be our prote£tor and counsellor on the way we had tOjgot 
■After the meeting, the canoe* befrg loaded, wc left our 
3 houfes 
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houfcs towards noon. The miflionaries and their ftmiliet 
fet off* firft, and failed with a fair wind towards Detroit | 
but having proceeded about half way^ the wind fhifted, and 
obEged us to land on Fighting Ifland, and flay there all 
night. Many of our Indian Brethren came up and re- 
mained with us. Brother Michael Jung, who could no( well 
bear the wind and cold on $he water, joined thofe* Brethren 
and Sifters who made the journey by land oh foot. 

In the forenoon of the 13th we reached Detroit) and fettled 
our affairs with the governor and other gentlemen there. 
The governor lent us a fmall veflel xo puffue our voyage. 
Hie Indian Brethren likewife arrived, foon after at Detroit, 
■11 but three families, who were mating canoes fomewhere on 
die lake. The 14th, the wind being contrary, we could not 
proceed. The 15th we fet off with a good wind. Captain 
Mills kindly accompanied us as far as Lake" St. Clair in his 
yacht; but the Indians not being able not keep up with us, on 
account rf the high waves in the lake, were obliged to land 
and encamp^' The wind now became fo violent, that it brok& 
our maft, and carried it, with all the rigging, overboard. 
Being detained fome hours in mending it, the confequence 
was dangerous ; for we did not reach the mouth of the 
river Retrench before dufk; and as the boktsmen we hud 
hired could not well obferve, or were unacquainted with the 
entrance, w£ got into low water and ran a-ground. The 
wind now fhifted about, and blowing violently from N. W; 
we pafled the whole night in a cold ftorm, in the midft of a 
wild fea, the waves often breaking over our {loop. After 
midnight the wind turned eaft, blowing from the land. The * 
1 6th we faw land, but could not reach it. Seeing fome Chip- 
£awa$ encamped, we made figtfs for them to come on board; 
upon which a woman with a girl came to us in a fmall canoe, 
and took the Sifters Zeifberger and Senfeman on (bore. 
Having procured fome more canoes from the Chippawas, we 
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mloaried oar Hoop, got her afloat again, and brought her'&G; 
op the river to an empty houfe. The 17th we reached the 
Settlement, and came to Sally Ifland, where we expe&ed to 
receive ioobuOiels of corn which we had bought in Detroit. 
Here Brother Zeifberger waited for the Indian Brethren, 
while the Brethren Senfeman and Edwards proceeded on the 
1 8th with a view, if poffible, on that day to reach the rapids. 
Brother Zeifberger lodged with Mr.~R.ow, who was mate of 
the fliip which fetched us laft year from Sandufky Bay. He, 
as well as all the other fettlers here, Englifli, German, and 
French, j>ehaved with much civility, and expreffed great fatif- 
fa&ion to hear that we would be their neighbours. The 
19th we vifited many upon invitation, and found fome, with 
whom we were formerl /'acquainted. In the evening Jofliua 
arrived with his family. The 20th was ftormy, and we 
could expe& none of our Brethren. - 

The 31ft Brother M. Jung, and thofe who travelled by land 
with the cattle, arrived here. Being quite deftitute of provifion, 
we helped them. The Indian fillers went direftly to work'to 
make baflcets and brooms, which they fold to the fettlers for 
a good price. We found here old Captain Wetterhold, wl>o 
was Rationed in the firft war in Wechquetank and Gnaden- 
huetten, and knew many of our Indians. He informed Bro- 
ther Zeifberger that two years ago, being on a journey to 
Detroit, the militia about Ligonier and Hannah's Town de- 
fired him to lead them to Petquotting, where they would fall 
upon the Indians. That he had defired fome time for con- 
P fidgration, and then quietly made off. He added, that among 

thefe men, were feveral .who Jiad been with their cattle in 
our town, on their way to Detroit, to whom our Indians had 
done cflcntial feryices; for without their affiftance they could 
, not have proceeded without annoyance from the Tawas and 
Chippawas. On their return our Indians gave them a guard 
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•sffctoKWhurfr, ttetaad being nnftfe* tftd rf& was no* 
their intended requital. 

The 2ftd in the forenoon Brother ZeUberger preached on 
the words, JttjU/b is graft, and aU the goeMmft thereof * 
*i the flrtver of the field; the graft wtberftk,tbtjkwerfa4ttb* 
hatk vxnrdtf our God /hall Jland fir ever. Some of the fet- 
flers were prcfent. In the afternoon a company of Waniort 
paflW through. Theywrot from houfe to heufc among the 
fettiefrs, dancing the beggar's dance, and would not proceed 
until they had received fomething. 

The 24th, all our brethren being here, except Arte can&ea, 
w£ ordered the Indian affiftants to dftide the too buflteb of 
t&tn among them, for which they were very thankful. 

the a$th,We proceeded all together on our journey, exoept 
Samuel, -who waited for thofc whawete yet'behind. In Ike, 
erening we came to Brother Senfema&'s lodging, at the 
upper end of the fetdement. Our fioop cotrid go no fur* 
ther, on account of the ftrong current; As the Brethren 
Sttifemah and Edwards had era&ed % good hot, we Irft 
them here, and proceeded up the river in canoes as for as We 
firft intended. 

The 27th we fet off with 25 canoes, and reached the ra- 
pids at noon. What rendered our pailage difficult was, that 
we got no ground by fetting poles, but were obliged- to 10W 
agamft the fbxam. In die evening we-encamped upon *high 
gtound. Hie old blind Indian, Corhdius, formerly a mod 
laborious and diligerrt man, but who loft his eyefight m Ga- 
yahaga,muftTiow be borne by hirfon ih andotrt of the canoe. 
Our whole company tupped upon tortoifes, of Which the 
Indian Brethren caught many by the way-. 

The 28th fome Sifters went to gather cranberries, and In 
the evening brought a great quantity to us. We perceived 
that the river ibmetimes rife? twenty feet high, in tfce 
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fpring, when the fnow goes off, then all the low lands are 
inundated. 

The 29th we were obliged to help the cattle up the high 
banks on the north fide of the river. Here we found another 
oil fpring, and obferved the oil flowing dowrf the ftream to a 
^onfiderable diftance. Our Brethren and Sifters gathered 
fome of it for medidrfal purpofes. They ufe it for the rheu- 
matifm, tooth-ach, head-ach, &c. *■ 

The 30th, Brother Zeifberger, with fome Indians, went 
to take a view of the great Bent, which had been highly re- 
commended to us. We alfo faw feveral other places, but 
none of them fit for a fettlement, and, upon the whole, 
did not find the country anfwer the defcriptions given of it. 
Not willing to fettle nearer to the Munzy and Chippa- 
way town, and finding the land here inconvenient for us, wc 
refolved to go back, and fix upon the firft more eligible place. 
Samuel, therefore, with fome other Brethren, went to look 
out for a good fpot, and found one. 

May 2d, we moved again, fome miles down the river, and 
encamped on an high and pleafant place. In the evening we 
had a meeting, and confidered the daily word, as indeed we 
have always done when poffible. That alfo in this wildernefs 
the fongs and praifes of xmr Savior might be heard, was our' 
fervent wifli and prayer ; for he is worthy 1 

The 3d, a number of Brethren went with canoes to fetch' 
Brother Senfeman and company. 

We heard to-day that four families, viz\ Jacob's, Joachim's, 
Renatus's, and Zacharias's, who were abfent when wefetout 
on the journey, had refolved to plant in the old place, fup- 
pofing that they mould come too late to plant here, and that 
jthey intended to follow us in autumn. Two families how- 
ever, who had been left behind, came to us; one was Thomas's, 
who fell fick by the way and came fa-hithcr. We exhorted 
pur brethren to think *t prefent rather upon planting than 
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building, as they had found a better place for plantations, 
where they might dwell on both fides the river, above and 
below the town. Thither moft of the brethren went on the 
8th, about three miles lower down the river. We followed 
ijiem on the 9th, rf and found an hut already prepared for us, 
where we could be under (belter. Thomas was very ill, but 
wifhed to fee our future dwelling befojre^js death ; he ftep- 
ped himfelf yefterday into the boat, ano^ departed this life 
fuddenly this morning. We heard to-day by fome ftrangers, 
that two gentlemen, who had been fent by the United 
States with offers of peace- to the nations, were killed by 
fome Indians on their way, at which the nations were much 
difpleafcd. 

The ioth was the burial of .Brother Thomas. 

In 1 774 he joined our congregation in Schoenbrunn. His 
grandfather Nctawatwees, a Delaware chief, had turned 
him out of doors on account of his wicked life. In his travels 
he came to Schoenbrunn, where the Brethren fpoke to him 
qf the true way to happinefs. He could not forget what he 
had heard, and though he then left us to go an hunting, he re-^ 
turned at Chriftmas. The Gofpel he then heard, that God 
became a man, brought peace on earth, and by his blood pur- » 
chafed for us the forgivenefs of fins and eternal life, con- 
quered his heart, fo that he refolved to furrender himfelf to 
tjie Lord. In the following year he, with his whole family, 
joined the congregation, without confulting his relations. 
When they heard this, they were difpleafed, and reprimanded 
him feverely. He anfwered, " You have turned me out. 
H on account of my wicked ways ; and now, when I am in 
a a place where I hear and learn what is good, ye are alfo 
w angry ; though ye (hould rejoice that I have renounced 
cc my former wicked life, and am feeking after God, that!. 
" may be faved." He frankly confefled to Brother Zeif* 
bcrgcr how wickedly he h*4 lived, and what a devoted fcr* 
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♦ant of Satan he had been. He added, that he had even had 
familiar intercourfe with the devil. The Miflionary told him, 
that if he would devote himfelf entirely to our Savior, who 
died for the greateft and mod abandoned Gnners, to redeem 
them from death and the power of Satan ; and if he learnt 
to know fiim, and received life in his heart, then all fuch 
delufions and juggling tricks would vanifli of themfelves. He 
then vifited Brother Rothe, told him of his devilifh works 
And incantations, and defired to know, whether a man of hjs 
defcription might alfo become a believer, and be faved ? 
After his baptifm, which took place September 1 1, 1774, he 
entirely forfook every thing relating to heathenifm, and May 
1 8th, 1776, wafc admitted to the Holy Communion. He was 
of great ufe to us in fending meflages to the chiefs ; being 
intrepid, and not afhamed to fpeak to them of the ground o£ 
our falvation. If they afked him about the Indian congre- 
gation, he always anfwered judicioufly, and obliged the evil- 
difpofed to hold their peace in his prefence. When his 
grandfather faw him again, after three years abfence, he was 
much amazed at the change wrought in him. In regard to 
his converfion, it was very evident, that he had laid a good 
foundation in the doctrine of the atonement made by the 
death of Jefus. Laft year he was appointed an afliftant, anA 
exprefTed his thoughts in the following manner : <c I am 
" a fervant in the chapel, and now alfo called to be an 
'* afliftant ; but it is not this degree of ufefulnefs which 
w makes me happy. I find I muft have the Savior and cleave 
u unto him, for only in converfe with him I can be 
u happy and chcarful." When we had croffed the Lake he 
ftayed behind to attend the fick, but was himfelf taken ill, 
and he arrived here very weak, but neither lie nor we ex- 
pected his end to be fo near. 

As foon as we had laid out our town, the affiftants made 
beginning to divide the farms. We have three large dales* 
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fnd each family may have as much land at they want. The 
high lands are fandy -, the low lands as rich as can well bo 
conceived. There are fprings in abundance, and the clear- 
ing of the ground is eafy. The greateft inconvenience is, that 
all Hones wanted muft be fetched from the bed of the river. 

The i ath, a man with his wife aod child, and a widow 
with her daughter, after being examined by the Indian afLft- 
ant3, obtained leave to live with us. But they remained with 
us only a few weeks, and the man being confumptivc, died foon 
after. 

The 14th, our Indian Brethren afhfted us in clearing a 
few acres of land. 

The 17th, being Afcenfion Day, in the forenoon we con- 
fidered the text, God, manifefl in theflcjb, was received up into 
glory. We adored him, praying that in this place alfo he 
would walk among us. Our meeting being in the open air, 
a heavy fhower of rain foon^ent us home. 

The 20th, Brother Senfeman preached on the gofpel; 
When the Comforter is ceme whom 1 will fend unto you from the 
Father, he J ha 11 ttjiify of me (John, xv. 26.), obferving, that it 
U He who leads all diftrefied and troubled fouls to the 
fountains of falvation, to the wounds of Jefus, the Lamb of 
God, and who makes them partakers of M the folid trea- 
Aires, which Jefus has merited for us. Brother Zeifberger 
fpoke in the evening meeting on the daily word ; Behold, 
I will lift up my hand to the gentiles, andfet up myfandard to the 
people ', and they /hall bring their fons in their arms, and thy daugh- 
ters /hall be carried upon their Jhoulders* Ifaiah, xlix. 22. 

The 23d, a party of Chippawas coming down the river, viewed 
pur town and improvements with evident marks of furprizc. 
Some Indian Brethren who have been up the river as far as 
Mun2y Town, have leen no place fo good as that we have 
pitched upon; even Munzy Town itfclf is a wet, miry 
place. 

S The 
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The *6th. This week was fpent in planting, and building 
huts ; but the mufkitoes were very troublefome both day and 
night. One bear and a few deer were killed. 

The 27th, Brother Zcifberger preached concerning the 
out-pouring of the Holy Ghoft, fent by our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
to abide with us, and given to all the children of God, to 
teach and to lead them into all truth. Then we fung part of 
the liturgy to the Holy Ghoft. 

June 2d, two Chippawas brought a raeflage with a few 
pieces of tobacco, which -they defired us to forward to the 
Munzy and Chippawa town. It contained a fummons to be 
ready, againft further notice, to meet the Americans,who were 
(aid to be marching again into the Indian country. This re- 
port was falfe, but we forwarded the meflage by fome Indian 
travellers. This day a party of Mohawks alfo paffed through 
here. Block-hpufes for the Brethren Zeifberger and Senfeman 
were raifed by fome Indians hired for the purpofe. 

On Trinity Sunday, June 3d, John Henry's new-born daugh- 
ter was baptized into the death of Jefus, and called Rebecca. 
Some brethren returned from Munzy Town, where they had 
bought com. No more is to be had among the white fettlers : 
but our heavenly Father gracioufly provides for us. The 
100 bufhels which we bought on account of the Brethren** 
fociety for the propagation of the Gofpel, and divided among 
our Indians, has been of great fervice to them, as they were 
thereby enabled to clear and . plant without lofing time in 
iearch of corn among the fettlers. 

June loth, Brother Edwards preached, and many ftranger* 
were attentive hearers. He fliowed that our firft concern in 
this world ihould be to become fubje&s in the kingdom of 
God, and be arrayed in the Savior's righteoufnefs. 

The 1 ith, a party of warriors came from Munzy Town 
with the war-whoop, and encamped near our town. In the 
evening they had a war-dance, but their captain admonfthed 

them 
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them to be quiet and orderly, as we were their friends. Our 
evening meeting was therefore held without difturbance. 
The warriors ftayed here on the 1 2th, and danced the beggarV 
dance in the town ; and though they behaved tolerably well, 
yet thewholeaffairwasexcecdinglydifagreeableto us. We and 
the affiftaqts fpoke to fuch of our people as were weak, warn- 
ing them to beware of the fnares of Satan ; yet we faw, to 
our great grief, that ten of our young people, chiefly boys, 
went with them. Their pretence was, that they could 
not hunt hereabouts in fummer, on account of the mufki- 
toes. 

One of the warriors, fpeaking of his heroic deeds, Boas 
anTwered : * None is great and mighty but God, who is 
u ovef us all. He has created every thing, and we are alto- 
M gether before him, like the meaneft worm, or one fingle 
" muflrito, which is killed in an inftant with the tip of the 
44 finger." To this the warrior could make no reply. Wil- 
liam Henry (Kilibuck) had almoft quarrelled with the war- 
riors, had not the Captain feafonably incerpofed. He wasr 
with Colonel Broadhead when he deftroyed the Mingo and 
Munzy Towns on the Alleghany. Among thefe warriors 
was one who Had loft his brother and his hoife in that ' 
action, and would now revenge himfelf by taking a cow from 
Henry, but the Captain would not permit it. 

The 14th we received by a Chippawa Indian, a packet of 
letters and accounts from October 1 791, to March 1792, fent 
to us by Mr. Afkin, by which we were enlivened and ftrength- 
ened, after much trouble. 

June 1 6th, the Brethren Zeifberger and Senfeman moved' 
into their new houfes. 

Sunday, the 1 7th, Brother M. Jung preached in the fhade 
under the trees. Afterwards we read accounts from Bethle- 
hem. The Indian affiftants then met the congregation, arid 
rfcminded them of feveral of our rules, viz. To keep holy 
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the fabbath ; to bring up. their children in the fear and lore 
of God, &c. In the evening meeting we read to the con- 
gregation BiihopSpangenberg's letter to them, received in the 
laft packet, and had afterwards many pleafing teftimonies of 
the blcffing received in hearing it. 

The 21ft, fome of our people went to Munzy Town to. 
fetch corn, but could not get as much as they wanted, though 
tfiey offered a dollar per bufhel. From thence came on 
the 22d, the Munzy chief Lehachkes onavifit. Being often,, 
indifpofed, he wiihes now to believe and to be converted > but 
is afraid of the reproach attending it, loving the honor of- 
men •, yet he is fore afraid of death. 

He lately fent word by the warriors to Brother Leonhard, . 
whofe uncle he is, bidding him. accompany thefe warriors to* 
the war. Leonhard anfwered', that though heretofore he; 
had been a warrior, he had now given up all thoughts of war,, 
and would never have them again. In this refpe£l his relay 
tions mould not think to command him, for he never would 
obey them. He was now ferving another Lord, the God o£ r 
heaven and earth; to his word he would be obedient, and live, 
according to his precepts. 

The 26th, we heard by Indians from the fort, that there r 
would be no expedition now, a truce having been concluded,, 
and peace expe&ed to enfue. Our men, who went with the ^ 
warriors, were gone an hunting to Petquotting. 

The 27th, the Indians proceeded on their journey. They A 
had attended our meetings, and heard many a precious word 
concerning the falvation of their fouls* 

July 1 ft, Brother Zeifberger preached. When we read 
the accounts, and heard how glorioufly the work of our 
Savior flourifhes in other Millions, we are afliamed that 
it proceeds fo (lowly with us, and that, inftead of increafing, 
we rather' decreafe in pumber. Among the wild Indians 
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there is at prefent but little hunger for the word of God 5 
they are in general indifferent about their fpiritual hap- 
pinefs and falvation. We ardently pray that our Savior 
would kindle a new fire in the hearts of the Gentiles. 

The ad, Mr. Parks came from Fort Detroit with fome corn, 
fait, and other goods for our Indians. 

The 4th, five Mahikan Indians arrived here, who live 
among the Oneidas, and flayed with us one night. They had 
a meffage from Congrefs to the Nations about peace. One of 
them had been laft fpring in Nazareth and Bethlehem, and 
highly praifed thefe places. They faid they had not expeft- 
ed, fo far in the Indian country, to 'find Indians who had 
the word of God among them ; and admoniflied our people 
to hold it fad. Being in hafte, they fet off again on the 5th, 
by water, and faid that they hoped on their return to make a 
longer (lay, to fpeak with the Miflionaries, and to become 
better acquainted with us. 

The 9th, the Brethren began to build a meeting houfe, 
which was roofed on the 12th, when we met in it for the* 
firft time. 

JThe 15 th, Brother Edwards preached, and Brother Zeif- 
berger held the meeting of the communicants. The latter 
fpoke very ferioufly and pointedly concerning the deviations 
obferved among fome of , our people, (hewing them their 
weaknefs in faith. As we have not been able to enjoy the 
Holy Communion fince Eafter, he admonifbed then/not to 
lofe their confidence in our Savior, but to draw nigh unto 
him with all their faults and wants, that he might heal, com- 
fort, and enliven them anew, and then gave out the Lord's 
Supper to be held on the 18th. On that day we had a love 
feaft with the whole congregation, glad and thankful that we 
are fo far in order again, and have a meeting place, where we 
may hear the word of God, undifturbedly. In the evening the 
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ttflttmumcartts partook of the Holy Sacrametit of the Wy 
and blood of die Lord, by which be blefled us mod fenfibly 
and unfpcakably. 

The 19th, Bro&cr Senfeman admoniflied the communi- 
cants to approve themfelves in their walk and converfation 
tfs fiidi who are truly united to Jefus, and to (how forth his 
death, ttntil he comes. 

July 20th, feme, being ttt want of provifions, were obliged 
to go among the white fettkrs in queft of work; Brother 
Zeiiberger admoniflied them to be on their guard againft all 
fedudien, and to remember that Chrift our Savior having 
redeemed us from this prefent evil World, will grant Unto u* 
grace and power to refift the temptations to which we may 
be eipdfed in it. 

We heard to-day that the Wlondat who wiihed to move 
to us, had been foffaken by his brother, and that he could 
not proceed alone on the journey, being very ill. The RpmUh 
priefts queftioning him, why he would forfake them and join 
another religion, he anfwered, That though he was baptized 
by them, and had heard them preach) yet their words ap* 
pearedto him fike empty ftraw j and hehadfound nothing with 
them to afford that eafe, for which hisburthenedheattwas feck* 
ing. But having met wkh the true Way among die believing 
Indians, who moved from one place to another, being a perfe* 
euted people, he would on that account go to dwell with them. 

July 24th, feme Munzy Indians, from the neighborhood 
of Prefquille, pafied through our place with a roeflage from 
congrefs. They had feen Brother John Heckenwaelder at 
Pittfburgh. 

The 2£th, in die evening»meeting, held by Brother Senfe* 
man^ were feme Indians from Munzy Town, who came to 
day, and ftayed on purpofe to attend our public worfhip. The 
head man of the company feid, that though he had never 
heard our do&rine, it had always been his opinion, that we 
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hid fbmething good, and knew the way to eternal life. Bro- 
ther Senfeman fpoke much with thefe Indians, and proclaimed 
to them the gofpel of falvation in the blood bf Jefus. 
The head man declared at his departure, that he had kept 
three words in memory: I. That God himfelf was come 
into the world, born a man, like us, and cloathed in our 
flefh and blood. 2. That he died for men, and brought 
them eternal life. 3. That whofoever now believes in him 
will be faved, but he that does not believe in him, will be 
loft. 

Auguft 4th, fome of our people returned from the fettle- 
ment, where they had affifted in the hatveft, and earned 
fomething for themfelves. A peculiar circumftance occurred 
with the Munzy Captain Wijan, who marched through our 
town in June, and proceeded as far as Detroit. He was there 
taken ill, and the foldiers not being called to a&ion, he ar- 
rived here on his return, the day before yeftcrday. Being ft ill 
very ill, he had begged his people to haften with him on the 
way, that he might only come to us, for after his own home he 
had no defire. He intended already laft fpring to come to live 
here, but refolved to plant once more in Munzy Town, and 
then move hither in the fall. Afterwards he received a mef- 
fage to come to the war, and went j fome of our people (as 
was remarked above) accompanying him. We imagined at 
that time that he had enticed them to it, but found afterwards, 
that they only wanted to make ufe of that opportunity to go 
on a hunting party over the lake. On his way to us, his people 
would cure him after their manner, but he would not permit 
it, faying, that he defired nothing of them but to be brought 
to us. They neverthelefs fent to Munzy Town for fome In- 
dian phyficians, who came hither, but on feeing him, declared 
that they would leave him entirely to us. The Indian Bre» 
thren begged mod earneftly that we would baptize him, as he 
had defired, as foon as he came hither. After mature delibera- 
tion 
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tJon wc granted his requeft, though he was already fpeechlefs, 
and he was baptized in the Indian camp, after an addrefo 
made by Brother Zeifberger to all prefent. He received the 
name of Jacob. There was a particular feeling of our Sa- 
vior's prefence with us during tills tranfaftion, and all our 
people rejoiced, that thus another brand was plucked out of 
the fire. 

A'uguft6th, towards evening was his funeral. Some ftrange 
Indians were prefent, and very attentive. His widow ap- 
peared in the widow's drefs, and placed herfelf by the coffin, 
near to his head ; but during the difcourfe, while we were in 
the chapel, fhe retired into the woods. 

The ioth, Boas converted much with a family of Chip- 
pawaswho vifitedus, concerning the happinefs which our 
Savior has procured by his blood for all men, Indians not 
excepted, who will believe and receive it. They liftened to 
him very attentively. 

Auguft 13th, we partook of the Holy Sacrament of the 
body and blood of Jefus. 

The 1 7th^ Captain Brandt's fon and eight Mohawks pafled 
through our place with a meflage from the United States to 
the hoftile Indians. 

The 30th, the affiftants fpoke with Andrew, who had gone 
with the warriors, and returned on the 17th, and told him that 
we could not approve of his behavior in the congregation, and 
that, unlets he altered his ways, he could not live with us. 

On Sept. 7th we had a day of grace andbleffing. The Lord 
convinced us that he owns us as his people, for hecaufed the 
light of his countenance to {hine upon us, and we felt his 
peace in a veTy enlivening manner. 

September 8th, the affiftants fpoke with Nicholas, and put 

him in mind of the declaration he made when he returned to 

the congregation at Petquotting, fhowing him that for a lopg 
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tame he had a&ed contrary to it. They aflted him, whether 
he had changed his mind, and got a lore for the world again? 
He confefled, that he had done wrong and been in a bad way* 
and very humbly begged for forgiveneft. We found that he 
had been offended, and thereby became confufed in his mind. 
We therefore pitied him, and received him again in lore* On 
the fame day Nicholas brought us a meflage from Eckuflmawe* 
the Ottawa chief, of which we had heard feme time before. 
The preamble fets forth, that he had received an account that 
feven chiefs (that is, feven nations) had agreed to negotiate 
for peace, and fent him a calumet of peace as a prefent* And 
as he could believe them to be fincere, he would take an early 
opportunity to inform his grandfather of it* Then the mef« 
(age follows, viz. 

" Grandfather, ye believing Indians, I gave thee Petquot- 
* ting, and the adjoining land, for a dwelling; but ye were 
" difturbed by the war, and ye have been forced to retire for 
44 a while ; but I (land to my word, and it (hall not be al* 
" tered ! And as I believe that now, when the nations aflim* 
" ble on the Miami, it will come to a treaty of peace, I give 
" thee timely warning. Make ready to return to Petqiftfo 
u ting, to take pofleffion of it again. I will do fo too. I 
u will make myfelf ready, and go to dwell not far from San- 
" dufky Bay, where I (hall be near thee, When I return 
" from the great council I will bring thee a true and full ao» 
« count." In confirmation of the above, a firing of wampom 
was given. The daily word for the day, when we received 
this mtfagto{yGttt,wz*,Fiarfwt)fortbouJhakaotbta/benttd\ 
neither he thou cmfiundei^jmr thoujbah not be put fojbame. 

September nth, Tobias departed this life after a painful 
illnefs, and was buried on the lath. He was baptized as a 
youth on the Cayahaga, April 8th, 1787, and March 7th, 
1789, admitted to the holy cpniniunion. His father was die 
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iffifbnt Tobias who vat murdered it Gnadetihuetten. H& 
was a pcomifing young man, and learned to read and writ* 
well* in viticb.be took great delight* but proving unfaithful 
to our Savior, be became unhappy, and even refolvcd to go to. 
to to revenge tbe blood of his brother Mattbew, who bad 
been killed a* Bcaycr Creek ^ be was however difiiiaded from 
it We were not without fear* that he might at length lean 
our congregation j. but the gracious hand of God preferved 
him, loft winter, a* be was out an hunting, he got a violent 
cold* and became to lame that be could not walk any more* 
poring hi* confinement he had his bible*, and other tianfr 
lated writings, conftantly by his fide, andipent much of hi* 
time in reading and writing. Some days before his end ha 
was he?id to pray to our Savior to fbqpye him all bis fina* 
jind to take him to himfrlf. He was comforted in his hearty 
«nd being aflured of the forgiyenefs of the congregation* .hf 
departed this life in peace. To-day Joachim, jun. caju* froqa 
the lake, where he ftayed to plant. Brother Zeilberger fpoke 
icrioufly with him ooncerfting his lukewarmnefs, upon 
which he fhowed much, contrition and promifedto retwji 
to us next autumn. 

On the 16th Brother Edwards preached, and Brother Zeif- 
berger invited the communicants to the lord's Supper* To- 
bias; ion of old Ruth, one of thole who went with the war* 
rior% not to go to w«« but only to hunt, returned and begged 
to be received again. His re^ueft was granted, butonJyon 
trial 

Tbe a J ft* for fome nights we have bad {harp fnofta^and 
our corn has fuftred much. It was very unfortunate* that 
we planted feed raifedat Pet qnotring, infteadof that raited ijv 
this neighborhood, which is more adapted to the climate, 

September 2 ad, our people having been fpoken with in re* 
feren^c to tbe Poly Communion, we had a blefled enjoyment 

Of 
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of the body and blood of our Lord. A brother named Nico- 
demus was re-admitted, and Anna Caritas partook for the firflf 
time. In the evening two Chippawas from Detroit brought 
us a packet of letters and accounts of May and June. ' 

At noon the Mohawk; Jofeph Brandt, with forty Indians, 
arrived here on their journey to Detroit and Miami. They 
ftayed fome hours, and proceeded on their way by water. 
Brandt faid, that th$ nations were now treating about peace, 
but it appeared that "the Shawanos and Twichtwees would 
not agree to it ; that Congrefs was not inclined to give up the 
land on the north- weft fide of the Ohio, having bought and 
paid for it twice, and wt>uld rather pay more, than relinquiih 
it. They had alfo promifed the land on the Mufkingumto the 
believing Indians, arid for that reafon alfo couldnot give it up. 
His opinion in regard to us was* that we would do wellto 
remain here, ancl not return over the lake, as we might live 
here in peace, and he ftill doubted whether the peace would 
be lading. 

O&ober 4th.' For feveral days paft many Chippawas have 
pafled through to their winter hunting places, where they 
ufually remain till fpring. They had a family with them, 
with a lame and an old man, who could not follow themi as 
they were going by land. They therefore begged permiffion 
"to let them remain with us ; and that we would now and 
then give them fomething to eat, that they might not ftarve. 
They promifed alfo to bring them fomething from hunting. 
We could not deny their requeft, thinking that poflibly our Sa- 
vior had thus given us an opportunity to do good, as well to 
their fouls as bodies. We mentioned this to our people, and 
exhorted them to let their poor neighbors {hare in their 
plenty and their prayer. 

The 5th, another company of Mohawks pafled through on 
their way to Detroit. 

Th« 
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The 7th, Brother Edwards preached. The ' affiftants fpoke - 
with Andrew, who as a repenting finner begged for forgive- 
nefs and re-admiffion, which was readily granted him. 

In the evening Samuel and Stephen returned from Detroit, 
but we did not hear tthat the nations had agreed to in their 
council. 

On the 8th the Chippawas* who lay in our neighborhood, 
begged our Indian Brethren to bury one of their children, who 
died yeftdrday, which was accordingly done. 

We and our Indian flock falute our congregations in 
Europe, recommending ourfelves to their remembrance and 
prayers. 



-**. 



Jlfbort Account of the Efquimaux EJtber t tuho departed this 
Life at Okkaky on the Coajl of Labrador. 

SHE was born at Killanek in the North, and on hearing 
the gofpel for the firft time at Nain in the year j 773, re- 
tained an abiding impreflion of its truth and power. She 
ufed frequently to go alone to the hills at Killanek, and pray 
to Jefus that he would have mercy upon her and fave her. 
After her father's death fhe married, but loft her hufband in 
1787, having then two children to care for. Thefe were 
both murdered by a malicious old woman, who pretended 
that Torngak had killed them. Whenever {he called to 
mind the favage treatment flie and her children then met 
with, fhe burft into floods of tears. 

In 1788 fhe came to Okkak, and we foon perceived that 
the Gofpel of a crucified Savior proved a balm to her afflifted 
foul. Her converfion wa# more real, and her pcrfever- 
ance in walking uprightly before God, greater than we 

have 
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have ever wkneBed in an Efquimaux. She tu baptized 
Jan. 6 1789, and hi May admitted to the Lord's Supper. 
Having truly found the reariffion and deliverance from the 
power of fin in the Mood df Jefus, her heart was filled 
with love to hhn. She had an a&ive mind, learned foon to 
read, and even to write a little, and ufed to write or d&hte 
letters to her Efquimaux frftefs hi the other fetflemems* 
Once (he declared how glad ibe fitft that flie was Mt horn 
fooner, for then fhe fliduld not have heard <jf a Savior. Her 
walk and converfatiemwa* edifying to aH her country-peo- 
ple, and wc were fikewtfe, on this account, forry to lofe her 
fo foon. 

July 13th, 1792, Ihe complained, but yet went to fea in 
li e i kayak . On hmnmm at night Ae&atibr 4be Miffioa* 
ary, and told him that (he was very ill, adding, " Whether I 
" live, I live unto the Lord, and whether I die, I die unto the 
" Lord, for I am his; he has purchafed and redeemed me 
n by his blood, and will keep me for ever." She was per- 
fectly refigned, but often exprefled her joyful hope, to be foon 
with Chrifl. 

On the 1 6th, early, ihe fell afleep, about the 30th year 
of her aget 
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Extrafi of a Diary of the MiJJionaries in Antigua, from 
January to June 1792. 

JANUARY 1 ft, the fymptoms of Brother Watfon's ill. 
nefs became very alarming, and on the 2d we fent for 
a phyfician \ for, in addition to his former complaint, he 
was attacked by a violent fever. On the 5 th his diforder took 
a favorable turn, though he was reduced to a ftate of ex- 
treme weaknefs. In the courfe of this week we had ap- 
pointed thofe negroes, who, though baptized, are not yet 
communicants, as likewife the candidates for the Lord's Sup- 
per, belonging to the town divifion, to come to us (fee In- 
troduction, page 10.) > but Brother Watfon's illnefs rendered 
it impoflible for us to fee and coirverfe with each of them fe- 
paratelyj therefore, as they came in great numbers, and 
Hood waiting before the door, they were admitted and ad- 
drefled in claffes. We wifli never to be under the neceffity 
of difcontinuing the pra&ice of fpeaking with eadh of our 
negroes, not only becaufe it would be a great difappointment 
to them, but on account of the many proofs we have of the 
benefit attending it. Some negroes, who cannot be fpared 
from . their work at the ufual time appointed for the meet- 
ing of the congregation, contrive to come in this way to con- 
verfe and advife with us, and to fuch we are particularly at- 
tentive. On Sunday the 8th, our houfe was furrounded by 
negroes, -who flocked to us in great numbers, even before 
fun-rite; and having poftponed the celebration of Epiphany 
to this day, we had enough to do. Yet we thought our- 
felves amply rewarded for our labors, by difcovering, from 
the declarations of the negroes, that the celebration of Chrift- 
raas had been attended with unfpeakable bleflmg, and we 
may with truth fay the fame of this day. On the 9th, Bro- 
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tier Watfon feemed much recovered. On the 29th, we had 
our ufual prayer-day, on which 72 grown perfons were bap- 
tizedj and 77 admitted among the candidates for baptifm, in 
the two congregations. 

In thefe days Brother Hofman received an invitation to 
vifit a gentleman, who has large pofleflions both in this and 
other iftands, and who, on his arrival, finding many of his 
negroes under our care, expreffed a wifti that all of them 
might be converted, and become true believers. He very 
generoufly propofed to build a chapel on his eft ate for the con- 
venience of the negroes, and made feveral offers which 
fhowed great fincerity and good-will. Brother Hofman an- 
fwered all his queftions concerning our plan and manner of 
proceeding with the greateft freedom, for which the unaf- 
fe&ed cordiality of the gentleman was peculiarly inviting, 
but declined giving an anfwer as to the propofal of building 
a chapel, and the acceptance of his other kind ofiets> till he 
could communicate them to his brethren in Europe; for 
the negroes belonging to this gentleman's eftate havfe a con* 
venient and eafy road to our meeting-place on a neighbour- 
ing plantation. Before he left the ifland, he made every re- 
gulation tending to the fupport and comfort of his negroes, : 
and ordered that the old, infirm, and worn-out amoagft them 
ihould receive an equal portion of provifions, and every other 
attendance with the reft. 

On the 31ft, Brother Watfon was again worfe, but reco- 
vered fo far on the (Sth of February as to be able to take 
a little airing on the fea in a boat, which ftrengthened him fo 
much, that on the 1 2th, being communion-day, he was able 
to aflift in the fervice. On the 15th, at the particular requeft 
of Mr. and Mrs. K. he went, for a change of air, to their 
houfe in the country, with our beft wiflies and prayers for 
his reftoration ; but on the 1 7th we were greatly alarmed by 
an account of his having had a repeated attack, and that fo 
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violent, that his departure was hourly expe&ed* As he dec 
fired to fpeak with Brother Hofman, the latter fet out im- 
mediately, butfoundjhim fo weak, that he could not utter one 
word for aconfiderabk time. At laft he faid, with a cheer- 
ful countenance, " I am exceedingly rejoiced to fee you j I 
" thought I ibould have departed to the Lord this^ night." 
While Mr. K. and Brother Hofman were confulting about 
the fteps now to be taken, Brother Watters arrived with a 
coach to convey him to the town. This not being thought 
advifable in his prefent ftate, a litter was provided on* the 
day following, in whkh he was brought home fafe. The 
phyfician gave not the fmallcft hopes of his recovery, yet he 
feemed to get better, and was greatly fupported by the Lord 
in his weaknefe. But not many days after, the mod alarm- 
ing fymptoms appeared, which again checked all our hopes. 
In this month an old ncgroe afliftant, Jofeph, depaned this 
life at GracehUl, rejoicing in our Savior. He was baptized 
in 1776, and admitted to the Lord's Supper in 1778, being 
one of the firft fruits of the Million at Bailey Hill, and al- 
ready then emancipated on account of old age. He lived 
afterwards chiefly with our Miflionaries at Bailey Hill, at- 
P tending not only to the fervice of the chapel, but aflifting 
wherever he could, and would gladly have moved to Grace- 
hill to fpend the remainder of his days with them. But fome 
malicious people among his countrymen irritated his former 
mafter againft him, and although he had been legally eman- 
cipated, M f e advifed him to remain on the plantation, to 
avoid ; difputes. Having been fome tirpe after appointed 
an afliftant, he was universally efteemed and beloved by all 
the negroes as a father. This was remarkably evident at his 
funeral. His fellow-afliftants carried his remains to the grave, 
and the congregation followed weeping and mourning over 
his lofs. Shortly after, a baptized n'egroe called Lydia, de- 
parted this life at Gracehill. She was fo much efteemed by 
Cc 2 th» 
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the fillers, that during her laft illnefs each would take her 
turn to watch with her during the night. Brother Bardill, 
who buried her, met with a lingular accident in going to the 
place of interment. The flies and gnats being very trouble- 
fome to his horfe, he plucked a branch from off" a tree to 
drive them away, and afterwards having occafion to apply his 
finger to one of his eyes, it became fuddenly fo painful and 
inflamed, that it was with much ^difficulty he could perform 
the fervice. The next day, proper means being ufed, he 
grew better. This tree abounds about Gracehill, and bears 
a fwcet-fmelling fruit, much refembling an apple, yet is fo 
poifonous, that if eaten it proves certain death. 

On the 26th of March, while we were reading our Lord's 
fermon on the mount to a congregation uncommonly nu- 
merous, a great emotion was perceptible j and coming to 
thefe words : — After this manner therefore pray ye : — Our 
Father which art in heaven^ &C/ the whole congregation rofe, 
and repeated the Lord's prayer with peculiar fervency and 
devotion. It being impoflible for us to fee each of our com- 
municants feparately, as the Brethren Watfon and Watters 
were both ill, we met them in clafles, and exhorted them to 
examine their hearts before our Saviour, and under the in- 
fluence of his Spirit. During the laft quarter we have ad- 
mitted 86 perfons to the Lord's Supper, and added 123 to 
the clafs of candidates. On the eighteenth of April the 
concourfe of people was fo great that we fcarce knew how 
to contrive to fee thofe who came to fpeak with us. Eleven 
children were baptized. 

At Gracehill Brother Hofman was taken ill with a violent 
f .vtr, but God blefled the means ufed for his recovery with 
fuccefs. Brother Watfon grew weaker every day, fo that he 
was at length unable to take any (hare in the labor; 

On the 25th, 72 perfons were baptized in the two congre- 
gations. 

Having 
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Having heard from London that we might fliortly expe& 
Brother Towle and his wife to affift in this million, we 'looked 
out for them daily with great eagernefs. The Paffion Week 
and Eafter were celebrated with great bleffing. The hiftory 
of the fufferings and death of Jdus was read to the negroes 
both here and on Martin's and Bowling's Eftates. Though 
the weather was uncommonly wet, with fuch heavy rain as 
has hardly been known in the ifland at this feafon, yet more 
of our people attended, both at St. John's and Gracehxl1 f 
than we could have expefted. In this month Brother Hof- 
man was defired to call upon Dr. F., who very much urged, 
that we would now and then preach to . the negroes on his 
eftate. He would not admit of any obje&ion, which from 
various confiderations we were obliged to make, and there- 
fore his requeft was complied with in the fequel, as far as 
lay in our power. He made an offer of a large houfe for this 
purpofe. 

April 29th, we were obliged in all hade to fend for a phy- 
fician, Brother Watfon being fuddenly feized with a violent 
fpitting of blood. He was neverthelefs prefent at the con- 
ference on the 1 ft of May. However, the prefcriptions of 
the phyfician, which for fo many years had proved fo bene- 
ficial, failed now of their defired effefl:, and it became evi- 
dent, that the prefent attack would haften his diflblution. 
When the negroes met to the communion on the 6th, they 
expreffed the greateft concern for him, and prayed that the 
Lord, if it were his gracious will, would preferve to them fo 
valuable a teacher. May 1 3th, we had the pleafure to bid our 
Brother Towle and his wife welcome. Their arrival feemed 
to impart new life and vigor to Brother Watfon, who en- 
tered into the deliberations at our conference with his ufual 
alacrity, though evidently in a very weak ftate of body. At 
the conclufion he faid : " How thankful am I to our Savior 
*' for fending us this timely affiflance, but I think it will be the 
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<* lad time, that wc fliall thus meet together here below.** 
On the 20th, 70 grown people were baptized in the two con- 
gregations, and 79 were added to the candidates for baptifm* 
With Brother and Sifter Towle's afliftance, we could now 
again fpeak with all our people as ufual, previous to the Lord's 
Supper. In this month our old Brother Adam, who had long 
been an ufeful and refpe&ed affiftant among the negroes, de- 
parted this life. His lofs will be fenfibly felt on various ac- 
counts. About this time we had occafion to give a very fe- 
lious exhortation to fome of our people, to avoid a cuftom 
pra&ifed by the negroes here at funerals. They aflemble in 
large parties to eat and drink, and now and then commit 
great excefles. We therefore advifed our people to drop the 
cuftom entirely, however lingular it might appear to their 
countrymen or relations ; for though they may wifli to con- 
duct the feaft with regularity, the occafion is feducing. "Wc 
have feen inftances of fick people having wanted the bars 
neceflaries of life, and after their death, plenty of every thing 
has been confumed in honor of their funeral. We repre- 
sented to our congregation, how much better it would be to 
incur that expence for the benefit of the living, than for the 
honor of the dead. 

June 9th, Brother Watfon had fufficient ftrength to write 
feveral letters, but was fo much fatigued by the exertion, 
that in the evening we cxpe&ed his departure. However, 
on the 10th, he appeared fomewhat better; and on our meet- 
ing together in his room, as we ufually did every evening, 
after the labor of the day, he was remarkably lively, obferved 
that he felt quite well, and hoped to be able to walk out the 
day following, and therefore would not permit any one of us 
to fit up with him that night. Accordingly we all retired to 
reft, except his wife, who watched with him. But, unexpe&ed- 
ly, early in the morning wc were waked with the mournful in- 
telligence that be was juft departing 5 and having immediately 
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affembled together around his bed, we fang fame verfes, offering 
up prayers and thaakfgivings to the Lord, into whofe joy this 
his faithful fervant was now about to enter. At four 
o'clock he expired, and we were quite overpowered by an 
inexpreflible fenfation of pain, but alfo of the peace and 
confolations of our Savior. This event being immediately 
made known to the Miflionaries at Gracehill, they all re- 
paired to St. John's. 

Long as we had been prepared to lofc this valuable fer- 
vant of God, we felt his lofs very feverely. He was truly a 
pattern for us all, not only with refpefk to his exemplary 
conduct as a Miffionary, but in his private character and be- 
haviour. During an illnefs of fo many years continuance, 
he never difcovered any fymptoms of impatience or fretful- 
nefs, though the nature of his complaint might have occa- 
fioned it. 

His interment was on the 12th, to which fo great a mul- 
titude of both white and black people came, that the church 
could not contain one half of the company. Brother Hot- 
man firft fpoke upon the words, 2" am the rejurrefiwn and the 
life; he that believeth on me, though be iueie dead, yetjball hi 
live. The corpfe was borne to the burial-ground by 6 negroe 
afliftants, and preceded by all the white brethren employed 
in the Million in Antigua. The Sifters followed, and then 
all the white people. Upwards of 2000 negroes ctofed the 
proceffion. The folemnity, ftillnefs, and order, which pre- 
vailed on this occafion, were remarkable. 

Oh the 13th we met in conference, to fix upon fome inte- 
rior regulations refpefting the conducting the Million, till we 
fhould receive directions from our Brethren in Europe. The 
- negroes, who ihed numberlefs tears at the lofs of their valu- 
able teacher and father in Chrifl, fome even appearing in- 
confolable, were allured, that no exertions fliould be want- 
ing on our part, to render their lofs more fupportablc, by 

attending 
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attending to each individual, and ferving them according 
to the utmoft of our powers, as our late Brother Watfou 
had done* 

Our late Brother 
SAMUEL WATSON 
intended to write a Narrative of his own life, and had be* 
gun with the words of an old hymn : 

God, my light, my leading ftar, 
Who haft kindly me dire&ed, 

And prote&ed ; 
When thy mercies, daily new, 

I review, 
In the duft I fall before thee, 
Loft in wonder I adore thee ; 

They are great, yea numberlefs! 

Thefe words are written with a trembling hand, which 
renders it probable, that weaknefs prevented him from con- 
tinuing the narrative. 

He vrzs born in London,. November 18 th, 1745* where his 
parents then lived in connexion with the Brethren's congre- 
gation. As they went foon after to Germany, they took him 
with them, and placed him in a fchool in Wetteravia. He 
afterwards went to the College of the United Brethren, at 
Barby, in Saxony. 

In his youth he diftinguiflied himfelf by his love to Jefus 
Chrift our Savior, and, as thofe Brethren who were en- 
trufted with his education have often remarked, by an un- 
common fimplicity of manners. Even as a boy he was much 
Tefpe&ed by his companions. In 1 767 he left the college, and 
was appointed a tutor in the fchool of the Brethren at Fulncct 
in Yorkihire, where he continued eight years, till called in 
1776 to the fervice of the Miflion in Antigua. Previous to 
his departure from England, he was ordained a deacon of 

the 
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the church of the United Brethren. He arrived in Antigua 
en the soth of May, and June 24th, was joined in marriage 
with Mary Elizabeth Engler. In July they moved to Bailey 
Hill, Where there was bnt a fmall focietyj which, during 
his faithful (crvlcea, increafed to the prefent large congre- 
gation. 

He considered his call to the fervice of this Miflion as pro- 
ceeding from the Lord, and in all his labors had a fingle eye 
to the advancement of the kingdom of Jefus Chrift. That 
his firm hope and confidence has not been put to ihame, the 
prefent ftate of the Million is the mod undeniable, proof. 
Even in his bodily infirmities the Lord manifefted himfelf at 
his ftrength. From his youth he was fubje& to an afthmatic 
complaint, and during his ftay at Bailey Hill, the Gtuation 
of which is lofty and expofed to the winds, he was fire* 
quently under the neceffity of preaching in the open air, 
for want of room in the chapel. On thefe occafions he ex+ 
cried himfelf beyond his ftrength, and laid a foundation to 
all bis fubfequent complaints. In 1781 he was feized with 
a violent (pitting of blood, (b that his departure was hourly 
expected. He was therefore removed in a litter to St. John's* 
where he could have better advice and nurfing* By the turn 
which his diforder now took, it appeared as if he might lin- 
ger on for a confiderahle time, and yet be incapacitated for 
any future fervice in the Miffion. He therefore wrote a let- 
ter to the Brethren, who fuperintend the concerns of the 
Millions in general, to propofe his being difinified from his 
ftation, and to defire the immediate appointment of his fuc- 
cdftr. Yet, having fiune doubts concerning the propriety 
of this ftep, occafioned chiefly by the great love he felt to* 
wards the poor negroes, and his concern for their falvation, 
which he. was eagerly defirpus to promote, even to his laft 
breach; and firmly believing, that die Lor&wotdd anfwer his 
prayer and reveal hi| will to him, fy futaftttd Ms prtpofal 
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to (he lot, by which it was decided in the negative. TKu* 
he continued in his pod. Being now firmly perfuaded in 
his own mind, that he remained in the fervice of the Miffion 
in Antigua, according to the gracious will of God, he feemed 
to recover new life. Both his mind and body were ftrength- 
cned-, by degrees he recovered a tolerable ftate of health, tfr 
the aftoniihment of all, and re-commenced his labor in 
June 1782. He was at that time fully employed, the feat of 
|he MilEon being removed from Bailey Hill to Gracehill, 
where a new church was building. The congregation in- 
creafed rapidly, more being daily added to the number of the 
believers, and our late Brother diftinguHbed lumfelf by a 
mod indefatigable attention to (he fpiritual welfare of every 
individual under his care When the new church was con- 
fecrated on the 16th of March 1783, the congregation at 
Gracehill confided of 819 perfons, and his joy to fee them 
all accommodated with fufficient room was inconceivable* 
But io rapidly did the work increafe, that in a fhort time 
the new church proved by far too (mall. One (ingle clafs 
filled it, and it became neceflary to adminHler the Lord's 
Supper to the communicants in two divifions, and yet there 
was hardly room for them. In 1784 he was again febed 
with a dangerous illnefs, which confined him to the houfe 
for half a year, and to weakened him, that it was a year and 
a half before he could refume his labors. Yet he was even 
during this period of illnefij and confinement by no means 
ina&ive. He employed his time in converfing with the ne- 
groes, who constantly vifited him, and devoted himfelf fa 
entirely to this work, that it was often midnight before he 
retired to reft* 

From his youth he had formed a proper idea, what a 
living congregation of Jefus ought to be j and therefore* 
in the beginning of his fervice, now and then found it 
difficult tp bw witfcimperJfe&ioM and faults, which in fo 
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large a congregation of negroes appeared almoft unavoidable* 
Having frequent opportunities of feeing the firft love to 
Jefus in negroes newly converted, it gave him pungent 'pain* 
whenever he dsfcovered its fervency growing cool, and per* 
haps fucceededby indifference. On thefe occafionsjjhe ftood in 
seed of comfort and encouragement from bis fellow-laborers* 
till experience taught him to join to his- zeal, patience and 
longvfuffering. To the general Synod of the Unity of tfce 
Brethren, aflembled in 1789, he wrote—** It is our wifh to 
a prefeht unto the Lord Jefus a congregation without fpot 
" or blcmifli ; but this neither is, nor appears poffible to be 
u effected in fo large a congregation of negroes." He had; 
however the pleafure to fee a multitude of Brethren and 
Sifters walking according to the grace they had received, of 
whom there is a large company already aflembled around thtf 
throne of the Lamb, finging the new fong of the Redeemed* 
in whith he now joins. 

Betfdes the daily duties of his office,' he carried on an ex- 
tenGve correfpondence. He had a remarkable talent for writ- 
ing the Diary of the Million, from which thofe who rejoice 
in the profperity and advancement of the kingdom of Jefus* 
Jiave reaped great edification. 

In May 1791, he wa$ appointed to prefide over the whole 
MiflTion in Antigua, as fucceflbr to Brother Brown> and alfo 
to have the fpecial dire&ion : of the congregation at St. John's. 
His farewell meeting with his beloved flock at Gracehiil, wad 
very moving. During his miniftry this congregation had 
jncreafed to 2600 fouls, He commenced his labour in Stv 
John's with renewed activity and vigour, which filled us with 
fecret apprehenfions, as the declenfion of his ftrength was 
evidently to be perceived. His chief and daily concern was to 
acquire a thorough knowledge of every individual entrufted 
to his care; he therefore fpent great part of his time among 
them in the country,on the different eftates to which they be- 
Dd ; longed 
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longed, dire&ing hit attention more particularly to thofe who 
had but few opportunities of coming to churchy or of feeing 
the Miffionaries in the town* He formed moreover an intn 
mate acquaintance with all the negroe affiftants. 

But foon, alas ! he was obliged to defift from his exer* 
tioxuand afikivity, being in Auguft 1791 feized with a violent 
{pitting of bloody, which, after fome fhort intervals of bette* 
health, increafed at laft to fo alarming a degree, that all 
medical affiftance proved vain. 

{lis mind was neverthelefs wholly employed with the cares 
and concerns of his office ; he prefided, as ufual, in our con- 
ferences, and did not at firft believe that the repeated at- 
tack of his former complaint would be the means of his dif- 
iblutipn. He would often fay: With God nothing b im- 
poffibk ; if it is his will that I {hall continue in his fervice, 
it will be an eafy matter fpr hipa to feftore mc to my former 
ftrength. He knows that I have no other view in wiihing to 
regain my health, but that I may fcrvc him better ; for the 
harveft truly is great, bi|t the laborers are few. 

Two days before the anriya) pf Brpthcr Towle, he was 
fo extremely feeble, that hi* departure was hourly expe£ted» 
on which account he defired that Brother Hofman might be 
fent for from GracehiU, that he might take leave of a Bro- 
ther, with whom he had lived for many years in the clofeft 
and moft intimate friendfhip. But the news of the arrival 
of an affiftant in the Miflion, caufed a fudden change, and 
as it Fere, reftored him to new life. He opened our next 
conference with his wonted vivacity, and continued chcarfuJ, 
patient, and refigned to the will of the Lord, till early in 
the morning of the nth of June 1792, about 4 o'clock, 
when he entered into everlafting joy in the 47th year of 
his age. He now refts in peace from his labors, and his 
work, which was done in God, will caufe his memory to 
flouriih with us in blefTed remembrance 
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A Lift of ali Ox Brethren and Sifters employed in the Servu* 
of the Miffumi <f the United Brethren among the Heathen m 
dkfettut Parts of the Worla\ at the Clofe of the Year 1791* 



In the Weft Indies 
St. Thomas ") 
St- Croix > - 
St Jan 3 

Antigua -9- * — 
St. Kitt$ — - 



witartt* 



Jamaica — — 
Barbadoes — — 
II. South America — • 

III. In Greenland — — • 

IV. Labrador — — 
*V. Canada '— -^ -r 
VI. Cape of Good Hope 

VlLTnpqnebar — 
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Jlr /fi/g? Accounts received from f ever al Mifftons. 

I. T? R OM d« Cape of Good Hope. The refidence of 
A our Brethren is about an hundred Engliih miles 
tip the country, where they have found a very fuitable 
fpot for their prefent abode. An Hottentot woman who 
can read the bible, rejoiced exceedingly at the arrival of 
teachers, who could fliew her the way of falvation. Many 
worthy people at the Cape exprefs great fatisfa&ion at the 
renewal of the Million. Our Brethren mention, that the re- 
ports 
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ports and opinions concerning them and their purpofcs are 
various, both good and evil, but that they were filled with 
courage and firm confidence in our Savior, that he would 
be with them and grant them fuccefs. Their lad letters were 
dated in January 1793* but we have fince received more 
accounts concerning them, from a letter, written by a friend 
of the; Brethren, and dated March 2 2d, in which he* men- 
tions, that about forty Hottentots were at prefent "under 
their care j who appear very defirous to be inftru&ed t in the 
vrovdof Cod. 

We very much regret the lofs of a moft worthy and fin* 
cere friend to the Miflion among the Hottentots, by the 
deceafe of the Rev, Mr* Van Lier, a faithful fervant of 
Jefus Chrift, who was called into the joy of his Loyd on the 
2lft of March 1793. 

2. The lateft accounts from Tranquebar inform US of the 
welfare of all our Brethren there. They have confecrated their 
new chapel, and remark, that on that occafion they all ex- 
perienced a remarkable vifitation of grace, by which their 
hearts were richly comforted. Their letters arc dated in 
January and February 1793. 

3. Letters from Paramaribo in South AmflcK£a_ dated 
February 2d and 13th, 1 793, mention the fafe arrival of two 
families of Miffionaries from Europe, after a voyage of feven 
weeks. In Bambey, great hunger, and third appears: among 
the free negroes in the highlands after the word of God ; 
and January 6th, i793> the Miffionaries at Bambey had the 
pleafure to baptize two ef them. 

Letters dated in May give a further account of the pro-' 
gTefe of the work of God among them. Brother Lewi* 
Wiez, of Bambey, writes — u We enjoy many happy days 
" with our fmall congregation of believing ftfee negroes. 
" Our Savior grants unto the people a more folid founda* 
" tion in his precious merits, and a contwual increafe of 
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* tKe knowledge of themfelves, and of his great and unbounded 
*« love to finners. He walks amongft us, and owns the tefti- 
u mony of his death and all-fufficient atonement. In die 

* nipper country, or high lands, the Gofpet fpreads more 

* and more, by means of the conrerfation of the free ne- 

* groeir who are (lined up to fpeak of the truth to their 
" coufttrymen. The negroe afliftants at Bambey vifit them 

* now and then, tq mutual edification." 

In all our Settlements in South America our Brethren Ihre 
in thegreateft harmony and unanimity, and our Lord blefles 
their joint labors. 'The congregation of believing flave-ne- 
groes at Paramaribo, confided at the end of 1792, of 26% 
perfons. 

At Fairfield and Breukelward 45 flare-negroes are bap- 
tized. 

The Indian congregation on the river Corentyn confifted 
of 222 perfons, of whom 148 live together at Hoop. 74 
are (till fcattered in the neighboring forefts. 

4* The veflel which we muft fend annually to the coaft of 
Labrador, to fupply our Mifiionaries there with the necefla- 
ries of life, fet out near a month fooner than ufual, to take 
advantage of the convoy attending the Hudfon's Bay {hips* 
A Miflionary having been on a vifit to Europe, returned with 
her. 

5. The congregation of Chriftian Indians now living on 
River Retrench in Canada, were all well in fpring 1793,, and 
enjoyed reft and peace. They have again built a pretty 
town, and cleared and planted much land, but fudden cold 
and deep fnow had damaged their crops. We were there* 
fore glad to hear, that the Friends, meeting with fome of 
our Indians at Fort Detroit, have very humanely taken notice 
of their necefiities and generoufly afforded them timely re- 
lief, for which our warmeft acknowledgments are due to that 
benevolent community. Congrefs do their utmoft to bring 

about 
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j&out a peace with the Indian nations, whofe Chief* tfere 
afferabled for that purpofe on the rivet Miami, bat hitherto 
unfavorable accounts have bedi received of the fuccefo of 
tfcefc endeavotirs. 

6. In Jamaica our Brethren complain that the progrefs of 
the Gofpel is very flow. The/ have lately been invited to 
preach on an eftate called Peru* 

7. Rom Lichtenfels in Greenland, we received a letter 
dated April it, 1793, by a fliip from Julianenhaab, which 
having been detained there all Iaft winter, did not arrive at 
Copenhagen at the ufual time* On account of the great 
quantity of ice on the coaft, the (hip could not approach near 
enough to Julianenhaab Iaft fpring, and thus the provifions 
fent to our Miffionaxaies were not brought into their neigh* 
fcorhood. However the fa&or at Friedrichihaab kindly con* 
tpived to (end a part of them by another opportunity, in 
$meto prevent any inconvenience. The winter of 179a 
had been uncommonly fevere, with more foow than has been 
fcen at Iichtenau for thefe 23 years. Yet through the mercy 
of God the Greenlanders did not fuffer want, but found a 
fiifficient fupply of the neceffaries of life. But at New 
Herrnhuth they were in much diftrefs for want of provifions, 
and were therefore affifled by the Miffionaries, as much as 
their own poverty would permit, being themfelves reduced 
to great want of fire-wood, infomuch that they were under 
the neceflity of warming their rooms by Greenland lamps, 
and fufiered much inconvenience from the intenfe cold. The 
internal courfe of the congregations has been very pleafing, 
and the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift prevailed amongft 
them. 

Attheclofe of 1792, the congregation at New Herrn- 
huth confifted of 286 j at Lichtenfels of 305 1 and at Lich- 
teipu of 350 perfons. 
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LETTERS/. 

Received by the Brethren's Society for the Furtherance 
of the Gofpely from the Miffions fettled on the Coaji 
of Labrador. 

Frm HOPED ALE, dated Augufi n,i7$> 

Dear Brethren, 

E received your kind letter of May 3£d, 17931 fyfc 



w 



the fafe arrival of the Harmony, and praifed thci 
Lord, that he had again brought both the fliip and compdriy ; 
fafe to us. We return you many thanks, and feel our heart*/ 
ftrengthened by your love, and the kind ' expreffions cqsk. 
tained in your letter. You have again* amply provided for* 
our bodily fuftenance, and we pray", to our Savior that:h* : 
would reward you, by granting to you every bleQing and* 
fupport. Above all we entreat him, that the defire of your 
and our hearts may be foon fulfilled, that his knowledge may r 
cover the earth a^ the waters covey the fea, and his grace ; 
and falvation extend unto alt mankind. It is our particular; 
duty to be faithful in the work committed unto ,us here, as 
it were, in a forlorn part of the earth. We are .thankful • 
that it pleafed the Lord, in the year paft to dwell amongft 
us, and to reveal unto us his Uoving kindneft day by day. 
Of this each individual, as 'weft as our families, and the few 
Efquimaux belonging to our congregation can teftify, to the 
glory of his grace. One growij perfon and a child were 
baptized laft winter, and one Efquimaux Brother was ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Supper. Towards the end of laft year, 
one of the youths living on our premifes, had the misfor^ 
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tune to (hoot himfelf by accident, and a young UTan wa* 
loft at fea in his kajak. During the fui^mer no Efquimaux 
lived at Kippofcak, and wc heard nothing of the Land-Indians. 
The winter was very cold, but we got many partridges, an^ 
fome rain-deer, which fayed our fait prqyiGons, and proved 
often a feafonable and whokfome refrelhmcnt. 

As to the Efquimaux, they were rather ftrartened ' at 
times, for the great quantity of fnow upon the ice prevented 
their finding the holes of the feals, and their chief fupport 
iffirom that quarter. 

Upon reading your letters and accounts, joy and pain 
alternately aflefted our minds. ' We have however this com- 
fbrt, that the Lord permit* nothing to take place but what is 
meant for our good. We regret the lofs of many of hi* 
ftfthful fervants, efpecially thofe more intimately connected 
with us, as our late Brother John Gotthoki Wollin was, and 
can only pray to him that he Would -make all who fucceed 
them in office, as faithful, and as fincerrfy intent upon pro- 
moting his caufe, as thofe were who are gone before us into 
eternal Wifs. 

Our Diary will give you further information concerning 
the courfe of the Miffion here, and we therefore refer you : 
to that for particulars. v To conclude, we pray the Lord to 
bring the (hip and company fafe home, and falute you all, as 
your faithful Brethren and Sifters employed in the Miffioo 
at Hopedale. - i ■ 

(Signed J John Lewis Beck. 

Jamb* Branaoi** 
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From NAIN, dated September j/, 1793. 

V 

DlAREfT BiETHREK, 

YOUR kind letter, dated May aift, fitted our hearts 
with joy and .comfort, being a renewed proof of the 
tender concern you have for ps, and of that fellow-feeling 
in joy and grief, which diftinguiflies trate unity of fpiiit. For 
this great blefiing we give our moft unfeigned thanks to our 
gracious Savior, and likewife particularly for bringing th* 
Harmony, with the company on board, fife unto us, in 
thefe times of war and danger ; for we mull afcribe 'it to 
Him alone, and to his unbounded mercy, for which we can 
never fufficientljr praife him. 

Our dear Brother Morhardt and his wife, with Sifter Rri- 
man, and Brother Branagin, from Hopedale* arrived with 
the Harmony on the *ift of Auguft, and we received them 
with gieat pleafure, joining them in their prayers, that the 
Lord would blefs them, and grant fuccefs to their fcrvice in 
this Million, and praifing him in fellowship for the gracious 
'prefervation they had experienced on' their voyage hither. 
Brother Morhardt will remain at Nain. Brother Rofe and 
his family go from hence to Okkak, where they purpofe 
fpending the enfuing winter, and returning to us in fpring 
withHedges. ? 

We are forry not to be able to give you the pleafing ac- 
count, that the poor Efquirhaux begin truly to fee their 
wretch^dand undone ftate by nature, and to turn with their 
whole hearts to the Lord Jefus Chrift, their only Savior. 
We pray moft fervently to him, that he would foon fend 
help from above, and caufe the hour of their vifitation to 
£ome f that they may fly unto him for refuge, healing, and 
cleaning, and be delivered from the power and dominion of 

Ee 2 Satan,, 
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Satan. As to our (mail flock of baptized Efquimaux, we 
«can fay thus much : That notwithstanding fome painful oc- 
currences, both in the clafs of the baptized and communi- 
cants, moft of them have remained faithful, and an increafe 
in grace has been perceptible in fome, who now prefer our 
Savior, and, the things pertaining to their foul's falvation, to 
to every other " mattes of pleafure" (as they term it), and 
cxprefsly declare, that they delight more and more in Jefus, 
and wifli to live unto and ferve him. Tet we cannot but 
feel a -continual anxious concern, that our Savior would de- 
liver this whole poor nation, which is fo deeply rooted in 
the habitual practice of every vice, that he may fee in them 
the reward of the travail of his foul, and be fatisfied $ we 
fhould then be greatly encouraged by the fuccefs of his work, 
to fpend every power of foul and body in the promotion of 
it. Meanwhile we pray unto him daily, that he would grant 
lis the grace, in humility and faith to preach the word of 
Jiis atonement, and with all boldnefs to declare, from the ex- 
perience of our hearts, that Chrift Jefus is the Savior of the 
*yorld. The power of the word of the Crofs of Chrift 
alone can accompliQi fo great a work* 

Two unmarried women, Nukefak, Daniel's daughter; 
pid Ekkaluk, Solomon's daughter, have been baptized : The 
firft on the 19th of February, called Efther, and. the fecond 
pn the 31ft of March, called Rachel, Both have lived, fince 
laft fpring, in one tent upon our premifes, that they might 
be out of the ^yay of temptation and fedudtion. They can 
read well; and their greateft pleafure confifts in read- 
ing the Harmony of the four Evangelifts, and the hymns 
tranflated into the Efquimaux language. Solomon's infant 
fon was alfo baptized, at the repeated requeft of both pa- 
rents^ and the mother was admitted to be a candidate for 
the Lord's Supper. But alas ! we foon after discovered, that 
both father and mother had been fecretly guilty of fuck things, 

that 
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•that we were under die neceffity of excluding them from our 
•icllowfhip. Nathaniel is in the fame deplorable ftate. Both 
he and his family had obtained permiffion to return and lire 
here, having parted with Sybilla, who went to live with 
our people at Okkak. He firft appeared cheerful and con- 
tented, and was even re-admitted to the congregation* 
But in fpring he fent again for Sybilla, and made her his 
fecond wife, thus purpofely feparating himfelf from the fel- 
lowiQiip of' the congregation. This chccumftance gave us 
much pain and diftrefs of mind. 

Samuel and his wife feemed alfo difpofed to forfake us, 
but after many kind and ferious exhortations, they have al- 
tered their intention, and promifed to turn .again with their 
whole heart to our Savior. Tuglavina's and SikGgak's fa- 
milies went, contrary to tKeir prpmife, to other places, 
where they fpent the winter in many wicked ways. Tugla- 
vina is often very uneafy in his confeience, and promifes 
to return, but cannot put his good xefolutions into execu- 
tion. His wife is a faithful, confeientious woman, who 
cleaves to the Lord with her heart) but (he fuffers much from 
her hufband, when they are abfent from us. May God have 
mercy upon all thefc poor people! At the clofe of laft year the 
following perfons lived on our land in 4 winter-houfes :— 14 
baptized grown perfons, 5 baptized children, 3 candidates 
for baptifm, 19 unbaptized grown perfons, 19 unbaptized 
children. In all 60. 11 out of the 14 baptized are com- 
municants. • As to the particular courfe of our Esquimaux, 
our Brethren will hear more from our Diary. In externals, 
they have had a good winter, and fuffered no hunger. One 
boatpaffed by from the north to the fouth fettlement. Two 
returned from thence, and one of the crews flay here to 
hunt rain-deer, but intend to return to the fouth. 

We have great caufe to praife our Lord and Savior, that 
he has granted to us in the year paft his precious prefence 
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and peace; and. that notwithftandiflg our manifold infirnft* 
ties -and failings, his mercies have been daily new. We aifc 
thankful) that the weaknefc of Brother Rofe's >eye$ has not 
increafed, though we cannot fpeak much as to his recovery. 
Brother Burgkhardt having been appointed to affift him in 
the fuperintcndettcy of the Miffion, we have received him 
in much love, and commend him to our Savior, that he 
may blcfs and fupport him in thjs new charge. 

Our Brother Kriegelftein was feized on the 7th of June 
laft with a complaint in his .bowels, which was fucceededby 
ar rheumatic pain in both arms, by which, efpecially his right 
arm was entirely lamed, and though all means in our powet 
have been tried, they have hitherto proved unfuccefsful is 
removing the diforder. We are therefore glad that he hat 
an opportunity of returning this year to Europe, where he 
may perhaps find more effectual relief. We not only pray 
for his reftoration to health, but we recommend him and hi* 
wife to your kind care, being affturcd that you will receive 
them with all tendernefs and a£Fe&ion. The reft of the 
Brethren and Sifters here have remained in good health. In 
externals, we have reafon to be very . thankful for the freth 
provifions, with which, by the mercy of our heavenly Father, 
wc were provided in the year paft, and alfo for your re» 
peftttd goodnefs in fending us the ufual fupply of all the n?+ 
c£flarics of life. 

We felt pain in reading the account you give us of the 
unexpected deceafe of our late Brother Wollin. He was -a 
faithful feivant in the houfc of the Lord, and not only the 
Million in Labrador, but all our Millions in every part of 
the world, will have great jjaufe to regret his lots. 

We were very forry not to receive the whole fet of ac* 
founts and diaries from our congregations and Millions, by 
the too early departure of the fliip from London, and as the . 
jading of thefe accounts tends fo much to our fpiritua) corot 
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fort and edification, and to preferve that love and unity of 
. Ipirit which pervades our whole <*urch in all parts of the 
world ; we entreat you to cranfmk thofe parts which ar» 
wanting, and have therefore fubjoined a lift. 

To conclude, we pray to our Savior, that he would pre- 
ferve you, -dear Brethren, and make you further willing and. 
able to promote his MeHed caufc among the heathen nation^ 
and lay a fpecial bleffing upon all your deliberations and 
Endeavours/ We recommend ourfelves to your continued* 
love, prayers, and remembrance before the Lord, and re- 
main in thfe fellowfliip of Jefus Chrift our Loid and Head, 
jour faithful Brethren and Sifters at Nain. 

(Signed) Ch*. Liwjs Rose. 

John Hastiho. 



from OKKAK, dated November 20th, 1793. 

PV4R Brethren, 

WE received your affectionate letter of May 22d oil 
the iqth of Auguft, for which we retilfn you our 
bfft thanks The Harmony arrived cm the 13th of Sep- 
tember fafe in our bay, and we had the plcafure to wel- 
come our Brethren Rofe and Kricgclftcia, with their fami- 
lies, and Sifter Reiman. Brother Branagin carafc front 
Hopedak to refide here* We received thefe guefts with 
jouch love, and praifed our Savior for his kind protection 
granted unto them during the voyage. On the % i 9th -of Sep- 
tember Brother Benjamin Kohlmeifter was married to the 
fingle Sifter EKXRciman, and Brother Branagin to the widow 
Sifter Freeh. Brother Xurncr add his wife return to you, 
t wuh 
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with our bcft wifhes ahd prayers for their fafe arrival* Tori 
know that they have ferved this Million many years with , 
^aithfulnefs, and we recommend them to your love. 

Though our Diary will inform you of the particulars re-* 
lating to our daily courfe, we will premifc the following :— 
As to us European Brethren and Sifters, you will perceive 
that our heavenly Father has gracioufly been pleafed. to care 
for us, and the Spirit of grace and truth has continually re- 
vealed Jefus Chrift unto our hearts, as the only fource of 
peace and confolation. In externals we have been well pro- 
vided, and a? a good quantity of frefli meat was procured* 
this year, we remained all in good health. 

We return to you many thanks for the kind care yo« 
again have taken of us this year, by fending us the neceflary 
provifions, and though we are Xometimes anxious about the 
great expence attending the Miflion, we rejoiced to perceive 
by your letter, that your cpnfidence in God remains unfhaken, 
that he will enable you to carry on the work entrufted unto 
you ; in which hope we pray you may never be afhamed. 

But, dear Brethren, as to the chief object of your and 
our endeavours in this country, namely, the bringing of 
thefe poor flaves of fin and Satan to the knowledge of God 
our Savior, who has redeemed them from him who kept 
them in bondage, we muft own, that there has not appeared 
, that fuccefs which we could wifh. We have witnefled fomc 
peculiar inftanccs of the power of the enemy, and how he 
watches to draw the poor Esquimaux into his fnares. From 
our Diary of May laft, you will fee the moft doleful proofs 
of his art and malice ; and in Auguft and O&ober you will 
read an account of two baptized Efqulmaux who have died in 
their fins. However, notwithftanding thefe afflicting occur- 
rences, the labor pf the Holy Ghoft has been evidently traced 
in the hearts of thofe of our people, who have remained faith- 
ful j and though the progrefs of the Lord's work appears but 
4 flow, 
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flow, we have fufficicnt proofs that it has flot ccafecL 
Laft winter we readmitted fix to the meetings of the bap- 
tized, who formerly had been excluded on account of various 
deviations, and one woman was admitted among the can- 
didates for baptifm. Our fervent wifli and prayer is, that 
thefe and all the reft may be more grounded and eftabliftied 
in the faith and knowledge of themfelves and their 
Redeemer. Their walk would then teftify of their true con- 
verfion of heart, and preach more to their countrymen than 
all our words. This can be alone effe&ed through the 
almighty power of God* 

The account of the departure of our much-refpe&ed 
Brother J. G. Wollin was painful to us, for we have en- 
joyed his faithful fervices from the very beginning of the 
Million in Labrador. He is now at reft with Chrift, and we 
ought to be refigned to the Lord's will ; for what he does 
is well done. May he prepare us all, as faithful fervants to 
follow our departed Brother into the joy of our Lord. We 
recommend ourfelves and the Million under our care to your 
prayers and kind remembrance before the Lord, and pray him 
to bring the (hip and company fafe unto you. We re- 
main your faithful Brethren and Sifters at Okkak. 

(Signed) Geo. Schmidtman. 

B. KoHLMElSTER, 



N. B. The fliip Harmony, Captain Frafcr, fent annually 
by the Brethren's Society fqr the Furtherance of the Gofpel, 
to fupply the Miflionayips on the coaft of Labrador with 
provisions, &c. left Okkak, the moft northern fettlcment, on 
the 22d of November, wkh the Miflionaries David Kriegel- 
ftein, and William Turner, and their wives, on board. Their 
paflage to the Orkneys was remarkably bojfterous, and for 
fcveral days and nights it blew fo hard, and the fea ran fo 
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high, that the captain and (eamen were under grett appre* 
henfions for the fafety of the (hip. However, through the 
kind providence of God, they arrived fafe, on the 25th of 
December) at Stromncfs, from whence we received the firft 
account of the (hip's return on the 13th of January. The 
Society had fufiercd fome uncafinefs, on account of the un* 
ufaal delay of her return, which led to various conjectures. 
As we naturally fuppofed, that, by going with the Hudfon's 
Bay convoy in May, fbc muft arrive rather too early on the 
coaft, to find an eafy entrance into any of our harbours, on 
account of the great quantity of drift ice at that time of the 
year, fome feared, that a misfortune might have befaHen 
her among the icej or, fuppofing her fafely arrived on the 
coaft, that (he was blocked up by the ice entering the bay of 
Okkak in auttimn, which had nearly been the cafe laft year ; 
or that (he had met with fome accident, in returning home 
at fo late a feafon, in the late fevere dorms* Though we 
did not lofe that confidence in God, with which we are jttftly 
infptred, when we confidcr, that he has gracioufly averted all 
harm from the (hip and compatty, now above twenty years, 
yet we muft own that the profpeft fometimes appeared rather 
gloomy ; and we frequently joined in prayer, that he would 
bring the (hip and our Brethren fafe to us* He anfwered 
our prayers, and our timidity was put toihame. From Yar* 
mouth Roads, we received on the 18th the painful account 
that Brother Kriegelftein had departed this life, by occaGon 
of an inflammatory diforder in his lungs, added probably 
to another complaint, of whicfo* mention is made in the 
letter from Nain. He had been on (hore at Sttomnefs, where 
the company went to church. Both at church, and m re- 
turning on board, after walking a good deal for exercife, he 
appears to have caught a violent cold, which at length 
brought on an inflammation, and battened his diflblution. 
He expe&ed it himfelf, and cxprefied his resignation to the 
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*iU of the Lord, to whom he had devoted himfclf in life 
tad death. The letter which brought the account of hit 
4epartufe 9 jaentioned at the btnc time, that the reft of the 
p*fleQger*i and alraoft the whole crew, were ailing t upon 
which two of the members of the Society vest down the 
river to meet them, and to adminifter fome comfort and 
tffiftagce, efpecially to the widow of our late Brother. They 
met the {hip in Long Reach, and arrived with the paflengei* 
fc London op the aoth of January* The corpfe of our hfie 
Brother Kriegelftein was alb fafdy brought on ihore, and 
interred on the 2 ad, in our buryiag-gteund at Chelfea. The 
funeral difcourfe was delivered from Jer. xxxi. 25. IhavtfoA* 
mftd the weary foul) and I have repUm/bed every forrvwfnl foul* 

Our late Brother 
DAVEQ KRIEGELSTEIN 
was born at Brinkenhof, in Livonia, Septembcr^th, 1 743. His 
father having been caft into priibn at Peterfburgh, in the year 
1 747 (of which a fliort account may be feen in the Hiftory of 
the Brethren, page 493 ), bis mother carried him as an infant 
toGeimany, and on die journey experienced in a variety of 
fingular providences, the gracious interpofition of God for 
her own and her child's fafety. He was then educated at 
feveral fchools eftablilhed by the Brethren in Upper Lufatia* 
In an extenfive account of the firft part of his life, commu- 
nicated to us by his widow, he takes notice that the fufierings 
of his parents was the occafion of his being treated with 
extraordinary kindnefs as a child, and owns, that this fe^m* 
ing preference had in the beginning a bad influence upon his 
mind, till by the light of the gofpel, he was taught to 
know and confefs himfelf a (inner before God, When the 
Lamb of God, which takcth away the fin of the world, waf 
pointed out unto him, he embraced the do&rine of the all- 
fufficieat atonement of Jefus Chrift, and the merits of his * 
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fufferings and death, in fervent faith, and devoted himfelf 
a ■willing facrifice to him, as the due reward for the travail 
of his foul. In the year 1773, he was attacked by a very 
fevere fit of illnefs, fo that the phyficians pronounced* him 
to be paft recovery. He himfelf defired to depart and^ to- 
be with Chrift, and when he recovered, contrary to all ex- 
pectation, he obferves, " that he did not rightly know how 
€< to defcend again into the concerns of this poor world, 
w having already enjoyed the rapturous hopes of being tranf- 
" lated into the prefence of his God and Redeemer." By 
this illnefs his conftitution received a 1 great (hock, and was 
much weakened. Yet he felt more than ever v a defire to 
fpend the remainder of his days and ftrength in the fervice 
of the Lord, and firft accepted a place as tutor to a wor- 
thy family in Livonia, but meeting there with fome difagrec- 
able circumftances, which in his account he very inge- 
nuoufly confeflcs to have been occafioned by his own fault* 
he returned to Germany in 1777. He confiders his return 
as a particular providence, and extols in very grateful terms 
the mercy and goodnefs of our Savior, whofe covenant 
with him remained firm, in leading him thus back into a 
fituation more calculated to preferve him from this evil 
world; for he had many very advantageous offers, which might 
have led him entirely aflray, none of which he could find 
freedom to accept. In 1779 he received a call to labor in 
the Miffion on the coaft of Labrador, of which he accepted 
with expreflions of great humility, and an heartfelt fenfe of 
his infufficiency. 

He arrived Auguft 22d, 1780, at Nain, after a very dan- 
gerous paflage, efpecially through the ice on the coaft of 
Labrador. He obfervesi that though he had very often care- 
fully examined both the bright and dark fide of the fituation 
of a Miflionary 5 and, in prayer to the Lord, received fuch 
comfort and courage, that he entered upon his journey with 

a cheerful 



a cheerful mind, yet on feeing the coaft of Labrador, and 
the appearance of the country, his heart mifgave him for a 
moment, and he fpent the firft day moftly in tears. But on 
retiring to b$d, opprefled with uncommon gloom, he turned 
in prayer to God, and befought him, that if it were his gra- 
cious will, that he fliould ferve him in that country, he 
would mercifully and powerfully convince him of it in 
that very hour. " Upon which," fays he, " I felt fuch 
u an amazing difplay of his prefence and peace, and 
<c fuch a change wrought within my forrowful heart, that 
a nothing but bodily fight feemed wanting to convince me, 
a that with his own lips he fpoke peace to my foul, and ac- 
c< cepted of me as his fervant. I am now fo fully allured, 
u that it is my Lord's will that I live in this country, 
" dhat if the whole world would endeavour to perfuade me to 
'* the contrary, they could not prevail." He ferved the Mif- 
fion in Labrador thirteen years withfaithfulnefs,mad£ a good 
proficiency in the language, and was refpe&ed by the Efqui- 
maux. He alfo affiled them and the European Brethren and 
Sifters with his medical knowledge, having in the early part 
of his life applied himfelf to the ftudy of medicine. In the 
beginning he enjoyed a pretty good ftate of health, till of late 
years his ftrength began to fail. His wife was a kind and 
tender nurfe to him, and after the attack of the rheumatifm, 
which befel him in June 1793, as mentioned in the letter 
from Nain, (he exerted great faithfulnefs and patience in 
attending him. It was hoped that a voyage to Europe, and 
the (kill of European phyfictans, would, under the bleffi- 
ing of God, reftore him to health; but it pleafed the Lord 
to call him to eternal xeft, as above defcribed, on the lath 
of January 1794, in the 50th year of his age. 
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ExtraBofa Litter from Brother Chriftian David Rathe t$ 
the Secretary of the Society in London. 

Zeist, Oa. 14, 1793. 

IT afforded particular pleafure to our Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gofpd, in a meeting held a few days 
after the arrival of your letter, to hear its contents, and I am 
commiffioncd to exprefs to your Society our moft cordial 
thanks for your love and kind participation in our welfare, 
and for your good wifhes and prayers in our behalf. We 
lunqe met together, in reliance Upon our gracious Lord alone, 
lor we can make no Recount of our own ftrength and abilities. 
But with him it is a light thing to help, either by many or by 
few. Continue to pray for us, that he may be with us, and 
grant unto our feeble endeavours, bkffing and fuccefs. We 
will likewife bear your Society in remembrance in our 
prayers. 

According to your defire, I here fend you enclofed fome 
further and more circumftantial account of our inftitution, 
with die rules of our Society, and a lift of the prefect mem* 
bers. As to the rules, we have laid thofc adopted by you, 
and by our North American Brethren, as the foundation, 
and have only made a few alterations as circumftances re* 
quired. 

•We (hall be glad to eftablifh a regular comefpondenct 
with you, and beg you to fend us your printed accounts re* 
jularly. 

I am, &c« 
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Some Account of the Brethren's Society in the United Nether^ 
lands fir the Propagation of the Gofpel among the Heathen* 

FOR Aefe feveral years paft, adefirehas generally pre- 
vailed among our Brethren and friends in Holland, that 
a Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel among the Hea- 
then might be again eftabliflied in the United 'Netherlands. 
A Society of this description was eftabliflied at Amfterdam, 
and met regularly from the year 1746 to 1750, from which 
the Miffions among the Heathen received confiderable aflift- 
ance. The blcffing of God attending the eftablMhments o£ 
fimilar Societies by our Brethren in England, and lately in 
North America, was a great inducement to renew this defire, 
efpecially by occafion of the -revival of our Miffion to the 
Hottentots at the Cape of Good Hope j and many friends 
and well-wHhers to the caufe of our Savior in -the worfd, 
who fervently pray for its profperity, and value the work 
which God has wrought in different parts of the Gentile 
world, joined in expreffing their willingnefs to fupport and 
further the views of fuch a fociety. 

We believed that the prefent time was fuitable to fts efta- 
blHhment in Holland, and therefore communicated our 
thoughts to the Committee appointed to fuperintend die con- 
cerns of the Brethren's Miffions. After mature deliberation 
in the prefence of God, they agreed tothepropofal, and the 
Brethren Chriftian David Rothe, Renatus Van Laer, an4 
Erich Von Ranzau, refiding at Zeift, were comnriffioned to 
draw up rules or ftatutes, and to propofe perfons, who 
had the confidence and approbation of their Brethren, to be- 
come members of the Society, This being done, and the 
rules (which much refemble thofe of the Brethren's So- 
ciety in London for the Furtherance of the Gofpel) having 
been carefully revifed and approved, a company of 35 Bre- 
thren, 
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thren, living at Zeift, met on May 23d, 1 793, to whom 
Brother Rothe gave a clear idea of the views and principles, 
of the Society, which was now about to be formed, and then 
read the rules to the company prefent. At the conclufion of 
this meeting, the Brethren were requefted maturely to coa- 
fider, whether, with thefe views, they could form themfelves 
into a Society or not. All who were then prefent, except one, 
declared, in the following days, that they greatly rejoiced ia 
being thus called upon to take a nearer fhare in the further* 
anccof the caufe of God among theHeathen. Several of the mi- 
nifters of the Brethren's congregations in other towns in Hol- 
land having joined them, the firft folemn meeting of the Bre- 
thren's Society in the United Netherlands^ for the Propagation of 
the Go/pel among the Heathen, was held on the 28th of May. 
Brother Rothe, as prefident, opened the ipeeting with a dif- 
courfc on the words — Tht Lord our God will we ferve> and 
his voice will we obey, Jofhua, xxiv, 24. — treating of the will- 
lingnefr of heart fo effentially requifite in the fcrvice of the 
Lord. This he applied particularly to the views pf the af« ^ 
fcmbly prefent, which are,, as much as lies in us, to promote 
the caufe of our bleffed Savior among the Heathen nations. 
Then the company, kneeling down, implored the Lord 
mercifully to look upon the willingnefs of our hearts, to 
grant us the needful grace, ftrength and perfeverance, and 
to crown our labors with his blcfUng. The peace of God f 
powerfully felt on this occafion by all prefent, convinced us, 
that he has gracioufly heard our prayers. We then entered 
into a folemn covenant to be faithful and a&ive in his fer- 
vice, through his enabling grace* 

The rules being once more read, they were figned by all 
prefent, and it was refolved to print them in the Low Dutch 
language. 

In the fecond fitting in the afternoon, 6 brethren were ap* 
pointed by a majority of votes, to conftitute a committee to 
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trattfaft the current buGnef9 of the Society, , and a book* 
keeper and treafurer* a fecretiry and two {Servants, were no^ 
ininated. At the third fitting, fome agreeable accounts juft 
Received from the Miflionaries at the Gape of Good Hope 
were communicated to the company pjrefent. 

At the laft meeting of the Society, held 0£taber ad, fif* 
jteen honorary members were cbofen. 



The lateft Accounts received from fever dl Mifftoris \ 

THE Miffionaries Schneller and Reichel at BafTeterte, 
in St. Kitt's* have transmitted to us the following 
account of the dreadful hurricane which raged on that 
Iflind in Augutt laftl 

44 Aiiguft 12th, after eight o'clock in the morning, the 
gales became very violent, and one black cloud rofe 
after the other* There were likewife frequent heavy (howers, 
with cold cutting tain, driven along by a furious wind. At 
noon we expe&cd nothing lefs than a hurricane. About 6 
in the evening, the ftorm tore up one of our hrgeft box* 
trees by the roots, aiid the face of the flcy attained a moft 
tremendous appearance. At 7 we all affembled in the church, 
being the firmed of our buildings, where we joined in prayer; 
that the Lord would preferve this ifland, the poor negroes, 
ftnd us* About 9, the gufts of wind from the north were 
exceffively violent, and the church began to crack, as if 
Cruised by fome immenfe weight. We ventured to look 
. oql, "and difcovered one of our locuft-trees thrown down* 
fell the fpouts and gutters torn off the buildings, and in the 
garden every thing was level with the ground. Soon after 
the wind flufted to the fouth. All the pallifedoes and fences 
were immediately torn up, and now the fecond locuft*tre£ 
gave way, and fell upon the dwelling-houfe. It was next to 
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a miracle that its fall did not entirely dcmolift the houfes 
however it injured it greatly. We know not as yet what da* 
mage may have been done in the ifland. After the ftorni 
was over / wc thanked our Savior with tears of gratitude, 
that he had fo gracioufly prefcrved our lives, church and 
houfes." Brother Reichel was then very poorly in heakh, 
but has fince recovered. Brother John Miller arrived at Sti 
Kit^s September 30th, as an afliftant in the Miflion. The 
work of God among the negroes continues to be blefled with 
profperity, and many have been added to the Chriflian. 
Church by holy baptifm, in the year 1793. 

%. In Antigua malignant fevers prevailed in fpring 1793, 
by which alfo fame of our Miffionaries were attacked ; but, 
by theblefling of God, they have all recovered. Brother 
Tfchirpe has fucceeded our late Brother Watfon in the fu» 
perintendeacy of that Miflion, and arrived there in June, 
after a tedious voyage, The hurricane which affe&ed other 
iflands in Auguft, paffed over without doipg much damage 
in Antigua. On tha firft prayerrday after the arrival of 
Brother Tfchirpe at St. John's, he had the pleafur^ to fee 45 
negroes baptized, and 5$ received among the candidates for 
baptifm. The Miflion is on the increafe, and our Brethren 
there call upon us to pray fervently to the Lord, that he 
would prepare and fend more-laborers into the harveft. 

3. From North America we have received agreeable ac* 
counts concerning the congregation of believing Indians, 
redding at river Retrench, or Thames. The Miffionaries 
write, that they are all well, and that our Savior beftows 
great grace and mercy upon the Indian congregation. Many 
ftrange Indians come to hear the Gofpel, and they hope not 
without effe&. The governor of Upper Canada had ho- 
, nored them with two vifits, both on his journey from Nia^ 
gara to Detroit, and on his return. He was prefent at the 
fiaily worfbip of the Indians, and exprefled his iatisfattipiu 
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at their having received the Gofpel. He defired alfo, that the 
congregation might beinformed, how much he had been edi- 
fied in feeing Indians worfliip God fo devoutly ; that they 
(houW continue to be faithful to their teachers, and obey the 
word of God, and by their ihcreafe m virtue and diligence, 
excite more of their nation to follow their example* Perceiv- 
ing the Indians to be in w&nt of com, he gencroufly ordered, 
that they (hould receive 200 bufiieh from the (lores in ad- 
vance, and gave them as much land on both fides the river, 
as is neceffary for a regular townlhip. 

By the laft letters, dated in July 1793, there are as yet no 
certain hopes of a lafting peace with the Indian nations. 

4. After an anxious fufpenfe, and many fears, concerning 
the fate of our Miffionaries in the Danifh Weft-India iflands, 
in the late tremendous hurricane, we were relieved by let- 
ters dated Auguft 18th, 20th, and 30th, which give the fol- 
lowing account of that calamity : It did not rage as violently 
at St.. Croix as at St. Thomas and St. Jan. The latter ifland 
fuffcred moft. At New Herrnhut, and Niflcy, in St. Thomas, 
only the fmall houfes, (lables, negroe-houfes, pallifadoes, 
fpouts, gutters, and galleries, with fome good cane-fields, 
were deftroyed, but the church and dwelling-houfes have 
been fpared. About 46 veflels were wrecked on the coaft, 
and great devastation was made throughout the whole ifland. 
• In St. Jan, the hurricane was fo exceffively furious, that 
the pldeft people do not remember any thing like it. Qf our 
two fettlements, Emmaus and Bethany, the latter was moft 
expofed to the deftruflive violence of the ftorm. It began 
Cm the 1 tth of Auguft in the evening, and before ^awn on , 
the 13th, our Brethren, and many white and black people, 
who had led to them from the neighbourhood, could hardly 
find flidter in any of their buildings. About 8 in the morn- 
ing the wind veered about to the fotith, and all the negroe* 
Koiifes ^rere fwept away sit onc#» Soon. after the whole 
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thurch fell, with a dreadful cracking noife, being brdkctf 
into a thoufand pieces, the ruins fifing about in the air. 
Beams, fliingles, TafterS, and boards were carried to a great 
diftance* and none durft venture out of the houfe, without 
the mod imminent danger of his life. The dwelting-houfe 
itfelf was filled, with fea-water, which* being driven by the 
violence of the wind upon the roof, ran in (breams into the 
apartments* The whole building trcgibied and cracked, and 
the inhabitants expe&ed every moment to be buried in its ru*> 
ins. Meanwhile they were affiftcd by the negroes m fattening 
the r6of with ropes* and in hailing up the doors, windows, and' 
every crevice* till at laft they were ' (juite overcome with fa- 
tigue and hunger, added to the wet and cold, fot they had only 
a loaf and an half to divide among 26 perfons* A little water 
fweetened with molafles, vfras the only drink they ceroid pro- 
cure. Having thus fpent the night of the ^thinaraoftdiftrefT- 
ing dotation, the wind abated early on the 14th, and they 
M*r law with forrow the ruins of their church and out-houfes 
fcattered up and down their premifes* They then affembled, 
and praifed God for their own fafety. In the courfe of the 
day the fty cleared, and the fun (hone fo warm, that they 
found an opportunity of drying their furniture, cloaths, and 
bedding. When they few the damage done in. ail parts of 
the ifland, where the planters have loft their dwelling-houfes* 
ftores, fugar-works, and much cattle, they were the more 
excited to tbankfulnefs for the prefervation of their dwelling. 
The thickeft trees in the woods were broken off in the middlei 
all the caflabi grounds were torn up, and the garden crops ut- 
terlyxlcftroycd. Allveflels caft of Smith's Bay and CrofsBay 
are wrecked, and many people loft their lives. At Emmau% 
another fettkment of our Miflion, the church and dwelling- 
houfe are fafej all other buildings art deftroyed* Our Bre* 
thren and. Sifters there were likewife in the moil imminent 
danger, but now praife God everywhere for their deliverance* 

t 
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ExtraB afaDiaryvfthe My/ion among tie Free Negkois * s 
living atBambey m the River Sarameca in Surinam *, in Soutb 
America. 

4 • A Tic dtofe of the yea? 1791, Ac congregation of be- 

JlJu lieving free negroes at Bambey confided of 29 pet- 
ions, to baptized children included. ": 

January \fi y 1792^ we had a bufy day, arid a great many 
men, women) and children came to congratulate us on the 
• new year. Several .ftraage negroes attended the preaching 

in the forenoon, whom we had never feen before ; fume in- 
deed came evidently with no other intention, than to difplay 
s their gaudy drefo. At noon all our own people dined to* 

i gether. On the jth, Chriftian, David, Simon, Peter, and 

• Matthew, returned from Paramaribo, and brought us letters 
from our Brethren there* They related, that they and their 
* fellow-travellers had called upon the manager of a plantation, 

who enquired, whether any of the company were baptized. 
Upon hearing that fome belonged to our congregation, he aflced 
I them, tf what they believed, and what their minifter taught 

* Jv". B. This race of negroes are defendants of flaves, who 
having efcaped from the plantations, bad taken up their abode 
in the inacceffible woods of the interior country, from whence 
they committed great depredations in the cultivated lands. At 
ftngth the Dutch government eftablifhed a peace with them and 
their captains, and having expreffed a wi(h, in the year 16?, that 
the Brethren would fend miffionaries among them, a miflion was 
begun in December 1 765. The tirft Brethren, wh^evoted them- 
ielves to this arduous feivice, endured almoli inconceivable hard* 
(hips, and feveral valuable men departed this life loon atter their 
arrival, owi-g to the unwbolefomenefs of thp climate; but God 
bleffed the preaching of the Gofpd far the falvation of many 
fouls. For a further account, fee Crantz's H&ory of the 
Brethren. 
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* them?" Chriftian made anfwer: a We believe, that 
u Jefus Chrift is the true God, manifeft in the flelh j that he 
€i died for our fins, and flied his blood for us on the crofs ; 
€t and that now, whoever believes truly on him, is converted, 
€t and no more ferve6 fin, {hull obtain everlafting life through 

# his merits.*' Several white people being prefent, Chrif- 
tian's courage failed to proceed, but Peter beckoning to him, 
faid, " Be not afraid, fpeak out." Upon which Chrift ian 
continued boldly to bear tcftimony to the truth. The heathen 
negroes who came with them from Paramaribo, having 

. brought a great quantity of brandy from thence, there was 
much drunkennefs and rioting in the village, during the 
whole ne±t week. On the 21ft, Paul, whom we had lately 
baptized in the highlands, arrived here on his way to Pa* 
ramaribo. John led him to our dwelling, and in converging 
with him, we rejoiced to find, that he has not loft his love te 
pur Savior, but ads uprightly and faithfully, according to the 
bed of his knowledge. He afked many queftions, and we 
gave him the beft advice we could. We then commended 
him in praye? to the Lord, that He would continue to guide 
him by his Spirit, and caufe him to fhine as a light among his 
countrymen. Since Brother Wiez's laft vifit to the high-r 
lands, feyeral pther free negroes there have earneftlyen* 
quired after the w^y of falvation, and as they mod urgently 
repeat their defire to be vifited again, we refolved that 
Brother Randt mould go to them. In Paul's company were 
two negroes, who have been awakened by the Gofpel, and 
attended our evening fervice. The 23d, we had a meeting 
with fix of our people, who had cleared and planted a field 
belonging to the church, and carried its produce to Para- 
maribo for fale, for which they had received about twenty 
florins. We explained to them, in what manner this money 
fhould be applied to defray the necefiary expences of the 
f&S^ 1 ? *$& ttay promjfed to ylant a field every year for 
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that purpofe. February.2d, John Arobini w$nt to Par^mdi, 
nto, to lay down his office of chief captain of the free negroes* 
The fubordinate captains having always difputes eithe* 
among themfelves or wjtb the Dutch government, John 
found his office very troublefome, and by endeavouring to re* 
Cpncile all parties, loft Vhe confidence of all. This cir- 
cumftance, and the convi'ftion that the office itfelf provei 
rather an hindrance to his growth in grace, made him refolvc 
to feek his difmifllon ; but his etideavours were vain, tot goi* 
vernment would not part with him in that capacity. The 
13th, Paul returned from Paramaribo, and as he and his 
company wlflied to hear fomething of our {Javior, and ft aid' 
here over night for that purpofe, we had a,n extraordinary 
meeting with thero. They promifed to fend a boat to fetch 
Brother Randt to the highlands. On the 19th,' Chriftian'sf 
mother-in-law came hither, and wanted forcibly to prevent* 
her daughter's going to our church, declaring, that it would 
accelerate her death. t Chriftian replied : u Mother, my 
* wife is no more a child, for I have had five children by her, 
u and ihe knows to diftipgujlh between, good and bad, • 
n You will commit a .gifeatjfiry if J you* prevent her from, 
fk walking in the path of life j Jbut let me tell you, that i£ 
•* you even perjift, it will oe in vain, for oiir Savior fays, He 
u that loveth father or mother more than rhei Is not worthy 
•j of me. ,f On the 24th, Brother Randt was taken ill, and 
we were apprehenfive, that he would not be able to go to the 
highlands. But being better on the ift of March, and a 
boat arriving from thence, he refolved tb fet out on the id* 
Brother Wiez was alfo taken ill, and many of the negroea 
fickened about this time ; for after a long drought, we have 
had a very Wet feafon, and the putrid vapors, tifing from 
the thick woods, were fo powerful, that we found it necefjary 
p mix vinegar with all our victuals. On the 15th, Brother 
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Randt returned to us from the highlands, and gate us (he 
following account of his journey. 

c< March ad, the Scripture text for the day was very en- 
couraging to me : The earth Jball be full of the knowledge ef 
the Lordy as the waters cover thefea< Ifa. xi. 9. I fpent the 
firft night at the dwellings of my boatmen, with the fo-called' 
Domine negroes. Here one of our communicants, called 
Simony lives, his wife, being an unbaptized woman, not 
chuling to live nearer to us. I went to fee him, and found an* 
opportunity of preaching the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift to a pretty 
large company of negroes. One young man was particularly 
attentive, and when, on the following day, t returned to 
tie fame place, I found him fitting among a number of peo- 
ple, relating ^o them wfiat he had heard from me. 'V^hen* 
fee had finifhed, I proceeded to Tpeak .^p them of our Savior/ 
and they exprefled great aftonfthment, to hear, that the 
Creator of all things had become a man, and ihed his blobct 
for us, and even for fuch who were fo ungrateful, that they* 
would not even confider his .great ldve towards them. 1 told 
them, that they fliould not onlyftog and wonder, but believe 
that Jefus had fuffered for them, ant! turn with their whale , 
hearts unto him; for on that great, day^ every individual 
foul, to whom the* Gofpel has been preached, mud give an 
account whether he has received it in faith or not. I had 
much converfation with the above young man, who'feemed 
truly awakened. The inhabitants of this place are remark- 
ably funk in idolatry. To this indeed it was owing, that I 
was detained here a whole day, for which I was not forry, as . 
I found f*me, who liftcned attentively to the Gofpel. My 
boatmen had to make a facrifice, which they did in the 
open ftreet. They had (hot a buffaloe and an hare, of wTiich 
they boiled fome pieces, and brought an offering to their 
idols. The prieft, who was the father of my boatmen, and 
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ttavdfed iriVtt us, took the meat, cut k into final) piece** 

and placing it before three idols, cried otit ; " Behold, here 

, * ts the head *f the fceaft we have ffiot,this I fir ft oflcr unto 

* thee. .Again, here is the heart, Kver, aod lungs, all this 

* thou fhaithate. Boft thou fee it, and doft thou hear me? 
€i Theft grant, that our people may have ftill more fuccefs 
4|; in hunting. Let not any beaft of prey kill dtehrdogs.**; 
Tlte people an fwered: * f Yes, yes, thou mult d* it/' A* 
(oon as thfe prieft had Unjfl^d his offering, the people fdl 
tb, and quicUy confumed all the meat, leaving to the* 
ifloU the bare bones, which were foon fnatched away by the' 
dogs. I felt comforted <m -confidering the teat of the dayr 
Tie fans of t&etn that affl\E$d iheiyfioll come bending unU thee t 
and all thry that dejpifid ibee K /hail bow themftlnm down at the] 
foles of thy feet ? Ifa. Ix. 14. On the 4th, we proceeded -on* 

our journey, and arrived in the evening at captain AcappoV 
village, where I foon found an opportunity to preach. A1-* 
ihcrfl in all the villages I find open ears. On th^^h, having* 
a* good numbeT of rowers, we pafied the great dam or rapid* 
with fafety, and in the afternoon -entered the Cajenna Creek. 1 
But' as the negroes, who lived there at my laft vifit, had* 
shoved to another place, we fpent much time in feeking 
them, and after all found that the greater part of them were 
cfifperfed in their plantations. In the evening w$ arrived at 
Baprappa, very wet and cold. Here I again found an op-' 
portunity of preaching the Gofpel. On the 6th we reached' 
the Quama Creek, where -captain Grang Adama lives. It 
happened, that both when Brother Wiez vifitted thefe 1 \m\& 
laft year, arid now, during my tifit, he was* not at home, whidli 
generally -puts him much out ©f hfchi&r. But as ffc 16 a great* 
idolater, and fome of his family love to hear the Gofpel, wc 
are much kfs difturbed, when he is abftnt. His brother,- 
Pikinkoyo,"had heard of my' intended vifit, and flood oil the 
banks of the river, where he gave me a cordial reception. 

As 
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As the village lies at fome diftance, we fired ottr pieces fa± 
veral times, upon which Paul and others came to meet us. 
My baggage was carried into Pikinkoyo's kitchen, where I 
lodged and held our meetings. It did not hft long, before. 
I was f unrounded by perfons of all defcriptipns, even cripples, 
and blind, who wifhed to hear ibihething of the Savior o£ 
men. I was particularly pleafed with the behavior of two. 
old women, one of whom was quite blind, but always got 
a friend to carry her to the meeting; the other is mother 
to the late Simon, baptized by Brother Kerften. After I had 
been here a few days, the negroes grew remarkably open 
and unreferved in their conversation, which is not at all their 
ufual manner. One of them faid, that he rejoiced now v to 
perceive a rebuke in his foul, when he had done fomething 
wrong. He added, " I lately committed fuch a fin, and, 
€i immediately after, felt uncommonly diftrefled. 1 thought, 
" from whence does this anxiety proceed, no one has feea 
* me ?" I pointed out to them all the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the (in of the world, by his bitter fufferings and 
death, and delivers all who come unto him. One of the 
above-mentioned old women faid: " One of my fons was 
cc in the late Mr. Rudolph's fchool, and there taken ill. I 
<c took him home, and he recovered 5 but my other fon went 
" to your church, was baptized by Mr. Kerften, and foon 
" after died. I was then very angry, and declared, that I 
4i never would let another child of mine go to the mifiionary. " 
a But now, when I myfelf wifh to be faved, I repent that I 
. * have kept them back." This woman has feveral great- 
grandchildren, but is (till very heakhy and a&ive. She is 
feever weary gf liftening to the do&tine of our Savior, and 
Ac account of what he has done for finners; and many in 
her family are of the tame mind.. We begin to perceive, 
that the feed fo wn with many tears by our Brethren in former 
time*, is now fpringing up, and may^God grant Increafe^ 
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There are many difficulties to encounter, but we truft ti 
the Lord, that he will give us grace and power to ferve him 
according to his mind. It does not feera pradicable for 
the awakened fouls to move to us to Bambey, and they are 
very earneft in their entreaties to have a mfflionary redding 
amongft them. Theyfaid: <c Tou have come over the 
€t great ocean to Paramaribo and then to Bambey, and now 
** you refufe to come but a few days journey further to us/ f 
For they have no idea of the difficulty of fettling a miffion 
in this country. Former miflionaries have made fufficient 
proof of the impoflibility cf moving to and fro in the woods 
with the free negroes. No European conftitution can bear 
it. I fpoke with them about building a chapel here, and 
aiked, whether the captain, Grang Adama, would fuffer it. 
Pikinkoyo anfwered : u Grang Adama has a heart of hia 
u own, and I have one of my own." Chriftian's father, who 
formerly was a great en^my to the Gofpel, faid on this oc- 
Cafion ; " Nothing is more true, than the do&rine of the 
a miflionaries, and when Grang Adama returns, I will fpeak 
u with him about it." But he is yet very ignorant, and came 
one day to a{k me, how he muft pray to our Qod 5 whether 
it was neceflary to fire his gun often, as the negroes do, when 
they addrefs the fpirits of the deceafed. On the nth, I 
Went to captain Orando's village, where John's fon-in-law 
received me very cordially. Mod of the negroea were in 
their plantations, but thofe I faw, begged me to come again 
and tell them more of the Lord Jefus. On the 1 2th, Ire* 
turned to Quama Creek, and pitched upon a fpot, where 
the awakened people may build a dwelling-houfe and chape!. 
I promifed that we would vifit them as often as poffible. la 
the evening meeting I took leave, and in a fervent prayer* 
cpmmended them to the mercy of the Lord. My boatmen 
were in a j>reat hurry to go home, fo that I could not reach 
all the villages I intended. It is lingular, that in thofe places, 
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IwHerc the heathen forcerers have had tha gtgateft fowvr, 
£he greateft awakening is now perceptible. On the 13th* 
all the good people accompanied me to the water-fide, and 
took an affe&ionate leave. The inceflant rains made mr 
paflage home rery difagreeable, but I praifcd God our Savior 
for his mercy cowards me* and that the word of the croft* 
fpoken by me in weakneb, was not fpoken in ?ain.** 



Extras of the Narrative of the Life of our late Brother 

JOHN GOTTLIEB ENDER, 

MjJJionary in Greenland 

[The firft Part written by Hta&lf. 3 

f € T WAS born June 8th, 1754* at Hirfchgrund in Upper 
■*■ Silefia, in the Emperor of Germany's dominions. My 
father, who is now living at Hermhut, was a fanner. Both 
he and my mother fought to educate me in the fear and 
admonition of the Lord, and to preferve me from the evil of 
die world. But, alas ! I loved the world, and the ferious 
warnings and exhortations of my parents, which were often 
accompanied with many tears, made at that time but little 
imprcflion upon my heart. Sometimes indeed, when I over- 
heard my mother alone in her chamber praying to God for 
me, I was much (truck, and could not help weeping. It 
happened that when I was about nine years old, fbme children 
about my age departed this life, which led me to very 
ferious reflexion, fo that I often trembled and quaked, when 
death came into my mind. My parents comforted me, by 
telling me of our Savior, to which I Hftened with great 
> pleafure, and willingly joined them in Cnging hymns. I was* 
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foon after* this, feized" With' an inflammatory fevttr. I finiiijjr 
believed that I ftibuld depart this life, aWdfelt refigned, hat- 
ing loft all ftaf of death. However I recovered, but wasf 
taken ill a yfcar after, when I again expe&ed my diflbi 
lution, and could rejoice in the pfrofpiea of it. After rfiy* 
recovery, my'paferits rfefolved to quit die country^ thaf they 7 
and their children, whofe fptfitual Welfare was theif firft* 
concern, might have liberty to hear the Gofpfel. Accord- 
ingly, on the 26th of Jahuaty 17(55, about midnight* we left 1 
. our farm, and all otfr worldly poffeffions, and emigrated. F 
rejoiced at it, without knowing the caufe of myjoy; No' 
ortfc perceived bur departure, till we had reached the PruffiaiT 
territory* We arrived January 31ft at Gnadehfrey, arid* 
Went from thence to live at Nifty in Upper Lufatia. I af- 
tarwatdg removed to Herrnhul, and was admitted as a member 
of the Brethren's Congregation Auguft 18th, 1766. As to 
externals, I was at firft very poor, but foon earned the ne- 
ceflarjr means of fubfiftence. Various trials led me to Jefus 
to feek comfort and falvation with him, ahd I experienced ' 
th£ truth of his protaife, Setk and je (ball Jhi£ In the be* 
ginning of the year 1775, 1 was fo overpowered by a fenfe' 
of the love of Chrift towards me, that I fpent every day in 
converfc with him. I felt an irrefiftible impulfe to tcftify- 
unto others, efpecially to the heathen, what the Lord had" 
done for my foul* but being very young* I hefitated to 
make known my defire to the proper perfons* But on the 
8th of January, during a fervent prayer 1 offered up to the 
Lord, I felt much confidence and* clearnefs, and refolved 
to offer myfelf as a candidate for the labor among the 
heathen, preferably ' in Greenland. I did fo the next day; 
but my Brethren obje&ed, that I 'was very young, and ' 
pethaps n6t ' Efficiently eftabliflied in the gface of God. 
My heart was now at «afe * and though I tonfefled the tfuth 
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of their obfervations, I committed myfelf and my future wayr 
with refignation to our Savior. In the very fame month Bifhop 
Joannes de Watteville fent me a call to ferv* the Lord in the 
million in Greenland, and another Brother, called Fluegcl, 
being appointed to the fame poft, I vifited him at Niflcy, While 
we were converfing about our future employ, we were fo over- 
come with a fenfe of the fav&r conferred upon us, to fenre 
that Savior, who loved us unto death, by proclaiming his* 
Gofpel to our fellow-men, that we kneeled down and devoted 
ourfeives with foul and body anew to him, to live and die ia 
his fervice. February 23d, we fet out from Herrnhut, aud 
arrived at Lichtenfels ia Greenland on the 2 2d, of June*. 
Here I received inftru&ioiw to proceed to Lichtenau, where- 
I arrived September 8th-. I met here with much external 
poverty and trouble. My firft bufjnefs was, to build my 
own dwelling, which I did ^ftter the -Greenland manner* 
I moved into it October 21ft, and dedicated it to the Lord r 
in whofe prefence I have fpent many a blefled hour in it. I 
was now earneftly intent .upon learning .the diffici^lt Green- 
land language^ I afcribe my j>rogrefs in it not to my owiv , 
diligence, but to God, wh9 % heard my prayers. In November 
1777, I began to deliver difcourfes .in this Jang wage, and , 
the divine fupport I felt, even beyond all expectation, greatly . 
encouraged me in my labors. My conftant prayer is, that 
I may enjoy a blcfling for my own heart, whilft I fpeak 
of the love of Jefus to others." 

Thus far our late Brother's own account. 

In the beginning of the new fettlement at Lichtenau 
he fuffcred many hardihips, but in the year 1779, a better 
dwelling-houfe was built of ftone and clay, at which he 
worked indefatigably. As our Brethren at Lichtenau were 
not at that time provided with the neceflaries of life, by the 
fliip going to Julianenhaab, he was obliged almoft every yeac 
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to undertake a long voyage to the north, to fetch their fliare 
of provifions in women's boats*. In thefe voyages he met 
with many remarkable inftances of the prefervation of God. 
Once he fell into the fea, and was almoft fpent with fwim- 
ming, before he could be taken up again. Another time he 
heard, that the crew of a wrecked fhip were famifhing on 
an uninhabited ifland. He fet out immediately with two 
boats to favc them. On their return they were overtaken 
by a violent ftorm, and in danger of being all loft, but 
reaching another uninhabited ifland, they fpent Ibmc time 
upon it in great want of the neceflaries of life. Amidft all 
troubles, our late Brother retained a remarkable checrfulnefs, 
and by his example encouraged all his fellow-laborers in 
various trying fituations. In 1778 he was ordained a deacon 
of the church of the Brethren. He had learned the Green- 
land language very well, loved the Greenland nation, and 
was much beloved by diem. During his miniftry he baptized 
*38 grown perfons, and 79 children. He was a man of a 
very a£Uve mind, and fliowed much ingenuity in many ex- 
ternal concerns. In 1784 he was appointed firft miffionary 
at Lichtenau, and God bleiTed the faithful discharge of hit 
duty with many feals to his miniftry. 

Since he came to Greenland he had frequent attacks of 
illnefs, fome of which feemed dangerous. A violent rheu- 
inatifm, in 1791, feemed to lay the foundation for his laft 
ainefs, which commenced on the 23d of February 1792* 
In the night of the 26th, he grew worfe. Both we and 
the Greenland congregation were much affe&ed by k, and 
offered up many prayers to the Lord, if it were his will, 
to reftore him to us. The pains in his head made him fome- 
times delirious, but his fancies always turned upon the 
xfbje£k with which his heart was engaged, namely, the 

r 

.• See CcanU's Hiftory of Greenland, Part i. p. X48. 
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work of our Lord in the wqrld. He prayed, that God 
would blefs his fervants, ffrid caufe the}r.^e(lipiony to be re- 
ceived in faith amongft die heathen. After exprefjng gre^t 
thankfulnefs to the Greenland Brethren, who fat up and 
watched with him, he added* c< jHow fliall we once thank 
*' and praife our Savior in heaven for his great mercy 
* c towards us! But how much (hould we regret the lofs of 
iC any one foul among the reprized]" He then charged hip 
wife to bring their two fmall children to (Europe, to be edu*. 
catcd for the Lord, adding, " Tell my Brethren every 
€ f where, that I appear before our Savior, as a reconciled 
€S finner, haying nothing to plead, hut his mercy." Some- 
thing being oflered him to eat, he faid : <c I thank you, I 
u want nothing, for I mail hunger no more, nor thirft 
u any more, for the Lamb which is in the midft of the 
" throne, fhalj feed me and lead me unto fountains of living 
*, c waters." (Rev. vii. 16, 17.) tylarch 8th, early in the 
morning, this faithful fcrvant of God fell gently afleep, anc} 
entered into eternal reft* 



VarUus Accounts. 

i. T> Y a diary received from the Danilh Weft India 
-^LI iflands, St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St. Jan, we are 
informed, that from Eafter 1792 to 1 793, fix hundred and 
thirty-eight negroes were either baptized,-or admitted to the 
ford's Supper. Since the late hurricane, our miflionaries 
have been attacked by various diforders, but they were all 
upon the recovery. 

,2. A diary of the miflipn in Barbadoes informs us tha,t the 
preaching of the Gofpel has been attended with more fuc- 
cefs during the hft twelvemonth, and the negroes feem 
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more defirous to come to the knowledge of the-tnitJu 
Fourteen ^rown tperfons had been baptized* and thkteea 
were admitted to the Lord's Supper. 

3. From Jamaica we have received the affe&ing account, 
that on the 24th of February laft, it pleafed the Lord to 
call into eternal reft, our married Brother John Bowert y who 
had but lately arrived there from Haverfordweft in South 
Afrales, to aflift in the fervice of the miflion. 

4. In St. Kitt's, God blefles the labor and teflimony of 
pur Brethren with many proofs of the power of the Gofpd 
to convert in the hearts of the negroes. By the bft 
letter, dated March 3d, 1794, we' learn, that fevcral (hecks 
of an earthquake had been felt in the ifland, fo violent as t» 
{hake the fyoufes ; yet through the mercy of God, they pafled 
off wkjiout doirig any material damage. 

5. Letters from Antigua mention that the Lord continues 
to bleb the labors of our miffionarles. At a meeting held 
the firft Sunday after Eafter 1793, it appeared that 4$$ 
adult negroes fyad been baptized fince Eafttr 1792* and 361 
admitted to partake of the Holy Communion. 

6. Of letters received from Suriname in South America* 
the following is an Extraft : 

" Auguft 1 5 th, 1 793, Brother John Peter Trahnfa who a** 
xived there in December 1792, as an affiant in the million ' 
among the free negroes at Bambey, departed this life, by 
occafion of a violent inflammatory diforder. He was a mod 
hopeful ypung man, and fuited remarkably well in his Ration 
among the free negroes. His fellow-laborers very much 
lament his lofs." 

" In all oUr fettlements, brotherly love and unanimity prev 
▼ails, and the miffionaries are very earneft and faithful in 
their refpe&ive officer In each place the work of God U, 
advancing, and two Brethren are now on their way hom 
Europe to, Suriname, tq affift in the labor" 

"At 
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* At Hoop, eight Indians have "been lately baptized. One 
hundred and fifty-one live now together in a regular fettle- 
cnent, and about one hundred baptized are Scattered in the 
neighborhood.* 



ExtraB of* the latefi Letters and Diaries received from tlx 
Brethren's Miffionaries among the Hottentots at the Cape of 
Good Hope • 

THE three miflionaries have built their dwelling at a 
place called Bavian's Cloff, about 15 yards from the 
ruins of our late Brother Schmidt's houfe. The Hottentots * 

willingly lent their afliftance, and only one European mafon 
was employed. Thfc foundation was begun January 5 th, 
1793, and built of the ftones taken from Brother Schmidt's 
old dwelling. The reft of the houfe is lath and plafter, ex- 
cept the gabel and inner walls, which are built of unburnt 
brick. It is 36 feet by 15. February 22d, one chamber was l 

finifhed and inhabited. In Brother Schmidt's old garden 
they found feveral peach, apricot, and pear-trees, which, ac- 
cording to the account given by the old Hottentots, were 
planted by him. Under one of the pear-trees, which had 
fpread amazingly, our Brethren had their firft meeting with 
nineteen Hottentots, who came immediately on their arrival 
to bid them welcome. They told them the aim of their 
coming, namely, to make known to them the way of falva- 
tton, by faith in Jefus Chrift. Old Helena, about 80 years 
of age, baptized by Brother Schmidt, who lived three hours' 
walk from the fpot, got fomebody to carry her to thf 
Brethren, and has vifited them feveral times fince. She had 
ftill an old Dutch New Teftament carefully kept, out ot 

which 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



[ 245 1 

which another Hottentot woman, who had learned to read 
from her coufin, one of Brother Schmidt's fcholar** ufed to 
read to her. 

Around our Brethren's dwelling, the Hottentots had built 
thirteen huts of poles, covered with fur,and the number of 
thofe, who came to Eve in the neighborhood, inereafed 
daily. 

The magiftrates both in the country and at the Gape Town 
treat our Brethren with all kindnefs and attention, and 
affift them in various ways. 

-The internal courfe of the miffion was very promifing. 
The miffionaries themfelves liv$ in perfect harmony, and 
their family worfhip is attended with a particular fenfe of the 
prefence of God, to whom they daily look for sounfel, fup- 
port and blefling in the execution of the work committed 
unto thenv They are well employed from morning till late 
in the evening with the Hottentots, of whom 80 perfons, 
old and young, come- to ' fchool in feveral divifions, to learn 
to read Low Dutch. Among this number there are about 
50 men and women, who regularly attend, to be inftrufted 
in Chriftianity, and are very defirous to hear the word of 
God, for which aMb thofe who live in the interior parts of 
the country are faid ta expiefs a great defire, and to wifh* 
that teachers might alfo come to them, and make them ac- 
quainted with the way of falvation. Of thofe, who live in 
the neighborhood, and come tabe inftru&ed (which is done 
in the Dutch language), the miffionaries write : " We can- 
" jibt fee without -great t emotion of heart, with what atten- 
" tion the' poor people, liften, as though they would catch 
" every word fpoken by us. The tears often trickle down 
f< their cheeks, when > we defcribe to them the fuflerings 
<c of our Savior, and what He has done to procure eternal 
4 * life for U3; and they declare, that they come fo diligently to 
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* 9t fidiool, tlra they may foon team to rtradetfeiy thing contafc- 
" ed in the Gofpel of Jefus. lit the meetings we hoW with 
" them, the gracious prefence of God our Savior is felt in 
u a mod powerful manner. Befides the meetings with the 
"' adults, we have began one with the children and unmarried 
*' people. Thefe are ufually attended by 31 per fans of ,this 
€S defcription, who are very feri'ous and attentive* when we 
cc fpeak to them of their Creator and Redeemer. At thefe 
u meetings the children fing the verfeswhttch they learn at 
Cf fchool, in a very pretty manner." 

The lateft letters are dated in Auguft 1793J They men- 
tion, that our Brethren had the joy to admit ten Hottentots 
as candidates for holy baptifm. July 19th, thfe firft of them, 
Auguft 13th, three more, and Auguft 28fh, another, were 
baptized. 

They write : f< ( Wc cannot find words to exprefs the 
* powerful fenfation of the grace of God, which prevailed 
" during thefe tranftuSiions, and the effeft produced in the 
"reft of the candidates. Thefe days were truly feftival- 
c< days to us. All the people (lied many tears, and declared 
€€ their earneft defire to be made partakers of the fame grace. 
"Auguft 13th, we hfeld with the firft four new baptized a 
c * feparate meeting, td which alfo old Helena came. Wc 
" fpoke with them of that ftritt conformity to the 4 rule of 
u thrift, which is expe&ed from believers, and exhehrted" 
€i .'them to remain in continual prayer and intercourse with 
u our Savior, that they may be made able to walk worthy . 
4,1 of their high and heavenly calling. The mercy of God*' 
<c fhownto thefe poor defpifed people aftonifces the neigh- 
cc boring Chfiftians, and many of the latter, ' tfieriatly in* 
" the Cape Town, who take fhare in the pfofperity of the 
* kingdom of Chrift, thank and praife f Him for hi* man- 
u vellous works, wrought among them." 
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LETTERS 



Received by the Brethren 9 s Society for the Furtherance 
of the Go/pel, from the Miftons fettled on the Coajl 
of Labrador. 



I. 

From OKKAK, dated Augujl 19, 1794* 

Bear Brethren, 

T your kind letter, which we received on the 2d of 



B 



Auguft, we faw with much gratitude your great con- 
cern for the work of. our Savior in this country \ and how 
earneftly you implore his grace and afliftance for us. Thb 
greatly encourages us ; and we pray him to blefs and reward 
you for all your labors of love. 

To fee the Harmony again arrive fafe in our harbor, gave 
us greater pleafure, and filled our hearts with mere gratitude 
to God, than ever, as we had been under no fmall con- 
cern, after the departure of the {hip laft' year, on account 
of the exceffive ftorms from theN. E. We. often joined 
in prayer* to God to proteft the Ihip and company, and 
conduct her foon and fafe home. All our Efquimaux ex- 
prcfled their fears, that they fhould never fee the ihip again. 
We therefore united our thanks and prarfes with thofe of out 
Brethren, that God had preferved her from all harm. The 
departure of our BrotheT Kriegelftein into eternal reft, while 
at fea, affefted us greatly- 

As to ourfelves, our Savior has preferred us together in 
love and peace. Some of us have been ill laft winter, at 
different times ; and Brother James Pranagin, who ever 
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fince his arrival at Okkak had complained of violent 
pains' in his bowels, which at laft entirely confined him 
to his bed, was called home to reft on the 27th of 
March laft. We lament his lofs, efpecially in the manage- 
ment of our external concerns. In April, Brother Rofe, 
with his wife and two fons, returned to Nam, having 
fpent the winter with us, to the great encouragement 
and afliftance of our whole family. We have now only three 
Brethren refiding here. 

As to the courfe of our Esquimaux, we cannot fay much 
this year. We wifh it were in our power to give you a more 
pleafing account of them; for your comfort and encourage- 
ment, and to tell you that many poor Heathen in this neigh- 
bourhood were longing after their fouls' falvation. But, as 
yet, the work goes on very flow ; and the number of our 
people has been increafed only by the birth and baptifm of 
one child. Though the grace of God in the hearts of fome 
of them cannot be denied ; yet we feel great concern on. ac- 
count of others, who with all their good resolutions, are 
frequently led aftray by their heathenifli connexions : And 
indeed their whole manner of living, and cuftoms, are much 
calculated to feduce them again to the abominable pra&ices 
of the Heathen. 

Our weak teftimony of the atonement made by the fuf- 
ferings and death of Jefus, has b*en blefled by our Savior on 
many occafibns, and heard by the heathen Efquimaux, not 
without a good impreflion. 

As to externals, the Efquimaux living oa this part of the 
coaft had a good year. Two whales were caught by them 
in our neighbourhood, and one dead whale was found on the 
coaft. In the north two were caught, and three found dead* 
This has caufed a great number of vifitors from far and near 
all laft winter, to whom we hevcr omitted any opportunity 
of preaching the GofpeU 
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July 27th. Three boats came hither from the South, and 
two were yet to follow. According to their account, many 
Efquimaux, both of the baptized who went thither in foTracr 
years, and unbaptized, have died, and when thefe boats came 
away, the mortality had not yet ceafed ; confequcntly tKefe 
families fled, and as the rumor fpread wherever they 
came, and they in general gave a very poor account of the 
prefent fituation of the Efquimaux in the South, fome 
may probably be for a time prevented from going thither: 
Old Samuel and his family fet out for the South from thefe 
parts, with fome of their relations, in one boat ; but on the 
voyage, hearing this difaftrous account, they were rouch 
intimidated. Whether they intend to return, or proceed, we 
cannot learn. 

To conclude, dear Brethren, we commend ourfelves to 
your future remembrance and kind fupport, entreat you to 
continue in prayer to the Lord in behalf of us and our fmall 
Efquimaux congregation ; and remain your faithful Brethren 
and Sifters employed in the Million at Okkak. 

(Signed) Benj. G. Kohlmeistbr, 

Geo. Schmjdtman, 
James Rhodes. 



From NAIN, dated September 3*/, 1794. 
Dear Brethren, 

AUGUST nth we had the pleafure to receive your 
very agreeable letter, by two kajaks from Okkak, 
which brought us the welcome account of the fafe arrival 
of the Harmony and company, on the ad of the fame 
month* September xft the veffel arrived in our harbour, 
Kk a with 
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>with ill the Lelters^and Diaries fent to this place; for which 
we return to you, and all Our Brethren and Sifters, the mofk 
unfeigned thanks. 

We received our new affiftant, Brother J. Mueller, with 
great joy; and prayed our Savior, to grant him all the 
needful grace and gifts for his future fervice among us. 

Having heard feveral difmal accounts of fottie firewood, 
a barrel and feveral other utenfils being found on one 
•of the Okkak iflands by the Efquimaux, and entertaining 
fbme fears, on account of the violent ftorms from the N. E. 
prevailing laft year, that perhaps the Harmony might have 
met with fame misfortune on her paffage home ; we were 
*he more filled with thanktumefs to our merciful Saviof, 
when we faw her arrive fafe. The account brought us of 
the happy departure of our former fellow-laborer, Brother 
David KriegcHleln, at fea, affe^cd us very fenfibly, He is 
now at reft with the Lord, and freed from ail ^pain /and 
fcrrow. We pray that his widow may receive the moft 
effectual confplation. Though we feel much for her, yet 
we are confident, that God our Savior, who is the widow's 
friend, will grant her rich comforts, and a* peaceful courfe 
among his people, 

We mention to you, with praife and thanks to God, that 
we have fpent laft year in health and peace ; and through . 
mercy have- enjoyed thciove^f ~God- in tror hearts, "and cor- 
dial brotherly love towards each other. ^ God has like wife 
blefled our tefiimony ot the Gofpcl among the Efquimaux, 
though the fruits may appear yet fmall, in comparifon with 
other of our miflBons. We can truly fay, that we have fpent 
Jaft wimcr very agreeably with 'our people Their aflem Wing 
together in the Chapel, was bfcfled with the prefence of Giftd,* 
Their hearts were made attentive' to the word of the Crofs; 
which proved the power of God, and-effe&ed a 'deflte 
within them, to live unto Him, 'who-flted his blood to- re- 
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deem them.from the power of 6n. The fufleriogs and death 
of our incarnate God, and the atonement he thereby made 
for the fin of the world, have been the continual topic of our 
difcourfes to them, both in public and private, and proved 
powerfully effe&ive itt their hearts. Indeed we cannot 
aflert, that all our baptized, not one excepted, have made 
«qual progrefs in the love and knowledge of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift; but there, is. not one, who has not been often 
powerfully convinced, and brought to refle&ion ; and 
Hone could refolve to leave us. Many are truly de- 
firous and intent, fully to experience the power of the 
falvation offered unto them in the Gofpel; and we arc 
greatly encouraged, by thus perceiving that our Lord 
owns the work in this place, though fmall, as His work, 
will continue and increafe it. . 

On the 25th of December 1793, Tuglawina's wife was 
baptized, and called Judith; and, on the fame day, her 
hufband was folemnly received into the congregation, having 
been baptized, during a violent iilnefs, in one of the Southern 
Settlements, and called William •. Both were truly 
thankful for the. grace conferred Upon them, and proraHed, 
with many tears, to remain faithful to the Lord, and to* live 
alone for him. May He in mercy preferve them in this 
mind. Their countrymen have not failed to hold out all 
manner of temptations to feduce them from the truth, en- 
deavouring even to perfuade them to return again to the ' 
•South; fo that we have great caufe^tojoin in prayer to our 
Savior, to help them to refift, and to eftablHh them in Him- 
fclf. Two children of our baptized Efquimaux have been 
baptized. One- Esquimaux woman has been admitted to 
the Lord's Supper ; and we can give her that teftimony, that 
-<he proves her faith in Chrift by her life and converfation. 
<One perfon has been admitted as a candidate for the Lord's 

* See note, p. 254. 
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Supper ; and 3 as candidates for holy bapti&n. Solomon 
and Mariana were, at their repeated requeft, re-admitted to 
the fellowship of the believers. 

At the clofe of laft year pur Efquimaux congregation con- 
fined of 7 communicants, 7 baptized adults, and 8 baptized 
children. 65 perfons lived on our prcmifes, and were 
moftly very diligent in their attendance on the daily meet- 
ings; we hope, not without bleffing. But we were obliged 
to defire Nathanael and his family to find another dwelling- 
place, as he began to hurt others by his conduft. Some of 
the heathen Efquimaux went from hence to the South. 

As to externals, we and our Efquimaux have caufe to 
praife the goodnefs of our merciful heavenly Father. The 
Efquimaux have been more fuccefsfql here, in procuring 
their maintenance, than in . many places in our neigh- 
bourhood. 

We have kept up an uninterrupted correfpondence with 
our Brethren and Sifters in the other fettlements ; efpecially 
with Brother Rofe, who, with his family, fpent laft winter 
at Okkak. 

"We are extremely forry their circumftances require 
that they (hould leave us ; and that we thus lofe their faith- 
ful fervices in the Million in Labrador. But as the ftate of 
his health, and the education of his children, make his re- 
turn to Europe necefiary, we fubmit ; and trufting that our 
Lord will conduft them fafe to you, we commend them and 
their two fons to your love and care. If they (hould refohe 
to return to us, we (hall receive them with great plea- 
tfure. 

As Brother Rofe is acquainted with every particular re- 
lating to the Million here, having refided among us eight 
years ; the Society may confer with him about all circum- 
ftances. We have alfo defired him to exprefs to you our 
gratitude for all your kindnefs towards us, and that you have 

fo 
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fo liberally provided us, from year to year, with the neceflarics 
of life. May our Savior blefs you for it ; and grant a reward 
for every mite, contributed by our friends towards our 
fupport. 

You will be informed of our daily courfe by our Diary, 
which we fend herewith. Brother Hailing will go from 
hence to refide at Okkak,for the prefent;' having ferved the 
Million here, eight years, with great faithfulnefs. 

As to the building of a new MiflSon-Houfe, we cannot 
begin it now 5 Brother Branagin having been called home 
to eternal reft, and the prefent fcarcity of hands making it 
impoffible. But we (hall do all in our power to fecure the 
materials, already colle&ed for this purpofe, from harm. 

Finally, we aflure you, deat Brethren, of our mod cor- 
dial love and remembrance before the Lord ; and renew our 
covenant with you, to remain faithful to Him, and to ferve 
him with all our might among the poor Efquimaux, till we 
once, as we truft, in fellowship with many redeemed, from 
this nation, {hall thank and praife him in a blifsful eternity, 
with perfeft joy and harmony, for his great mercy towards 
us. May He preferve both you and us, in thefe deplorable 
times of apoftacy, in the true faith, and conftant looking 
up to our Lord Jefus Chrift, our only Savior. We falute 
with much affe&ion all the Brethren of the Society, as if 
named, and every friend and well-wiftier to the caufe of 
God among the Heathen ; recommending ourfclves to your 
prayers and remembrance ; and remain, in the prefcncc, and 
by the grace of Jefus, your faithful Brethren employed in 
the Miffion at Nain. 

(Signed) Chr. Lbw. Rose, 

Chr. Fred. Burkhardt. 

TUGLA- 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



C »54 1 

* Tuglawina, ftow called William, wa^ifrom the be- 
ginning of our MifBons in Labrador, well acquainted with 
the Miflionaries. He was a man of great note among 
the Efquimattx, and acquired extraordinary influence and 
power, not only by his activity, dexterity and fuc- 
cefs in hunting, courage, bodily ftrength, and hardinefs, 
which are confidered to be the mod eflential qualifications of 
a great man among the Indians ; but by a remark- 
able ftrength of mind, and quicknefs of understanding, far 
fuperior to that of mod Efquimaux. He took advantage of 
their* credulity, and general mental inferiority, to gain an 
aftonifhing afcendancy over his countrymen ; and his wowl 
was abfolute law. As a forcerer, he was believed to have 
extraordinary powers, given him by the Torngak, or familiar 
fpirit, whom he pretended to confult on all occaCons ; and 
fo little did the poof deluded Efquimaux miflruft his in- 
fpirations, that it has often happened, that if he declared 
on the word of his Torngak, that fuch an one ought not to 
live, the poor objeft * of his vengeance was inftantly mur- 
dered by the company. Thus he not only became guilty of 
the murder of feveral perfons by his own hands; but of 
many moTe, through his influence and' insinuations. Our 
Miflionaries would have fallen an eafy prey to his murderous 
defigns, had God permitted him to difapprove of their 
fettling among his countrymen. But though a tyrant 
among his own nation, and in various ways a great difturber 
of the peace of the MiflSon, and feducer of many converts, 
he always refpefted and even loved the Miflionaries. He 
would fubmit, and even tremble in their prefence, when- 
ever reproved for his bad conduct ; always confefling, that 
he* ought to be converted, and to forfake the ways of fin. 
As an inftance of this extraordinary fubmifiion to the Mif- 
lionaries, Brother Jens Havtn> one of the firft Miflionaries 
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on that coaft, mentions in his report about nine or ten years 
ago* that when Tuglawina, at the head of a party of Efqui- 
maux, returned the firft time from Chateau Bay, having fur- 
nifired himfelf with a floop of two mails, European armty 
and many other accoutrements; he ftepped unexpectedly 
into the Miffion-Houfe, and into Brother Jens Haven's 
room, drefled in an old officer's coat, with a bob wig and a 
huge laced hat on his head, a fword to his fide, and altoge- 
ther in the habit of an European officer j threatening what 
he would do, and boafting of his valiant deeds in the South. 
Brother Jens Haven, looking fternly at him, exclaimed, 
* What, ate you Tuglawina ! depart this minute j I have 
** nothing to fay to you in this drefej put on your old 
M Efquimaux furs, and then return j behave like a fdber 
w Efquimaux, and I'll anfwer your fpeech. n Tuglawina 
inftantly left the room, as if thunderftruck ; and without rd- 
flefling on .die degrading appearance he muft make before his 
countrymen, in putting off his boafted ornaments, returned to 
the Miffionary, drefled in the plain Efquimaux faihion ; who 
then mod earneftly reproved him for the wicked pradices 
and murders he had been guilty of, and for feducing ft> 
many of the baptized to follow him to the South, where 
he had led them into all mannerof heathenifh abominations* 
During this addrefs, Tuglawina grew pale, trembled ex- 
ceedingly, confefled himfelf an abominable tinner ; but 
faid, that he muft fin, for the devil forced him to it, and 
he could not help himfelf* This gave the Miffionary a de* 
firable opportunity of preaching Jefus unto him, as the only 
Savior* Such opportunities were, in the following years, more 
frequent; and he often {bed tears in confeffing hit wicked . 
deeds, which he never denied, according to the general 
pra&ice of the Efquimaux. Of late years he became most 
attentive to the Gofpel, did every thing in his power to 
fcrve the Miffionaties, and thoegh often hurried info the 
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coramiflion of fin, and by his great reputation among his 
countrymen, beguiled into conceit, and prevented from 
humbling himfelf under the mighty hand of God, yet it was 
apparent that the Lord followed him, to make him a monu- 
ment of infinite mercy. At length h£ gave fuch proofs of 
his fincerity and firm refolution to turn with his whole heart 
unto the Lord, and forfake the ways and even the conver- 
fation of the Heathen > that our Brethren could not but 
confider this {inner, though fo heavily laden with the mod 
enormous of crimes, as an objed of God's mercy and pardon, 
and a candidate for eternal life : And after the ufual time 
of trial, as an inhabitant of the Settlement, and many fcrious 
converfations, and previous, initruction, k hc was* as above 
mentioned, received into the fellowftiip of the believers, o* 
Chriftmas day, 1 793 \ renouncing the devil and all his 
works, and promiiing, with heart and hand, to devote him* 
felf unto that God, who made and bought him with his 
precious blood. He had been baptized in Chateau Bay 
by a Preftytcrian, during a dangerous illnefs. His wife, 
Judith, is a woman of whom the MiiConaries write, that 
they have fcarcely ever obferved fuch fteadinefs and real 
heartVreligion in any of their converts. 



From HOPED ALE, dated OBober 10, 1794. 

Dear Brethren, 

YOU cannot conceive how great our pleafure was m 
perufing your kind letter of the 25th of May laft, 
: which we received on the 19th of Auguft, and read to the 
whdle family in a particular meeting. This, and all other 
letters and Diaries, deftincd for this place, were fent us 
♦ „ from 
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from Nain by a kajak, which arrived, when wc leaft ex- 
pe&ed it, in v a violent gale from the N. E. By this oppor- 
tunity we heard of the fafe arrival of the Harmony, with 
Brother Mueller on board, who is called to ferve the Miffion 
in this country. 

We are very thankful to our Savior, that he fo gracioufly 
preferved the fhip and company in her return home toft year, 
notwithftanding the violence of the ftorms : in Autumn. 
Several accounts from Okkak, concerning a parcel of fire- 
wood, a barrel without bottom, fome logs, &c found in 
the Eaftern Iflands by the Esquimaux of Uivak, filled our 
minds with anxiety, left the Harmony fhould have fuffered 
fhip wreck. We can eafily conceive that the long delay ef 
the (hip'a arrival, even to the 22d of January 1794, muft 
have caufed great concern to your minds, and filled you 
ofteh with various apprehenfions. We felt much-comfort 
and encouragement in reading, that you turned unto, and 
relied upon the, Lord for help ; and proved your tender con- 
cern for the welfare of the Miftionaries in Labrador, by con- 
futing how to prevent our fuffering want, in cafe of any ac«* 
cident. You have alfo again fent us all the neceflaries of Kfe 
in fo liberal a manner, that we are excited to much thank- 
fulnefs. You mention that Brother and Sifter Turners and 
Sifter Kriegelftein, arrived fafe and well with you ; but that 
Brother Kriegelftein ended hi* courfe at fea, between the 
Orkneys and London. This account was unexpected and 
affefting ; but we congratulate our late Brother to his final 
*eft with our blefled Savior. May he prepare us all for the 
fame happinefs ! 

As to ourfelves, we are, at prefent, all well ; but each of 
us have had attacks of Ulnefs, during laft winter, more or 
kfs violent. We have lived, as a family, in peace and bro- 
therly love ; and our Lord has been prefent with us, when- 
ever we met in his name, in our family meetings, on fundays, 
LI 2 and 
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and feftival feafena, and efpecially when we partook wid* 
each other of the Holy Sacrament He hat alfo bleflbd u* 
in preaching die crucified Jcfus to the Efquimaux, as the 
only Savior of men, who gracioufly invites all poor finnera 
to come unto him, be they ever fo wretched) that he may 
feve them, and give them reft unto their fouls. 

Our fmall flock of Efquimaux has given us pleafuie 
during laft winter } and we have often had opportunities to 
encourage them to furrender themfelves wholly unto Jefus, 
a^ his blood-bought, property : For he has redeemed them, 
with his blood from the power of Satan, fo that they no 
more need ferve fin. O that He would eftabliw their hearts* 
and fill them with his love ! 'for then we mould feel truly 
comforted, and happily Gtuatcd among them. Only five 
families lived on our pvemifes laft winter, confiding toge- 
ther of 29 perfons. As to externals, the Efquimaux have 
had no want $ for God blefied their diligence in feekiag pro-? 
vifions, for which they and we are very thankful* 

One Efquimaux woman, and two children pf baptized, 
parents, have been baptized* 

Four large boats arrived here this Summer from the South, 
three of which went higher north. 'One returned foon 
again, in company of two boats, which had wintered near 
Nain. We learn from the former, that in Netfcktok, or Sand? 
wich Bay, and Aivcrtok, upwards of 40 Efquimaux have 
died. In Nekfektok the people had eaten of a dead whale, 
which proved fatal to them $ for whole families died ia 
confequence pf it. Among thefe are moft of the baptized, 
who left our congregation at Hopedale, feme years agp«. 
The Efquimaux who pafled by in going to the North, faid, 
" that they were flying from death \" and certainly they are 
at prcfcnt (eized with fear, which will keep many, who in* 
tended going to the South, quietly at home. They are 
}n general a libertine people, and cannot reft long in one 
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place, but rove about, and thereby become tagged and poor. 
They are not concerned about their foul's falvation 5 and* 
thus one after the other /dies, without becoming obedient to 
the GofpeL This grieves us much, and we pray daily to our 
Savior to have mercy upon them. They are now not fo 
very loud in their praifes of the Southern Europeans. 

Brother and Sifter Rofe, with their two fons, Lewis and 
Samuel, xtturn with the fliip to Europe ; and when they 
come to you, we beg you to receive them in love for our 
fakes alfo. Our Brother Rofe has J*ow fuperintended the 
Miffion in Labrador eight years ; and our Savior has blcffed 
his labor among us. We could have wiihed that he had 
jgmained many years longer in this office, but we fubmit, 
and commend him and his family to our Lord's guidance on 
his voyage to you, and from England to Germany. 

To conclude, dear Brethren, we are convinced that the 
jcourfe and concerns of this Miffion He near your hearts ; ' 
and that you mod willingly affift, both us and other Millions, 
wherever you can. May our gracious Lord fupply you 
jichly with all you want, that you may have it in your power 
to a& according to all your benevolent purpofes. Accept 
from all of us the moft cordial lalutations ; and remember 
pften in your prayers, your affe&ionate Brethren employed 
jo the Miffion at Hopedalc, 

^Signed) John Lewis Beck, 

John Chr. Wolf. 
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THE Miffion in Barbadoes f begun in 1765, appeared fuccefsful 
in the beginning, but did not continue to flourifli as we 
could have wifhed, though the power of the Gofpel was 
made confpicuoufly mamfeft in the hearts of fome negroes. 
Sometime ago a renewed defrrc appeared in many of them, 
to hear and obey the word of God, which excited a wife 
in our Brethren that fomething might be done, to further 
the work, and remove the obftacles that appeared in its 
way. The inconveniency and wretchednefs of the place 
inhabited by our Mifiionaries being conGdered as one, 
meafures were taken to procure a better fituation, and we 
have every hope, that our Savior will give his bleffing to 
our weak endeavours, and begin a new work in that ifland. 
The labors df our Brethren in another denomination have 
alfo been favored with fome fuccefs, and we pray God 
to grant, that the fruits thereof may remain and be multi- 
plied. As to the renewed exertions of our Mifiionaries, the 
following will afford a more detailed account : 

Extra Bs from Letters received from Brother Nicholas Hofman, 
Mtjftonary^ by the Secretary of the Society. 

St. John' j) Antigua^ May 8, 1 794. 

IN my laft to you, I mentioned my having accepted a call 
to ferve the Miflion in Barbadoes. We have been here 
fome time, waiting for the return of the mail-boat, and are 
truly forry for the delay, for we might have fpent our time 
more ufefully at Grace-hill, in affifting Brother Bardill and 
his wife, who for the prefent are alone, and not able to ferve 
fo large a congregation without afliftancc. . O might I live 
to fee fuch a flock of Jefus gathered together in Barbadoes, 
as I have feen and ferved here ! then would 1 with joy lay 
down my weary bones in the, grave. AfDft us by your pray- 
ers, and beg the fame from all our brethren and friends, that 
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a6 He, who has chofen the weak things of this world and 
things that are defpifed, to do his work, may continue to be 
with us, and own and blefs our labors, as he hath gracioufly 
done hitherto in Antigua. We leave this place with much 
concern, the laborers being fo few, and the harveft fo 
great. 

Sartadoesj June 16", 1794. 

WE arrived here fafe and well May 15th, and found our 
Brethren in good health, though outwardly in a *rery pbor 
fituation, particularly with refpecT; to their dwellings, which 
are in fuch a wretched condition, as not to be defcribed. 
After the laft hurricane they fet up fome kind of (helter, 
made of old broken boards, &c. confiding of a dwelling 36 
feet long 'and 14 broad. On the weft end, Brother Haman 
has a room partitioned off, about 12 feet broad. On the 
eaft end is another partition about 6 feet wide, for a ftore- 
room 5 and here we were obliged to lodge on the firft day of 
our arrival. That part of the houfe between the two parti- 
tions, being 18 feet by 14, is the common room, where we 
dine, &c. and alfo meet the negroes who come to hear the 
Gofpel. Brother Fritz has befides this, one room 12 feet by 
10, with a ftone-wall, kitchen, &c.j but the whole is info 
• ruinous a condition as to threaten its downfall in cafe of any 
violent wind or rain. v 

The fituation of the place itfelf is very inconvenient, no 
road leading up to it, and we cannot get even a barrel of flour 
up the hill, but mud open it on the road and convey it home 
in fmall parcels. 

Since I have been here^ I have wondered how our Brethren 
and Sifters have been able to live and keep their health in 
fuch a fituation; but the Lord has preferved them, and I 
found them contented in their poverty. -Having at laft re- 
prefented their cafe to the Brethren, who care for the Mif- 
1 fions, 
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6ons, they were dire&cd to look out for a bettef fpot of 
ground, and to build an houfc for the Mifllonaries, and a 
chapel for the negroes. 

When tfe arrived here, we found nothing further done in 
this matter, except that enquiry had been made for a more 
convenient place, which at lad has been found, in a moft 
eligible filiation, about a mile from the prefent, nearer the 
town, and in the midft of populous eftates. There is a 
walled houfe upon it, 66 feet long and i 8 broad, one ftory 
high. Of this only the walls are good, but with needful re- 
pairs, it may become a good dwelling-houfe. After confer- 
ring with our friends, and receiving it as their opinion, that 
we could not have met with a cheaper and more defirable fpot, 
we determined on the purchafe. The premifes having been 
furveyed on the 30th of May, the affair was finally fettled 
with the proprietor, to mutual fatisfa&ion. 

Indeed we tremble at the thoughts of the heavy expence 
we (hall thereby occafion to our Brethren in Europe, parti- 
cularly as materials for building are fo dear at prefent ; but 
we mall ufe all poffible caution and frugality. We pray the 
Lord to give his blefling to this undertaking for the good of 
this Mif&oo ; and though you and our worthy friends have 
not as yet the joy to fee fuch bleffed fruits of the Gofpel 
here, as in Antigua, yet there is here alfo a feed of the Lord ; 
and He, who has fo richly profpered our weak endeavours in 
Antigua, can, and I truft will, do the fame here alfo. Be 
aflured, that it is our only defire in this world, to do the will 
of our Lord and Savior, and we are very happy tewfay the fame 
of our fellow-laborcTs, who for thefe feveral years paft have 
ftruggled with much difficulty, perplexity, and even want. 

Barbadoes % 0&oter^2% % 1794. 
THE perufal of your laft letter gave us much joy. May 
our Lord hear your and our prayers, that this Miffion may 
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ptofper as thofe in Antigua and St. Kitt's hare done. I have 
lopes, that this will be the cafe. Our new fituation is in * 
all refpeds convenient, and I have had the'pleafure to fee 
about 20 or 30 negroes come on Sundays to hear the Gofpel, 
who never came before. They liften with great attention, 
but it is yet new and. ftrange to them. The baptized, and 
others, generally attend in the old place, as they find it a 
little nearer to their homes, and love their old teachers. I 
am very glad to find that Brother Haman and his wife are 
greatly refpeffced among them. Our baptized, who are 75 
in number, and moftly communicants, are in a pleafing 
courfc, and I hope, that when we are fettled here, and the 
chapel finUJied, they will prove a good fait. The hall in the 
new place, which we ufe a# prefent for our meetings, will 
Tiold 40 or 50 perfons, aud is furnifhed with benches, but 
will of courfe be too fmaB, when we all move hither. We 
took up our abode here on the 28th of July, having repaired 
the old houfe in v part. There is an old wall of a large 
boiling-houfe 55 feet long, which .we (hall ufe as a wall for 
the new chapel. But circumftances here will not permit our 
negroes to affift in building, as they have done in other 
iflands, which will tend to encreafe the expence. 

We have hithertp been gracioufly prefcrved from any epi- 
demical diforder* hurricane, or invafion, and none of us has 
had any heavy ficknefs. 

When I think on my prefent lonely fituation, and look back 
on my former in Antigua, I turn to our Savior for comfort, 
and he ftrengthens me with the profpeft of better fames*, and 
while our Brethren and Sifters and friends in Europe fo ge- 
neroully relieve our external wants, for which may God in 
rich meafure blefs and reward them, let them alfo pray ffr 
us, poor fervants of the Lord, that He may fupport us by 
his gra<je, and awaken the hearts of thefe truly benighted 
negroes here, moft of whom appear, for the prefent, totally 
*Je*d ia fia and indifferent about their foul's falvation. 

Nicolas Hof maw. 
Mm n P*S- T 
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P. S. Q&. igtb. This morning rcry unespedcdly, my dear 
wife was fcized with a paralytic ftrokc, which deprived her 
of the ufe of her whole left fide. By the means ufed by the 
advice of a phyfician, who is oar true friend* (he begins tor 
wtcovtt a little, but to what degree I cannot telh How thia 
afie&s me, ydu may eafily guefe, but as I am obliged to clofo 
this immediately, I can add no more, but will* with the 
firft opportunity, let you know the event* 



• The lattjl Accounts received from different Mi/ficm. 

i. gT. KUTS. At the clofc of the year 1793, the con- 
gregation of negroes in this iflaftd, under the care of 
the Brethren's Miflionarics, amounted to 1135 perfous. 
Letters of May 8th, 1794, contain the agreeable account, 
that our Miflionarics celebrated the Paffion Week and 
Rafter with their negro-flock, in a manner remarkably 
bkfled to all : Near 1500 negroes attended the chapd* 
From Eafter 1793, to Eafter 1794, they ha?c baptized 1&1 
perfons. Subfcquent letters, dated July 19th, inform vs* 
that the Million continues to flourifh \ and more negroes are 
gained, by the power of the Gofpel, as the reward of 
Chrift's fufferings and death. July 13th, 46 grown petfons 
were baptized, and 44 added to the clafs of candidates for 
t baptifm. Befides the Settlement at Baffeterre, there are 
four places in the country, where our Brethren meet the 
negroes \ and there is a profpeft of a rich harveft, 

2. From the Danijb Wejl-India IJlands. We learn, by let- 
aers dated in July, that Brother Thomas Lundberg, who 
had ferved the Million at St. Croix for nine years,, departed 
into eternal reft, on the ill of February 1794. The other 
Miflionarics were well, in all places, and expe&cd Ae arrival 
of fcveral affiftants from Europe with eagernefs, as the work 
fWSCafes^ j t i a wo »thy of remark* that whereas, in the 
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^gtafiing of this Million, in the year 1732, the lanbirl 
of our Brethren among the negroes, met with the molt 
violent oppofition,* there is now not one manager, 
•who prohibits his negroes to go to the Brethren's chapels 
to hear the Gofpel $ and in St. Thomas, there is not 
one plantation, upon which there are not one or more be- 
lieving negroes* 

The Brethren George £orn, and John Gottlieb Lehman, 
who are going to ferve the Miffions in thefe iflands, write 
from Oefter Rifoer, about twenty miles from Arendal, .on. 
the coaft of Norway, in a letter dated O&ober 31ft, 17941 
that having Iain at anchor in Elfineur Roads, to the 27th 
of O&ober, on account of contrary winds, a moft violent 
ilorm arofe in the night between the 27th and 28th, by 
which the (hip was driven from her anchor * and thdugh 
two more anchors were immediately thrown out, they were 
foon obliged to cut the cables, and let her drive out to fea. 
Being thus forced into the Cattegat, they were in imminent 
danger of running aftiore on the coaft of Sweden, had it 
not been for the gracious interference of God's providence ; 
Vhich, confidering their fituation, appeared to all on board 
4ext to miraculous. During this danger, our Miflionaries 
and their wives refigned themfelves cheerfully to the will of 
the Lord, and their compofure and peaceful ftate of mind 
proved edifying to their fellow*paflengers, who often called 
upon them, to offer up prayers in their behalf. They made 
the harbor of Oefter Rifoer on the Joth j and the captain 
went to Arendal, to endeavour to procure new anchors and 
tigging for the voyage* 

3. Antigua. In the fpring of 1794, '^11 our Brethren and 
Sifters employed in this Miffion, except the Brethren 
Tfchirpe afid Hofban, fuflered much from illnefs \ yet> hf 
God's mercy, they all recovered towards fummer. But by 
* letter from Brother Tfchirpe, dated November 12th, juft 
received, we learn, *ith great fGrroHr, that Brother Nicolas 
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Schneckenbtfrger, a very diligent and faithful laborer in Aaf 
vineyard, departed to eternal reft on the. 6th. of November 
laft. The Miflion lofes in him an indefatigable and fucceff- 
ful fervant of God, whofe ufefulnefs and integrity were not 
only gratefully acknowledged by his fellow-laborers, but by 
all who knew him \ infomuch that his death was announced 
in the public papers in the moft refpe&fu} manner. 

The Diaries of this Miflion inform us, that from Eafter 
1793, to Eafter 17941,583 negroes have been baptized in 
the two congregations at St. John's and Gracehill. If w« 
include the new-comers, who defire to be iuftru&ed, the 
candidates for baptifm, and the baptized children; our 
MiiEonarics have to attend to near 10,000 perfons in that 
ifland, and can hardly perform fo extenfive a duty. They 
recommend themfelves the more fervently > with all the 
negroes under their care, to the faithful remembrance and 
prayers of all our Brethren and friends. 

4. From Suriname 9 in South America. We are informed 
ty letters, dated May 24th, 1794, that on the 17th of Auguft 
1 793, fuch a violent hurricane- raged at BamKey, that the crops 
inthecafiabi grounds were torn up in a dreadful manner. How* 
ever, the dwellings of our Brethren were not much injured* 
The congregation of believing free-negroes at Bambey, coa* 
lifted of 41 perfons, at the end of the year 1793. 

Subfequent letters, dated July 24th, 1794, give a pieaGng 
account of all three Millions, both among the free-negroes, 
negro-flaves, and Indians, Of the latter, 6 had been bap- 
tised fince January. At the clofe of the year 1793,' the 
congregation of believing negro-flaves at Paramaribo, con- 
fitted of 267 ; and that at Sommelfdyk, of 60 perfons $ 
in all, of 327. * 4 

. 5. From the Miflionaries at the Gape of (food Hope, pleating 
letters were received to the 9th of April 1794. At the 
clofe of 1793, &eir congregation of baptized Hotten- 
tots confuted of 16 pcifonsr At Chriftmas, fo many people 
M * * afiembled. 
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affembled to hear the Gofpel, that ther were under tfcf 
ncceflity of preaching out of doors. January 28tn, i?94» 
three, and March 23d, two Hottentots were baptized : March 
8th, the firft Hottentot was admitted to partake of the 
Lord's Supper. In February, an epidemical bilious diforder * 
prevailed among the Hottentot nation, which efpccially at- 
tacked the children, and carried off 22 perfons, old and 
young, in the neighbourhood of our Brethren's dwellings 
Thcfe patients were diligently vificed, and found refigned to 
the will of God, cxpre(fing great confidence in Jefus as the 
Savior of finners, and calling upon him in their laft moments, 
to receive theifr fouls in mercy. The number of conftant hear- 
ers had encreafed fo much, that the fcrvice could not be 
performed within doors on Sundays. In the firft quarter of 
this year, feveral Hottentots, Vho live three days' journey 
from our Miflionaries, in the neighbourhood of Sjiakes 
Creek, came to vifit them -, and exprefled their wilh, that 
fome one would alfo come to them, and teach them the way 
to be faved. The Miflionaries had been much indifpofed ; 
but when the laft letters were fcht off, they were all reftored 
to healih. The Brethren Marfveld and Kuehnel had vifited 
the people on Snakes Creek, and were received by them 
with great kindnefs. 

6. From Tranquebar, on the coaft of Coromandel, we 
have received the affeding intelligence, that on the 4th of 
September 1 793, it pleafcd the Lord to call home to eternal 
reft, our much-refpcc~ted Brother, Chriflian Lews Schutnan^ 
after a (hort illnefs. He firft ferved the Million in Suriname> 
In South America, for fome time, but about nine years ago 
was appointed to fuperintend the Million in the Eaft Indies,, 
where his lofs is much lamented by all who knew him. 

7- At Sarepta, near Aftracan, on the river Wolga, our 

Brethren were, during the firft months of the year 1 794, 

ip great danger, on account of fome troubles arifing in ths 

neighbouring Jlaui/za, or villages of the Cofiacks : But 
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"fcjr the mercy of God, and the timet/ interference of tie 
ttugiftrates, peace and fafety were again reftored. 

8, From Greenland we have received accounts, of which 
the following is an extra& : 

Our Miflionaries at Lichtenau write, /hat though fome 
painful thing? occurred in that place in the year 1793 » 7^ 
upon a general review of the courfe of their congregation, 
they found great caufe to thank and praife our Savior, for 
the grace beftowcd upon them. In externals they had a good 
year \ and in Jnly began to build a mpre convenient and 
roomy chppel, for which purpofe materials were fent from 
Copenhagen. They had advanced fo far, as to have hopes 
to make ufe of it about the middle of*0£h>ber. 6 Green- 
landers had been baptized, and 6 admitted to the Lord's 
Supper, fince the date of our lad reports* At the clofe of the 
year 1793* the congregation confifted of 350 Grecnlanders^ 
At New Herrnhut, 13 had been received into the congre* 
gation, and 7 admitted to the Lord's Supper. The number 
of believing Greenlanders was 293. 

At Lichtenfels, t grown perfon was baptized, and 7 
were admitted to the Lord's Supper. The congregation con- 
fifted of 336 Greenlanders. Thus, in the three Settlements, 
our Miflionaries have 979 Greenland converts under their 
care. 

Brother Jefper Brodcrfen returned to Europe with the 
laft (hip. 

9. A letter from the Miffionary, David ZeUberger* 
dated River Tbames y in Upper Canada, April 9th, I794 t 
informs us, that our Indian congregation had hitherto 
remained unmolefted, though they did not know how 
long thU reft might continue, having heard many alarming 
reports. The treaty of peace with the Indian nations had 
Hot had the defired effeft. Brother Zeifberger writes :— 
* Our Savior has faid, When ye hear of wars, and rumors of' 
t« Wi ^ be ye not troubled— and therefore we obey him. 

« From. 
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" From the expedience we have made of his help la timet 
" pa ft, we have that firm confidence thgt he will help *s 
(( alfo in future, lor his name's fake. The Ind^a brethren 
" had laft year a good harveft j and the blcfling of Cod is 
« perceived in all their outward concerns. JJnj all this 

. u would not comfort us, did we act fee at the fame tjme, 
" that the Goipel exerts its power among the Indians* 
" Some fruit begins again to appear in the converGoo of the 
*< .Heathen around us. Laft year, three families of -Monfya 
** moved to our Settlement j and fome of the baptized, dtf~ . 

. * perfed in the late troubles, have again, through mercy, 
<* found th^ way to the Lord, and bis people.** 

A letter from Brother Scnferaan, dated January 8th» 
to Brother Ettvein at Bethlehem, did not arris* tfitre 
till (he ift of O&ober, Tbp following is an ottraQ from 
it; 

u The packet of betters and accounts which ypu fcnt left 
€€ September, having not yet arrived, we are in want of 
u the Daily Texts of the year 1794; but as thofe of 1793 
" did not come to hand till laft June, we make ufe of them 
4C for this year. We have celebrated Chriftmas, New-yetr* 

'** and Epiphany, with much bleffing : Our Savior wfe# pve* 
* fent with us ; and our love to, and faith in him, was greatlf 
« ftrengthened. On Chriftmas-day, two grown perfons and 
u a child were baptized 5 and on 1 Epiphany, two pcrfons were 
" received into the congregation. Several heathen Indians 
" attended our meetings, and heard the Gofpel, with a good 
" and abiding imprefiion. Two men and one woman re* 
" turned-to ua lately, from the wildernefs : One of them was 
" David, an Indian, upwards of 80 years old, who was bap- 
u tized in-Old Gnadenhuettcn above forty years ago. Ever 
V fince -«wr being taken captive on the Mufkingum, he has 
« lived in the wildernefs, chiefly alone. On Epiphany hs 
u vras folemnly re-admitted to our fellowship, and receive! 
w Iff the whole congregation with great joy ; He rejoiced 

like 
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*** Hke a child, that in his hoary age, our Savior had brought 

* him back to the flock. 

• c The Gofpei docs not, as yet, find much entrance 
€< among the Chippeway tribe. They are a very corrupted, 
4i drunken race of Indians. Boas, one of our Indian # 
a affiftants, who fpeaks their language, omits no oppor* 

* tuntty to teach them the way of falvation. 

a We, and brother Zeiftergei's family, moved into our 
€t new dwellings, in the beginning of the winter. Our 
•* Indian Brethren are now engaged in preparing logs to 
• ** build a chapel. Laft yeir,* we had here a malignant cpl- 
€C demical diforder, probably brought from Detroit, of which 
* 4 many people died : The fymptoms were, a cough, violent 
€< hcad-ach, and pains in all the iimbs. Brother ZeHberger 
u had a violent fit of it. Many patients were, forlonie 
u days, almoft fpeechlefs ; but at prefent, all our people 
44 who were attacked by it, are reftored to health," 



U$ % of the Brethren and Sifters employed in the Mjfiotu of the 
United Brethren^ among tht Heathen } toward* the End of 
the Tear 1794. 

1 . Id the Dam'fh Weft India iflands, St . \ A 

Thomas, St. Crofx, and St. John J * "" * 

a. In-' Antigua 2 — — 11 

3. In Jamaica - z — — £ 

4. In TJarbadoes - - I ■ 4 
■ 5. In St. Kitt's - - - t 1 — • 7 

6. In Sun name, in South America • 4 ■ ■ ■ 14 

7. In Canada, among the North American 1 _— 6 

Indians " " * J 

£. In, Labrador 3 ■ ■ 20 

9. In Greenland - - 3 ■ . 14 

10. In the Eafl Indies • - I ■ 14 

f r . At the Cape of Good Hope - 1 3 

In 25 S. 135* M. 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



f 271 1 
FIRST JOURNAL 

received Prom 

HENRY MARSVEfcD, DANIEL SCHWINN, AND 
JOHN.CHR. KUEHNfiL, 

Miffionaries of the Brethren 9 s Churchy ambng the 
Hottentots at the Cape of Good Hope, 

From their Arrival 'at Cape-town, Nov. 23, 1792, to the End of 
March IJ93> nvhe* they had bt{ilt their Houfe at 
• , ' H avians Kloof 

BEING detained at the Cape-town from the 23d of No- 
vember to the r 2oth of December 1792, we became 
acquainted with many gerfons refiding there. We found 
here a company of awakened people; who- meet together 
twice a week. There are above fixty perfons belonging to this 
fooiety, and we were immediately invited to attend their meet- 
ings. We met with feVeral very worthy people among them f 
who rely for falvation upon the atonement of Jefus Chrift 
alone. A fpirit of true chriftian fimplicity prevails in their 
meetings. They had read the Expofition of Chriftian Doc- 
trine with much edification, and told us, that the prejudices 
which they had conceived againft the Prethren^ by faife ac~ 
cufations, had entirely vanifhed. They likewife exprefled 
great joy, that God had again opened a door for the Gofpel 
among the Hottentots* When we took leave, they told us, 
that they had wifhed and e*pe&ed we would eftabliih the 
rules and difciplme of our Church amongft them \ but wd 
informed them, that we had no authority to do it* 

When we arrivcdhere,wedid not find our worthy friend the 
Rev. Mr. Van Lier at home, he being gone into the country 

. • Na for 
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for the benefit of his health. But he had kindly provided a 
lodging for us in his abfence. He returned to the town on 
the 28th of November very weak, and fo far gorx in a con- 
fumption, that to. all appearance he cannot live long. 

In our leifure time we were much occupied with bringing 
our goods on (hore, and making the neceflary arrangements 
for our future abode in the country. Much water having 
got into the fliip, we were afraid .that mod of our things 
would be fpoiled, but we found them all unhurt. 

We received much friendfliip from the Governor, whom 
we waited upon at different times, as likewife from the Com- 
miffioners and Col. G. As to our journey into the country, 
thefe gentlemen advifed us to wait for the arrival of Baas 
Teunit, to whom they would give proper dire&ions, to take 
us with him and lend us every poflible afliftance. This man 
' is a Baas in the Company's fervice, and has the infpe&ion 
over a large diftrift, in which lie is refpedted as chief man, 
both the peafants (who are European colonifts or their de- 
fcendants) and the Hottentots being fubordinate to him. 

"December 2d, Mr. Clude of Conftantia fent us an invita- 
tion to fpend the following day at his houfe. This place is 
eight hours ride from the town, and noted on account of the 
Conftantia wine, growing there. Mr. Clude told us, that he 
bad be^none of our late Brother George Schmidt's* fcholars. 
He would gladly have kept- us fome days at his houfe, but as 
we did not know when Baas Teunis might arrive, we were 
obliged to haften back. ' 

We now heard what various opinions are entertained by 
the peafants concerning us. Some faid — u If the Hotten- 
" tots are to be inflru&ed in the way of falvation, we will 
" gladly become Hottentots.* Others faid — u If thefe Mo- 
€ 5 ravians come here, to convert the Hottentots, they ought 

• Sec p»gc la*. 
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* immediately to be put to death." Indeed, before we left ^ 
Amfterdam, a gentleman from the Cape advifed 14s to be 
very quiet in the beginning, and not to make our views too 
public, left fome of the peafants fhould do every thing to in-* 
jure us. Not long after our arrival, fome peafants came to ( 
our hoft, Mr. Schmidt, to enquire, whether it was really a 
fa£t, that Moravians were come to teach the Hottentots ? 
The report fpread like wildfire in the country, and we were 
confidered almoft as a new fpecies of beings. We were not ^ 
intimidated, but committed ourfelves and the whole caufe to 
God our Savior, convinced, that nothing will happen unto 
41s, but what He pleafes. 

December 17th, Baas Tennis arrived at the Cape-town. On 
the 1 8th the Governor fent for us, introduced us to Baas , 
Teunis, and defired him to aflift and advife us to the utmoft 
of his power, which he willingly promifed. The Governor 
then informed us, that he and the Commiffioners were of 
opinion, that we fhould do beft, to make our firft fettlement 
at Bavians Kloof (Baboons Cliff or Mountain), where our 
late Brother George Schmidt refided. We obferved, that it 
would perhaps not be well to determine upon any particular 
fpot, before we had examined into the fituation of the place, 
whether it would fuit our purpofe. He anfwered, that we 
might however look at it \ and Baas Teunis remarked, that 
more Hottentots lived there, than in any other part of the 
country. Some gentlemen had advifed us to fettle at a place 
called Tigerhoek, but we now refolved to follow the Go- 
vernor's direftion. On the 19th we took leave of the Go- 
vernor, and he affured us of his favor and prote&ion. Thp 
Commiffioners did the fame, and wilhed us God's blcffing. 

We likewife called upon the minifters of the different 
parilhes here, three Calvinifts and one Lutheran, who all 
treated us with great kindnefs, and afrured us of their readi- 
nefs to ferve us. 

Nn 2 • On 
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On ths 20th in the afternoon we fet out, three of our 
friends accompanying us to fomc diftance from the town, 
when we took leave, and mounted a waggon drawn by twelve 
oxen. At feven o'clock we halted, to feed the cattle and eftt 
our fupper in the waggon. Baas Teunis had engaged to 
furnifh us with provifions for th$ journey, and he now pro- 
duced a large hamper, filled .with a very large quantity of 
all kinds of eatables, and fome bottles of wine, telling us 
that Mr. Schmidt had given it to him, for our ufe. In gene- 
ral we mull here remark, that no father can treat his children 
with more kindnefs, than we experienced from him during 
our abode at Cape-town ; may God richly reward him 
and his fon-in-law for all their love. At 9 o'clock we pro- 
ceeded, and travelled all night. Early in the morning of the. 
2ift we palled the river St. Laurence and Hottentots-Hol- 
land. At 7 o'clock we made halt at the foot of a Kloof 
near a ftnall cottage, where we breakfafted. Baas Teunis 
having left a draught of oxen here at pafture in coming to 
the town, they wero now put to the waggon, and the former 
driven behind us by a Hottentot boy. "We now had toafcend 
a hill of very great height and fteepnefs. While we were at 
the Cape, we were often furprifed to fee the pcafantt come to 
town, with twelve or fixteen large oxen to a waggon, when 
the whole load* did not feem to require more than two, to 
draw it with eafe. But now we were convinced of the neceflity 
of fo large a number, and heard that in the interior parts of 
the country, twenty-four oxen are fometimes required, to 
draw the waggons over the hills. Oxen are here much more 
in ufe than horles for draught, though there is no want of the 
latter. Baas Teunis keeps upwards of two hundred horfee, 
belonging to himfclf and the company, and if a peafant 
cannot keep fifty or a hundred, he is thought poor. You may * 
well alk, what ufe there can be in keeping fo many ? Indeed 
pot much. They are out in the fields, and frequently do not 

j return 
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tcturn borne for a whole wc^k. Their chief employ is in 
harv-ft time, t& trend the corn. A large circular euclofure 
being mack in the field, the fheavesare fpread within it, and 
the horfes being let in, are driven with a long whip to and 
fro upon it, till the corn is completely feparated from the ear. 
At ii o'clock we halted at Paimite River, where we dined. 
Baas Teunis leaving it entirely to us, whether we would 
flop and reft, or proceed during the night, we preferred 
the latter. It is the general cuftom among the peafants here, 
to travel all night, and fend the oxen to grafs during the day- 
time. In the afternoon, we pafied three rivers, and fupped 
at 8 in the evening under a fmall thicket. Early on the 2 2d 
we croffed the river Sonderend, and at 8 arrived at the Com- 
pany's pott* Soete Melks Valley, where $a?is Teunis lives. 
After breakfaft Baas Teunis Ihowed us a room in which he 
defired we would confider ourfelves at home, till we could 
proceed. He offered meanwhile to care for our board. 

JIaving a letter from a friend at the Cape to a gentle- 
woman living at a place called Genfekraal, which we wiflicd 
to deliver into her own hands, we fet out on the 23d after 
breakfaft on foot, Baas Teunis having direfted a German 
porter tolhow us the way. The gentlewoman infifted upon 
our ftaying to dine with her, and (howed us her garden, 
which is remarkably beautiful, and furnifhed with delightful 
groves of lemon, almond, apricot, and fig-trees. Many 
plants and flirubs which cannot be reared in Europe without 
much trouble, and only in hot-houfes, grow here fpentane- 
oufly in every garden, and the great »; <antity of fruit upon 
the lemon and fig-trees had even broken fome of the ftouteft 
branches. Our hoftefs, who exprefled great furprize at our 
having walked from home to her houfe, fent us baek in the 
evening in a carriage with eight horfes. It is aftonifliing how 
yery uneven and mountainous this country is. When you 
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have pafled one ridge, another yet higher prefents itfelf, and 
no plain appears in any part of the land. 

December 24th was the day appointed for us to fix upon 
our future habitation. Before we entered upon fo important 
an undertaking, we met, as we have done daily, early in the 
morning, to implore our Savior's grace and help. We 
kneeled down, and entreated him, on the eve of the memorial 
day of his nativity, to blefs us by his holy incarnation, and 
fan&ify us in foul and body as his redeemed ones, for his 
fervice. We commended ourfelves efpecially unto his 
gracious guidance and prote&ion, in fixing upon a fpot for 
our future refidence, that we may dwell in that place, where 
he has appointed we mould fcrvc Him. At 6 o'clock we fet 
out in a waggon, accompanied by Baas Teunis. At 7 we 
reached Harlebeft Kraal, where we discovered part of a wall 
belonging to Brother George Schmidt's firil houfe. At 10 
we arrived at Bavians Kloof. We went to a Hottentot Kraal 
(hut or cottage), and enquired of the inhabitants whether 
they knew the place where George Schmidt's houfe had flood. 
The man immediately went with us and fhowed U3 the very 
fpot, where we found a large piece of the wall, and feveral 
fruit-trees in the garden. There were three other trees* an 
almond, apricot, and pear-tree, (landing at fome diftance, of 
which the Hottentots declared, they were fure that George 
Schmidt had planted them. Some ruins of walls appeared 
here and there, being remnants of cottages, built by the 
Hottentots round their teacher's dwelling. We ftaid here 
three hours, and took a minute view of the whole Situation. 
It appeared to all of us, that this was the place, where the 
Lord would have us remain for the prcfent. 

Baas Teunis then aflced the Hottentot man who had 
{hown us the place ; whether he had heard that George 
Schmidt's Brethren were come into the country, to inftruft 

the 
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the Hottentot* in the way of falvation ? The man anfwered, 
€i Yes, we have heard it j fome peafants have told us, that 
cc people were come to teach us ; that ihey would treat us 
u very kindly in the beginning ; but if we liftened to them, 
u more of their fort would come, take us and fell us as (laves 
a to go to Batavia." When we had returned to the Hotten- 
tots' cottage, Baas Teunis aflced his wife, whether (he had a 
mind to be taught ? "No," replied (he, " I am too old" ((he 
was about 30 years old), " and do not chufe to learn." Baas 
Teunis anfwered — " Well, if you yourfelf don't chufe to 
u learn, you (hould however not hinder your children, nor 
w fuffer yourfelves to be made fools of by the peafants. Our 
" Governor has fent thefe men to teach you, and, in cafe * 
a you are willing to learn, to baptize you, that you may 
4 * know what is good and bad, and become chriftians. The 
" peafants (hall'not hurt you. Our Governor loves you, and 
" has therefore fent thefe teachfers, charging me to bring 
f< them to you. If they were not good men, he would not 
* c have recommended them fo earneftly tome, nor would I 
* c have brought them to you. Don't you remember, that a 
«« few years ago, thefe peafants intended either to (hoot you, 
u or drive you away, and that they would have done it, had 
" I notprote&ed you?" — They replied, "Yes, mafter, we 
u know it." The cafe was this : — About two years ago a 
report prevailed among the Hottentots, that the world would 
foon be deftroyed. In confequence of this perfuafion they 
would do no more work for the peafants 5 killed their cattle, 
and went every where about among their countrymen to 
fpread the report. ' The peafants, whq wifhed to improve 
the occafion, to become podefled of the Hottentots' land, 
declared them to be in a (late of rebellion, and prepared to 
attack them as enemies. Baas Teunis immediately prohibited 
all hoftilities, and the difturbance among the Hottentots foon 
ceafed. The peafants dare not injure any Hottentot, and if 
* even 
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even a Hottentot fervant defcrves puniflinient, the peafant 
mull mention it to the Baa^, who orders what is to be 
done. 

BaaSTeuni9 having reminded them of all this, added, that 
government would alfo fn future protect them, and if they 
were willing to be taught by us, no one (hould dare to moled 
them. We then proceeded to Serjeant's River, about half 
an hour's ride further, where we heard that a perfon lived, who 
had formerly been baptized by Brother George Schmidt. 
As foon as we arrived, all the Hottentot men, women, and 
children placed themfelves in a very reverential manner round 
Baas Teunis. He immediately enquired, where the perfon 
lived, whom George $chmidt had baptized, upon which 
fome went to her hut, and led her to us, for {he was fo old, 
that (he could not walk by herfelf. Having feated herfelf in 
the midft, Baas Teunis addrcfled them, as he had done the 
former, and they all promifed to follow his advice. We then 
afked the old woman, whether George Schmidt had baptized 
her, and how he called her ? She anfwered, that he called 
her Helena in baptifm : Whether any more -of thofc 
he baptized were ftilT living? She anfwered, that (he 
was the only one yet alive. Whether (he knew that 
George Schmidt was dead ? to which (he replied in 
the affirmative. We then enquired, whether (he remem- 
bered any thing of George Schmidt's doftrine ? She copfefTed 
that (he had forgotten all. <c But," faid we, " have you 
fC forgotten, that he told you of Jefus, who, though God 
cc from Heaven, became a man and died on the Crofs, to 
" fave us from our fins?" She replied, " That I remember." 
We then told her, that we were George Schmidt's brethren,' 
and if the Hottentots defired to be faved, we would point out 
the way unto them, as he had done. The old woman ex- 
chimed, " Thanks be to God !" This word filled our hearts 
with joy. She added, that (he had ftill a book in her pof- 
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feflion, given to her by George Schmidt, upon which one of 
them ran and fetched it : It proved to be a Dutch New Tes- 
tament, and was very carefully enclofed in a leather bag % 
wrapped round with two fheej^-fkins. She could formerly 
read, but is now almoft blind. Another Woman, about 
30 years old, who had learnt to read from her coufin, one of 
thofe baptized by Brother Schmidt, reads to her; and we de- 
fired her to let us hear her. She immediately opened the 
fecond chapter of St. Matthew's Gofpel, and read the hiftory 
of our Savior's birth, and the adoration of the wife, men, 
pretty well. Being afked, whether (he knew what (he had 
read and who the child Jefus was ? flie anfwered, that me 
did not know him. We then told them, that when wc 
mould live among them, we would explain it to them, arid 
added, that this Was the very day on which we celebrated 
the birth of Jefus. Baas Teunis clofed the converfation, and 
faid, u When your teachers move to this place, you 
cc n^uft help them to build their houfe, and do not fuffer the 
" peafants to deceive you. Don't believe their tales, but 
cc believe me, for you know that I feek your welfare/' To 
this they gave their heqrty affent, and we left them. As fooii 
as we had taken leave, they fat down on the ground, and 
remained fitting, as long as we could fee them. Baas Teunis 
however informed us, that not much dependance mud be 
placed upon their promifes. We then drove to the dwelling 
of Baas Teunis's eldeft Ton, which is not yet quite finifhed. 
He will be our next neighbor, about an hour and an half's 
ride from our place. "vVe arrived fafe at home about 7 
o'clock. 

. We now refolvsd on the firft day of the new year, God 
willing, to begin to build, and Baas Teunis promifed to lend 
us every affiftance in his power. We muft fetch timber from 
a very great diftance ; for though we found every where 
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wood enough for firing, yet we could not difcover any trees 
fit for building, arid were furprifed to fee fo little wood in fo 
mountainous a country. The little there is, is enclofed be* 
tween rocks and deep recefles, difficult of accefs. On the 
15th, being Chriftmas-day, a meeting was held in Baas 
Teunis's houfe, attended by us and all the family and fervants. 
Some pfalms being fung, a fermon was read, and the fioging 
of another pfalm clofed the folemnity. Baas Teuois told us 
that there were many peafants in the country, who did not 
even know What Chriftmas was* We alfo celebrated this 
feftival in our room, by confidering the great fubjeft of it, 
and offering up a fervent prayer. 

On the 26th BaasTeunis went out to hunt fpotted bucks 
(bunte boecke) and oftriches. The company was feated in a 
waggon, drawn by eight oxen, two horfes running by the fide of 
the carriage. When they came near enough' to fee the game, 
young Teunis mounted one of the horfes and purfued it. He 
knew a place, where an oftrich had made her neft, and hoped 
to find the bird upon it, but (he had efcaped, and all the eggs 
were broken, except one, which was put into the waggon. A 
little way off another was found, lying broken in the ficjd, and 
they are faid to be in fuch plenty hereabouts, that the 
Hottentots earn many a penny by gathering them. Three 
men may make a hearty meal of one of thefe eggs, and they 
are preferred in tafte to hens' eggs. As to the hunt, little or 
nothing was gained by it. Oftriches enough were feen, but 
it was in vain to follow them, for though they cannot fly, 
they run fo fwift, that no horfe is able to overtake them. 
Whole herds of fpotted bucks appeared, about twenty or 
thirty in one herd, but not one was killed. Deer were every 
where in herds, but not one was ihot. They are about half 
as large as the fpotted bucks. In the evening about 6 o'clock, 
the huntfmen came home, having fuffered much from the- 
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heat, the waggon being open. For in this country it it 
now the height of fommer, and the Chriftmas feafon hat 
the hotted and longeft days. Their only booty being the 
oftrich's egg, they were much difappointed in finding it broken 
to pieces, by the jolting of the waggon. Yet it furnifhed a 
very comfortable meal for the two Hottentot boys, who were 
fet to clean the leather bag into which it had been put. 

Every waggon is accompanied by an Hottentot boy, t who 
leads the firft pair of oxen. He mult proceed, though the 
water fhould reach his fhoulders. We were aftonilhed to 
fee them do this hard duty both night and day, without being, 
to appearance, much fatigued. The driver fits upon the 
waggon, and makes ufe of a whip, which from the handle 
to the- end of the lafli is 'upwards of forty feet long. He 
ufes both hands to wield it, and knows exa&ly how to hit 
the beaft he aims at. 

On the 30th, being Sunday, a fermon was read and pfalmt 
were fung in Baas Teunis's family. Every Sunday evening 
the children, fix in number, read, each one chapter in the 
Bible and fing a pfalm, at which we were likewife prefent. "' 
His children are very well educated, and have a tutor, who 
is particularly well (killed in mufic. Towards evening the 
Landdroft of Schwellendam came to attend the to-morrow's 
feftivity : for new-year's eve it in this country a time of 
great feafting and rejoicing. 

A very large company being expe£ted, and afiembling at the 
appointed time on the 3 1 ft, we went out, and fought a folitary 
place behind a thicket, where we kneeled down, offering up 
thanks and praifes to.God our Savior for all the proofs of his love 
and mercy experienced in die year paft : craving his forgivenefs 
of all our failings and various miftakes, and commending our- 
felves and our plan toHis bleffing, entreating him, to take every 
thing from us, which it not profitable for hit fervice, to grant ut 
counfel in all our perplexities, and to put thofc words into our 
Oo 2 mouths, 
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mouths, which he would have us fpeak to the heathen, tor 
whom He has fent us. We devoted ourfelves anew to Him 
with foul and body, to do with us and by us as H€ pleafes, 
and * ere powerfully convinced that He accepted our prayers 
and praifes in mercy, by a remarkable fenfation of His pre- 
face and peace. 

January \ft> 1 793, being New-year's day, the Dutch flag was 
hoifted, which is only permitted at the Company's ports. The 
\yhole day and following nightwere fpent in dancing and mirth 
by the above-mentioned company. However, order was pre- 
ferved ai^d none were intoxicated, except fome men, called 
here foldiers, thirteen in number, who were all German 
handicraftfrnen, and not permitted to fit with Baas Teunis 
at table, being fervapta. He h^d generoufly given them a 
calk of wirje, which they emptied, goj drunk, and at laft 
proceeded to blows. 

Qn the ad, we received ,z letter from the Cape-town 
from Brpther Hacnfel, who was thereon his way from Tran- 
quebar to Europe. We were very forry that we could not 
fee him, but we fent Jetters for him to take to Holland and 
7 Germany. On the 3d, Baas Teunis told us, that he would 
on the rnorrow accompany us to Bavians Kloof, mark the 
fcite of ou? fixture dwelling, and engage workmen. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 4th, we fet out about 9 o'clock, and went firft 
to his fon's houfe to fetch tools, and take a bricklayer, who 
was at work there, with us. We arrived at Bavians Kloof 
at 3 o'clpck, and immediately marked the foundation of an 
houfc, about fifteen yards from the ruins of Brother 
Schmidt's dwelling. Our houfe is to be 36 feet long, 15 
wide, and 7 from the floor to the roof, to contain a fitting- 
zooniy a fleeping chamber, and a kitchen. We had hardly 
arrived, before nine Hottentot men and ten women aflem- 
bled to bid us welcome: to whom we immediately began to 
preach Jefus Chrift a* the Savior of finners. We all ftood 
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under the great pear-tree, planted by our venerable anceftor. 
As foon as we had marked the fpot, we began to carry the 
(tones from the ruins of Brother Schmidt's houfe, to build 
the foundation of our future dwelling. His houfe was 
built entirely of done, ours will be of timber and unburn! 
bricks. Baas Teunis, whofe houfe is likewife built of the 
fame materials, affured us that it will (land 50 years. The 
Hottentots vejry willingly affifted in carrying Hones as long 
as it was day, and Baas Teunis admonifhed them to continue 
to help us, for moderate wages, to find their own provifiohs, 
and to exert themfelves to finifh the houfe before winter. 
They promifed to aflift us faithfully -, but it will be difficult 
for them to fijid their own vi&uals, and alfo contrary to the 
cuftom of the country. For they have no (lore, and whatever 
they earn, is fquandered away immediately. Some Hottentots 
will not work at all, but lie all day long in their huts, till hunger 
drives them out to feek roots or the fruits of trees. Two of the 
above-mentioned people were very regular in their conduft, 
had many head of cattle and good garden grounds ; but they are 
not genuine Hottentots, their fathers being Europeans and 
their. mothers natives. Such mixtures are common alfo be- 
tween the Negroes and Hottentots. The above two perfons 
are the bed qualified to work for us, and promifed to do their 
Utmoft, being alfo our neighbors, and living clofe by f as the 
phrafe here is, that is, fealf an hour's walk from oi)r place. 
They likewife promifed to furniih us with garden fluff, which 
will be* a great help indeed, for othcrwife we (hould not 
know how to get any in the beginning. The peafants in ge* 
ncral are not very willing to help us, for they disapprove <alJ 
together of our being here, and if they were even more 
friendly, they are too far off, the neareft to us being, at a 
diftance of two hours' ride. 

We fpend four hours in going to Baas Teunis with a wag- 
gon drawn by oxen \ and how much time it may require to 
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walk it we cannot tell; nor is it well pra&icable -to travel f<r 
far on foot, on account of the many brooks and rivers, over 
which there are no bridges, and yet mod of them are fo deep, 
that the water reaches to the body of the waggon. If you 
afk the people how far it is to fuch a place, they reply — 
u With oxen fo far, and with horfes fo far/' commonly as far 
again with the former as with the latter. With oxen you travel 
aearly as faft as in Germany with the poll waggon. There 
are here no inns, and the oxen generally travel twelve hours 
without flopping to bait. With horfes they drive and ride in 
full gallop, even up and down hill, if the afcent is not too 
long and fteep. Though they keep fuch amazing herds of 
cattle, they have no flables, but horfes, oxen, and fheep are 
left all the year round in the open air. They endofe a piece 
of ground with a mud-wall or railing, and drive the cattle 
when they come from the pafture, into tbefe enclofures, 
each kind feparately. Horfes and oxen often do not come 
home once in a week, and when they are wanted, they muft 
be fought at fome hours' diftance. Riding horfes are fome- 
times put into a kind of liable and get a handful of corn, but 
draught horfes get nothing except what they find in the fields 
and woods. 

Towards evening BaasTeunis went home, and would gladly 
have perfuaded us to go with him, afluring us, that we could 
be mf no ufe in building fuch an houfe of unburnt brick, 
which the Hottentots alone underftand, and that to work 
in the great heat by day, and ileep in a tent at night, would 
certainly injure our health. However, as we wifhed to be 
prefent, and were particularly defirous to work in our gar- 
den, he left us a fheep and fome garden fluff, and took leave. 
Thus we fpent the firft night in our tent, and had but little 
reft. 

On the morning of the 5th, we got a Hottentot to kill our 
fheep, and intended at 5 o'clock to begin digging the found* 
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ation and building the wall of our houfe, but the Hotten- 
tots did not come to work till nine. . They excufed them* 
{elves by faying, that they were obliged firft to go out to feek 
provifions, and that they would more willingly help us if we 
could board them. We were under much concern how to 
aft ; but one of the above-mentioned Hottentot farmers pro- 
pofed that we fliould pay part of the people's wages to him, 
and he would provide them with four ; obferving, that if the 
payment depended upon the people, he (hould never get it. 
All being fatisfied, we agreed to the propofal. We then 
laid the foundation ftone. The texts of fcripture appointed 
tor this day in our congregations, were very remarkable in 
reference to this Million : The fiift was—" The Lord thy God 
" turned the curfe into a Mejftng unto tbee y becaufe the Lord thy 
u God loved thee.** Deut. 23. 25. And the fecond— u Love 
cc your enemies : Blefs them that curfe you : Do good to them thai 
c< bate you: And pray fir them which defpitefully u/e you and 
" perfecute you % that ye may be the children of your Father ', which 
" is in Heaven." Matth. 5. 44. 45. 

To-day old Helena came to bid us welcome. She lives 
about an hour's walk from hence, and had fpent three hours 
in crawling hitheri She related, that (he was the firft, who 
came to Brother George Schmidt to be taught, and (he then 
cooked for all thofe who affifted him to build his houfe. He * 
bought flour and barley for the people, and a great many 
came to work. But at that time the Hottentots were not fo 
poverty-ftruck, as at prefent ; they had much cattle and meat, 
and milk in "abundance. The country was likewife better 
inhabited. Upon enquiry, from whatfo great a change 
could have originated, (he anfwered, that as foon as George 
Schmidt returned to Europe, the Hottentots went to work 
with the peafants, and entirely forfook this place. She add- 
ed, that as foon as our houfe is fintflied, (he would come 
again to be taught., But when we fpoke to her of our Savior, 
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flic appeared as ignorant as the reft. They all underftahd 
Low Dutch, but when we fpeak with them of fpiritual things, 
they feem to hear a new language, and we mufl. explain our 
meaning, as we procfeed. 

The 6th, we called upon the man who had engaged to fur- 
nifli flour. His whole houfe-keeping looks orderly, and we 
drank here fome good milk. He likewife gave us cucumbers 
to take home with us. Both he and his wife and children 
. are decently drefled. The Hottentots in general have ferae 
cloathing, except a few of the moft indolent. It confifts of a 
fhocp-lkin hung over their (houlders, and another of a fmaller 
fize, tied round their middle. When at work, they put Off 
the larger (kin. In the afternoon eleven women with their 
children came to lee us. They carry their children upon 
their backs, covering them with the (heep-flcins; fo that only 
their heads are feen. The fkin is faftened with a thong 
round the waift, that the children may not drop through. 
Almoft all, both men and women, carry a bag made of the 
fkin of an animal of the Gazelle kind, taken whole from the 
animal, fo that they need not few it together. In this they 
carry their tobacco-pipe, flint and fteel. When they vifit one 
another they all fit down on the ground, one lights his pipe, 
fmokes a whifFor two, and hands it round to the reft, who 
each take # a few whiffs till it is out ; then another lights his 
pipe, and hands it round in the fame manner. Thus they fit 
together for half a day on one fpot, both men and women 
fmoking. On Sunday we and our people refted. 

The 7th, fourteen Hottentots came to work. They began 
firft to prepare the clay at a confiderable dtftance from the 
building, for there was none in the neighborhood. This is 
done in the following manner : One if them ploughed a 
piece of land with fix x>xen, and having made it pretty even 
with an harrow, he drove the beafts to and fro upon it, till 
the clods were properly trodden and broken into fmall pieces. 

A large 
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A Inge bulft hide being fpread out and filled with clay, % 
*ras dragged by the oxen to the building. The clay was im- 
mediately formed by the workmen into bricks, and the wall 
raifed about a foot high on all fides. In this fituation 
It flood one day to dry* Brother Kuehnel was not quite 
well, owing to his being expofed to the great heat of the 
fuo all day, and to a cool daftip tent at night. For the dew 
was fo abundant, that our matrafles were foaking wet. 

On the 8th, the Hottentots came with their wives and 
children, and made huts among the old ruins near our houfe,' 
with a view to ftay, till their work is finifhed. 

The 9th, a large baboon came into our garden, climbed up 
a peach-tree, and very compofedly helped himfelf to the beft 
fruit. One of the Hottentots immediately fefced a gun to 
fire at him, but it miffing fire, the baboon efcaped. Wt 
are much afraid, that we (hall not be able to keep any fruit 
for thefe creatures. Brother Schmidt's large pear-tree bore 
an amazing quantity of fruit, but before it could well ripen* 
the baboons had cleared the tree. They are hereabouts in 
great numbers, and come down the hills at night in large 
companies, howling dreadfully. 

We now began to perceive that Baas Teunis had told uftt 
the truth. For we cannot help the Hottentots in building, 
and our prefent fituation is injurious to our health. Wo 
therefore refolved to accept his kind offer to return to hit 
houfe, and his fon took us with him on the iQth j the in* 
fpe&ion over our building being committed to his bricklayer* 
who is a Dutchman. Baas Teunis and his wife received us 
with much joy, for they had been very apprehenfive that we 
fhould be taken ill. On the 1 2th, being Communion-day in 
our congregations, we fpoke with each other in a confidential 
manner, and joined our Brethren every where in fpirit, pray- 
ing to our Savior to impart his blef&ng alfo unto us in, 
this remote corner of the world. But till our houfe is 
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fcmfted, we eamibt partake of the Communion. For tfcodgfc 
W« have a room to ourfefves, it is fo fituated, that we cannot 
fee alone even for one half hour. Here there is a continual 
bultle: not only the family and the many flares and their, 
children always going hi and out, bat not a day pafling, on 
which there"Sre not a number of vifitors. Theft (lay a day 
or two, and then pafs on to fome other vifltirig-place. By 
this opportunity we have become acquainted with many df 
the peafants, and they with us. They generally behave 
friendly in our pretence, but much the reverfe behind ou^ 
backs. Baas Tennis keeps them in awe, but he has told us 
himfelf, that we have many enemies and very few friends 
among* them. This is a matter of courfe. Many Hottentots 
have already declared, that they will no more work for the 
peafants, but fettle at our place, and hear and believe the 
GofpeL Now the peafrnts depend upon the labor of the 
Hottentots. They cannot keep many flaves, becaufe fomc- 
rimes they have but little, and at other times a great deal to 
do. Thereforeit itf more c o nve ni e n t fofc them to hire Hot- 
tentots by the day or week. We would wife not to be the 
caufe of any lofs or inconvenience to them, but we dannot 
interfere between free Hottentots and their employers. 
• On the 14A, a Hottentot came hither from a diftance of 
*Jght days jourftey. He had been at the Cape-town with the 
Governor to beg leave to mow to us and become a Chriftiin. 
The Governor direj&ed Vim to go to Baas Tennis, where he 
would find us. He had left a peafant, whom he fared fever* 
years, and has five children, in the fame man's fervice. 
Thefe he wifhed to bring hither, that they alfo might learn 
the way of fahration, but faid he was afraid to fetch them. 
Baas Teunis advifed him to go to Bavians Kloof, and ftaf 
there till our houfc is finifeed, when the inltruttion would 
begin. 
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On the soth, ve received another letter from Bf other 
Haeufek We could have wtfhed that it had been pofllblc 
for him to come to fee us, that he might have reported ever j 
thing concerning our prefent fauatioa. 

In the following days* both Brother Schwitm *nd Ku^hnel 
were indifpofed | however, they foon recovered. Confidering 
idl circumftaoces, we thought that it would be well, if one 
of us could refidc in the neighborhood of Banana Kloof t0 
attend the workmen i and as young Mr. Teunis fpends raoft . 
of his time at his new houfe, he offered to lodge and board 
?oe of us, who then might eafily go every day to the building* 
Brother Schwiim being juft now employed in preparing 
feurkrout, beans, and dried peaches for winter confumption, 
and Brother Kuehnei in writing, we refolved that Broths 
Marfrdd ihould firft go thither, and he fet out accord* 

On the a(Sth, the Landdroft of Stellcnbofch came hither &* 
g vifit. He told us that the Government at the Cape had fent 
a circular letter to all Landdroft* and other officers, dire&ing 
that no Hottentot who wtfhed to hear the Gofpel, might 
be prevented by die peafants, and that the latter be 
punithed in cafe of difobedience, &c. He informed us that *" 
as our place lay in his diftri&, we (hould direct all complaints 
to hitn- After we had left the Capetown* the Government 
fent three letters, one to the Landdroft of SchweUendaa, 
one to Baas Teunis, an4 one to us. The latter is as follows; 

5ft the Reverend Mijhnaries of the JJmty of tie Brethren 

ExtroS of the Refolutions made in the Council of Policy TuefiUfr 

Bee. \% 1792U 

* The Governor reported, that the Miffionaries of the 

XJnity of the Brethren, lately arrived with the fhip *t Duyfje 

(the Little Dove), by name, Heniriek Marfueldy Daniel 

jicbvfinui and John Chr. %uebnel> had waited upon iiirn, and 
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• 
jfcprefented, a That having* made every poflible enquiry, 

where they might obtain the aim of their Miflion in the beft 
'manner, it appeared to them, that Bavians Kloof, on 
Serjeants River, was the mod convenient fpot, where alfo 
a Miflionary of their Church had formerly refided:" That he, 
the Governor, had endeavoured to procure the neceflary per- 
miflion' for them to fettle there, and in this view laid their re* 
^ueft before the Genferal Commiflioners, who had ordered, 
that not only their requeft (hould be granted but that all the 
tefolutions made by the honorable board of feventeen, and 
inferted in their refcript of the 1 ath of December, in behalf 
of the faid Miflionaries, (hould be perpetually adhered to. 
' a Refolved therefore, That in order to comply with the above 
gracious order, the (aid Miflionaries be permitted, and they are 
hereby permitted to go to Bavians Kloof on Serjeants River, 
and to fettle there, being a place where at prefent no Chris- 
tian congregation dwells, with a view to preach the Gofpel 
to the Hottentots, inftru£t them in the dofy-ines of the 
Chriftian religion, and if they receive them, form a Chriftian 
congregation, and ferve them with the holy facraments. And 
that they may obtain the aim of their Miflion, they (hall not 
in any wife be molefted in the place of their refidence, and 
the Landdroft of the colony Stellenbofch is hereby direfted, 
to give orders to the (Feldwachtmcifter ) officer of that diftrift, 
that no injury (hall be done them either in their perfons or 
property, or in their daily avocations, but that every one 
(hall endeavour to promote their fafety and give them all due 
jtffiftance. / 

« Refolved alfo, That an extra& of thefe refolutions be 
fent to the Landdroft of Stellenbofch, and to the faid Miffi- 
onaries, for their notice and obfervance, and finally, that 
dire&ions be given to Martin Teunis, Baas of the Company's 
poll, de Soete Mclks Valley, in whofe company the faid 
Miffionariea travel, to take fteps that they be received by the 
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eolonifts in a refpe&ful manner, and provided with all ne* 
ceffaries." 

January 28th, Baas Teunis received a letter from the cler- 
gyman at Schwellendam, in which he exprefled feme dif- 
pleafure, that we had not paid him a vifit. But we had hi- 
therto been ignorant .that there was a clergyman there* and 
now we are at the diftance of two days journey from him. 

During thefe two months we have heard many reports 
concerning us, fpread by feveral petfons, who are highrft 
offended, that the Hottentots are now to be inftru&ed in thd 
Chriftian religion* A man, who is a (Feldcorporal) con- 
ftable, came to a German on the road to the Cape-town, 
and enquired whether we were ftill at the poft, for he had re- 
ceived orders from the Landdroft, to ride over twice a week , 
to enquire, whether we had any complaints to make j but, 
added he, (< I know better ; for I muft live with the pea* 
u fants, and hold with them." He then afked the two Hot- 
tentots, who accompanied the German's carriage, " Whether 
" they likewife intended to be taught ?" Upon their anfwer- 
ing in the affirmative, he faid, " Only wait a little, and 
u you'll be well thwack'd by them : I have heard, that they 
a beat their fcholars mod cruelly, and have brought a whole 
w cheft of bamboos with them to beat you." The Hotten- 
tots made anfwer— w And fuppofing that were true, what 
u then? We have feen you peafants beat your children, 
c< when they refufe to learn, and therefore we muft he 
" fatisfied to be treated like children/' There is at prefent 
an amazing eagernefs in the Hottentots to be inftruftcd. 
God grant that it may laft. 

Having taken our turns in attending to the building of our 
houfe, it was fo far finiflied on the aad of February, that one 
room could be inhabited* Accordingly on that day the 
Brethren Schwinn and Kuehnel moved into it. The texts 
*tT%FT*WMtbjtle£mz % ktthtb<mfc aftbjfirvant hi bUfftd 
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«* /*r #wr." 2 Sam. 7. ay. a JE& /J&J* <x*rcom*tbJUU U+ 
«J Am/ a// things.* 9 Rev. 21.7. Brother Marfvcid remained 
at the poft, till all our goods could be conveyed hither. 

On the 25th, a Hottentot Captain came to Tee us on his 
journey to the Cape-town. His place of abode borders on 
the country of the Caffircs, and a month would be required to 
reach it. Lately a church was built there for the Chriftians, 
•ad a minifter appointed. 

«t To»day one of our Hottentots, who was affifting the 
bricklayer to rough-caft the chimney, had the misfortune to 
fall down from a fcaffold about eight feet high, and to hurt 
fcimfelf fo much, that he was rendered unfit for work. . The 
30th, Brother Marfveld came with all our goods from the 
poft, arid now we live here ail together. 

March 2d, Baas Teunis with his wife and children came to 
fee us, and brought us a prefent of feme garden Huff, of 
which we were in want. We obferved above, that there 
is great plenty of all kinds of provifions in this country. 
We will add fomething more on the fubje&. A peafant 
whofe farm is in good order, is well provided for. He keeps 
many head of cattle, which grow up without much trouble, 
feeking their food wherever they can find it, and increafing 
yearly, fo that he only need fetch them as he wants them for 
uie. He principally occupies himfelf in his fields and gar- 
den. Where we live, we may have bread and meat enough 
for r$QAey, but nothing elfe. Butter is not to be had. For 
though a peasant may have a hundred oxen, he feldom keeps 
more than ten or twelve cows, and thefe give (Scarcely as 
much milk as two would give in Europe. For the cows re- 
fufe to be milked till the calves have fucked their fill. Thus 
what milk the peafants get, is hardly fufficient for their houfc 
keeping, and fhouM they even*have any to fpare, they 
would certainly not let us have it. They pnly bruife the com, 
toiilfi being wanting \ apd in the beginning we di4 
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not much rfcfifii the bread made of It, efpecially dry- 
When a Iheep is killed, we can^nly make one freffi meal of 
it, for the reft mull be falted immediately,, to pteferve it in 
this hot climate. The fheep have a very large tail, with 
much fat in it, which is ufed to dtefs garden ftuff. 
Every other neccflary of life muft be brought from the Cape- 
town, and is exceedingly dear. If we had been obliged to pay 
for materials and building, according to the common charge ' 
made here, we fliould have been at an enormous expence \ 
but Baas Teunis procured every thing for us, either yery 
cheap or for nothing. If you take a man into your houfe 9 - 
to do any kind of work, you muft give him board and los- 
ing, and a dollar per day. Some will not agree for fo little, 
but rather do their work by the job, charge very high, and! 
then take their time to ftay and finifh it. 

Baas Teunis informed us to-day that he fliould fet out for 
the Cape on the 5 th of March, and offered to take one of us 
with him. As we wifhed to fettle fome affairs with the Go- 
vernor, and like wife topurchafe fome neceflary articles; we re- 
folved in our firft conference held here on the 3d, that Brother 
Marfveld fhould go to the Cape-town* Being now for the 
firft time alone, the bricklayer having left us, we had ap- 
pointed this day, folemnly to celebrate our entrance into this 
place and dwelling. Accordingly- we dedicated our houfe 
with prayer and fupplication unto the Lord, entreating hi<n 
to gfant that his fpirit may dwell and reign in it, to give us 
every gift and grace, needful for his fervice, and to impart 
power andbleffing to ourweakteftimonyof biscrofs and death 
for the redemption of the world, that many heathen may 
hear it, as the meflage of God for their falvation. We fo- 
lemnly renewed our covenant with Him and each other, ta 
fpend and be fpent in the fervice of our Savior, and be in all 
things obedient to his call. The text for the day was— * 
m Hatkiah trufltdin the Lord God of Ifr<al ; be clave unto the 
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* Lord* and departed not from following himz and tit Lord 
44 *was with bim." 2 Kings, 1 8. 5, 6, 7. Thus may we 
always cleave to Him, and feel his peace and prefence. We 
then had a meeting with all the adult Hottentots who live on 
our land, and told them, that to-morrow we (hould begin the - 
(Ihool for all, without exception, who were wiiiing to learn, 
but that we (hould poftpone the children's fchool, til) Brother 
Marfveld's return from the Cape-town. They faid— " When 
" our children come home in the evening, and we aflc them, 
u what they have learnt at fchool, and they have made a 
u better progrefs than wp, they may make us believe what 
" they pleafe 5 but if we get the ftart of them, that cannot 
a happen." We told thefto likewife, that immediately after 
Brother Marfveld's return, we (hould have a meeting every 
evening with the Hottentots, to read a leflbn out of the 
Bible, and explain it to them* We were obliged to pofU 
pone this fa long, becaufe the other two Brethren are not yet 
fufficiently acquainted with the Low Dutch language. We them 
wrote down the names of all thofe adults and children, whe 
wifli to attend the fchool, and counted fixty-one. The oldeft 
beg alfo to be admitted, that they may learn to read the 
word of God ; and though we perceive, that many are toe 
old to make any progrefs in learning, we refufe none, left 
they (hould think us partial. We gave each of them a fpdk 
ing-book, and told them, that as foon as they were no more 
difpofed to learn, they (hould return their books. Eight 
families, or Kraals, as they are called here, have moved to us 
to heat the word of God. Pieafing as this is, we are not 
without concern, for many more have fent word, that they 
will move hither, and the ground is fo poor, that they will 
(Scarcely be able to keep their cattle. They fay that it is much 
colder on this, than on the oppofite fide of the river Son* 
derend, and that flieep cannot well fubfift here. Therefore 
the peafants fend their cattle to the other fide in winter*. 

S There 
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A great deal of rain falls during that feafon, by which 
the river is fo much fwollen, that there is no poffibility of 
eroding, and the poor Hottentots who live on this fide, and 
earn their bread by working for the peafants on the other, 
fuffer great want. Suppofing our people fhould depend 
upon their diligence in railing corn, they would not find 
land enough fit for the purpofe, for it is extremely 
uneven, and about mufket-fhot from our houfe, there is a 
ridge of mountains, higher than any we have feen hitherto. 
However, we commit all thefe circumftances unto the Lord^ 
knowing that He can and will furnifh the proper means 
to carry on his work. We often confider with much 
emotion, how different our fituation is from that of many of 
our Miflionaries, who muft fearch long and perhaps at a 
great diftance for one foul, who is defirous to hear the Gofpel 
of Jefus } and here the heathen are fo eager to come to us, 
that we know not how to harbor then). We alfo on this 
day regulated our family worftrip, in a convenient manner. 
Early on the 4th, twenty-four adult Hottentots came, to fchool. 
Many fent word, that as foon as they could provide them- 
felves with vi&uals, they would alfo come. Soipe fuppofed 
that we would give them food ; we told them, that we were 
not able to do this, but that we would take no pay for our 
trouble in teaching them. At noon Brother Marfveld rode 
to BaasTeunis, to go with him to-morrow to the Cape-town, 
and we commended him to (he grace and protection of the 
Lord. 

On the 5th, twenty«-feven Hottentots came to fchool. One 
of them having told us, that his child had died lad night, we 
defired to be prefent at the funeral, and towards evening he 
came to fetch us. We found all the men of the village af- 
fembled, and the women fitting on the ground, fmoking 
tobacco. The corpfe was brought out of the cottage, wrap- 
ped and tied up in a Qieep-flcin, fo that no part of it could be 
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fieri. The proceflion to the gravc f whkh was about two 
hundred yards from the cottage, was in the following order \ 
firft, si man reprefenting the pried or clerk* then the bearer 
of the corpfe, followed by the father* and after him the reft 
of the men, feyeral of whom carried (hovels, The grave 
was about four feet deep, and larger than Would have beea 
neceflary for a grown perfon. A hole being made in one fide 
of it, refembling a vault, the corpfe was put in, and the open* 
ing (hut up with pieces of wood and faggots. Afterwards 
each of the company threw a (hovel-full of earth into the 
grave, till it was not only filled, but a very confiderable hil- 
lock raifed above it, upon which they fet a 'plant, called here 
Hottentot figs, which grows, remarkably faft, and bears a 
fruit in tafte not unlike a fig, and with which the Hottentot* 
can fupport life, if deftitqte of other provifions, The grave 
and hillock were at laft covered with (tones, to prevent the 
wolves from digging for the body* The ceremony being 
ended; the firft man thanked the company, and us more par* 
tkularly, for our attendance, \y>on which the proceflion re r 
turned, The women remained all this time fitting and 
invoking, viewing the funeral at a difcnee, A goat was 
then killed, and all the company partook of the repaft. The 
graves of the Hottentots are very vifiblc for a great number 
of years, and there are behind our boqfe many mounds of 
earth covered with (tones a* monuments of the deceafcd* 

On the 6th, our fcholars were pun&ual to their time. 
Brother Kuehnel was prevented from going abroad by a very 
painful boil on his knee, which was the more diitreffing,as we 
muft work hard, to get our garden forward enough, to be 
able to fow and plant in it. For winter is coming on apace. 
Many ufeful garden plants thrive here very well in winter* 
fuch as falad, cabbage, and fcveral roots. We are alfa 
much occupied in and about the houfe, and wherever we 
^urn, we find work enough. Our windows are not finifhed 
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fofrwant of glafi* whicii Brother Marfveld hopes to procute 
At the Gape. 

We have obfervcd already, that all wofrk, done by handi- 
craftfmeh of any defcription, is exceedingly dear. We know not 
how to get one carpenter or joiner in the whole country, and 
it would be of very effential fervice to us, if one of us had 
learnt that trade. However, we make flrift, and do all man- 
ner of work as well as we can. Baas Teunis made us a 
|>refent of a table* and lent Us bcdfteads, till we can provide 
burfelves. A bedftead is a very neceflary piece of furniture, 
not only on account of the dampnefs of the ground (for we 
have no flooring), but on accbUnt of the quantity of vermin, 
efpecially ants, which even cteep up into our bedfteads and 
difturb our reft. 

On the 7th sill dtf fcholats attended. The poor Hotted* 
lots ire eiceedihgly tormented by vermin, and their fheep- 
fkln clothing harbors large quantities* Their only mode of 
cleaning it, is by beatiiig it with a ftick. We {hall endeavof 
by degrees* if poflible, to promote cleanlinefs amdrig them^ 
but we are afraid it will be a hafd talk, for their whole man- 
tier of living isagainft it. Theft Kraals or cottages are built 
in dne day in the following martnef :— They fetch flendef 
poles out of the wood, ahd ruri them into the ground fo as 
to form a circle, about twelve feet in diameter, lefs or larger, 
according to the number of the family* The tops are then 
bent towards eafch other, and tied faft in fuch a manner, that 
the greatcft height in the middle is about 5 feet; The ground 
infidc is then fpread with (heep-fkins, and the oiitfidfi of th$ 
poles covered with fluns and matting. An opening is left 
on one fide for a dpor, but fo fmall, that one mud creep into 
it, and in this fmall compafs the whole family lie together. 
In general the women are very idle, and fit all day long on 
one fpot, fmoking tobacco, to which even children accuilom 
themfelves very early. 

Cta a ° a 
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On the 8th, all came again at the appointed time to fcbool* 
Old Helena is always among them, and both (he and her 
friend who can read, affift in bringing the reft forward, fo 
that in thefe few days, they have learnt more letters than 
we could have expe^ed. 

The 9th, being Saturday, we had no fchool, and appointed 
both Saturdays and Wednesdays to be employed in our 
own houfekeeping, for which we want more time than the 
few leifure hours on fchool-days will afford. To-day aftrangc 
Hottentot came and told us, that he " would bring his houfc 
" hither, and be taught." 

Sunday the 10th, early, we prayed the church-litany and 
the Hottentots came to vifit us, to whom we fpoke of our 
$avior, who now calls them to turn from their evil ways 
unto the fcrvice of the living God. We hear that many, 
now living beyond thfc mountains, have fignified their inten^ 
tion of moving to us. Many peafants oppofe them violently, 
and it occafions much difturbance. Our people are afraid, 
that this land will not maintain all who intend to come, and 
indeed we are fure it cannot; but God, who has kindled the 
tire,- will provide ways and means as he thinks fit. Several 
peafant3 have called to fee our place from curiofrty, and 
behave very well. We treat them with all poflible kindnefs. 
One of them lives at a diftance of three hours ride on horfe- 
back. Another, who lives fomewhat nearer, and is faid to be 
a. very wqrthy man, invited us to his houfe, and faid, "Let 
* c us be good neighbors." 

The 1 ith, our fcholars came again regularly as ufual. We 
mult obferve in praife of the Hottentots, that they are in 
general ftri&ly honeft. They never touch the property of 
another, unlefs driven by fevere hunger, and we are told, 
that even then, thieving is very rare. If a Hottentot finds 
any thing loft or miflaid, he brings it carefully to its owner. 
We have already hadfome inftances of this honeft difpofition 
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in them. To-day again a ftrangc Hottentot came to inform 
us, that he would bring his houfe and learn. 

On the 1 2th, a young Hottentot woman came and com- 
plained, that the peafant, whom flie had ferved two years, 
had beaten her, becaufe (he declared her intention to be 
taught by us, and now threatened to fetch her back again. 
We told her, (he fhould (lay here, and not be afraid of any 
one. Three other women came with her, and they were all 
more decently drefled than the reft. 

On the 13th, we heard that a Hottentot, who attends our 
fchool,had beaten his wife fo as to cut her head in two places. 
We aflced him, what was the reafon of this brutal conduct ? 
He anfwercd, it was becaufe (he would not mend his clothes. 
We then told him, that people, who behaved in that manner, 
fliould not come to our fchool, took his book from him, and 
fcnt him home. Some days after he returned, and very 
humbly begged to be forgiven, which was granted. In thefe 
days a Hottentot woman got her little infant of two months 
old, out of the pofleflion of a peafant, who had detained it, i^^ 
to force the mother to leave our place and return to his 
fervice. Having complained to us, we fent her with a note 
to Baas Teum's, and the child was delivered up to her. 

On the i5th,oneof the Hottentots, who keeps a waggon, 
fetched two loads of brufliwood for us, partly for firing, and 
partly to make a fence to our garden. 

On the 1 6th, we vifited the above-mentioned peafant, who 
had invited us to be good neighbors. He behaved with great 
kindnefs, and would have kept us all night, but we returned 
to our Hottentots. 

On the 17th, our fcholars came again punctually ; their 
number increafes, and their progrefs is quicker than we 
fliould have imagined. Moft of them know all the letters 
perfectly, and fome begin to fpell. On the 18th we were 
again applied to by a Hottentot, whofe fon is detained by a 
peafant, and we fent him to the Landdroft. On the 20th, 
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We cut fire-wood on the rivdr-fide, being obliged to> do thr# 
work now, on account of the inundations in winter. The 
2 1 ft, we were obliged to take reft, hating exerted ourfelves- 
too much in this warm climate, to which we are not yet ac-» 
cuftomed* On the 2*d, we wefe vifited by the Landdroft of" 
Schwellendam, his wife and daughter, and the clergyman of 
that poll. A Baas of a Company's poft, ten day* journey from? 
hence, with his wife and daughter, arrived here likewife on g 
vifit, in company with Baas Teunis's wife. The Landdroft: 
defircd us to return the vifit* and prom i fed to fend for us/ 
whenever we can fpare time to come. He lives two daysr 
journey from hence, and is a true friend to the Million. 
The whole company fpent fome hours here to mutual fatifr 
faction. 

On the 23d, being Palm Sunday, we were in fpfrit with our 
dear Brethren in Europe. We prayed to the Lord to blcfs us 
with an uninterrupted enjoyment of his grace, and to grant that 
in this dark country, the light of the precious Gofpel of his 
atonement may foon ihine in the mod glorious manner, that 
He may fee of the travail of his foul and be fatisfied. In die 
following days we began to dig a ditch, to lead the water 
of a brook, at fome di (lance from our houfe, into out garden. 
Brother Schmidt had done the fame, as the Hottentots told 
<us, but there remain very few traces of his work. * Five Hot- 
tentots aiCfted us in digging the ditch. 

On the 25th, Brother Marfveld returned from the Cape- 
town fafe and well, having been three weeks srbfenr. Wer 
had eagerly looked out for his return, on account of the daily 
increafe of labor among the Hottentots. He gave us the 
following written account of his journey and abode at the 
Cape: 

a March 4th, I fet out from Bavians Kloof, attended with 
my Brethren's beft wilhes and prayers, and arrived fafe with 
Baas Tcunis at Socte Melkt Valley* On the 6th, at one in 
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the afternoon, we fet off for the Cape with two waggons. 
About 6 in the evening we met a waggon, the driver of which 
had letters for Baas Teunis, and alfo informed him that he 
had a calk of wine, directed to his care. By a letter to me, 
inclofcd in one to Baas Tennis, I learnt that this caflt of 
wine was a preTent to us, from a Mr. Lefieur at the Cape, 
who had treated us there with great kindnefs. One of the 
oxen in the fecond waggon having fallen down, we were 
obliged to proceed through the night with one yoke lefs, 
and had now twelve oxen to each waggon. Having on the 
7th early pafled Botter River, the twenty-four oxen were 
fent to graze in the field, We made a fire and got our break- 
faft, after which we had fome fleep in the waggon. When 
we awoke, about 9 o'clock, all our oxen were gone. Baas 
Teunis, myfelf, and four Hottentots went immediately in 
fearch of them, but did not meet with them till one. 
About 4 o'clock we proceeded on our journey. Baas Tiunia 
dreaded the afcent of a mountain called Hoheneck (High- 
ridge), and indeed by the time we had reached its foot, our 
cattle could hardly crawl along. We had not afcend ed above 
half anEnglifli mile, when the oxen flood (till, and we were 
obliged to take them off, and put twenty frefli ones to' the 
waggons. This mountain is about an hour and a half's walk 
to its fumn^it, and very fteep and rocky. I walked forward, for 
the jolting of the waggon was intolerable ; but when I had 
reached the top, J perceived that our waggon did not follow, 
having got fattened in thciocks. Accordingly I returned to 
affift, but with all our exertions we were hardly able to dif- 
engage it. At laft, about 7 in the evening, we reached the 
fummit. At a in the morning of the 8th, we arrived at 
Palmite River, and fbon after 2, at Hottentot Hollands Kloof. • 
The road over this mountain rcfembles a ftet;p rugged range 
pf fteps j but with the^help of twenty frefh oxen, we gained 
the fummit at 4 o'clock? We walked down t^e ftee£ defcent, 
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the wind being exceffively piercing, and fo violent, 
that we were obliged to hold faft to one another, to prevent 
our being blown down. Being arrived near the foot, I went 
afide, and fat down to Teft in a cave. Here I turned with 
many tears unto the Lord, praying him to blefs and fupport 
my Brethren at Bavians Kloof, and to give them all the 
grace they require for the beginning of their labor among the 
Hottentots. I felt myfelf truly unworthy of fuch honor, as 
that of ferving our Savior in his kingdom ; and could not 
help being aftoniftied, that He mould choofe fuch a poor, 
helplcfs creature as I am, to be engaged in fo important a 
work, as the proclamation of his love towards the poor 
human race. I called to mind how I was difpofed when I 
firft joined the Brethren's Congregation. My higheft wifli 
then was, that I might live unobferved, earn my bread by 
die work of my hands, and even in poverty and want, enjoy 
the fellowihip of children of God. And now I am called to 
His ferviee among the heathen !— I broke out in this ejacula- 
tion— <c Blefled Savior ! thou haft indeed chofen a weak in- 
• u ftroment to do thy work! " I felt at this moment the pre^ 
fence and peace of our Savior in fo powerful a manner, that 
I left the cave rejoicing, and walked down the laft defcent. 
Turning round, the waggons defcending near the fummit, 
exhibited a mod Angular appearance, the hind wheels being 
locked and grating againft the hard rock fo violently, that a 
ftream of fire feemed to iffue from beneath them. About 7, 
waggons and all had reached the bottom, and the oxen were 
taken out of harnefs, to give them reft. Having lighted a 
fire, we got our breakfaft, and lay down to reft. About 12, 
Baas Tcunis propofed to roaft fome beef, and my curiofity 
was excited, to fee how this would be done without any ap- 
paratus for roafting. A Hottentot was cook, and having flit 
a piece of wood at one end, he fliaped it into a fork, to 
•whi^h he faftcned the meat. Then having kindled a large 
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fire, as foon as the coals were clear, he laid the meat upon 
them, turning it at proper intervals with the fork, till it was 
fufficiently done. He then placed it before us upon the grafs, 
which ferved both for table and diflies. At 3 we fet out again, 
and arrived at Hottentots Holland, where we called upon a 
widow woman. About S, we arrived at Mr. Jacob Corner- 
man's. He aflced who I was, and hearing from Baas Teunis, 
that I was one of the Miffionariei of the Brethren's Church 
fent to the Hottentots, he exprefled the fincereft joy. He is 
now an old man, and knew Brother George Schmidt well. 
We then had fome edifying converfation concerning the only 
means of fahration by faith in Jefus. He offered me a lodg- 
ing, whenever I ihould have occafionto travel to the Cape. 
Having refted about an hour, we proceeded during the night, 
and on the 9th, came to a place called De Duyn. -We halted 
at a poor negroe's cottage, and wiflung to boil a piece of meat, 
a large broken pot, which he very kindly lent us, ferved our 
purpofe. At 3 we fet off again, and towards evening arrived 
With our old friend, Mr. Martin Schmidt, in the Cape-town, 
who received me with great joy, and could not hear enough 
of our beginnings at Bavians Kloof. 

" On the 10th a peafant and his wife came to Mr. Schmidt, 
having heard that a Moravian~was at his houfe. I happened 
not to be at home, but as foon as I entered, they rofe and 
furveyed me from head to foot, as if I had been fome 
ftrange bead. At dinner the converfation turned upon 
religious fubje&s, and I entered freely into a difcourfe con- 
cerning juftification by faith, and the merits of our crucified 
Savior. The peafant and his wife now changed their whole 
deportment, and begged, that I would never pafs by their 
houfe without calling. — "But remember," faidl, "J -am a 
"Moravian." — " That does not fignify," faidthey, " we are 
" Brethren." 

, Rr «(>*- 
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u On the i ith, I went to the cattle, and was admitted to the. 
Governor, but having to attend to many other perfons com- 
ing on bufinefs, he appointed me to fpend fome time with 
him another day. I then called upon Col. G. and afterwards 
upon the Commifiioners. Both they and the Colonel made 
much enquiry about our proceedings, and rejoiced to hear 
my account of our fettlement. They fpoke alfo of our fettle- 
ment at Zeyft in Holland, and in very afFe&ionate terms 
wifhed us God's bleffing to our undertaking. The 12th, I 
fpent in vifiting the fociety of awakened people in their 
houfes, with mutual pleafure and edification. On the 13th 
I waited by appointment upon the Governor. He treated me 
with the mod condefcending cordiality, and I had now an 
opportunity, freely and particularly to coriverfe with him 
concerning the nature of our fettlement here, {bowing 
him all the official papers relating to it. 

"On the I4th,lvifitedthemrnitters of the Calvinift churches, 
and on the 15th called upon the Rev. Mr. Colver, with 
whom I had a very pleafing converfation concerning the fuf- 
feringsof our Savior, and the atonement he made for fin. 
The reft of my time, to the 20th, I employed in vifiting the 
awakened people, and we ftrengthened and encouraged each 
other to remain faithful unto the end, through the grace of 
our Lord and Savior Jefus Chrift. On the 20th, Baas 
Teunis being ready, we fet out at 7 in the morning, and came 
at nine to a gentleman's houfe, called the Brewery, where 
Baas Teunis had bufinefs. The Rev. Mr. Van Lier's prefent 
refidence being not far off, I went to fee him, but found him 
already too weak to fpeak. He reached out his hand, and his 
friendly countenance teftified die peace and happinefs of his 
mind. As we were obliged to fpend the night at the 
Brewery, we faw one company after the other arrive, to fee 
Mr. Van Lier. He grew weaker every moment, and at 
4 in the morning of the 21ft, fell happily afleep in Jefus* 
* At 
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At 8 o'clock we fet out, and reached Hottentot Hollands 
Kloof on the 22d, and the Warm Bath on the 23d. We 
(laid here all day* and having been advifed to try the bath for 
my. health, I did fb> but found it difegrceably hot. At 9 in 
the evening we proceeded on qui journey, and arrived on the 
24th at Soete Melks Valley. The 25th, I reached Bavians 
Kloof fafe and well,, about 12 o'clock at night, praifing the 
Lord for all his goodnefs towards me, and the gracious pre;- 
fervation of my body from all harm ; for travelling in this 
country is not only troublefome but dangerous, on account 
of the badnefs of the' roads and the uncommon fteepnefs of 
the mountains. I had been detained longer tbfrn I wifhed, by 
Baas Teunis's engagement wkh the Company." 
Thus far Brother Marfvdd. 

The diary continues : 

On the 26th, we had a conference, to regulate a meeting 
with the Hottentots after fchooMiours, with a view to in- 
ftruft them in the doftrine of the fcriptures. They were af- 
terwards informed, that to-morrow, an hour before fun-fet,we 
fliould make a beginning to meet them for the above purpofe, 
and firft with the grown people alone. We would gladly 
have invited the boys and girls to come with their 
parents, but could not for want of room. To-day the 
Hottentots offered to affift in digging the ditch, to lead water 
into our garden, without pay. They faid it was their duty 
to do every thing for us; but their poverty is fuch, that we 
cannot admit of it. On the 27th, we met them for the firft 
time in the evening, and this being the Paffion-week, we read 
fome parts of our Savior's laft difcourfes to his difciples be- 
fore his fufferings, and explained as we proceeded. There 
were forty-one men and / women prefent, whofe filence 
and attention amazed us; for we had heard, that it would 
be very difficult to keep them quiet during a difcourfe. 
Rr 2 We 
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We found the reverfe, though we gave them no previotte 
admonition on that head. 

On the 28th, being Maundy Thurfday, we partook of the 
holy Communion for the firft time in our houfe. Our Savior 
fulfilled his gracious promife, that where two or three are ga- 
thered together in his name, he will be in the midft of .them. 
He was truly prefent with us to blefs us. In the evening the 
Hottentots came with eagernefs, to attend the meeting. 
Ob the 29th, we were vifited by the widow of a peafant with 
her ' family, making in all nine perfons. Thefe vifits are in- 
deed unavoidable and fometimes pleating, but if we receive 
many, we {hall not only be difturbed in our proper employ, 
but not able to treat viGtors in that ftyle of hofpitality intro- 
duced into this country, and which we fhould experience, 
were we to travel much. On the 30th, we had a conference 
to confult upon various fubje&s. The fchool has been held 
now for four weeks, and the number of fcholars is daily 
increafing. Moft of them know their letters, and feveral 
can fpell. Hitherto we have only taught the adults, but 
now we (hall begin to teach the children. We therefore 
refolved to begin fchool at 8 o'clock in the morning, firft 
with the men and then with the children, and at 2 in the 
afternoon, firft with the children and then with the women. 
After the women's fchool, . the evening meeting begins, in 
which we firft read a leflbn out of the Bible, and then explain 
it to them. We divided the labor amongft us in fuch a 
manner, that each has a proper portion allotted to him. 
Towards evening, the Hottentots aflembled, and we read 
to them the 23d chapter of St. Luke, treating of the 
crucifixion of our Savior. We wilh our Brethren and 
friends in Europe could fee fuch an aflembly, and be wit- 
nefles of the reverence, with which the Hottentots hear our 
teftimony, that Jefus loved them even unto death. They 
look, as if they would eat the words as they proceed from 
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our lips, and many are fo much moved, that they flicd tears* 
The prefence of God is felt by us in an extraordinary manner, 
and we cannot but hope and believe, that the hour of grace is 
now at hand, to call the Hottentots to the knowledge of 
their Redeemer. On Eafter Eve, we confidcred our Savior's 
reft in the grave, by which our graves are alfo fan&ified to 
be refting-places, until we rife in his likenefs j and on the 
31ft, being Eafter Sunday, we met early, to pray the Eafter 
Litany. At 10 o'clock we had a meeting with all our people, 
at which we fpoke of the glorious refurre&ion of our 
Savior from the dead. Forty-four Hottentots attended with 
fuch reverential filence and devotion, as is fcarcely met with 
among Chriftians. We are already in great want of room, 
and hear daily of others, who intend to come to hear the 
Gofpel. When we arrived here, there was not one build- 
ing on the fpot, and now there are thirteen Hottentot cot- 
tages inhabited. The report has fpread far and near, and it 
is become a common faying among the Hottentots, that 
God has fent men to teach them the way of falvation, and 
that whoever now refufes to hear and believe, mult expeft 
a heavy punifliment from God. We cannot refrain from 
tears of joy, when we hear their unaffe&ed declarations. 
We have likewife obfervcd, that whereas the Hottentots are 
in general extravagantly fond of dancing, and ufcd to fpend 
every evening in this way, we have never feen the lead in- 
clination to dance, among thofe on our land, though we 
have not uttered one word to prohibit it. 

Dear Brethren, we cannot conclude our diary without 
calling upon you to join us in prayer to God our Savior, that 
He would- not fuffer the fire he has kindled, to be ex- 
tinguiihed in any wife, but grant it to burn up into a 
flame, which may caft its light all around,' that His name 
may be glorified by the converfion of this poor people. And 
pray alfo for us, that He may impart unto us all thofe gifts 
5 wc 
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we want in his fcrvice among them. We commend our- 
felves and our dear Hottentot Congregation to your prayers 
and faithful remembrance, and remain your afie&ionate 
Brethren, 

H. Marsvbld, Danl. Schwjnn, J. C. Kuehnel. 

Bavians Kloof in Africa^ 
March 31,1793. 



AbJlraSt of Brother Melchior Schmidt's Narrative of his own 

Life. 

[N. B. He labored in the Million of the Brethren among the 
Negroes in the Danifh Weft India Iflands, 19 years fuo 
ccfirtely.] 

* ¥ WAS born April 16th, 1722, at Great Peterwitz, 
X in Lower Silefia. My parents were pious people, and 
endeavoured to bring up their children in the fear and ad- 
monition of the Lord •, but being poor, and my father always 
ailing, they were obliged to fend us to fomc relations for 
education. Having, through God's blefling, made an early 
progrefs in reading and writing, I was much noticed by my 
friends, and confidered as a good and pious child, though 
early feduced to fin, and fecretly attached to it. However, I 
found great delight in reading the fcriptures, fo that I fome- 
times forgot eating and drinking, till at laft I was forced to 
defift, my parents fearing the confequences of fuch eager 
application. I often experienced fomething of the power of 
the word of God, though I did not underftand thefe emotions 
aright, till fome time after, when I perceived and confefled 
with the greateft gratitude, that God my Savior, even in the 
earlieft part of my life, followed me as the good Shepherd, to 
bring me home to his fold. Notwithftanding my great (how 
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of piety, my love for the world and its finful pleafures in- 
creafed with my years, and brought me into great diftrefs of 
mind ; for I was convinced of the nature and curfe of fin 9 
and never could find any peace of mind in its fervice. I 
often fought fome private corner in the houfe, where in 
fecret I might call upon God for mercy and companion, and 
always rofe from prayer greatly comforted. Our parifli 
minifter ufed frequently to fpeak of the faints in glory, and 
how thofe who had led others to the knowledge of the truth, 
would ihine as ftars in the firmament. This ftruck me much, 
and I was fet upon becoming a teacher of others, with the 
certain hope thereby to obtain eternal life. I therefore very 
preffiogly begged my father to fend me to fome public fchool, 
and his not being able to do it, on account of poverty, 
grieved me exceedingly. But when once in converfation, my 
father related, that a minifter of his acquaintance ufed to 
fpeak much of the difficult tafk of a minifter of the Gofpel, 
and his great refponfibility as to the fouls committed to his 
care, making ufe of this ex predion, ' that he was afraid 
rainifters would be as rarely met with in Heaven, as white 
crows in this country ;' I was frightened, and loft all incli- 
nation for preaching. I was now extremely perplexed in 
mind, not knowing what manner of life to ohufe, to make 
furc of eternal life ; for I was as yet unacquainted with the 
only means of falvation, offered to all clafles and conditions 
of men, in the atonement made by Jefus Chrift. 

<c After my father's death, I went to live with a relation, 
and affifted him in his bufinefs. In this place, after much 
anxiety of mind, I was particularly led to confider the fufler- 
ings and death of our Savior, and found true comfort and 
delight in reading or finging hymns treating of that fubje&. 
The name of Jefus appeared to me fo precious, that, inftead 
of fpending my leifure time in play with other boys, I 
amufed myfelf with gilding it in every religious book I found. 

It 
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It truly proved a precious and healing balfam to my affli&ed 
foul. I now defired nothing more than to find one foul in 
the world, to whom I might fpeak confidently of the ftate of 
my heart, but found none able to advife me. About this time 
a report was fpread, that a new do&rine had arifen in a place 
called Upper Peilau, which made much nolfe : for the moil 
abominable ftories were propagated throughout the country, 
of the wickednefs and forcery pra£ttfed by the people who 
profefled it. This caufed a proclamation to be ifiued by the 
chief magiftrate, containing the following paragraph : 

u Whereas, it is well known, that a new do&rine is taught 
u at the Lord of Upper Peilau, Baron von Seidliz's houfe, 
44 all inhabitants of this country, whether Lutheran or Roman 
u Catholic, are hereby commanded by the magiftrates -to 
€l dcfift from going to or joining thefe feducers j and whofo- 
4< ever ihall tranfgrefs, (hall not only forfeit his property, but 
" be liable to corporal puniihment." 

" On hearing this, thofe words of fcripture immediately 
ftruck me, " All that will live godly in Cbrijt Jefus y /baHfuffer 
u perfecution" 2 Tim. 3. 12, and I refolved not to reft, till 
I became acquainted with thefe people and their do&rine. 
About a we,ek after, I was accidentally (or rather providen- 
tially) led into their acquaintance, and found that thefe 
defpifed and perfecuted people were my brethren, who 
founded their hopes upon the fame faith. Soon after Baron 
von Seidliz, the fo-called ringleader of the new fed, was 
taken up and carried prifoner to Jauer. But I foon found 
perfons of his connexion, to whom I could freely open my 
heart. This, and my frequent vifits to the Rev. Mr. Conrad, 
minifter of Dirfdorf, caufed my relation to conceive fo great 
an enmity againft me, that in July 1741, he ordered me 
inftantly to quit his houfe. I was prevented for fome time 
from finding another employer by the war and the march of 
tbe Auftrian army into Silefia, and for fevest weeks endured 
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great hardfhips and poverty. At laft I came to Gittrhahfdorf* 
to a man called Chriftian Schreiber, who had been about 
fixteen years a feather among the awakened people. His wife 
and whole family were of the fame mind with us, and he foon 
engaged me as his afliftant. I accompanied him on his vifits 
to the ferious people in all the adjacent towns and villages* 
till at length I grew fcrupulous* fearing left I (hould have 
run before I was fent; 

" About this time I became acquainted with fome Brethren 
from Herrnhuth, whofe converfation proved very ufeful to 
me. I consulted one of them* who frequently vifited us* as 
to my labor among the awakened people— His anfwer was :* 
a Learn firft to know yourfelf^ and that ym are wafhed froni 
** fin and all unrighteoufnefs, by that blood, and thofe fuffer- 
<€ ings of otir Savior* of which you would teftify to others* 
€t and then preach the word of $he crofs from your own 
11 experience," I was fo ft ruck by thefe words, that I gave 
Up all thoughts of preaching* and fought in private to arrive 
at the full experience of the truths of the GofpeL r 
* " Having a grdat defire to fee Herrnhuth, I went thither In 
1742 with two other fingle mem We defired leave to ftay 
there, which my companions foon obtained j but when the 
Brethren declared, that as to me, they muft firft confider 
rhore maturely of my requeft, I was exceedingly furprifed ; 
for I thought myfelf much better than the other two. 
However* by die grace of our Savior, this eireumftance 
tended to humble me, and to malce me value the fellowihip 
of his children more than ever* After a ftay of eight weeks, 
I returned, by their advice, with a view to obtain permiffion 
from the Lord of the Manor to quit the country, and though I 
feared no pains to procure my liberty, I was always unfuc- 
cefsful, till I at length refolved to apply to the fame magis- 
trate who had iflued the above-mentioned proclamation, and 
who was a Roman Catholic. When I gave him an account 
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of the doArine and pra&ice of the congregation I wiflied to 
join, he flied tears, and exclaimed : " If this be really true, 
" I will no longer detain you, and prevent your becoming 
€i eternally happy." Every obftacle being removed, I return- 
ed by the advice of Baron von Seidliz, to Herrnhuth, and 
March ift, 1743* was fblemnly received into the congrega- 
tion of the Brethren. I was filled with joy, and prayed fer- 
vently unto the Lord, that rather than fiiffer me to be fo un r 
happy, as to forfake bis people, he would make me a cripple, 
or take me fuddenly out of the world. 

* c In 1744, 1 was appointed to the fervice of the children 
in the orphan houfe, &c. and in 1748, 1 received a call to 
Pennfylvania. In May 1749,1 arrived at Bethlehem, where 
I married my fir ft wife, and we ferved different congregations 
and focieties of the Brethren in this couutry, for fixteen years r 
Having fuffered much diftrefs and anxiety during the Indian 
wars, being often in danger of our lives, we were at laft 
forced to fly with the congregation at AllemaeugeJ tor Beth* 
lehem*. 

, " September 9th, 1765, I received a call to go as a 
Miflionary to the negroes in the Danifh Weft India iflands. 
Both my wife and I were of the fame mind,and ouranfwerwas ; 
" Though we are poor weak children and fervants in ou? 
" Savior's houfe, we mod gladly deliver up foul and body unto 
* l Him 5 for He has done all things for us, and richly de» 
" ferves to be loved arid ferved by us, to the utmoft of our 
<c power." 

. rt November 2 j ft, we arrived in St. Croix. As foon as Igofc 
fight pf the negroes, my heart burned within me, I prayed 
moft earneftly that many thoufands «>f them might turn to 
Chrift, as the reward of the travail of his foul. After a few 
days, I had the favor to baptize five of them into {he deatl} 
pf Jefus. 

• See Loflcicl's HiAory of tfec Indian Miffion, Pirt II p. 180. 
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* In the following years, 4re ferved the Mi (lion in all the 
three iflands, experiencing indeed the miferies and ailments 
peculiar to our fituation in this hot climate, at different 
times and degrees, but always richly comforted by beholding 
the effe&s of the divine power, attending the "preaching of 
the word of the Crofs, by which the blindeft heathen, who 
turned to Jefus Chrift in faith, were delivered from the 
power and dominion of fin. We efteemed it the greateft 
grace and favor that could have been conferred upon us by 
God, that we were counted worthy to be employed in this 
work. 

c * Upon the whole, in reviewing my paft courfc, I Hand 
amazed at the many proofs of the faithfulnefs and mercy of 
my Lord and Savior. When I was firft awakened to know 
the truth, I prayed Him to make ufe of me in the propaga* 
(ion of the Gofpel, if it were even to gain only *ne foul for 
Him ; and how much more has He done, than I could ever 
have alked for ! 

" In May 1771, the new Million at friedenfberg in St. 
Croix being fettled, I was appointed to ferve the negroe- 
congregation there with the word and facraments. In 1 772, 
we fuffered much in the great hurricane, by which our dwell- 
ing-houfe and chapel were removed twenty-fev^n feet from 
their place, and all our other buildings thrown down. We 
had a narrow efcape out of the window, and Jay a whole 
night in the open air, in a ftorm of lightning, thunder, and 
rain, of which no European can haye any juft idea." 

Thus far our late Brother's own written account. 
June 1 o th, 1 7 7 7, he was appointed to fuper intend the Miffion 
of the Brethren's church in the Danifh Iflands, and approved 
himfelf in this' office as a faithful and indefatigable fervant of 
God. When any thing happened among the believing 
negroe6,contrarytotbemind and rule of Chrift, he was greatly 
troubled, and fpent many a fleeplefs night in prayer. But 
1 when 
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when he fow the evident work of the Holy Ghoft in fo many 
fouls, his ftrength and courage were renewed. In February 
J 7 84, he had a fevere fit of illnefs, from which he never quite 
recovered. However, he was very a&ive in fuperintending 
the building of a new Miffion-houfe, though it fatigued him 
much, both in mind and body* 

September 19th, he preached, baptized foirie negroes* 
and delivered a difcourfe to the congregation. We little ex- 
£etted, that this tranfa&ion Would clofe his labots here. 
But fhortly after, new and violent lyrhptoms of his old dis- 
order appeared. His fellow-laborer, Brother Wolle, afldng 
him, a whether he really thought he fliould leave us now, 
a when his prefeftee and afliftance feemed fo neceflary I" he 
replied : " If my Lord and Matter Is fatisfied with my poor 
u fcrvices, and will pardon all my numberlefs failings and 
41 miftakes, beft known to him, and thus take me, though 
** an unprofitable fervant, to himfelf, I fliould certainly 
€t efteem it the greateft favor. TKe caufe is His, and he 
u will maintain it without me, better than you imagine/* 
He once exclaimed : €c If I knew and pofiefled every thing in 
14 this world, and could not build my hopes upon my Savior's 
a blood and righteoufnefs, I fliould be amiferable creature." 
His laft words were, "OLordJefus help me V* In the evening 
df the 1 6th of Oftober, many negroes having aflembled in the 
room, to join in prayer, his redeemed foul took flight, to reft 
with the Lord for ever. The whole negroe-congregarion 
lamented his lofs with many tears, for he had been a 
tender father unto them. During his fervice in this Mifiion, 
he baptized one thoufand nine hundred and thirty-five black* 
and mulattoes. 
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Various Accounts. 

\. T^ROTHER David Zeijberger writes, in a letter dated 
JJ River Thames, in Upper Canada, Auguft 16, 1794, 
" that they have feldom art opportunity of correfponding 
with our Brethren in Pennfylvania, owing to the prefent 
difturbances, but that they were all well in the peace of our 
Savior. He obferves, that though, as to fome individuals, 
they could wifh them to be more firmly eftabliflied in the 
faith, yet, in general, the Lord owns and bleffes the Indian 
Congregation, with peculiar grace, and fills the hearts of our 
Miflionaries with a comforting aflurance that he will obtain 
his aim with their whole flock, and every individual. 

Their Settlement is declared to be a regular townfhip, 
containing twelve miles in length, and fix in breadth. They 
had built a Chapel of logs, and our Indians were employed 
in making gardens to their dwell ing-houfes, by which the 
wildernefs had already changed its appearance into that of k 
fruitful field. 

2. From St. Thomas^ St. Croix, and St. Jan, we learn, 
that in September 17949 all our Miflionaries had been ailing, 
but recovered towards winter. By their diaries it appears, 
that at the beginning of the year 17949 the congregations of 
believing negroes, in the fix Settlements of the Brethren in 
thefe iflands, confided of 9345 perfons. 

Letters dated March 17, mention, that after the arrival of 
the Brethren Zorn and Lehman, in February, an arrange- 
ment had been made, by which each place was again well 
fupplied. 

3. As to the Britifh Iflands in the Weft Indies, the lateft 
letters and accounts received from our Miflionaries in Anti- 
gua, St. Kitts, and Barbadoes, mention, that though the 
cruelty and devaftatbns of the enemy in the neighboring 
Iflands had caufed fome alarm, yet the work of God in 
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the Millions continued to flourifti and increafc. They 
mention, that the peace of God in their hearts is their ftrength 
and comfort ; and to fee the effe&s of the preaching of the 
word of the Crtfs upon the fouls of their hearers, their 
chief delight and encouragement. They had alfo enjoyed 
health, and hitherto have been gracioufly preferved from 
all the troubles of the war. 

From St. Kitts they mention, that more doors are opened 
for the Gofpel. In the Settlement at Bafleterre, the preach- 
ing is fo well attended, that the church is often too fmall to 
contain the hearers. On Chriftmas-day above 300 children 
were afiembled to hear the hiftory of the birth of the child 
Jefus, and liftened to it with great attention. At the end of 
the year 1794* our Miflionaries had fifty plantations on their 
lifts, where they may preach the Gofpel to the negroes. 
The number of their congregation was 1498. The laft let- 
ters received from that Ifhnd were dated April 6, in which 
mention is made of the great bleflnig attending the celebra- 
tion of the Paffion Week and Eafter. 

4. Letters from Surhir.m in South America, dated January 
20, mention the fafc arrival of feverai affiftants in the Mil- 
lion, and that Brother Horn was going to affift Brother Mehr 
at Br.mbey, among the free-negroes, the latter being dan- 
geroufly ill of a malignant fever. 

5. From the Cape of Good Hone, we have received let- 
ters, giving a pleafing account of the fuccefs attending the 
labors of our Brethren among the Hottentots. But we 
learn with forrow, that a vciTJ, which had feverai necefla- 
ries of life and other articles on board for their ufe, was cap- 
tured by the French on her paiTage •, and> no doubt, this 
lofe will occafion to them fome trouble and diflrefs* 
Oftober 31, their congregation confi (led of 32 Hottentots* 
and they had the beft profpe& of a farther increafe. They 
enjoyed reft and peace in externals : however, oppofition 
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is not wanting ; of which they write, — " The enemy of 
fouls and his emiflaries endeavor^ in various ways, to hinder 
the work of God ; but the more evil they fpeak of us, the 
more people come hither to hear the Gofpel. The eager defire 
of the Hottentots to attend the fchool and meetings does' not 
abate in the leaft. In the latter, there are fometimes near 
doo perfons prefent j fo that our room cannot hold them. 
The fchools are divided into three claffes : the men's clafs has 
30, the women's 70, and the children's 70 fcholars ; and 
the room in our houfe being too fmall, the two latter clafles 
have their fchools, in fine weather, under the great pear-tree 
in the garden. Mr. Martin Schmidt, a worthy, friend of the 
Miflion, refiding at the Cape-town, writes, in a letter dated 
Jan. 1 2, 1 795, that he vifited our Miffionaries at Bavian's Kloof, 
in September 1794, and found them well and cheerful 5 nor 
could he behold the fuccefs granted to their labors among the 
Hottentots, without great edification and blefling. He was 
prefent at all their meetings, and generally counted near 
150 hearers, though there are fometimes more. 



ExtraB of Brother 

LEWIS CHRISTOPHER DAEHNE's 
Narrative of his own Life. 

N. B. This valuable fervant of Jefus Chrift fpent thirty, 
years in the fervice of the Millions of the Brethren ia 
South America. When we reflect on his indefatigable 
exertions, the firmnefs and perfeverance with which he 
bore the mod trying afflictions, and braved the greatest 
dangers, even during a folitary abode in a horrid wilder^ 
nefs, that he might gain fouls'for Chrift, wemuftconfefs, 
T t 2 that 
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that nothing but the love of God fhed abroad in his heart* 
which continually conftrained him cheerfully to devote 
foul and body to his Savior, could have fupported hiir, 
Would we know the difpofition of heart requiGte in a Mif- 
fionary, let us confider the walk of thi§ man of Qod, 



I WAS born December 9, 17 131 at Wernigerode, in 
Lower Saxony; My education was much negle£ted f 
for my father was compelled to enlift as a foldier, and my 
mother departed this life, when I was but eight years old. As 
m child, I ufed with many tears to defire to become a child of 
God, and heir of everlafting life, fuch as I heard defcribed 
in the fermons of our minifter. In 1730, I received much 
benefit from the fermons and,, private inftru&ions of the 
Rev. Liborius Zimmerman, minifter of Wcrnigerode. As 
I felt great anxiety and concern for my foul-s falvation, 
I afked his advice, and was directed to turn to God in prayer* 
He even kneeled down with me, and prayed with great fer- 
vency, that I might be cofnfortp^- My uneafinefs, however, 
jncreafed 5 I prayed daily, and dreaded falling a prey to fin, 
vhich I knew not how to avoid. Shortly beforcf Eafter, as 
I was thus crying to God for mercy, I heard, as it were, 
fhefe words founding in my ears, u Be aflured that the Lord 
& Jefus Chrift has paid thy ranfom I" by which fuch inex- 
preffible comfort flowed into my foul, that I was convinced of 
fhp love and mercy of God towards me. I then became ac- 
quainted with the awakened people, and attended their 
meetings. I was received by them with great kindnefs, and 
How hoped, that I had attained to the full poffeflion of fpiri- 
tual reft and comfort. Put when I began to preach to my 
parents, and told them that they alfo muft be converted, my 
ftep-mother kicked me out of doors. I now vye^t, by the 
pdrice of my friends, to Jena, where I met Brother* Span- 
jjfenberg, who received me with great kindnefs. From him 
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I heard the firft account of the congregation* gathered at 
Herrnhuth ; and during my (lay at Jena had an opportunity 
of converting with Chriftian David, whofe laft exhortation 
made a deep and falutary imprcflion upon me : He clofed 
with the words of our Savior, If ye continue in my word, then are 
ye my difiiples indeed. Soon after, I got again into trouble . 
for my mailer, who did not like my ferious admonitions, 
dififnifled me, and I was obliged to go, to Weimar* Here 
I worked for fome time with a man, who treated ttie very 
well, believing me to be a child of God •, but his wife, being 
of a different way of thinking, fet the journeymen againft 
me, and even encouraged them, in the abfence of her hut- 
band, to beat me mod unmercifully. A Clergyman in the 
town, who had a regard for me, offered to bring the men to 
jufticefor this outrage'; but I begged him to let them efcapc, 
God granting me grace fincerely to pray for the converfioa 
of my perfecutors. I then went into the fervice of the Chan- 
cellor's Lady, a pious woman, in whofe houfe I hoped to 
make great advances in holinefs. But though I prayed dili- 
gently, and was careful to obferve every part of my duty, my 
finfulnefs and natural depravity was fo clearly revealed to 
me in the year 1733, that I went to my Lady, and begged to 
be difmiffed, adding, that though (he might have regarded 
me as a child of God, I could afiure her that I was nothing 
but a poor, miferable and loft (Inner. From hence I returned to 
Wernigerode ; but finding no reft for my foul^ I proceeded 
tp Clausthal, to join the awakened people there, hoping that 
I (hould meet with true Chriftian fimplicity among thefe 
pious mountaineers. They received me kindly, but being 
on the point pf "being baniflied their country, on account of 
their religion, they fent me to the R«v. Mr. Steinhofen, at 
pbersdorf* to reprefent their cafe, and requeft him to receive 
them. He gladly confented, and they were' preparing to go, 
Jftit were naw forcibly prevented from departing out of 
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the country; I therefore ftaid With them two years, and then 
fet out for Herrnhuth. On the laft day of my journey, 
I was, by a rniftake, dire&ed to Berthelfdorff, and ftaid 
there over-night. In the morning, parting over the Hut- 
berg, I faw the congregation coming from Herrnhuth to go 
to receive the communion at Berthelfdorff, and, flopping 
afide into the wood, I fell on my knees, and prayed fervently 
to the Lord, that he would grant me here to find that peace 
and reft I had fought for in fo many places in vain. I then 
addrefled myfelf to the late Count Zinzendorff, and obtained 
leave to ftay and live there. In the difcourfes delivered to the 
congregation, I heard much faid of the affurance of the for* 
givenefs of fins and eternal life. This I could not under- 
ftand, and at length became quite perplexed and confufed in 
my mind. Once the late Brother Leonhard Dober coming 
up to me, began to put many queftions to me about the ftatc 
of my heart. As I did not know him, I thought his quef- 
tions impertinent, and gave him improper anfwers. He 
bore it with great patience ; and told me, that as to the peo- 
ple whom he had feen at Wernigerode, he would 'not deny 
them to have received grace, but thrt it would avail them 
but little, as long as they relied fo much upon their own 
righteoufnefs and felf-working. I felt the truth of his remark, 
and opened my whole heart to him, which proved a real 
bleffing to me : I learnt to caft myfelf entirely upon the 
mercy and merits of my Redeemer, and now became cheerful 
and filled with peace. In the year 1736, 1 was received into 
the congregation, and foon admitted to the Lord's Supper. 

The congregation at Herrnhuth being at that time per- 
fecuted in various ways, a report was fpread, that all the 
fingle men there fliould be preffed as foldiers : on which ac- 
count, many of them were advifed to quit the Settlement, 
till matters were fettled, and I went to Pomerania. Here 
I ftaid till Auguft 1 737, when I returned. In the year 1738, 

much 
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much was fpoken at Hcrrnhuth of tlic converfion of the 
Heathen, and I felt a ftrong impulfe in mind* to offer myfelf 
to go and ferve the caufe of the Millions in my fmall degree. 
Accordingly Brother Bochner and I were fent to Berlin, to 
meet Count Zinzendorff there. Though I felt pain at part- 
ing with my brethren at Herrnhuth, I was devoted to the 
Lord with my whole heart, and ventured to go in his name. 
Indeed my call was made known to me in a Angular manner* 
for the Count meeting me in the ftreets at Berlin, and fup- 
pofing I had already been informed of the place for which 
I was deftined, accofted me abruptly, faying, " I fuppofe 
" you are already in fpirit in Berbice." I anfwered, that I had 
never fo much as heard the name of the place, upon which 
he gave me a full account of it. Having met my fellow-traveller. 
Brother JohnGuettner, in Marienborn, and both of us having 
declared in a public meeting of the congregation, that we 
willingly, and with our whole hearts, devoted ourfelves to the 
Lord and his fervice, we fet out on the 7th of Jan. for Am- 
fterdam, where we found a (hip ready to (ail for Surinam. 
We went immediately to the Gentlemen who had requefted 
the Brethren to fend a Miffionary to live on their planta- 
tions in Berbice, and they agreed to maintain us there for 
the firft year, if we would take care of their negroes. We 
then went on board, and foon got out of the TexeL In the 
Atlantic Ocean, we were chafed by a Sallee rover, but by the 
mercy of God efcaped being taken, and arrived fafe in Berbice 
on the 1 2th of September 1738. On the 14th, all the 
paflengers were brought before the Governor, and fome arti- 
cles being read to us, we were called upon to fwear that wc 
would conform to their contents. When it came to our 
turn, I told his Excellency, that we could not fwear, but 
would folemnlypromife to obferve the articles, and be fubjefb ' 

to the ufual penalty in cafe of difobedience. This the Go- 
vernor refufed to admit, and threatened to fend us back to 

Europe. 
1 
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Europe. But the Prefident of the Council took our parf, 
and begged the Governor to fuffer us to remain on trial* 
promifing to anfwer for our good behavior ; to which at 
length he agreed. We now went to the plantation appoint- 
ed for our refidence, called Groot Puhl Geift. The recom- 
mendation we brought from Amfterdam being very ftrongly 
cxprefied in our favor, the people of the plantation began to 
confidcr us with a jealous eye) as if we were fent to infpeft 
their condu&, arid did every thing in their power to give us 
uneafinefs. We therefore refolved that Brother Guettner 
ihould flay here, and I would retire to another plantation, 
and earn my bread. I got work enough ; and^after fome time, 
received an invitation from the proprietor of an eftate, iriiere 
there were more negroes, and from whence, he afTurftplfte^ 
there was a good road leading to the Indian country. I,ac*v . 
cepted the offer, and finding a fmall hut* where we might 
* live undifturbed, and getwork enough to maintain ourfelves, 
I fent for Brother Guettner, and we regulated our little 
houfekeepyig in as convenient a manner as poffible, fre- 
quently going out to vifit the Indians. They received us 
kindly, and heard with joy what we told them of the love of 
their Creator and Redeemer. 

Meanwhile the Governor remained determined to fend us 
out of the country ; but the Gentleman living on the plant- 
ation proved our real friend, and wrote to the Prefident of 
Council at Amfterdam, giving us the beft of chara&ers, as 
diligent, fober people, who were a benefit to others. The 
Prefident anfwered in fuch favorable terms for us, that when 
once the Governor reproached the proprietor with his friend- 
fbip for us, whom he called vagf ants, having no liberty to 
dwell in the land, the proprietor (howed him the PreGdent's 
letter, which put it out of his power to difturb Us any more. 
Thus the Lord defended and protected us, his weak chil- 
dren* 
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la the year 1740, Brother Beutel arid his wife arrived 
With us from Europe, and we built a houfe upon a piece of 
ground we had purchafed oh the Waronje Creek, which was 
finiihed before winter, and called Pilgerhut> (the watch of 
pilgrims) *. We had now many defirable opportunities of 
preaching the Gofpel of Chrift to the Indians, and in 1741, 
received another affiftant in Brother Graebenftein, from 
Europe. At that time, we not only maintained ourfelves 
by the work of our hands, but even undertook to pay the 
pafTage of thofe Brethren who came to our affiftance. This 
brought us into debt, and though we worked diligently and 
cheerfully to pay it off, and managed our houfekeeping with 
the utmoft frugality, we found at laft that the caufe fuffcred 
thereb , and we were obliged to apply to our Brethren and 
friends for affiftance. In 1742, I took a negroe-boy 'pren- 
tice, with a view to gain from him a better knowledge of the 
Arawack language, but meeting with all manner of difficul- 
ties from his relations, I difmifled him at the end of the year* 
We got another boy in his place, of whom a gentleman 
made us a pre fen t, and who afterwards went to Europe, was 
baptized, and departed this life rejoicing in our Savior. 

About this time, we met with various trials of an external 
and internal nature ; but the Lord fupported his caufe among 
us. In 1747, Brother Klarup arrived to fupply my place, 
and I returned to Europe in company of Brother Meifer. Wc 
had an orphan Indian child with us, given us by an Indian, 
of whom we hoped, that, by a proper education in Europe, 
he might become ufeful. On our paffage, we were boarded by 
a French privateer, the crew of which finding a child on board, 
infifted upon feeing its mother. They would not believe that 
the mother >as not there, but fearched and ranfacked every 
part of the fliip, ftole various articles, and, after giving us much 

> # Sec Cranz's Hiftory of tbe Brethren, page 115. 
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trouble, left us. We placed the child in a fchool of thar 
Brethren at Haerlem in Holland, and arrived, Auguft i^ 
at Herrnhaag. My very heart rejoiced to be again among 
my Brethren, and I began*in (lillnefs to earn my bread. In 
July, 1748, my father fent me a preffing invitation to vifit 
him at Wernigerode, which I did. After having been there 
two days, I was fent for by the Court Chaplain, and the 
minifter of the place : In the beginning of their converfa- 
tion, they appeared remarkably friendly, and inquired what 
might be my view in coming. I told them that I came to 
vifit my father, whom I had not feen for 35 years. They 
then preffed me to confefs, that I was fent by the Moravian 
Brethren, to draw the awakened fouls here into their con- 
nexions. I told them, I had no fuch views, nor any com* 
million of that nature. They would not believe me 5 but 
offered, if I would ftay with them, to take good care 
of me. I thanked them for their good intentions, but 
declared, that I had undergone fuch anxiety of heart in 
this place as I fhouM never forget, and my determination 
therefore was, to remain firmly attached to that people, 
amongft whom I had found peace, and through whom our 
Savior had bellowed numberlefs bleffings upon me. Upon 
hearing this, they ordered me to quit the place in three days, 
and not to fpeak to any of the awakened at my peril. I ex- 
preffed my full aequiefcence with their commands, and took 
.leave ; but had fcarcely returned to my father Yhoufe, when 
an officer belonging to the Town Marfhal brought me a Aim- 
mons to appear before him. When I appeared, he (howed 
me an order figned by the chief magiftrate, that, the very 
next morning, I fhould be conducted over the frontiers by a 
bailiff ; which was accordingly put in execution, and I re- 
turned, July 18, to Herrnhaag, where I fpent my time with 
profit and bleffing in the fenricc of the youth. 

De* 
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December i, 1750, I fet out on my return to Berbice, in. 
company of Brother Beutel andthis wife, and we arrived there 
fafc and well, March 14, 1751. Brother Klarup and fome 
baptized Indians conduced us to Pilgerhut *• About the 
end of March, we were fummoned to appear before the Go- 
vernor in order to take the oaths ; and, on our refufing to 
fwear, though we were willing to fubmit in all things, we 
received orders to depart with the firft (hip that fliould fail 
to Europe* I gave in a petition, begging leave to write to 
Holland, and wait for an anfwer ; but, this being refufed, 
I was obliged to return with the fame (hip that brought 
me over \ and, after a very dangerous paffage, arrived, 
December 8, at ZeHt. I fpent the year 1752, in this con- 
gregation, in communion with our Savior, who comforted 
and fupported me. 

In 1753, it was determined that I (hould return to Suri- 
nam by way of Bethlehem in North America. I went ac- 
cordingly to England, and there copverfed much with the late 
Count Zinzendorff concerning my future plan. I propofed 
to take a (ingle brother with me as an affiftant, with whom 
.1 would live in ftillntfs, follow my trade, and endeavor 
to fcrve the Indians with the Gofpel, whenever opportunity 
(hould offer. Upon this I went to North America, and 
having (laid at Bethlehem till November 1754, I fet out with 
Brother Mark Rolfs, and we arrived in Surinam December 
31. We foon found a lodging, though bad and enormoufly 
dear, and worked in ftillnefs at our trade. In the year 
1755, Mr. Van Leefner, who had formerly been Governor 
of Bertice, and was our good friend, arrived from Holland. 
We converfed much with him about our fituation and inten- . 
dons, and he promifed to do all in his power, to fatisfy the 
Governor about our refidence and labor. After fome days, 

# Sec Crans't Hiftory of the Brethren, page 387. 
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he came and informed us that he had fliown the Governor 
the aft of the Britifli Parliament in our favor, with which he 
was very well fatisfied. Mr. Van Leefner advifed us to get 
this a£t tranflatcd into Low Dutch, and prefent it to his Ex~ 
cellency : He alfo introduced us and other Brethren to 
him ; and Brother Schunan having arrived from Berbice to 
treat with the Governor, we refolved to purchafe a fpot of 
ground for a Million Settlement on the river Corentyn^ and 
another on the Sarameca* A very favourable anfwer having 
been returned from Holland, to the petition we had fent for 
this purpofe, and eight Brethren arriving, at the fame time, 
as afliftants in the Miflion, Brother Graevenftein, who was 
appointed to fuperintend the Miflion, went with me and three 
other Brethren to view the land on the Corentyn and Sara- 
meca. The journey was exceflively fatiguing, and, Brother 
Grevenftein falling fick on the road, he departed this life on the 
8th of O&ober and was buried on the land we were going to 
purchafe. Onthe 12th, wefour Brethren wentto fix upon a fpot 
for our rcfidence, which we afterwards called Ephraim. Being 
obliged to go by water in a fmall boat, we were in the mod 
imnvnent danger. A fucldcn and violent ftorm arofe, and 
we thought every moment would be our laft ; but the Lord 
helped us through, in a manner almoft miraculous. 

January 5, 1757, ^ wcnt w * 1 ^ ^ ome Indians to Parama- 
ribo, to acquaint the Governor with our proceedings, efpe- 
cially on the Sarameca. Every preliminary being fettled in 
fuch a manner as to prevent trouble and difputes in future, 
we returned ; and, on the 14th, began to build huts, calling 
the Settlement Sharon. The Indians were greatly delighted 
with the Ctuation of this place. It was foon after agreed 
between me and Brother Zander, that I fhould go and refide 
pn the Corentyn, to be able to vifit the baptized Ara- 
wacks on the Mepenna, and to preach the Gofpel to other 
tribes. 

ApriJ 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



[ 3^7 ] 

April 26, I arrived here with fomc Indians, who aflifted 
• me to build a hut ; but afterwards left me, all but one, 
.called Chriftopher, with whom I led a fofitary life. After 
fomc time, he was taken ill; and the Indian phyficians, who 
paffed by, told him, that he would never get well, if he con- 
tinued to live with the white man, who, being under the 
power of the Devil, would alfo foon be feized with illnefc, 
Chriftopher fuffered himfelf at laft to be perfuaded by them ; 
and, as foon as he was a little better, left me. But our Sa- 
vior wa6 with me alway, and comforted me by his precious 
prefence in this dreadful wildernefs, in fuch a manner, that 
I can truly fay, I fpent my time in happinefs and peace. 

The Indians, who were continually paffing by, often in- 
quired into the reafon of my building a hut in this lone- 
fome place *, whether I did it by my own, or the Governor's 
authority ? I told them I did it for their fakes, to make 
them acquainted with the true God, and only Savior. They 
anfwered, " The Indians have determined to kill you." At 
length, the foldiers at the Fort fent me word that I was not 
fafe, and invited me to come and live near them. I thanked 
them for their care for me, but was determined to ftay where 
I might be favor'd to gain, if but one foul for Chrift. 

In O&ober, I began to feel great heavinefs of heart, and 
to be troubled about my fituation, feeing fo little fruit of my 
endeavors to preach the Gofpel to thefe roving Indians. 
However, when I turned in my diftrefs to my Lord and Sa- 
vior, Iwas always comforted in a wonderful manner. He alfo 
preferved me in bodily dangers. 

One evening, being unwell, and going to lie down m my 
hammock, upon entering the door of my hut, I perceived 
a large ferpent defcending upon me from a (helf near the roof, 
upon which I ufed to place fuch things as I did not wifh 
fhould be immediately feen by my Indian vifitors : In the 
fcuffle, the creature ftung or bit me two or three times in the 

head. 
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head,and, purfuing me very clofely, twined herfelf feveral timet 
round my head and neck. It appeared to me as if this might 
be the occafion of my departing this life : I therefore deter- 
mined, for the fatisfa&ion of my Brethren, to write down 
the caufe of my death in a few words with chalk upon the 
table, — u A ferpent has killed me," left they fhould charge 
the Indians with the deed. But, on a fudden, that promife 
of our Savior to his Difciples was imprefled upon my mind, 
Theyjball take up ferpents^ — and it Jball not hurt them. Mark 
xvi. 18 ; and, feizing the creature with great force, I tore 
her loofe, and flung her out of the' hut. I then laid down to 
reft in the peace of God. 

There was alfo .a tyger, who, for a long time, kept near 
my hut, watching, perhaps, an opportunity to feize upon the 
inhabitant. He roared dreadfully every evening j but I made 
a large fire near the hut, before I went to bed, having heard 
that no wild beaft will come near a fire ; however, as my 
fire often went out, it would have been but a poor defence, 
if the Lord had not prote&ed me. I was Hkewife perfuaded^ 
that, as I never killed or provoked any creature, as long as 
I was in the country, fo I need not be afraid of their re- 
venge ; and this otherwise fo fierce and powerful animal per- 
mitted me alfo to go unhurt* 

. At the end of Q&ober, Brother Schuman* came from Ber- 
bice to vifit me, and brought fome of our baptized Indians 
with him. We rejoiced together fike children ; and, during 
their flay, our daily meetings were attended with a fenfation 
of the prefence of God, beyond expreffion. I complained that 
the afliftant Brother promifed me, had not yet arrived ; 
and he comforted me with the hopes that I fhould foon re- 
ceive an afliftant from North America. 

# He Superintended the Miflion at that time. 

After 
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After his departure, in November, the Caribbee Indians 
refolved to put their threats againft me into execution. One * 
day, as I fat at dinner, about fifty Indians arrived in canoesr 
and furrounded my hut. This was, indeed, a frightful 
fight. Some were armed with f words, others with toma- 
hawks. I immediately went out to them, and bid them wel- 
come, in the Arawack language. They anfwered in aXurly 
tone, faying I fhould fpeak the Caribbee language. I told 
them, I could not fpeak it : Upon this, they began to fpeak 
with each other, every now and then addreffing me, to find 
out whether I underftood them or not. Perceiving that 
I did not evenguefs their meaning, they called their Arawack 
interpreter, and afked me, who had given me leave to build 
on their land. I anfwered, The Governor 5 and that I had 
a writing under his own hand to prove what I faid. They 
afked, what views I had in coming hither? Upon this, 
I went up to their Chief, and faid, with great freedom* 
u I have Brethren on the other fide of the great ocean, 9 who* 
" having heard that many Indians live on this river, who are 
•' ignorant of their Creator ; they, out of their great love 
" to the Indians, have ftnt me hither, to tell you of your 
" Creator's love unto you, and what he has done to fave you; 
" and more of my Brethren will come hither for the fame 
" purpofe." He aiked> whether I was a clergyman, a 
Frenchman, or a Dutchman ? I anfwered, that I came 
. from Holland, but was fent by my Brethren, who loved 
them, and wilhed to do them good. He then faid, " Have 
" you never heard, that the Indians intend to kill you ?"— • 
I anfwered, <c Yes 5 but I cannot believe it. You have 
" among your Indians fome, who have lived with me, and 
c< they can tell you that I am a real friend of the Indians."— 
/ «« Yes," replied he, " I have heard fo ; and they fay, that 
" you arc another fort of Chriftian, than the white people in 
tt general arc." I then faid, " I am your friend ; how is 

1 "it 

Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



[ J3° 1 

* it that you arc come to kill me ?" He anfwered, cc W<f 
** have done wrong." Upon which every countenance 
teemed altered, and the party difperfed. The Chief re- 
mained with me, and inquired whether other people would 
come to live here ; and when I aflured him, that none but 
my Brethren would come, he was pleafed, and behaved very 
kindly. When he was going away, I perceived that he had 
fbme Caflabi in his pouch. I aflced him for it, as his people 
% could get more, and I was here alone, and in want; adding, 
u If you (hould at any time pafs by, and be hungry, I will 
*' alfo give you fomething to cat." He immediately gave 
orders to give me fome Caflabi* fome fifh, and drink, and 
then took leave, faying he would often come to fee me. 
Thus, our Savior delivered me from them, and preferred 
me daily amidft great dangers ; fo that, at the clofe of the 
year, I had caufe to thank and adore him in the dud. 
, I entered into the year 1758, with a confident heart, and 
felt the prefence and peace of God in all my walk and ways. 
I was bufily employed in clearing the ground, and felling' 
trees ; and when I was weary, frequently defired the Indians 
in pafling by to lend a helping hand, which they did with 
pleafure. As I was once gathering, wood for firing, fome re- 
markably large black ants fixed upon my hand, and by their 
fiings gave me fuch excruciating pain, that I was almoft 
fenfelefe for fome time. Thefe creatures are nearly two 
inches long, and quite black. The Indians are as much 
afraid of them as of ferpents. 

f In the month of January, as I was (landing on the (hare, 
obferving the height of the tide, a creature, unknown to me, 
approached within a (hort diftance, but was prevented by the 
(hallownefs of the water from reaching the place where 
I ftood. The Indians congratulated me on my efcap?, and 
defcribed the animal as very vicious. 

As 
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' As td Externals, this was for me a year of great want. I 
frequently rofe in the morning, without knowing whether I 
(hould tafte a morfel all day ; but God ordered it fo, that when 
fometimes I could fcarce bear the excefs of hunger, fome 
Indians arrived, who were willing to part their mouthful of 
Cauabi with me. 

' About this time I was vifited by a Warau Indian with his 
whole family, to whom I made known the love of God and 
his gracious will concerning their Salvation. Before they 
went away, I begged the man to help me to cut down a 
couple of large trees which flood where I intended to plant. 
He afked what I would give him for his trouble ? I anfwered, 
that I had nothing at prefent, but that if he came this way 1 , 
when what I planted was fit to eat, he fhould have part. 
He dire&ly was willing to help me, and we went to work. 
But while he was engaged in felling the laft tree, he was 
Aung by two of the beforementioned ants and fell down as 
<lead. I was greatly alarmed and implored our Saviors helpi 
for fhould the man die, it would be a great prejudice againft 
me in the minds of the Indians. I then laid a leaf on the 
place, where he was flung, and he revived immediately. 
. Soon after this, I was vifited by fome of the baptized In- 
dians, who lived on the Mepenna ; I told them, that my living 
here, was with a view to proclaim the Gofpelinto the Indians, 
-and make them acquainted with their Savior Jefus Chrift, of 
whom they had often heard. I added, " You would alfo 
** do well, to come and live with me, and form a regular 
*" fettlement, that we might afford each other mutual affif- 
** tance." Their chief, called Hofea, anfwered, " Brother 
* f you are right ; we have not done well in fuffering you to 
** live here alone, for when you cut down a hrge tree, you 
* € are not able to move it from the fpot. Wait only a few 
** days, then I will return and help you to jpake a Tyn (or 
> JSx " garden) 
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" garden) for benanas, that when they grow ripe, we may 
4i come and (lay longer with you, without being in danger 
" of fuflferiog hunger, "Thieoffer gave me great joyj and ac- 
cordingly he returned with fevcral Indians, There came alfo 
feme heathen Indians, and began to dear ground not far from 
my dwelling. 

I had for fbmetime labored fo hard, even beyond my 
strength, that I fell fick. Upon this I fent a meflenger to 
•Berbice, and requeftcd the Brethren to fend Brother Bemberg 
to vifit me. He fct out immediately by way of Mepennaj 
but for a confiderable time could not get an Indian to carry 
him hither in his boat, as they are in general afraid of going 
near a fick perfon 9 and efpecially becaufe a report bad been 
circulated, that the Devil lived with me. They therefore did 
mil thfcy could to difluadc Brother Bemberg from venturing 
to fo dangerous a perfon. However he prevailed at lengthy 
and arrived with me to my great comfort* Imuft in genera} 
pbferve that amidft all external mtfery, I had the grace tip 
cleave with confidence to the Lord my Savior, which made 
any lonely days comfortable and ufeful to me. 

In the year j 7 59, four Brethren called upon me unespe&ed* 
ly, juft when 1 had been two years alone; and it was fettled, 
that I (hould^o with two of them to Skanq* where wc a*» 
yived in December, 

The year 1760 I entered i^po% with a heart filled with p^* 
plexity; for I fa w .fevcral thing? very unfavorable to the fuc* 
cefc of the Miffion. In March, Broker Schuman oame to 
fee us, and wc received much benefit and bkffing from hi* 
vifit, having an opportunity of converting and confuhiqg with 
him about our chrcumftances, I accocqpanied him by way 
of the Corentyn to Beibice, where I met with a very kind r*> 
ception from my brethren. One of the mcfft refpedabit 
feptlcmen in that neighborhood made m *& aditanta^eo** 
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*flfet, if I would ftay, and allured me that t rtiould not 
be molefted id any way* But I returned to my feflow^laborers 
at Sharon, in June. 

In the year i7<Jr, having had a very blcHed Communion 
the preceding day, as I was walking and converfing with one 
of rtiy Brethren, not far from our houfe, we were fuddenly 
alarmed hy the repor t of fire arms 4 we therefore refoked 
to return home, and fee what our Brethren were doing. But 
before we had gone far, we met Brother Daniel Kamm 
without hat or (hoes, and pale as death, running towards us* 
He told us, that the Bufli-negrocs had furrounded the houfe, 
and kept continually firing upon it* that one of our Brethren 
was Wounded, and the houfe on fire j and if we went thither, 
we (hould certainly lofe our lives* However we went nearer, 
and were met by our Indians, one of whom had an arrow 
flicking in his back, the blood gu filing out of the wound* 
They begged us to fave our lives, as we could not help them 
by any means; upon which we followed them into the wood, 
but in our confufion and fright milled the way, and after 
rambling about till the evening, found ourfelves upon the 
fame fpot, from which we had fet out* The Bu(h»negroes 
being gone, our Indians conduced us to a place where 
Brother Odenwald lay, who was wounded and ftill bleeding* 
I tore a piece off my fhirt and drefied the' wound, and having 
faved one hammock, we put him in, and laid ourfelves down 
upon the wet ground to reft, for it had rained all day, and 
we durft not kindle a fire, left the Buih-negroes (hould dif* 
cover our retreat* In the morning a Brother went and found 
our houfe burnt to the ground, all our little property dc- 
ftroyed, and three of our Indians lying dead. We were now 
under the neceffity of going to Paramaribo, and comforted 
the Indians as well as we could, with a promife* that one of 
us would foon return to them. We arrived without any 
accidental Paramaribo, on .the 28th of January. The Go~ 

X x a vernor 
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vernor Immediately fcnt for us, inquired into all the parti- 
culars of our misfortune and exp*efled great concern on ao 
count of it. i 

[Here appears a chafm in our late Brother's account : 
He remained in jhe country tfyree years after the deftruftion 
of Sharon, and faithfully affifted in endeavoring to bring 
matters again into order. He was alfo employed by Govern- 
ment in feveral negotiations, efpecially with the free-negroes. 
In 1 764 he was called to Europe and arrived fafe at Herrnhuth, 
where by degrees he recovered his exhaufted ftrcngth •, hi* 
heart was cheerful, and his walk edifying to all. A vifit he 
.made to* the congregations in Silefia was particularly agree- 
able to him, and he was every where received as one w wh<5 
had endured hardnefs as a good foldierof Chrift." In 1765 
he returned by way of Zeift to Surinam, in order to begirt 
a Miflion among the free-negroes. Auguft 27th he and the 
Brethren Rudolph Stoll and Thomas Jones arrived at Para- 
maribo, and having fettled fome ncceffary points with the 
Governor, they fet out for the country of the, free-negroes on 
the 7th of Dec. Here his own account again commences}, 
4C After a moft difficult journey, during which' we were 
greatly hindered in our progrefs by the numerous ca- 
tara&s we met with, we arrived December 24th among the 
free -negroes at a place where they have ten villages. At 
firft we were received by them with much friendfliip.' 
We told them the reafon of our coming to live with them, 
which was to inftruft them in the knowledge of the only true 
God, their Creator and Redeemer j upon which the negroeg 
began to fet up a moft prodigious and pitiable howling, be- 
lieving that there idol was dilTatisfied with them, and, on the 
29th of December, they endeavored to appeafe him, by ap- 
pointing a great feaft. Our hearts were greatly diftrefledby 
what we faw of the effe&s of our firft addrefs to them, and 
we turnpd with tears and prayers unto the Lord, on their and 

„ - our 
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our afccdunt. * He comforted us, and we confidently trufted-t* 
his power to deftroy die works of Satan, even hire in tki* 
wildernefs. 

January 2d, 1766, we went witbtheir Chief to feek a plac^ 
where -we. might build am houfe* whicfc we foan did, but on 
*he 7th Brother Thomas Jones departed this life, to our great 
grief. In June 1767, 1 went to Paramaribo, to confer widk 
my Brethren about our precarious fituatjon, leaving fny4eat 
Brother Rudolph Stott alone behind/ I arrived there after 
a difficult voyage, and extremely /weak *nd fickly, owing to the 
cxeeflive heat of thefun,to whlchl was ex^ofediirafmaHboat* 
without covering by day , and to the cold damp air by night. 
Having executed my commiffion and 'recovered my ftrengtfc 
a little, I returned, accompanied by Brother John Nitchmax^ 
And in 21 days arraed fafe with Brother Stofl." 
. [Thus far our late Brothers own hand- writing.]- 

In i7<58, he was fent to Holland to confult the Brethrria 
about the fituation of aflairs in the Miflion among the frer- 
negroe§, and arrived, there June 12th. He remained in Zeift, 
and was univerfally beloved and refpeded by all who kndw 
Jnm, on. account of his exemplary and edifying walk; nor 
could he fufficicntiy exprefs his gratifude for the mercies 
.and favors he enjoyed. In 1769, he wrote to tTieBrethrerf, 
to whom the care of the Millions was committed, that he 
.was ready to return again to the Heathen, For whom he had 
.a great love \ but the Lord had other views with him, Fe- 
bruary ift, he fpoke to a company of Brethren, with unufual . \ 
cheerfulnefs, of the ftate of his heart and theloveof our Sartor 
towards him. His lips overflowed with praife and thankf- 
giving, and the time feemed too fliort to exprefs all he ha4 
io fay. Shortly after, he was feized with violent fpafms in 
his bread, and fuch a difficulty of breathing, that his diflblo- 
tton feemed approaching. He had at the fame time, an inflam- 
mation in his throat, which prevented hi$ taking arry thing - 

for 
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fer two days. Hut abated, but. the paint in hU bread 
continued. He bore them with great patience, was alway* 
cheerful, and fhowed great love to all who vifited him* On the 
5th, he greatly defined to depart and be at home with Chrift, 
and offered up many prayer^ for a fpeedy. fleleafe* Having 
4efired to hear the text of fcripttire appointed for the 6th, 
which was* "When theft thing* begin to come to pafs, then 
look up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth 
fiigh." Luke 21* 2$. he exclaimed y H That will be my de- 
parting word*" Hi* pains left him, and at one in the morr* 
ing of the 6th, this- faithful fcrvant of Jefus went home to 
reft wifh his Lord for ever in eternal Mils. He was 55 years 
old, when he fioiflttd his coiirfe. From a modefty truly 
cbara&eriftic in him, he has not mentioned any of the fpecial 
leak God gave him to his miniftry, nor the awakening which 
his powerful teftimony produced in the hearts of many fa- 
vages, who vifited him in his hut on the Corcntyn, and were 
afterwards added to the church of Chrift by baptifm, inBer- 
btce* We therefore mutt add, that God owned and blefftd his 
labors, and made them the means of the converfion of many 
of the wild inhabitants of that wilderneft. What he there 
fowcdJa tears, both he and others have reaped with joy; 
and God opened by him a door, which all the powers of dark- 
nefs have not yet been able to (but, though exerted in the 
mod malignant manner. The Miffions begun by him, both 
among the Arawack Indians and the free-negroes, are at pre- 
fent in a very pronrifing ftate. 



VISIT 
Of our Mifffatariis at Bawam Kloof* to the UotUnfU om Stutkn Creek. 

ON the 25th March 1 794, we were vifited by a Hottentot 
from Snakes Creek (Schiaugen Rivier), three days 
journey from hence, who faid that he and his whole family 

pur- 
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(rarpofed to remove hither, to Bear the -word of God* 
His account of the difpofition of his countrymen made 
us refoivc, that the Brethren Marfreld and Kuchncl fhould 
vifit them. They fet out early March 31ft, with our bap-, 
tized Hottentot, Jacob. We breakfafted at the poft, and pro* 
ceeded. In one place, about fix paces from the road, we dif* 
covered a very large copper-fnake, and ihortly after a very 
dangerous ferpent, called hereSchaafftechcr, (Shcep-ftinger) 
lying in the road, which we avoided by going round, as this 
creature will attack horfes. Oftriches are here very nu- 
merous, and mn about in troops. 

April 1 ft, in the afternoon, we forded two rivers, and at 
five arrived at the houfe of the Landdroft of Schwellendam, 
where we were received with great kindnefe both by him and 
his lady. On mentioning that we were going to vifit the 
people on Snakes Creek, he. offered us a fpare horfe in cafe 
of accident, which we accepted with thanks. On the 3d we 
proceeded to Karrc melts rivet with a letter from the Land- 
droft to a perfon refiding there, who fhould fcive us a night's 
lodging, and conduit us to Snakes-Creek in the morning. 
But not finding him at home, we rode on, and loft our way 
in the dark ; till providentially meeting an Hottentot, we en* 
gaged him as guide, and were brought fafe about midnight, 
to a farmer's houfe. We found all the water hereabouts 
hrackifh ; fweet water muft be fetched at the diftance of two 
hours. On the 4th we fet off again, vifited the people in the 
kraals $ and called upon the man, who intends to move to 
Bsvian's Kloof. Both he and his family were very defirous 
to hear the word of God, We told ttem and the other 
Hottentots living here, that we were come into this country- 
with no other view, than to make them acquainted with their 
Creator and Savior, and then declared to them the chief 
Contents of the Gofpel. They liftened with great attention ; 

and 
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wtnA faid, that they wereljfiricerely defirous to he fa^ed, and 
that the inhabitants of alfothe kraals we had feen, were of the 
£une mind, and wiflied to come and live with our people. 
Some had been a little alarmed by a report, that, as foon ajs 
they had made fome progrefs in learning, they would be fent 
•as ftaves to Batavia. Thefe Hottentots have at firft fight 
fomething very difegreeable in their countenances, which pro- 
ceeds from their blackening their faces with a greafy ointment, 
which we had not feen f in thofe of outf* country. We found 
throughout the whole country, from Schwellendam to Snakes 
Creek, that wherever there is a good fpot of ground, it is ia 
thepofleffion of the farmers j the reft is dry and mountainous, 
and the Hottentots muft put up with fcanty fare, and drink 
brackifla water. The large wild places hereabouts abound with 
game of all kinds, roebucks, deer, fpotted bucks, and 
oftriches, an hundred in a troop. 

As we could not be fpared long from ourbufmefs at home, 
we returned by a nearer road to Schwellendam, where wc 
arrived on the 5th, and (laid with the Landd rod till the 6th at 
noon. The kindnefs and attention we met with from this 
gentleman, and all belonging to his family, exceeded all our 
expe&ation. May God blefs and reward them I On the 
6tb, we fpent the night at Mr. Herz'shoufc, where we hearc^ 
that about 50 Hottentots of this neighborhood intended to 
move to Bavians Kloof. The 7th we ftaid overnight at a 
farmers houfe, where we had very ufeful converfations with 
the family, concerning the way of Salvation. We reached 
Bavians Kloof on the 8th, thankful to the Lord, who had thus 
fafely guided and prote&ed us on this journey ; and we truft 
in him, that the word fown will produce good fruit in the 
hearts of ihc poor people on Snakes Creek. 
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ExtraS of a Letter from Brother John Jacob Fifcher, Mifi 
fonary at Hoop, or? the Corentyn, in the Indian Country 
in S.outh America, dated Sept. 14, 1793. 

" TTC7HEN I Was laft July at Paramaribo, I was hindered * 

* * by a very troublefomc diforder in my eyes from 
writing to you. -I was feized with it on our voyage, which 
lafted thirteen days, and was one of the moft difficult and 
dangerous I ever made. The fubfequent illnefs of my 
wife prevented my fending our Diary by the firft oppor- 
tunity. Both my fellow-laborers, Voegtle and Loefche t 
and the whole Indian congregation join me in thanking 
God for the reftoratian of my faithful help-mate to health 
and ftrength. Both we, and the Indians who furrounded 
her bed, expected her departure every moment; but k 
pleafed the- Lord to be her kind phyfrcian. To-day flie will 
go for the firft* time to Church, with an humble and thank- 
ful heart, an dj we have devoted ourfelve* anew to God* / 

v to be his willing fetyants.. Though we have experienced: 
„ many and various heavy trials in* this, place, we dare not 
complain, having, more abundant caufe to bring thank- 
offerings $9 the Lord for his gracious help arujt comfort in 
all things We chearfiiHy labor at the poft,, where he ha* 
appointed us to- be for- the prefent, and our whole .aim i* - 
to aflift in gathering: in the-reward of' his. fufrering*4 As 
fellow-laborec^ in this part of shis vineyard, we three Bre- 
thren are bound in one covenant of love and: harmony,, aadt. 
do. all things, bpth>in fpirituai and temporal c^n^eoas^.w^k 
ctaarfuJagis ; for. we have a rkb< enjoyment of out Savior^s- 
prefenceand bWEng.. I be<Qj»eilaily better acquainted yvith. 
my inability to, labor in the workx>£ God among the heathen,, 
yet I rejoice, that his grace is fufficient for me,and hia ftiength . 

'* made "perleft ui my weaknefs* This gives me courage,, 

Yy cotdfet 
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comfort and boldpefs in oppofing the works of Satan/ Some*, 
times indeed I feel fome degree of fear and unbelief, but im- 
mediately fly to my Almighty Savior, who foon delivers me 
from it. 

The courfe of our Indian congregation is not always equal- 
ly pleafing, as you will perceive by our Diary, but the wort 
of the fpirit of God in their hearts is manifefl ; more efpe- 
cially alfo in thofe, who have been lately baptized^ and this 
encourages us to hope, that the grace of God will once be- 
come more generally powerful among this nation. We have 
fome folid and faithful Brethren and Sifters among our com, 
municants, who have obtained that moft effential part of the 
bleffings of a true Chriftian, humility and the knowledge 
of themfelves ; among thefe we reckon alfo the fingle Bro- 
ther Bernhardt and have hopes that he will once become a 
ufeful affiftant. Both he and Gottlob write a good hand, 
yet we cannot well obtain what we had promifed ourfelves 
in this refpeft, for a fedentary occupation is not what tho 
Indians like ; they would much rather be employed in 
any other work. Their living together, as members of fo- 
ciety, comes daily into better order, and their number en- 
creafes, by others moving hither from diftant places. We 
have twenty-eight communicants fince I wrote laft, fi* 
grown perfons and one child have been baptized, and five 
admitted to the Lord's Supper j four were re-admitted. 
We remain your, &c, &c, 

J ' J ■ ' — ■ ' ' ■ !■■ » ■ ■ I * 

• % 

£xtra8 of a Letter from Brother Wiez, Mifionary among 
the Free Negroes at Bambey, in South America, tyriUm 
and dated at Paramaribo, 08, 14, 1793* 

I AM h£re at prefent to fetch our (hare of provifions* 
which arrived with the laft mips. For thefe, and efpe- 
•rnlly tor your kind Letters, we return you many thanks % 

But 

Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



[ 34i ] 

But what mull your feelings be, when you hear that our 
dear and faithful Brother John Peter Trabandt is taken from 
us to eternal reft. The pain we all felt on this occafion is 
not eafily described, and I was the more deeply affli&ed, as 
he was my fellow-laborer among the Free Negroes. But 
when I confider all* things, I am fatisfied with our Lord's 
gracious difpenfations. He had well prepared this his fer- 
vant for entering into his joy. During his laft illnefs, which 
lafted thirteen days, he was in very happy ftate of heart, 
and wholly refigned to the will of God. It fometimes 
occurs to our minds, whether you will not be difcouraged 
in fending MifSonaries to this place, and whether Brethren 
and Sifters will be found willing to venture their lives for 
the fervice of our Savior in this unhealthy country. How- 
ever the Million among the Free Negroes here is defeWing 
of it, as you will fee from our Diary. Although both my 
wife and I are growing more infirm, it is a pleafufe to us t* 
ferve our Savior among them. I was but a (hort time ago 
taken fo ill, that I thought 1 (hould not recover. But ft 
pleafed our Savior to reftore me : he knows beft, that 1 can- 
not be well fpared here juft now, being quite alone. 

We can truly fay thus much of our Negroe congregation, 
that they gradually grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Savior, who alfo makes ufe of various means to bring thofe 
who go aftray to a fenfe of their miferable ftate, that they 
may return to him. Of this we had lately a reniaikable in- 
fiance; a Negroe, who heard the Gofpel for the firft. time 
with effeft, about three yedrs ago, and had then been re- 
ceived among the candidates for baptifm, but returned to 
the flavery of fin, was laft year anew awakened, and fer- 
vently defired to 'be delivered from the dominion of Satan, 
and made a Member of the Church of Chrift. After pre- 
vious trial he was baptized laft Epiphany; but in a fhort 
time was again overcome and feduced to fin. He kept 

Yy * hU. 
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his tranfgreffion a profound feeret, and though in fpeaking 
with him, I plainly perceived that his heart was not up. 
right, I could never get at the truth. It foon happened, that 
hunting with fome other Negroes in the woods, he was 
bit by a rattlefnake ; he dropt down inftantly with exqui- 
fite pain and cried out: " This is the hand God, now 1 
muftjJie !" He was however brought home, and I vifitect 
him diligently. In the beginning he appeared flitl very re- 
served, but at laft could not endure the condemnation he 
felt in his heart any longer, but confeffed his fins with bit* 
ter tears ; our Savior had mercy upon him, and give him 
grace to turn as a poor prodigal to his offended father ; he 
obtained the aflurarice that his fins were forgiven, for the 
lake of Jefus' precious blood flied for him alfo, and he de- 
parted this life rejoicing ; this occurrence made a deep im- 
preffion upon the whole congregation. 
( On account of our prefent cir cum fiances, we could not 
▼ifit the Free Negroes in the high lands, we have however 
heard, that they have not forgotten what they experienced 
when the Gofpel was preached to them, and they are eagerly 
looking out for another vifit ; I will go to them as foon as 
pofEble, and alfo fend now and then fome of our afliftants 
to vifit them. We are here very happy among our Bre- 
thren and Sifters at Paramaribo, and rejoice that our Savior 
bleffes their labors among the Slave Negroes in all places. 



Extratt of a Letter from Brother Henry Tfchirpe, Miffionary 
at St. John's in Antigua. 
> St. John's, Augujl 20, ,1795. 

Dear Brethren, 

JOIN us in thanking and praifing our merciful Lord and 
Savior for his gracious preservation of us and our people 
during a xnoft fevere hurricane, which we experienced be- 
tween 
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tween the 18th and igth of this month. Neither we nor 
any of the inhabitants of this ifland had expefled it ; for 
though the Iky had a menacing appearance, as ufual in the 
hurricane feafon, yet no one thought that the wind would 
then rife to fuch a pitch of violence. Some days ago the 
appearance of the Iky was much more dreadful. On the 
18th the wind had been north and pretty moderate, but foon 
after ten o'clock at night it rofe to a ftorm, turning firft to 
the eaft, then round to the fouth, and varying again very 
fwiftly. About twelve it became a complete hurricane, and 
the flalhes of lightning were awfully tremendous ; it rained 
' very little, and between one and two in the morning of the 
19th, we felt a (hock of an earthquake, more violent than 
any experienced in this ifland. We were not a little ter- 
rified by thefe dreadful events, and could expeft no other 
than that if we fliould fee each other alive again, it would 
be in the open field without houfes or any kind of dwelling; 
our houfe cracked in fo dreadful a manner, that we feared 
every moment that the roof would be carried away; all the 
fpouts, which were ftrongly fecured with iron faftenings, 
were torn off. The eaft end of the roof of Brother ReicheF a 
houfe was lifted up, and other damage done both to that and our 
other houfes. No one having expe&ed an hurricane, we were 
obliged to venture out to fetch a light, and provide for the fe* 
ciirity of the premifes as well as we could. The moft diftref- 
fing part of our fituatibn was, that we could not meet together 
or affift each other; neither did we know what might be the 
fate of our Brethren. All of us were engaged in prayer to our 
Savior for ourfel ves, our fellow- laborers and people, and we felt 
his peace in our hearts. Towards dawn, as foon as the great 
violence of the ftorm feemed to abate, Brother Walters came 
to fee us, and we were glad to hear from him that our houfes 
-were ftill ftanding. He had no fooner left us, but the hur- 
jricatfe returned with the utmoft fury. However, «here 1*8 

now 
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now more rfcln, and we waited patiently to fee what would 
he the iffue ; towards fix o'clock the wind abated, and then, 
for the firft time, we could fee how mercifully the Lord had 
watched over us and preferved us and our buildings. In- 
deed all our eut-houfes and fences were thrown down, and 
the rebuilding of them will be very expenfive, but we trull 
the Lord will enable you to fupport us and provide willing 
hearts to affift you. After nine o'clock, we white Brethren 
and Sillers met, and offered tip thanks and praifes to our 
Savior for his prefervation, commending ourfelves to his 
mercy in every future trial which may await us* We alfo 
called all the Negroes on the premifes to join us in thanking 
the Lord for his mercy, and gave them a few words of ex- 
hortation* As we were very anxious to know how our Bre- 
thren at Gracehill had fared, we fent a Negroe on horfeback 
to report our welfare, and bring an account of them ; he re- 
turned in the evening with a Letter, in which our Brethren 
exprefs their great thankfulnefs to God for the prefervation 
of their lives and dwellings. Brother Ganfon was obliged to 
go out in the midft of the hurricane, bar the windows and fe- 
cure the weak parts of the Chapel and houfes, but received 
no hurt. The Chapel and Brother Bardill's apartments were . 
entirely inundated, all the fences with the out -houfes and 
iheds were thrown down, and the branches torn off all the 
trees. The Miflionaries remark particularly the goodnefs of 
God in bringing them fafe home frpm St. John's, where 
they had attended a conference on the x8th, and returned 
before the florm fet in. 

In the town many Negroe houfes have been driven from 
their places, and a great many fmall buildings were demo- 
lifhed ; about fixtecn veflels of various fixes lying in the harbor 
were driven on ihore and much damaged, two are faid to 
have foundered : we do not yet know what th.e country in 
general may have fuffered. On the 19th we felt very weary 

and 
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and fpent, but are all recovered to-day, and pray you to 
think often on us in thefe perilous times ; remaining your 
faithful Brethren in Jefus, both at St. John's and Grace- 
hill. 



VARIOUS ACCOUNTS. 

j. TFROM St. Kit? s we are informed, by Letters of the 
-*• 14th of July, 1795, that Brother Hodgfon and his 
wife arrived there fafe and well on the 18th of May, t« 
aflift in the labor. All our Brethren and Sifters were well, 
and diligently employed in their refpeftive callings. The 
Gofpel is preaclied by our Miffionaries in many parts of the 
ifland, with power and fuccefs, and the planters and magi- 
strates favor the caufe. OurNegroe congregation is encreaf- 
ingin number and grace. For all thefe mercies we praife our 
Savior, and truft to him, that he will not fuffer his work to 
be difturbed by any exertions of the power of Satan. Bro- 
ther Samuel Towle, who not finding any opportunity to go 
from St. Kitt's to Jamaica, conformably to a call fent him, 
fet out with his wife on the 1 ft of July for Philadelphia, in 
hopes of procuring an eafier and fafer p adage. By Letters 
from Philadelphia we learn with forrow, that on the voyage 
they fell in with a French privateer, who plundered the 
paflengers of all they had, though in an American fhip, un- 
der pretence of their being Englifh fubjefis ; however, on 
their arrival in Philadelphia on July 21ft, they were kindly 
furniflied by our Brethren there with every thing nccef- 
fary for their future voyage. 

a. From Barbadoes the accounts'are pleafing, and the new 
place is found to anfwer, as many more Negroes come to 
hear the Gofpel, and the congregation of believers has en- 
creafed. Ten Negroes were baptized in the year 1794- * 

3- 1& 
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g. In Antigua the work of the Lord continues to florifli % 
and we are only concerned that there are not more laborer* 
' ?n that harveft \ for our Brethren and Sifters, employed in that 
Miflion, are not able to do what they ought t without ex-. 
haufting fatigue. Brother Niema and his wife, who went 
from Europe to their affiftance by way of, St. Thomas, ar- 
rived # St, John's in Antigua, Apfjuft *$th, 4795, fafe and 
well. 

4, Of the Danifli iflands, St* Thomas, St. Croix, and St % 
Jan, the following is extrafted from various Letters, the 
lateft of which is dated in Auguft 1795 ; fome of the Mif, 
, fionaries begin to grow weak and infirm^ yet owr Savior 
gracioufly aflifts them to do th$ worfc aHotted to tfcenu 
Two Miflionaries from St. Croix, going on bufinefc to Su 
Thomas, came into great danger* th& veflel running a- 
ground: the night was uncommonly dark and no affiftance* 
could be had from the coaft* By God's mercy (fee w,a&at laft 
got afloat again t after fix hours bard labor* 

May 7th, 17959 the foundation, ftone was laid for a new* 
Chapel at Bethany in St. Jan, the former having been dg*. 
ftroyed by the hurricane in 17941 (See page 229.) 

The work qf God continues to florifh in thefe ifland*, of" 
which the Diaries contain the moft pleating teftimony ; by 
thefe it appears, that in the three Danifli iflands, 3$* Ne- 
groes were baptized by our Miflionaries in the year 1794.U 
in Antigua 498 were baptized during the fame period^ thus, 
in thefe four iflands alone, 889 Negroes have been* addecfc 
to the Chriftian Church, and 764 were admitted to. the 
Holy Communion. 

5. From the Miflionary, David Zcifl>erger y a tetter waa 

.received dated in May, 1795; he mentioned that the new 

fettlement of believing Indians on the River Thames, bad 

been called Fairfield. An old Indian of the Chippeway 

nation had come to live wi^h them, aad they conceived 

hopes 
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tbpcs, that by his cpnverfion, the firft fruit* of this nation 
Would be gained for our Savior. Though they have at pre- 
fent no great hopes of increafe in- ntimbers from aniong the 
heathen, the Mifliowies havecaufeto rejoice, that their 
Indian congregation walk Worthy of the (Jofpel and feel the 
peace and prefence of the Lord amongft theln*, 

6. Jrom Snrinatoe in South America! the lateft letteot 
complain* that in confequence of the war, the CQirefpoiu 
dence with Eurppe is greatly impeded. In April an account 
Was received in that country of the Revolution in Holland 
but neither tuinuk nor coofufion arofe from it* However, 
on account of tbte Want of fuppUes from Holland, all n$- 
ceffaries of life becatae fcarce and enormpufly dear, anil 
their diftrefs would have btfy very great indeed, had not 
American ftips brought flour and other articles. 

May 4th, i795» it p leafed the Lord to call home to eter- 
nal reft the Wife of Brother Horn, Miflionary ainong the 
free Negroes at Bambey, who arrived there but laft ye^v 
Her lofs is great in that Million, for flie feemed to be ac- 
inar kably well qualified for it. Brother Horn himfelf, and 
Brother Lu2ke at Sommelfdyk were taken dangeroufly ill 
with an inflammatory fever, but recovered. In July all our 
people were well, and there was no fignof ,difturhance in the 
country, 

9. Letters and Diaries have been received by us from the 
Cape of Good Hope i as late as the end of 1794, by way o£ 
Copenhagen. They confirm the accounts repeatedly given 
of the power of the Gofpel among the Hottentots, and add 
that more "are coming, fome even from a diftance of above 
an hundred Englifli miles, to hear the word of God and l^arm 
how they may be faved. Their place is too narrow, efpe- 
cially on account of the cattle the Hottentots bring with 
them, and our Mif&onaries begin to perceive much enmity 
ond^ppofition to their endeavors in the country. At the ^ 
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clofc of 1794, the Hottentot; congregation confifted of 3$ 
perfons. Sometimes above 200 are prcfent at the public 
^worfhip. We received fome farther account of them by 
/ fome of our people, returning from Tranquebar in the Eaft 
Indies, who, having put into the Cape on the 31ft of March, 
1795, fent to acquaint them with their arrival, upon which 
Brother Kuehnel fet out, and arrived at the Cape Town on 
the 11th of April, accompanied by fome of the baptized 
Hottentots, where they all met, at the houfe of our worthy 
friend, Mr, Martm Schmidt, and fpent fome days together 
very happily. Brother Kuehner, in a letter to us dated 
April the 12th, writes, that at Bavianskloof, a particular 
bleffing had refted upon the celebration of the laft Paflion 
week and Eafter, and in February three more of the Hot- 
tentot congregation bad been admitted to the Lord's Sup- 
*per, making in all feven communicants. 

N. B. Since the Englifh have taken pofleflion of the 
Cape of Good Hope, the Society for the furtherance of the 
Gofpel in London has opened an immediate correfpondence 
with our Miflionaries there, and is defirous to render 
them that afliftance, which they would have received 
from the Society in Holland, which had kindly taken the 
fupport of that Miflion upon themfelves. We therefore par- 
ticularly recommend them to the kind confideration of our 
Brethren and friends in England. 

10. In Oftober letters were received from Greenland, 
dated in Auguft, 1795. They mention the well-being of aft 
our Miflionaries, and that our Greenland Congregations are 
in a profperous ftate. 

Brother Gorke of Lichtenfels had recovered from a very 
dangerous fit of illnefs, during which his departure was 
hourly expeQed. On this occafion the love of the Gre^n- 
landers for their teacher was ftrikingly confpicuous, and 
they considered his recovery as an anfwer to their prayers. 

Tht 
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The Greenla'nders had a g6od year in externals. The laft 
winter, which was fo uncommonly fevere in Europe, was 
very mild in Greenland. January ill, 1795, there was a 
ftorm from the S. W. in violence little fliort of a hurricane. 
In New Herrnhuth the Greenlanders* provifion hoyfe was 
blown down, and the Miflionaries' houfe had aearly lhared 
the lame fate. In June and July there were fuch violent 
ftorms of thunder and lightning, at the oldeft inhabitant 
never remembered to have whj&e.fled. 

The congregation at New Herrnhuth confided at the end 
of 1794, of 195, and that at Lichtenfels of 337 Greenland 
Brethren and' Sifters. In the latter place they had the plea- 
fure to welcome ten South Greenland heathen, who came 
tolive with. the beJieyers, that they might hear the word of 
God, 



L K T T E R S 

Received^ the Brethren's Society for the Furtherance 
of the Gofpcl^from the Mijftons fettled on the Goafi 
^Labrador* 

From HOPED ALE, dated Auguft^t, 1.795+ 

Dear Brethren, 

GREAT indeed, was our joy. and- gratitude to *ur merci- 
ful Savior, when unexpectedly we faw the Harmony 
coming into our harbor. If was the 11th of Auguft, about 
one in the afternoon. We loon received your kind letter, 
dated May 30th, which was read with great j>leafure. We 

Z 2 sl fcav* 
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have been much concerned for Brother Rofe # and his fit-, 
roily, and often prayed the Lord to conduft them fafe to 
you, the feas being rendered fo dangerous by the war, 
We therefore greatly rejoiced to hear that he had 
brought therti fafe to their journey's end, after many dif- 
Acuities and trying delays. May the fame kind providence; 
attend the Harmony and alt fouls on board on their return to 
you this year. You mention, that in Europe the winter 
has been uncommonly fevere* In Labrador it was the re, 
trerfe. In fpring and fummer we bad a continuation of 
warm weather* 

- As to our family, we have fpent the year paft in harmony, 
and our Savior blefled us, his poor fervants, in all our ways, 
nor has pur weak teftimony of his love, fufferings and death 
for man, been in vain in the hearts of the Efquimaux, 

Our fmall congregation of believing Efquimaux have 
proceeded in a quiet and pleating courfe, and the work of 
the Lord and his fpirit was evident amongft them. F pur 
perfons were admitted communicants, four were added to 
the condidates for the Communion, and two tb the candid 
dates for Baptifm, One child of baptized parents was born 
tnd baptized, but we have had no increafe from amongft 
(be heathen. At Hopedale twenty-eight Efquimaux lived 
in two winterJioufes, and twenty-two at Arvertok in on$ 
houfe. 

God our heavenly Father cared fo gractoufly for the Efquu 
Hlailx, that none fuffered hunger laft winter, and in fpring 
they caught an extraordinary number of feals, fo that they 
could dry a good ftock of meat for next winters confumption^ 
which will be of effeutial fervice to them. In our family 

* He left Labrador in Oft. 1791, (See p« a$a) and arrived 
after a very boifterous paffage at Londtn in December, but waa 
detained three weeks by the ice at Sheernefs in a Hamberougi* 
•Jhip, and did not reach Herrohuth till Marsh, %?$$. 
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we were alfo well provided with frefb meat, for though 
there were hardly any Biepers (a fpecies of partridge) yet 
the raindeer came in flocks on the ice, and the Efawmau* 
fliot many of them. They fold us Come of the meat, which 
proved a very good and plentiful fub&itute for the want of 
jriepr rs. We have thereby faved fo much beef, that we fhall 
want none by the return of the (hip. 

Five boats went this year to the South from the country 
about Hopedale, Nain, and Okkak; but four of them re* 
turned, an epidemic diforder having fwept off many in the 
South, and the Efquimaux being extremely afraid of death. 
Two boats arrived from the South, one going towards Nain 
and the other to the North, 

Our daily fervent wifh and prayer to God our Savior is, 
that he would continue to be with us, and blefs the words 
,*re fpeak to the poor heathen, that many of them may in- 
cline their ear, hearken to the Gofpel, and be tranflated 
from darknefs unto light, and from the power of Satan to 
God. It grieves us to fee how few of them have the leaft 
concern about their fouls' falvatlon. May the Lord grant 
us power to proclaim the word of his bitter fufferings, blood* 
(hedding and death with a warm heart, that it may enter into 
the hearts of the Efquraiaux. All things are poflible with 
him, though their hearts be as hard as the rocks and as cold 
as the ice of their country. 

To conclude, we commend ourfelves anew, dear Bre- 
Aren, to your future loving remembrance in your prayers, 
for we know and experience that you moft carefully confult 
both the internal and external welfare of the Miflion in La* 
brador. We cannot help returning you particular acknow- 
ledgements for your having fo kindly confidered our necef- 
fities, as to give the captain a fpecial charge to bring ferae 
live pigs from the Orkneys to each of the fetttements. Ho 
has brought us this year three gecfe, for Which we retwii. 
you our fincereft thanks. We 
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We pray that our Savior may fupport you in thefe time* 
<of fcarcity, and grant you to be able to bear the burthen and 
expences attending the charge committed unto you, by the 
continued kind exertions of all well wifhers to his ckufeand 
kingdom, to whom we likewife return our cordial thanks* 

We falute you all in the faUowQiip of ou? tori and Saviof 
Jefus Chrift, and remain, 

Dear Brethern* 
Your aflfeftionate and faithful Brethren employe^ 
* in the Miffioi* at Ropedale^ 

(Signed) John Lewis Beck* 

SVEN ANDERSEK. 



from NAIN, dated Septcmbtr jth 9 1795* 

Dear Brethren, 
f T , HE arrival of the Harmony at Hopedale was announced 
■*• to us on the 17th of Auguft, to our inexpreflible fatis* 
faftion. She came to an aachorin our. harbor op the a8th fc 
an*- we welcomed the captain with heartfelt joy. Your 
kind letter of May 30th, was fent to us by the firft oppor« 
Unity,' and we found abundant caufe for praife and th^nkf* 
giving, in coniidering how marveloufly our Lord conduced 
the (hip and company through fo many dangers, both in re, 
turning to you laft year, and bow in her voyage to our coaft. 
We have been greatly ftjrengtheped and encoraged by your 
letter, which proves to us how kindly and earneftly you par* 
take in our welfare, both in internals and externals. We 
jeturn you alfo our cordial thanks for your having again abuifri 
^antly provided us with every requifite for our QUtwardfuppoit* 

May 
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May the Lord reward you and all our friends ; yea, may ktf 
himfelf be their reward and eternal portion. For your kind 
reception of Brother Rofe and his family, we feel ourfelvei 
much obliged to you, and are glad that the verbal account 
he gave you of every particular relating to. this Miffion # 
tended to give you a ftill clearer idea of every thing be- 
longing to the courfe of the Miflion is Labrador. 

Having moft eameftly looked out for fome affiftants in 
the work, we were, at firft, not a little difappointed, that not 
one came to us this year, bui we fodn difcovered, that cir* 
cumftances rendered it impracticable, and wc will therefore 
patiently wait another yean 

We will now, dear Brethren, proceed to give you a fliort 
funimary of what you will find related more at large in our 
Diary. Thanks be to our Savior, we can truly fay, that love 
and peace has reigned amongft us during the year pa ft. The 
Lord has done great things for us, and his prefence attended 
us, both in our meetings, and in all our ways, and we may 
add, that we have all found more and more both of the ne- 
ceffity and happinefs, of living daily by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved us and gave himfelf for us. As to our 
health, moft of us have indeed had fliort attacks of illnefs, 
efpecially Sifter Burkardt, but in general we were well and 
are at prefent all recovered. 

We never remember a winter, during which our labor 
among the Efquimaux has been attended with lefs trouble 
and perplexity. We difcovered with heartfelt thanks 
to our Savior, how by his Spirit he drew the hearts of our 
baptized people and of the other Efquimaux under our 
care, to himfelf, convincing them that there is no reft nor 
happinefs, but in him, and that in themfelves they are 
wretchedly depraved and corrupt creatures. We could 
plainly perceive, that their declarations concerning their 
fpiritual Hate, were not mere words of form, but the Ian# 

guage 
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guage of their hearts. There are indeted a few, who io ntrf 
as yet appear to have much life from God in their fouls} 
but we blear them with patience -and have ^ell founded! 
hopes, that by the coftverfation of their . cdunUymen they 
will alfo be gained as the property of our Savior- There 
was a peculiar emotion among ft our people irt the laft Chrift* 
mas holidays, the ocfcafion of which was- a baptifmaj trajifac- 
tion on Chriflmas day- Several who had hitherto fcept at af 
diftance, came of their own accord and begged to be ad* 
mitted into the. clafs of the candidates for baptifm* Thef 
fchool has been hfeld with as little interruption as poiible. 
Some of the children can read pretty w ell, but we wifli w* 
had mere books printed in the Efquhnau& language. 

William Tuglawina, who is well known, (See p. £54) 
•nd his wife Judkh, have both mnained faithful, and grow* 
in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jefus Chrift. LaU 
fpring he waa admitted to the Lord's Supper, and it is hie 
moft ardent defire to render joy and honor to the Lord.—* 
From the fuee impulfe of hi& heart, he has begun occafionally 
to teftify to his countrymen, what the Lord has done for hia 
foul, in, a, manner, in which.no Esquimaux ever fpoke before 
him: his addfefs is commonly to this affe£b " 1 have 
•• given my finful heart to Jefus, and he has delivered me 
•• from it. Now I hate fin.. He has made ray heart light 
•* and peaceful, and given me new inclinations. Now 1 
#i will live unto him alone, &c«" May the Lord prefervc 
him in this mind. 

Three adults and one child were baptised lail year, and 
five were added to the candidates for baptifin. None have 
been excluded this year. Our fmall congregation confefts 
at prcfent of nine communicants ; three candidate* for the 
Communion ; fix adults and feven children baptized, and 
three candidates for baptifm. In all of twenty -eight, befidea 
forty pcrfons who had leave to live on our land 

In 
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Iii externals the Efquimatix had a hard time arid differed 
much hunger towards fpring. We were very fony not to 
have it iri our poWer to relieve them. Nathanael; who parted 
with his fecond wife Sybilla; feems to be more than ever 
In eartieft abdttt his cdnyeffiori, and has Very preffingly beg- 
ged for readmiffiori. . We have therefore recommended to 
him tb live at Hopedale tidxt winter: 

Dear Brethren, alfift us to pray that the Kingdom of 
Chrift may come and floHfli even here in Labradbr, and 
that he Would lay his blefling upon dur weak teftimony of 
his grtiat love to fiiiners; mariifefted by his bitter fufferingtf 
and death, that it may be accompanied with power and the 
demttiifttation of the Spirit. We commend durfelves to 
your love and prayers, and falute yoti and every toell- 
Wilher to the caufe of God our Savior oil earth, as your 
* faithful arid affe&ibnate Brethren employed in the Million 
atNain. 

Christian Fred. Burghardt, 
Andrew Lewis Morhardt, 
Christian Gottlieb Parchwiz." 



From OKKAk, dm&i Ssptmber igtii 1795; 

Dear Brethren* 

AUGUST 29th, we received the agreeable news of the 
arrival of the Harmony at Hopedale on the 1 ith, and at 
the fame time your kind Letter of the 30th of May laft. 
We return you many thanks for the kind encouragement 
you give us, arid the manner in which, you exprefo 
your love towards Us* This ftrengthens us anew; to unite 
Aaa * with 
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with you in one covenant to fervc the caufe of God in this 
rough country, notwithftanding all difficulties and trials 
which we may meet, with that firm and confident hope, that 
he will be with us and blefc our labors. 

We reader thanks to our Lord and Savior, that he has 
again granted us to fpend a year in true-brotherly love and 
peace. Though we have all had fome flight attscks of ill* 
nefs, yet we are at prefent well in health. The preaching 
of the Crofs of Chrift, was attended this year with blefling 
and power, amid ft all our weaknefs ; fome ftrayed iheep 
have (bund again their way to the good Shepherd and Bifho^ 
of our fouls, and in fome heathen hearts a defire has been 
created, to be converted and added to the Church of Chrift. 
In all our con fukat ions for the welfare of our Efquimaux, 
the Lord himfelf was our Counfellor, for we are not fuf- 
ficient for thefe things, and when we met together in his 
name, he was in our midft, and approved himfelf to us, 
as the faithful Shepherd of his fheep, fo that our hearts over- 
flow with thanks and praife. He al fo granted us health and 
ftrength to do our daily work. 

We had almoft fully depended upon receiving afliftance 
from Europe this year, but as this could not be obtained, 
on account of the late arrival of Brother Rofe, we fhall con- 
tinue for another year in our prefent fixation and employ- 
ments, hoping that next year fome help will come. We 
are thankful that Brother Rofe and his family fpent their 
time with you to mutual fetisfaftion, and that, by conferring 
with you eoncprning all circumftances relating to the Mif- 
fion in Labrador, he could impart to you a more fpecial ac- 
quaintance with them; by which indeed you exprefs yodr- 
felves anew encoraged to hegleft nothing that may tend to 
promote our Saviofs caufe in this country, as far as lies 
in your power, and we will moft heartily co-operate with 
you, dear Brethren, in the name and ftrength of the Lord, 

that 
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that hu Gofpel be proclaimed and the reward of his fuffer- 
ings and death be gathered in, among the Efquimaux na- 
tion alfo. 

We read the account of i the difficulties and dangers Bro- 
ther Rofe and his family had to encounter, efpeciaily on 
their parage frpm Loudon to Hamborough with much fym- 
pathy, but likewife wkh gratitude to God for their deliver- 
ance and fafe arrival at Herrnhuth. We thank you parti- 
cularly £pr,youj[ exertions in fheir behalf, when they were 
Jo long confined by the ice .at Sheernefs. 

Since our laft, the following are the moft remarkable oc- 
currence* at Qkkak. September 4th, 1794* Charles Ben- 
jamin Kohlmeifter #as born and baptized, and is a healthy 
and lively child. On the *$tfc Brother Rafting came 
from Nftn to. affift in the fobor here, and we received him 
with grjeat joy,. 0& s Qth x w$ began to, cut fire-wood be- 
yond the bay> and were obliged on account of the $ftaucc t 
to live in the wood in a tent till the ift of November.. 
Only on^ Brother couH be fpared.to ftay at hojne to attend 
to the Efquimaur. Nov. 1 *th, the Eftjuhnauic began their 
whaje.fifheiy, but though they perfifted.iiv it tii.Uhe sotb^ 
as i^uch as. the weather WQuki permit, they could not gpt 
pne-fifk. The peopjlp of, Ki valet pierced. two r but both 
efqaped. Very few whales appeared on otff Qoaft. I# 
Saeglek one v,as caught, and* Sept., ai$ % tji$ people of 
UivaH fo«pd one dead, v with the whale-bone pemainipg v 
T^O- were found dea4 .at Jgjjliaek^ but one was, carried out 
to fea ajjain, by the waves. Nov. i^th^ Jofejh'* infant 
daugjhtca; i^ras borrj, ar$ called Joanna in haptifm. On the 
261th ai*, EjT^uipiaux^ called §ettopna, overact uthis kajak 
in the hay of Kjvalek audwa* drowned.. On the 28th 
OgiWujt was readmitted to the chefs ofc candidates for bay - 
4iian. The celebration *f thp Chriitmas feafon was attended 
^h bleffiflg, and a heathen fajniiy can* &£** fc$nn JCyglek 
1 - Aaas* iCk 
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jto be prefent at the meetings. Dec. 26th 9 the infant 
fChriftian Frederic Schmidtman was born and baptized, and 
is at prefent well in heakh. At the clofe of the year 1794^ 
forty-three Efquimaux lived at Okkak in three winter 
houfes. .Of thefe twelve adults and twelve children wcw 
baptized and two were candidates for baptifm ; but three of 
*he baptized were at that time excluded. Jofeph's family 
joined us again, and three children were baptized laft year. 
We cried fervently to the Lord to grant to our Efquimaux 
new life and grace, when we met together to clofe the yeaf 
Kith prayer and thankfgiving. Our family confifted of twq 
married couple, one widow, two (ingle Brethren and tw<> 
children. 

January 10th, the widow Tabea was readmitted to the 
Lord's Supper, and her fubfequent walk and converfatioa 
has been an honor to the Gofpel. On the jth, Boas an^ 
his family were again admitted to the meeting? of the can T 
fiidates for the Lord's Supper. He was truly penitent, 
-when he fpoke qf his pafi deviations, and with earneftnefs 
cried to Jefas for mercy and pardon. Feb. nth, we re r 
ceived the firft Letters this yeaf from pur Brethren apc[ 
Sifters at Nain. March lath, Brother Burghardt arrived 
here from Nam oq a vifit. apd took a cprdial (hare in al| 
pur circumftances. Up converted with each of us, apd 
Iikewife with fVfry individual Efquimaux belonging tq 
f very clafs of our congregation ; and in feveral public an<| 
private meetings encouraged them to liften attentively to the 
word of God, that they pay receive th$ pjpmifcs giveq 
therein unto all believers, for the fan&ification of foul an<| . 
body. On the 24th, he returned to Nan. March aftd, the 
infant fen of Boas and Martha was baptized and called 
Jacob, the mother was on the feme day readmitted to the 
fellpwflup of the believers. The Paffion week and Eaftcr 
verc days of grace and bleCQng to us and our people. The 

Efquimau^ 
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Efquimaux were uncommonly attentive, aj^i a partfcirfar 
^motion of heart was perceived amongft them. During the 
jnonth c4 April ye had many .vifitotjs from ail parts pf the 
country, the fledge-track being remarkably good. May lft, , 
Ufapke, once a candidate for baptifm but excluded a long 
time ago, departed this life by occafio© of an inflammatory 
^diforder. He cried to the Lord for mercy and the for r 
givenefs of his fins, and we have ground to hope that our 
admonitions and encouragement were not in vain, mid that 
pur Savior for his merits fake received the foul of this poor 
Efquimaux in mercy. On the 6th, Samuel, formerly a com r 
municant, but long ago excluded, died of the fame diforder 
jinder the hands of the Sorcerers'; for he relied upon 
^witchcraft for his recovery. His fecond wife followed 
him in a few days. This epidemic diforder raged for fome 
jtime and many Efquimaux died in confequence of it. It 
jnay perhaps be afcribed to the mitdnefe of the winter and 
9 wet fpring. June 13th, the ice left our bay ; which is 
much earlier than common, and during the fummer we had 
tnuch rain. Towards the end of June, twelve families went 
from Uivak and Itiblek to Killinek, by which this part of 
the country lofes many inhabitants. They alledge, that 
there are more feais further north. Ifaac's family, who 
have for this long time paft been verfy indifferent as to their 
fouls' falvation, had intended to go this year to the South, 
but altered tbWr minds, and put it off till next fpring. Thus 
they feparate thenrfeives from the. Believers, having np 
mind to be truly* converted. May the 'Lord have mercy 
upon them. Solomon, who had fent his fccond wife away 
and meant to return to us, (terns to have not yet made 
pp his mind, fince his return from the rain deer-hunt. 
However he fpoke very honeftly with as concerning all his 
views and practices, which we confider as a good fign, as 
ftsch nnreftrvtdnefs knot ufual witk the Efquiitrtux. la 
v * the 
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0fhe begmnirig of >\uguft, Adam" was overtaken in a fault, 
.which brought hit former felf-righteoufnefs into great dis- 
credit, and ultimately p&ved *be means of bleffing to him ; 
for he fincerely reputed, confefled that nothing but the 
Wood of jefus cmli fteanfc him from fin, and that he had 
relied too much upon hi& own goodnefs* He now fought 
and found p ardoij and peace with £od, as an humbled finner. 
Auguft &h, the if ft fmall cod wef« caught, and the Efqui* 
macux were afterwards Jiljgent in laying up ftore for winter 
/coftfumptiori; for laft winter they ftifieqod target, 

The printer *S* wttomotojfly mild, wtfe little fopw. 
Very little ftefli meat could be procured, tor then were hardly 
,any ritpers, aad ihdngh the Efquixnaua; were, f^ the firft 
time in thefe parts, fuccefsful in hunting rainde^r in-iand, 
we could get very little of thjt meat for our ufe, as they had 
no other flock of provifion* P Thjs deficiency in gpr ufuaj 
fupply of fnefh meat was the caufe oi jfam^ajlmtntt in ow 
(amily, but pur Sayjef granted us all to reoover fporu TI^ 
Sillers Kot)ina*ifter and Schmidunaa had b#h fpme <kage~ 
roiu fymptoroa during their lying- in, b*t can pow lookback 
with thanks and pratfe to th# Lprd, that ^ helped them gra- 
fioufly and beyond a}l expectation. 

We thank you rfcoft pprxUally for ypur generous fappry 
pf all the neciflaqe* of life, fent us again by the fliip t ant 
arc pray for a gracioua reward unto yoji t and all thofe kini| 
friends who affift in ftippqrting the Mifio«& 041 thi* roaiL 

The Harmony arrived here Sept. *7th t after a tediec*. 
pafrage of twehre day* from Nain. We. joined the captain 
in thanking God few tbe preservation of th* ftip, and trull 
to his meny, that notwithstanding the dangers of tfe? war^ 
he will conduct her fafe to you again. 

We cannot but thankfully notice the a&ivity of our kt$ 
refpe&ed Brother Jam?* Hutton, of whole happy depar* 
*ure into tkpjoy ©4 the Lofd youf ltftflr \$i&pf* «f» *fe 
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was a true friend to this Mrffion, and we truft now meet* 
with a reward of grace for his Cervices. 

To conclude, dear Brethren, we pray the Lord, that he 
would grant fuccef* to the work in this country ; for though 
it is done in weaknefs, it is however his work, and he has 
promifed, that the preaching of his Crofs (hall not be in 
vain. We will remain, through grace, his faithful fervants, 
and entreat him for witdom and power, to do what is well 
pleafing to him, and to maintain our courage and con- 
fidence, though we do not at prefent fee a large harveft. 
In this view we ?lfo recommend, ourfelves to your future 
love and remembrance, and remain your faithful . Brethren 
employed in the fervice of the Miffion.at Okkak, 

(Signed) Benj. Kohlmeisteiu 

John Hasting* 



Extraft of a Diary of the MiJJionaries of the Brethren among 
the Arawack Indians in South America, from February 
1793, to February 1^94. 

Dated Hoop on the River Corentyn. 

FEBRUARY 9th, we had' a conference relating to the 
Million^ and found caufe to rejoice over moft of our 
people. To-day an Indian Brother, Chriftian Stephan de- 
parted this life. He was baptized in- the year. 1777 by the 
Miffionary Chriftian Quandt, moved hither with the other ' 
baptized Indians from the Kiepennai Was admitted to the Holy 
Communion in 1792,' and remained -a conftant inhabitant 
of this place. When he was 'taken ilL, he immediately 
hinted that he ihould depart tbft life, and took an affec* 
- tionate 
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tionate leave of his wife and children, efpecially of his xrtxfs 
ried fon, Simon Peter, who had been excluded and fenC 
away from hence on acc0unl of deviations :' He faid, " i 
" rejoice that my wife aftd children are here at Hoop; i 
" (hall now leave you; but pray you t6 remain here; an* 
" as for you, my fon, return to the believers, fakd care o£ 
** your toother and Afters,- and as yoii well know why yorf 
•' wete fent away, repent of your Otis andadvife with your 
" teachers," He once complained/ that the communicants' 
did not vifit him,' but having mentiohed h to them; they 
were afterwards very diligent in their vHits,* till: his deper- 
twre. We vifited him feveral .times every day, and his ill- 
nefs proved the c/cca&on 6f ottrtranflatiftg many hymnr- 
and verfes, treating of the departure of Believers to the* 
Lord, into the Afawack language, for be delighted to hear 
them read and fung.- Brother FHcher and his wife Were : 
prefent at his departure. He futtered much pain at laft, 
which greatly affected thc-Indians. Jonas' faid, " What 
44 poor creatures we men are. Has God indeed created us, 
" that we fhould die in fuch mifery ?" Brother Fifcher an ^ 
fwcred " No, he has created us that we fhould bt eternally' 
" happy; but we have brought ourfclves inW mifery and' 
" death by our fins. Yet our Savior, by fufferlng death 
" for us,, has take* away the fling and power of death, for 
" he has faid : he that belie vet h in me, though he were 
" dead, yet (hall he live. And whofoever live* and be-* 
•' lieveth ii> me, fhall never die." After all was over, 
Jonas faid : " 1 am fore CkrtfH*n is gone to reft with our 
*• Savior, his very countenance, as a cotyfe, is a proof of 
41 it." We took this opportunity to reprefent to our peo* 
pie the great advantage of their living together as a congre- 
gation ; for not only in days of hefcltb, but in ficknefs, an* 
efjpecially when our di Ablution is approaching, the conver- 
fation and affiftancaof our Brethren and* Sifters affordr the 
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Ijreateft comfort both in internals and externals. After the 
funeral, we fent for the widow and her five children, and 
the brethren Jonas, Herrman and Lazarus and fettled with 
them, that the family fiiould live here and the three fmaller 
children tie provided with the neceffaries of life. Simon 
Peter faid he wonW move hither and c^re for his family, 
fcut he has mat yet fulfiljed his promifeu We alfo refolved, 
not to fuffer tfee heathenith cuftom of cutting off a widow's 
1iair, This i« done by the Indians to prevent her from 
marrying foon again; and if (he marries while her -hair is 
fhort, both me and her huftand are treated with -contempt, 
till her hair is grown again. On the 12th we converfed 
largely with Buddian*, a Warau Indian, concerning his 
living in ouf plac$, and perceived with pleafure, that he be- 
gins truly to believe in Jefus. He was but lately a great 
Sorcerer, and one who did not endeavor to hide his leger- 
demain tricks, for he feemed to be convinced of their 
power. But when we told him, that all thefe things were 
nothing but lies and the work of Satan, he threw away his 
Sorcerer's calabafh, His whole family appear of an open 9 
unreferved difpofition* On the 17th, we had a council 
with all the grown people on our land, to encourage them to 
clear a fpot of good ground lying eaftward of our fett lenient, 
to plant Indian, jcorn and benanas, before they begin to 
work their new caflabi«grounds in the fandy fail. We re* 
prefeijted to th^m, that though fome of them had begun to 
make Caflabi plantations here and there in the wildernefs, we 
wiflied them to come into a more regular way fc and to make 
their plantation* clofe together^ and no more^ according to 
the manner of the wild heathen, Scattered up and down an 
immenfe foreft, the reafon of which is a degree of jealoufy 
and fufpicion very unbecoming Chriftian peopltff XhU 
propofal did not meet with the- approbation of all prefent; 
gQr did we expett fo fudden a change of opinions in them, 

B b k yet 
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yet wc fet about the Work immediately, Michael, Leonhard, 
Herrman and Jonas joining us with chearfulnefs. On the 
18th, afire broke out in the Indian Gabriel's houfe, bu$ 
was fpon extinguifhed, chiefly by our negroe Gottfried^ 
who immediately ran to the burning houfe and tore down a 
partition by which the fire moft probably would have been 
communicated to half the houfes in the fettlement. The 
«2d, at midnight Brother Fifcher was difagreeably rou fed 
put of his fleep by a p'orcupine entering his room. Its body 
was a foot and a half long, and the tail as long as the body. 
Our negroes foon killed it. 

In fpeaking with our people this week we rejoiced to hear 
their unaffefted declarations. Herrman faid, " I pray tc^ 
'•'our Savior to grant me watchfulnefs to avoid every thing 
♦* that is dffpleafing to him ; for that js my chief defire. 
* • My body is fupported by the food I eat, but it cannot feedj 
•• my foul. Therefore I pray 1 that he may caufe me daily 
•• more to hunger and thirft after him. 11 Several of the ex- 
cluded came and (hewed repentance on account of their 
tranfgreffions. Nor were the declarations pf the candidate* 
for baptifm and new people left pleafing. Kakkah, Leon-, 
hard's wife, faid : ** Though my hufband has but a poor 
•• ftate of health, I will no more apply to the Sorcerers, but 
** wait to fee whether he will die or not : and I know now^ 
€i that when he dies he will go to Jefus : for he was a Sor- 
• ' cerer himfelf, but now admpnifhes us all, never to med- 
•• die with incanutipns, and tells us every day of our Savior 
" Jefus Chrift." Awgihoama relate4 that Hernnan had 
faid to him : ** When we (hall difcover in you a true wiflj 
•' to be converted, then all the baptized will join in. prayer 
% * to God, that you may alfo be added to the Church by 
'' baptifm." On the gth, the Indian Sifter Caritas was ad-, 
mitted to the Holy Communion for the firft time. 

Off the utb, Brother Fifcher went with Leonhard, an4 
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feme of our young Indiaiis to Aporro to examine into the 
Quality of the foil thereabouts^ He was four days engaged 
in this work, and found a large traft of the be ft land, fit 
lor the rearing of all kinds of Weft Indian plants. Here 
we now m£an to male a plantation for benanas. In caf<p 
bur Indian congregation fliould increafe fo much that we 
muft form two fettlemerits, this would be a very proper 
lituation; We are extremely defirous to promote the 
planting of benanas and Indian corn, and tb perfuade the 
Indians to discontinue the ufe of caflabi as much as poflible^ 
jpartly alfo hecaufe a very intoxicating liquor is made of it* , 
and the wild Indians cultivate it the more on that account. 

On the 14th we had a meeting with the communicants, 
to whom a»difcourife was delivered from the text of the day : 
*' Every one that hath forfdken houfes, or Brethren, or Sifters, 
" —for my name's fake, Jhatl receive an hundredfold, and 
"•• Jhatl inherit everlajling life" 

They were told, that we European Brethren who in the 
tome of Jefus had forfakeri our Friends, &c. to bring the 
Colpel to them, had experienced the truth ot our Savior's 
faying, and been mo ft abundantly recompenfed by his grace. 
Therefore we could confidently exhort them alio, to for- 
fake all, and to remain faithful members of his congrega- 
tion, that they might reap both a temporal and an eternal 
reward* They fliewed particular attention and a joyful 
fpirit prevailed amorigft them on this occafion. In the fol- 
lowing days all our people went out to their plantations to 
finifh their work, fo as to be able tD attend the celebration 
of the PafGon Week and Eafter without difturbance. We 
had many hearers in this week, and had to make tvJfe new 
benches for the ufe of the chapel. In l/peaking with our 
people individually, we were again filled with thanks to 
God, for his goodneCs towards them. Peter, Henry, and 
$iakullikoama had been at Berbice, and were very anxious 
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to return in time. On the road Rakidlikoama enquired 
of the two baptized,, what he (hould do to be converted and: 
baptized. They anfwered: " You mull feel that you are 
•• miferable while in the fervice of fin ; then hear and believe- 
41 what our Savior has done to redeem you, and that you have 
" been the caufe of hi»feferings and death, and pray him to 
** forgive you your fins, deliver you from your evil lufts r 
** and make your heart his dwelling/' He had taken his 
fpelKng-book with him to learn fomething on the road, and* 
the Europeans at Berbice were not a little furprized to fee ar 
wild Indian able to fpell,. though, he cannot read well as yet- 
The Indians ufe many flmilitudfes in their converfation.. 
Thus one of the candidates for Baptifm faid*: •• I am Tike a. 
M dog fattened to a tree at a great diftance from home,. 
** howling and ftriving to- get loofe. 1 want to be -delr* 
u vered from ffn and added to the- church of God." * Ban* 
nunama, a heathen man, eame on Good Friday in the morn- 
ing of his own. accord, and declared with much concern,, 
that he wiflied to fpeak unrefervedly with his teachers con- 
cerning the fttte of his fouL He faid " I am* exceedingly 
** di ft re fled about myfelf and my flnfiil heart. lam not * 
•* human being, but an evH f|>irit ; for a* the devil is con- 
•* tinually difpofedito evil and oppofition to God, fo I feeF 
if continually the fame difpofitions in- me." " Though E 
M hear good word* every day,, and efpecially in this week,. 
4t and know that they are not the words of men, but ef. 
" God, y«t 1 have-hitherto always*oppofed our Savior, who 
M fpoke thefe words and fuffered fo much for me. What 
•• fhall I db to hefaved? I will renounce the devil and alh 
** his works forever*. Hitherto l> loved them but now 1 
u hate them and they are an* intolerable burthen to me.'* 
Immediately after the fervice in the afternoon, at which the 
hiftory of our Lord's crucifixion and death, had been read,. 
fee came and repeated his declarations with many tears*. 

Th* 
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The Warau Indian, Budduina and his fon Weruma catfiealft* 
of their own accord to fpeak with us. Their whole family,, 
confifting of eight perfons, give us the bed hopes of thtit 
teal converfion.. On Eafter Sunday, a youth of eighteen^ 
and his lifter were baptized. The mother and four df her 
children have all been baptized within t*e Iaft year, Oa 
the Sunday after Eafter we had, fpr the firft time fince the 
eftablifhment of the* Miffion, a meeting with twenty-five 
Indians, who had been added to the Chriftian Church by 
Baptifm in the year paft. After Eafter our people went out 
upon bufinefs. Awaikoama went to Berbice to* fetch feme 
f>f his children, and Leonhard brought a family oi fix chil- 
dren, uefatedto him, to live here. Oh the 28th,. we re- 
ceived a difagreeable account from the river Wuinanna, that 
Rachel, Titus' wife, who had* gone thither to wee* their 
plantation,, had b«en bit by a ffloft venomous fpider not 
larger thawa pea,, called here Barrakarren. Four men fet out 
immediately and brought her homo, though her plantation 
k a full day's voyage from hence. It was fome months be- 
fore (he was completely reftorecT. In the beginning fhe was* 
<juite raving, and for five days could neither take reft not 
food. A few years ago an Indian woman m that neigh- 
ftourhood was bit by one of thefe fpiders and died foon for 
want of afllffcuice. We have never Teen* it, and it is faii 
to inhabit only the thickeft parts of the foreft, which havr 
never been cleared. Titus reprefented to hh wife that thi* 
misfortune was fent by the Lord as a challifement for her 
fins ; that therefore (he (hould tun* unto him to be forgivenv 
She herfelf faid, that (he could not but confider it as a chaf- 
tifement meant for her good, for (he had been excliidccF 
from the clafs of communicants fome time ago. . 

May 5th, Kakkalli, Leonhard's wife was baptized an* 
called Rebecca; In the evening Augultus was received 
into the congregation* having been baptised as a child; 

His. 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



i 3«* i 

Mis motner continually dire&s her children to the torcf? 
and when fhe afterwards addreffed Auguftus particularly^ 
who had formerly been very indifferent about his fpiritual 
Concerns, he replied : " Mother, my heart is now foftfcned, 
49 nor am I at liberty any more to be fo indifferent,- for I be-* 
" long to God's people." On the 14th Bxakullikeama faid, 
49 When 1 was at my old dwelling, I was going to pray, but 
49 could riot; for fome people had ftoien feveral thing* 
49 from me, at which I was greatly enraged ; from which I 
f< perceive, that a man cannot pray to our Savior when he 
'* is at enraky with others. I have now fold all the things 
44 I meant to carry to the Spaniih country to the people of 
41 this neighbourhood, left I mould mifs being baptized,- 
** for I am determined to fallow Jefus^ I have alfo begad 
41 to go to fchool and muft not leave off again." 

On the 28th, we began to fpeak with all our people in- 
dividually. We have of late felt much grief and perplexity 
on account of the behavior of fome of our young people* 
and were obliged to exclude feveraL Others again give ue 
much pleafure. Our negroe Gottfried faid, " When I be* 
i 9 gan to know and love our Savior* but was not as yet ac- 
" quaintcd with my own weaknefs, I refolved, that 1 would** 
u never do any thing amifs while 1 live. Sometime after 
*' I felt an inclination to evil, and could pot understand 
%i how it happened, that all my resolutions feemed to give 
" way. But I have fince then learnt, that as long as 1 am 
49 in this body I remain a finful creature, and all depend* 
" upon my cleaving to our Savior thai he may prc- 
•* ferve me from fin." Thus related, " that during tn« 
•* time of his going aftray among the heethen he had been 
" a reftlefs, miferabie wretch." This mart is a rematrkabk 
proof that if the baptized who have left us have had but a, 
fmall fpark of life in their heart, they are never afterward* 
eafy among the heathen, however they may difguife their 
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fentiments. Hedwig, a young woman, has, ever fince h«r 
fraptifm, proceeded quietly and chearfully, and her deck, 
rations on this occafion were remarkably edifying. She 
began, by relating with tears, what our Saviorhad fuffered 
to fave us from fin. Then (he told Sifter Fifcher that Die 
was lately much concerned on account of her great fpiritual 
defefts, and could not help weeping as (he was at work. 
Her little daughter between four and five years old, afked 
ker ^hy A*e wept? whether Ihe was ill? She replied; 
** No, my dear child, I am not ill, I weep on account of my 
w finfulnefe, which you do not underftand as yet." Rofina 
had juft returned from the river Maradakkn and faid: 
4 > When I arrived with my heathenifh relations, I was afraid 
* that I mould be feducedto follow their extravagant ways. 
** and I prayed earneftly to our Savior, that he would pre-. 
M ferve me from them. The miftr^fs of the family foon 
** informed us,- that (he had very little caflabi, exprefling 
♦' her regret that we could not have a drinking bout. I re-. 
" joiced at the news/' &c. We heard likewife with plea- 
fore, that two baptized youths, Jofeph and Gottlob, had en- 
ftered into a fpecial covenant to live alone unto the Lord ? 
and that each mould remind his brother if he perceived in 
him a deviation from the way of truth. 

.June fid, two grown perfons, Biakutlikoama a young 
-man, and Kabburahayn , a widow of fifty, were baptized and 
called Conrad and Mary. Both moved hither above a year 
ago, and from being bitter enemies of the Gofpel, are be- 
come very affe&ionate people. In the evening a council - 
was held ? on account of fome irregularities which have 
lately happened. The eighteen articles forming the ftatutes 
pf the congregation were read and confidered. Several hav- 
ing difcovered fome degree f of difpleafure at our conftant 
admonitions to diligence and good, order, we called upon 
all to fpeak their fentiments freely. The Brethren and 

Sifters . 
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Sifters faid, there were but a few, who objected, the greater 
part of the congregation being well fatisfied with the ftatutes, 
and defirous of living more than ever in conformity to 
item. This gave us new hopes and comfort. On the 3d, 
Several of our people went out on bufinefs, Some took 
their books with them for their edification, and we exhorted 
ihem to watch over their connexions and conduft. The/ 
promifed chearfully to follow our injunctions. 

On the 15th, we heard that fame run-away negroes from 
Bcrbice had ftolen a boat at the poft and made off. They 
were immediately purfued, but in vain, for they got into the 
woods, and their purfuers foon loft, fight of them in a thick 
-wildernefs, where no Indian ever follows them. It is faid, 
there are feveral lurking about that place, and we cannot 
tut wifli, that they may be mfcovetftd, and fent back to the 
plantations, that we may not witnefs a cataftrophe fimilar 
to that at Sharon and Pilgerhuth.* We are providentially 
fecured* from an immediate attack by the river Corentyn, 
which is be/e as broad at the Surinam at Paramaribo, an<| 
cannot well be crofled by fwimming. Oujr Indians were 
much engaged during this month in gathering Hora-nuts. 
which they fell. This harvefc is alfo ufcfi|l for our Jioufe* 
keeping. 

On the 30th, Brother Fifcher with his wife and child fet 
out for Paramaribo in company of fifteen Indians in twa 
boats. Alter many days hard labor, being near the moulH 
<of the Surinam, a falfe alarm, as if the largeft boat was fink, 
ing, terrified the Indians fo exceedingly that they failed 
jback a great way, and fpent the night in a dreadful fitua- 
tjon. The wind was very high and the rain heavy, ?md a$ 
the waves every now and then entered the boats, and the 

* Two fettlements of the Brethren in this country, which 
were deftroyed by run-away negroes in 176s* Sec Uie Mif- 
ionary Dehne's Life, p. 393* 
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f limps were broke, they were employed all night in jbaling 
but the water. The riext day the wind was contrary, and 
the Indians were much catt down ; they dragged the boats* 
walking up to the middle in the water. Hardly a word 
was fpoken, and no ctae lighted his pipe. Added to this, 
they had not had any warm food for three days, the kitcheii 
having been thrown over-hoard in the fright.' July i6th^ 
after midnight brother Fifcher's family were irdufed by the 
loud congratulations of the Indians, who perceived by the 
depth of the water, that they had got into the Surinam; 
Their pipes were lighted in an inftant and they rowed with 
fuch alacrity; that they reached Paramaribo the next day* 
Nothing particular happened On their fetUrri. 

Auguft 7th, a council Was held, with a view to put fome 
late refolutioiis into execution; In the morning of the 8th 
Ihe Brethren Fifcher and Loefche went with all ttie people 
into the wood near Hoop, about half a mile eaft of the 
dwellings^ to make a large opening to procure a free accefs 
for the healthy fea breezes to our fettlement; We all fell 
to work; arid after cleariiig away the underwood and thickets, 
ihe ttees were cut down 2nd the Indians finifhed their fliard 
bf work in about a fortnight,- in parties headed by Michael, 
Leonhard, Jon&s arid llerrmah; Now we (hall fet the whole* 
Intel of land on fire, and after it has burnt about fix weeks* 
it Will be portioned out to the workmen for ptentatlbns^ 
"vVe Were very glad to have finlflied this bufiriefs, and cori- 
fedently hope, that the cultivation of the cla^ ground here 
will anfwer iri tirne ; lior Will we be Weary of fpeaking, ex- § 
honing, and exercifirig all poflible patience. Fot though 
the Indians are very (low ih making expeririients of riew 
things, yet we now fee forhe progrefs, and have great caufe 
to thank our Savior, that he has laid hii blelfing upon an 
undertaking begun in reliance upon his help, aad not upront 
our own ftrerigth arid powers of perfuafion. Four or five 
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years agp none of us could have hoped to fee lb much a£- 
fefted. 

Auguft 13th, twenty -two* Indian Brethren and Sifter* 
partook with ire of the Holy Cbmmuniuir. Sifter Fifcher 
could not be prefent, being feized with an inflammatory 
Bilious complaint in fo violent a degree, that file was quite 
delirious. In the night betweeirthe *7th aad 18th a] 1* hopes 
of he± recovery vanifhed. We aflembleJ around her bed. 
with many of our Indians,, and after Tinging fome verfes- 
treating of the happy departure of believer* into eternal jojv 
waited to fee the event. At midnight,, when every fymptom 
feemed to announce immediate diffolbtion-,. her eyes Being 
fixed, and. her whole body cal&aniraotionlefs^toour great 
aftonifliment a fuddei* change took place.. Her pulfe re- 
turned, her Upland eyes beganto move, and Ihe began firft 
to fwallow a little liquid honey, by degrees to utter a found,, 
and in a few hours became quite fenfiblc. The joy we and 
our Indians felt was paft defcription, and we joined in loud, 
thanks and praifes to the Lord for his mercy in reftoring 
Tier.. However, till the middle of September doubtful fymp- 
toms continued to appear,, and no phyfician being at hand, 
her huft>and v jroceeded upon TifTot's plan;, attending her 
night antfday, and trufting. to- our Savior^, the true phyfician 
of foul and body... On,the 24th flie was fefely delivered of 
a daughter, which was called Louife Fredferica in,bapti&n. 
According to notice polled up* at our chapel door,, our 
people began a colleftion of crab-oil for the ufe of the 
chapel lamps. Each family c< ntributed about a quart. 

September 34, a herd of wild boars pafled by our fettle- 
jnent and the Indians got above twenty of them. More 
fiich herds paffed -during-the dry feafon. The 9th,. a large 
boat arrived with a numerous party of Caribbs, returning^ 
from the Sarameca river. When the Miflionaries preached 
!• them, their captain Hepped forward and faid, •• All you- 
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** have now faid is untrue, for when I am once dead, % 
•" (hall never rife again. This we may know by the hearts 
|4i and fkhes, when -we have once eaten them, they never 
•" more can become what 4hey were once in the world." 
Thus they fhut their hearts and ears againft the GoTpel. On 
the 10th wefpoke with all .our communicants to our fatis- 
4a£Horv Son\e baptized came likewife to fee us. Con- 
jad (Biakullikoama) faid: " When .1 was informed in 
*' my lafl: illness that chriftians fly for help to God 
* 4 and not to Sorcerers, 1 thought; 1 am a poor na- 
*' vice, .and now I will try for the Brft time in my life, to 
•*• get well, not by the help of a Sorcerer, but by prayer to 
i " Go4, $nd he heard and helped me." To the Holy Com- 
munion we had the pleafure to re-admit Rachel, of whom 
mention is made above (p. 367) Sifter Fifcher was prefent 
Cor the firfl time after her illnefs. Qn the • 4th Brother 
Loefche fet out for Paramaribo with twenty of our Indians 
$n three boats, one of which was built here for the Miffion 
£t Sommelfdyk, and carried rafters and fh ingles for the ufe 
pf our Brethren tl*ere. On, the 2©th a captain of the 
Caribbs pafled by our town, coming from Eflequebo, He 
woreafilver breaft- plate with a medal fufpended from it, 
and had likewife a paflport from Government fliowing his 
jrank. On hearing the Gofpel and the account of our 
i-ord's incarnation, fufferings., and death for our redemption, 
|ie looked very ferious^ and alked many queftions, but ex- 
pufed himfelf, that on account of the great diftance of his 
dwelling pjace, he could ma|fe no ufe of the means of falva-. 
tion now offered unto, him^ whicji however he considered 
3« important. 

On. the 2 3d, Brother Fifcher went with- many of our In- 
dians to the other fide of the river to prepare a plantation* 
for the father of one of our new people called Aruwa^ who, 
purpofes to move thither from the Mepenna to be nearer 
his fon< He cannot refolve to live at Hogp> lpving ftili 
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£he way$ of the heathen. It is worthy of remark, that fince 
pur baptised Indians have moved hither from the Mepenna 
^lmoft all jthe heathen Indians have quitted that part of the 
country, which was formerly the mqfl: populous. Some 
live only four or five Englifh miles from Hoop, but yet 
will not take advantage of their fituatjon fq come and hear 
the Gofpcl, 

On the s6fh \yfe received letters and accounts from Para- 
maribo, and with them a deed fjgned by the Governqr, aI T 
lowing our Indians tp prepare all kind of timber for build r 
ing, and to conyey it for fale tp the colony at Berbice. Our 
people }iaye fome time ago begun to make a kind of ha*s of 
£he leaves of the Coroq, a fpecies of palm, much refembling 
the flraw hats in Europe. The men and boys wear them 
here, and fome are made with great neatnefs and ingenuity t 
They fell them to the heathen Indians and negroes as faft 
as tljey can finifh them : the white people alfo find then} 
very ufeful arid pay from twenty tp thirty pence for them. 
We European Brethren have likewife found them much 
lighter, cpoler f and flronger in wear than the common bats, 
which, bad as they are, coft us feven florins a-piece. 
Prober ljt, we had a pleafing letter from the mate of a 
Dutch fliip, who \* awakened and attends, the pr^achifig of 
the Brethren at Amfterdam. On the 13th the fmall boat 
which had accompanied Brother Loefche returned, and re r 
ported that their paflage to Paramaribo had been attended 
with the greateft difficulty and danger. On the 15th we 
began again to fpeak with each qf our people. Michael 
faid, that he had entertained fome idea of leaving this place, 
pn account of the continual ill health of his. children, but that 
he had lately refolved that he would remain with the people 
pf God in life and death, to whom he committed himfelf and 
his family in all circumftances. Brother Fifcher having 
fcimfelf a child dangeroufly ill, could fpeak with him from 
experience, 
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/experience, and both wept together. All our Indians who 
were at Paramaribo, were filled with gratitude for the kind- 
fiefs fhewn them by our Brethren there. We partook of 
the Sacrament on the 19th in a very blefled manner. On 
the 27th Brother Fifcher went on bufinefc to the poll, where 
fome of the white people entered into a ufeful converfation 
with him concerning the labors of the Brethren among the 
heathen. The occafion of it w.as their having read the 
hiftory of the, Miffion among the North American Indians. 
One of them, who had been a bitter enemy, and had the 
book lying before him, declared himfelf aftonimed at the 
patience of the Millionaires, and faid; how ought we to 
be afhamed of ourfelves, and how great will our condemna- 
tion be ; who have heard, but refufed the Gofpel, and now 
when we tell the heathen to forfake all their wicked deeds, 
jthey juftly anfwer, '* Firft forfake yours, and then we will 
try to reform ourfelves/' Thefe people alfo inquired, 
whether we would not accept the invitation often given, to 
renew the Million at Berbice, as there are a great number of 
Arawaks % Wakkaways and Caribbs living at a place not far 
from our late fettlement at Pilgerhuth. On the 29th we 
bad the pleafure to fee Brother. Loefche return from Para. 
maribo, He brought letters, accounts, and provifions with 
him, alfo fome books lately printed by our Brethren aad 
the Text book for 1794. 

November 3d, we made a new regulation refpe&ing the 
meetings of the congregation. The communicants, bap 7 
tized but not yet communicants, and the candidates for 
baptifm, will now have their particular meetings as in 
pther Millions. 

Our Indians having now finilhed a large quantity of 
ftingles and other building materials, Brother Fifcher went 
with a party of them to Berbice to endeavour to fell them* 
The aim of the journey was fully obtained and the Indians 

got 
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got orders for more. During .tficir ftay at Berbice, Brother 
fifcher paid.fliort v.ifits.tQ all the .plantations as far as Fort 
fclaffau,. Both the governor and .other gentlemen in powej 
received him kindly, and he had much .ufeful converlatioa 
with them concerning the Miflion. The Jndian Gottlob 
who accompanied him was defired'by a gentleman to write 
fomething, upon which "he wrote a -^hole folio page of 
-rerfes in «rje Arawack language without .copy. He then, 
at the requeft of the company, fang the vcrfes he had wrk r 
fen, and the gentleman iniUJteJ on fencing tlje yrk'mg i* 
Holland as a curiofity. 

On the 23d we had die grief to he obliged to exclude 
Ibme of our people from the Sacrament, becaufe they had 
been prefent at a heathen dance, and though they did not 
join, yet they fliewed their fatisfa&iou as fpe&atqrs. 0^ 
4he 25th our Indians conveyed a quantity of boards to Ber, 
trice for fale under the Infpe&ion of Brother Loefche. 
• December 1 ft, being Advent Sunday, our children fang the 
anthem, Ecfanna % hleffed is he that comes in the name of the 
Lord, very ,chearfully ana 4 melodioufly. They had learnt 
it in the foregoing days, and tl$e whole cpn^regation \ya* 
delighted and edified by it. 

About this time forne of our Indians came to us to bor- 
tow fails. We told them that lending was profitable nei- 
ther for us nor them, and that we had therefore refolved t(| 
ido it no more ; for as they had now fo getod an opportunity 
of earning fomething to procure fiich articles, it would be 
mnch better they worked diligently and fpent their earnings 
lor ufeful things. They took this exhortation very kindly, 
.and, for Indians, worked with remarkable perfeverance. We 
*ie delighted when we fee all our people ufefully em- 
ployed. Thus one day fifteen brethren were preparing ma* 
jterials for building: almoft all the Sifters were planting: 
fhrt were repairing the roofc t four w ( ere planting Indian corn 
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In our garden, three girls were' making hammocks of.&afv 
and Bernhard and Gottlob were copying fome tranflated* 
texts and hymns. In vifirihg the carpenters,, -we fount? 
them difcourfmg upon our Savior's* having, when, on' earthy 
worked at that trade, which gave us great pleafure: 

About this time We had much trouble to-diffuade a family 
refiding here from taking a liwig and unneceflary journey j, 
for we know what detriment has accrued to the Million* 
from this roviiig fpirk. At length they fubmkted to ftay. 
and* we gave the man enough t<y do in cutting wood. He' 
came afterwards to thank us, for his earnings had putchacfecl* ' 
him a good fowling-piece. On the 22d Renata was bap- 
tized?, and Tobit a boy, received into* the c6ngregation»* 
On Ohriftmas- Eve, and in gfeneral during the holidays, our 
eh&pel was welf filled.* Some Warau Indians, whom* Leon- 
hard had hired to work at hishoufe; were con ftant hearers. 

In thefe daysr our negroe Gottfried brought home thd head' 
•f a monftrous fnake, which he had killed in the rivers 
Thefe fnakes have fometime* attacked and devoured grown 
perfons. Some years ago Leonhard. was. attacked by one 
ef them, who fuddenly twilled herfelf round his body, an<£ 
bit him in' the knee in* a manner 'dial has left a great fear' 
to this day^ He would inevitably have' been cruflied t*r 
death, had the fnake not entangled herfelf fo long in the 
branches of a« tree which fee happened to grafp together, 
with the Indian, that his companion cotild arrive in time to* 
feve him by cutting off the monfter's head.* On ttfe 3*ft a 
heathen, wha is an enemy to the Gofpel and our people,, 
oame to fetch his-wife away.- She had^fegen here a onfider- 

• The fnake the Miflionary Dehne mentions as 'Kavirg, 
attacked him in his hut on the Corentyn, was^ probably on* 
ef the fane kind, not venomous in her bitfe, but deftroyiogf 
lier prey by twifting round it* body, Ac, p. ^.27* 

able, 
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ablef time, attending the meetings, and wouM willingly have 
Kved here, if her hufband had permitted her; When Leon* 
hard inquired the reafotf of his* opposing it f he anfwered : 
"lama wicked man and do not furt the inhabitants of 
*' Hoop. That," replied Leonhard, " is a vague excufe in- 
" dead, for if you conlefled yourfelf to be a wicked man; 
V from a real fenfe of it, and wifhed to be delivered from 
" your wickednefs, you would gladly come and live here, 
44 For to fave fuch wicked and undone frnners, that Savior 
•• who is here preached,' came into the world; I am a 
•* wicked man by nature; but my moft fervent wifh rs, to 
•• be made good by our Savior" In the evening we made 
a folemn eotfclufum of the year, wfth prayer, praife; arrd 
thankfgiving, and our Lord's prefence comforted us and 
and filled us with hope and joy. In this year eight adults 
and two children were baptized here,: and feven received 
into the congregation. We have now twenty-four houfes* 
in our fettlement which are inhabited by one hundred an<^ 
fifty-one perfons. One hundred Baptized live yet in the 
woods, and we hardly expeS above a third part of them ttf 
come to live here* , 

After the evening meeting on the ill of January, ijg^y 
our people entered into a (dealing converfation with us con- 
cerning our Savior's having lain in a manger. Lazarus 
faid : " My Creator humbled himfelf to lie upon the hard 
** wood, and I poor creature lie comfortably in my bafs 
■*' hammock: how great mull be his love to me!" After 
all were gone home, we heard the found of fmging in Bern- 
hard's houfe, and on going to liften, heard a company of 
boys and children finging Chriftmas hymns with great de- 
votion, Bernhard teaching them the tune. On the 5th af 
man and his wife from Berbice came hither. He ftatd with 
our negroe Gottfried \]U paft midnight, and Gottfried 
preached the Gofpel to him with great earns ft nefs. 

Brother 
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Brother Fifcher over-heard him with pleafure, but as the 
man' told Gottfried, that the 'principal reafon of his quitting 
Berbice, was that he had heard of a deep-laid plot of the ne- 
groes there, and was afraid of his life, we thought proper 
to inform the Governor of it. On the 6th, being Epiphany, 
an Indian was baptized and called Melchior. Our Savior's 
prefence was felt by us all, during the celebration of this fef- 
tival. In the following days our Indians went into their 
plantations, chiefly to endeavor to deftroy a fpecies of very 
large ants, which do immenfe damage to the fruit. We, 
fent our Gottfried with four young Indians to examine the 
banks of the Kaballebu river, four days* journey' from hence, 
to find good t;mber. They returned in thirteen days, and 
reported that there was a great quantity of it. Our people 
have received confidefable orders for wood of all kinds, 
and God bfeflefc the work of their hands. On the 23d, ' 
many ArawacEs arrived here, among whom wasaSpanifh 
Arawack, baptifed by the Roman Catholics, and called 
Martin, He was, a native of the ifland Trinidad, and had 
been an overfeer of the Chriftian Arawacks at St. Michael 
on the river Orbaoko; But though he lived there in 
plenty, he preferred running wild and tiaked in the woods, 
and quitted his poft, leaving* His wife and children behind 
him. By Ms language we eould not find that there is the 
leaft difference in \\ior diafefifc of the Spanifti and Dutch 
Arawacks, but the former fpeak Spanifti fluently. He 
would not viflt lis, but Brother Fifcher went £0 him and 
concerted much with huso. He wa^ indeed baptized, hpt 
not converted, and (hewed even enmity to the word of 
God. On the 39th, an heathen* called Uffaliku, arrived 
beretovifit his daughter Renateu Leonhajcd fpoke mudi 
with him, and he Itemed inclined to hear, and believe the 
Goipek ) 
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We i •■■muni ourfcWe*, Dear Brethren, to yom faithful 
remembrance and prayer*, and remain in the bonds of true 
brotherly love, your afie&ionate Brethren, ferving the NJif- 
fern H Hoop pfi the Corentyn, 

J. J. FrSCHER, 

m. loesche. 
Frederic Voigtle. 



N. B. Enquiry having been made of late by feveral 
friend* to the MifUpns concerning the various attempts 
made in former years by the Brethren to bring the Gofpel 
to different nations, and the infertion pf an account of fuch 
attempts in this work being recommended, the following 
ri^rrative, chiefly extrafted from the Diaries and Letters of 
Brother C. F T W ? Hokker, U here communicated, con r 
gaining, 

An ACCOUNT of the ATTEMPT 

MADE BY THE 

Brethren Hoc*er agd Ruefffr, in the Year? 
1747 and 17489 

$y CoTfuklfiom of the Synod of the Brethren's Church wut 
at Zeyft iff Holland, to vifit the Gebri, or Gaures, ajjp 

Perfia: 

AS early as* the year 1 739, the Bre thr en weoe lied to con* 
Oder the practicability pf fending MiJfioaaries to tbm 
Gebri, or Gaures, in Perfia, on the borders of Hindofla** 

£euer$Iljr 
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generally reputed to be the poflerity of the Magi, of WiiW 
Men from the Eaft, who were the firft heathen to whont 
the good news of the birth of our Savior was miraculoufly 
made known. Matthew c. iu However, from various 
c?tufes, nothing was effeftually done till in* the? year 1746* 
when two Brethren, Chriftiart Frederic William Hokker, 
a Phyfician, and J. Rueffer, a Surgeon, were appointed to 
go to Perfia, and endeavor to gain fuch intelligence, . at 
might enable them to find entrance among the Gaures, 
and ferve them with the Gofpel : for in thofe countries, 
no foreigners find their maintenance better than thofe who 
make profeffion of phyfic. They travelled in the fpring of 
the year 1747* through Switzerland and Italy to Leghorn, 
and from thence to Alexandretta in Syria. Thfc Diary of 
their travels to this place, though interefting in itfelf, anrf 
containing admirable proofs of their devotednefs of heart to 
our Savior and humble reliance upon* him, to which the fol- 
lowing Extraft bears fo edifying a teftimony, would have 
fwelled this account to too great a fize, and has therefor* 
with fome interefting accounts of towns and perfons, and 
the Diary of their return to Europe, been omitted. Of the 
Gaures an extenfive Account may be found in Various h& 
torical publications. 



Aleppo, Jfuguft 13, 1747. 

Ty Y my letter of July 1ft, you have already been informed 
•**-* of our fafe arrival at Alexandre^ after 2 very pleafant 
voyage from Leghorn. By the gracious providence of our 
heavenly Father, we immediately found an opportunity of 
proceeding on our journey hither. We confidcr it as a 
peculiar mercy, that we were able to leave Alexandretta (o 
fbon, the place being extremely unhealthy from May to 
D d d a . September* 
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September, both for natives and foreigners, but efpecially 
for new-comers. The heat of the fun*$n the day time is fo 
exceffive, that unlefs the head is well fecured, by a four- 
fold paper under the hat, a burning fever is unavoidable, 
and in the night, the vapours arifing from the many ditches 
andmarfhes furrounding the town, are fo thick and offenfive, 
as nearly to flop one's breath. A new-comer, who fleeps 
but one night on fliore, is almoft fare to get a very bad 
ague, which one of our fellow travellers, who ftaid there a 
week after us, experienced to fuch a degree, that he was 
very near death- We were therefore extremely thankful, 
unexpeftedly to find horfes ready to convey us to Aleppo, 
As foon as I fet my foot on (hore in Afia, my mind was 
filled with the refie&ion, thfrt it was in this Country 
where my Savior appeared in the world as a man, and after 
a fuffering life, became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the Crofs, to deliver the whole world, and me alfo, a 
finful creature, from fin and damnation* I felt difpofed to 
fall down and worihip my crucified Lord, for fuch proofs of 
his divine love towards rebellious finners, and to devute my 
all unto his fervice. The only perfon we vifited in Alex- 
andretta, was Mr. Trumraer, the Englilh Vice Conful, to 
whom we were recommended by Mr. Wackman, in Cyprus. 
He is a very civil and fenfible man, and exprefled his for- 
row that the (hortnefs of our (lay prevented him from ren- 
dering us more fervices. July ill, foon after fun fet we 
left Alexandretta, attended by two Turks, in company with 
Mr. Coen, a Jew merchant, who came with us from Leg- 
horn. Having croffed the hills, we came into a fine clear 
air, and about one in the morning of the 2d, arrived at 
iJaylam, a charming fpot, where the Englilh and French 
Confuls refide during fummer. We ftaid to-day at Cane* 
malcuh, on account of the exceffive heat. This place re- 
minded me of fome of our fettlements. tt is a fquare of fmall 

and 
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and neat houfes, and in the middle is a Mofque. The Turkt 
behaved very well to us; only they are fometimes too fami- 
liar and exj>e& you to treat them at every meal. We left 
Canemalcuh at five in the afternoon, and having got up the 
hill, rode through a very fruitful, but uncultivated plain, 
and arrived about one in the morning of the gd* at Antioch, 
on thp river Orontes. Of its former fplendor little or no- 
thing is feen, except fome old walls* We flept here in the 
Kane, or Inn, and fpent the whole day till five in the after- 
noon in this place. Having travelled for fqme hours, we 
jelled a few hours in, the open air, and July 4th, early, ar- 
rived at Maleren, or Heren, where there are very copfider- 
'able ruins. There is a fine running ftream in this place, 
and alfo a great number of gardens, as at Antioch. Wei 
did not ftay in the town, but fat down under a large nut tree* 
where we were joined by two Turkifh merchants who went 
with us to Aleppo. Early in the evening wfc croffed a de* 
fart, reputed to be very unfafe, and lay again in the opeti 
air. The 5th, early* we came as far as the beginning of* 
that defart which reaches quite to Aleppo, where neither 
water nor any thing elfe is to* be met with, and about three 
in the afternoon, after a journey of feven hours, arrived 
fafe at Aleppo. Mr.. Luring, a Hamburgh merchant, fliowed 
us here great civilities, and provided us with money and 
lodgings. As foon as We were alone, we kneeled down 
and thankedfour Savior for having conducted us fafe thu* 
far, and commended ourfelves to his grace and future lead- 
ing. On the 6th, we paid vifits to Mr. Dauphine, the 
French Vice Conful, and Mr. Arthur Pollard the Eng- 
lift Conful ; for it is the cuftom for every freeman, who 
comes to the town, to vifu both, and then to put himfelf 
under the protection of one of them. We put ourfelves 
under the Englifh Conful, who treated us with great kind- 
nefs during the whole of our ftay at Aleppo* Every Sun- 
day 
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day lie invited us to the Englifh Chapel, and to dinner, 
and promifed to give lis recommendatory letters to Ifpaham 
but afterwards waved it, as he fuppofed there Was no Eng* 
liftman refiding any more in that diftra&ed country. We 
fliall therefore go thither without recommendation, trail- 
ing that the Lord himfelf will go before us* We received 
in the following days hlany vifits frfcm various pfcrfons, who 
all kindly difluaxted us from venturing to go to Ifpahan, re- 
prefenting into what a ftate of mifery and want the cruel- 
ties of Kouli Khan had plunged that country, and how he 
had caufed Jews and Armenians to be burnt alive, becaufe 
they would not give him money enough* But though this 
(hould be true, as it certainly was well authenticated, yet 
I do not think it will be of any detriment to our plan, which 
indeed is unkriowri to our friends. As we underftood that 
we mull wait two or three months for the Caravan, we 
(hould have been very glad to employ our time in 
learning the Perfian language, but we could not meet with 
one perfon, during our feven weeks abode here, who f]>oke 
Perfian, and therefore, that we might not be idle, we began 
July 8th, to learn Arabic, and in fix weeks have made fo 
much progrefs that I can underftand and fpeak any thing 
required for common life. My matter is a Mel chile; his 
name is Peter Simonetti, a man exceedingly ftupid in re- 
ligious matters, and fo are almoft all the Chriftians here. 
There are four denominations at Aleppo. The Mel- 
inites, or Sorians, and the Maronkes both acknowled- 
ing the Pope to be the Head of the Church ; the Greeks 
and Armenians. The Chriftians are the fmalleft portion of 
the inhabitants, have their churches in the fuburbs, and are 
all as dead as ftones, like the Jews, of whom there are a 
great many. They feem to know of none but temporal wants* 
1 have fometimes fpoken with our preceptor about fpiritual 
matters, but was aftoniflied to fee how ignorant aad blind 
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he was. The language fpoken here, and in all the jcountry 
as far a* Bagdad and Baflora, is the Arabic; and the Ma- 
ronites, who arc in the clofeft connexion with the Roman 
Catholic Church, preach in Arabic. I once attended their 
place of worihip and could take in the meaning of the fef* 
mon pretty well. It was quite in the ftyle of the Monks* 
They are diligently attended by the Roman Catholic Mif* 
'fionaries, the Carmelites, Capuchins and Jefuits. The other 
fefts pnly read Mafs, but in a language not underftood by 
the hearers. The Miffionaries were accufed by the Englifli 
Conful of being the caufe of much difcord among the 
Chriftians, 

We received many favors from the Englifh Phyficim 
and Chaplain. Both they and the Conful did all in theif 
power to prevail upon us to fet afide all thoughts of going 
to Perfia, and encoraged us to praftice at Aleppo, wher4 
we could immediately have full employ. But the queftiotf 
with us is not whether we might gain a comfortable living 
here, but whether we can do any thing for our Savior and 
his caufe, and for that indeed there k at prefent no pre* 
fpea. 

We both had an attack of the ufual feafoning diforders. 
Brother Rueffer got a fever on the 12th and i3th,andI,atrou- 
blefome breaking-out over my whole body* We ufed littta 
phyfic, and it p leafed the Lord foon to re ft ore us. The fu~ 
perior of the Capuchins, a venerable looking grey-headed 
man, came once to confult jne about his health, and made 
me a prefent of a Turkifli DifHonary. On the 18th, a 
caravan of a few hundred camels arrived from Baffora. 
Sometimes these are fqme thoufands in one caravan. Oa 
the 27th of July, being my birth day, we partook of the 
Holy Sacrament, and were truly refreshed and comforted by 
the fwcet prefence of our Lord an'4 Savior. We fpent 
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forae time every evening upon the terrace, or flat roof of 
our houfe, in fmging and praying, and the Lord was with us. 

On the 31ft, I became acquainted with an Armenian 
merchant, lately arrived from Venice, who can fpeak a 
little Dutch. He Hkewife ufed his utmoft endeavors to 
prevail upon us not to go to Perfia; and indeed, to hear 
fo much againft the country we are going to, is difagreeable 
enough, and might fill our minds with anxious thoughts, 
but whenever we lay the matter before the Lord in prayer, 
we feel our fears vanifh, and our confidence in Him makes 
us poor weak Iheep, as bold as lions. We therefore keep 
our Commifiion in view, and if ten Kouli Khans were to 
rife up, they couid not hinder that work, fmall or great t 
which our Lord may mean to do by us. On this very day 
we felt fuch an a durance, that He would go with us, that 
in my life I never remember to have been filled with fuch 
joy and comfort in believing. We dined once with a Mr, 
Shaw, an Englifh merchant, fixteen Englifhmen bejng in 
company. They are a fooiable,' friendly ancj upright fet of 
people, ready to (hew-us all kmdneft. I was afked by fome 
of them, whether I had any defire to fee Jerufalenu 1 2nW 
fwered, that if I had leifure and could afford it, I' fhould. 
feel the greateft fotisfaftion in feeing that place, where the 
Creator of all things, in comparifon of whoir^ the moft 
mighty among men are miferable worms, fubmitted to be 
tormented and crucified. I took this opportunity of fpeak- 
ing a few words upon the fubjeft, amj.was liftened to with, 
deep filence. 

Auguft the 10th, the captain of the caravan came to in-. 
form us, that he fhould fet off in ten days. We heard again 
much of the inhuman cruelties committed by Thomas Kouli, 
Khan, at Ifpahan, and in the Province of Kerman, the land 
of the Gaures, wlpch indeed {hock human nature. But the 
„' a . text 
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text of the day 'was a fweet cordial : Thoujhedt beftir thy/elf 
far thenjkall the Lord go out before thee. 2 Sam. v. 24* 

Auguft 21 ft, Bililius, a Jew merchant, agreed for us 
with the captain of the caravan for two camels; but we 
'* were obliged to provide ourfelves with a great deal of fur* 
niture, fucb as pots, difhes, &c. cloaths and bear fkins: 
befides vj&uals, which confift chiefly of rice, coffee, bif» 
cuits and butter. Auguft £3d, we were informed, that 
stcxt Monday morning early the caravan would fet out, 
and I am now jBtting up, being two o'clock in the mora- 
ing, to finHb this Letter. You will therefore excufe my 
adding much more. The Englifh Conful behaved in the 
moft cordial manner at parting, hoped we would foou return 
and prqmifed us his belt fervices. 

I can fay, that J have had a happy time at Aleppo. I am 
a poojr, unworthy creature, but my Savior is my joy and 
treafure. In him I live and have all I want. And I thanfc 
bira for having numbered me with his people, whom I can 
love as brethren. They are my deareft and n eared rela- 
tions. Oh when (hall we hear fomething from our congre- 
gations! Salute all our Brethren and Sifters and entreat 
them to think often on us, and pray for us* We re* 
main, &c. Your faithful Brethren* 

C. Fred. Wm» Ho&ker. 
J. Rueffeju 

Ifpahan, March %o t 1748. 

AUGUST &4*h, 1747, our caravan, which confiile^ 
of about 1500 camels, having already proceeded a 
day's journey from Aleppo into the defort* and there en. 
camped by a well, no one being left behind but our Sheik, 
4>jr camel driver, we this morning mounted our camels f 

feft having 
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fiaving commanded ourfelyes in prayer unto God pup 
Savior, and came up with the caravan about fun-fet. J 
had recommendations from fome Englilh Gentlemen to th^ 
Englifh Cpnfui, Mr. Grindon, at Baffora, .for fince vc 
heard fo majiy frightful accounts from Perfia, how Shach 
Nadir had plundered lfpahan and Kerman, and behaved 
fo inhumanly in the latter place, that he erefted three 
pyramids of men's heads, ajid that all the country was in a 
Hate of rebellion, I for my part was rather inclined to go to 
Baffora, and there to wait and fee what turn affairs would 
take in Perfia. But Brother Rueffer was more courageous, 
and propofedto gp to Bagdad, to. which I confented, yet with 
that provifo, that if we found no fafe opportunity to go from 
Bagdad to Perfia, we mould go along the Tigris to Baffora, 
fmd ftay there for fome time. Auguft 25th, all the chief 
people in the caravan were affembled by the Mirza, to con- 
sult about our future journey, and our Jew, who had made 
the bargain fqr us, as related in my former letter, returned 
to Aleppo, having recommended us to his fervant, Abra- 
ham Conu, an 4fi at * c J^ w » who went to Bagdad. Auguft 
26th, very early, we proceeded. We found travelling 
on camels very commodious, and journeyed till noon, 
over a country full of fait fp rings, when we baited for one 
hour andinade fome coffee, wljich was our common din. 
ner all through the defart. We then purfued our journey 
till fun-fet, and refted till a little after midnight, or before, 
fun»rife, when we were called up to proceed Thus we 
travelled from day to day. Our topper was hard-boiled rice 
with melted butter, an unfavory difli, but hunger being the 
beft cook, we thought it delicious. It is the common fc»<>d 
of the gentlefolks in Perfia. Our drink was muddy and (link- 
ing water, which we were obliged to (train through a cloth, 
fcefore we could ufe it. (Brother Hokker then proceeds to 
give a fpecial account of the mode of travelling with cara- 
vans through the Eafter'n countries.) 
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September 6th, we reached Cowis, a place inhabited by 
Arabs, and the refidence of a Turkifli Officer. Palm-treei 
grow here in abundance! Here the caravans going to Saf* 
fora and Bagdad generally feparate, but. we were difap- 
pointed in our fcheme, for the whole caravan proceeded 
from hence to Ba flora, and we had no other means left of 
getting to Bagdad, but by joining four Jews who were go- 
ing along the Euphrates to a place within a day's journey 
bf Bagdad, and mean while lodging with them at Cowis. 
The Arats, though in general a thievifh, loofe fort of peo- 
ple, are here much more humane and affable than the Turks, 
and behave with faithfulnefs and honefty to all who truft 
themlelves to tnem. They live very hard and are thankful 
for any Woken viftuals you give them. They are all" 
Mahometans and very punftual in repeating their prayers 
three times a day. l*he dialed here varies fo much frorii 
-that fpokeri at Aleppo, that the Baflbra people can hardly 
iinderftand the Arabic of Aleppo. Tne Arabs, here hate 
the Turks moft cdrdially ? on account of their impofition* 
and opprfcflive cohdu&; the latter are alfo aware, that if the 
Arati Chiefs were harmonious, they might eafily (hake off 
iheir yoke* and therefore ftrive by all means to foment dif- 
cord among ft them. We would gladly have refted fome 
time at Cowis, for we were greatly fatigued on our arrival 
there, but found it impbflible; for at that time the Rama- 
flan, or Lent, of the Mahometans had begun, when they 
neither eat, drink, nor fmoke tobacco in the day-time^ 
but after fun- fet gormandize fo much the more, and we 
were consequently prevented from getting much deep. 

September gth, we fet out early in the morning, mounted 
upon afles, to find a place upon the Euphrates, tfiree houra 
jou ney from Cowis, where one may embark either for 
Baflbra 6r Bagdad. We took a convoy on account of a fet 
of robbers in thfe wildernefs, called Ofgoons,* who rove 
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about this place, and arrived fafe in the forenQom ft is * 
poor place on a hill, inhabited by Arabs and Jews, but the* 
remains of two ftately bridges over the Euphrates {how,, 
that, in former times, it ranft have been of great importance 
Travellers are here greatly hnpofed upon by the- Turkifl* 
Officers, for they farm the place from the Bafliaw of Bag- 
dad, who of courfe winks at their irregularities.^ Having, 
hired a boat,, we fet out with the abovementioned four Jews- 
September ioth r we were exceedingly epprefled by the- 
heat, and faw men and beads' Handing, up to the neck in the 
water to cool themfelves^ The fiiores of this river, as far 
as we have feea them, are very high,, overgrown witk 
bufhe?,, and the land fruitful. September 1 ith, we arrived 
at noon at Maktab* where there is a bridge of boats for the 
.nfe of the caravan, and from whence we had a day's or 
night's journey by land to Bagdad. We met here a caravarr 
going to Damafcus and a Portuguefe gentleman, Don Al- 
berto de Quadros, who (howedus much civility. Not being- 
able to procure either horfes or afles, we rode upon cows^ 
which brought us &£e ta our Hation near Bagdad in the- 
evening. 

September 12th, we arrived early fn a foburB of Bag- 
dad, which lies on this fide of the Tigris, and is joined to» 
the town: By a. bridge of boats. The Jews went into the 
city, promifing foon to return and conduft us to a lodging, 
but 3s they ftaid»» great while out, we were under no final t 
concern whither to go, having nb letters of recommen- 
dation to Bagdad; But Cod fa ordered it, that an Englifl* 
merchant, lately arrived, perceived our fituation, and fent at 
fervant r who fpoke Englifh and. French, to conduft us into 
the houfe of the Carmelites, which fa the common Inn of 
all Franks. They have a pretty houfe aad chapel, in thfe 
poffeffion of a bifhop and three fathers, who received us 
very civilly* We alfo foon got other friend*, and thanke* 
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fie Lord for all his mercy and gbodnefs, which we have 
thus farexperiehced. Having heard here that Schach Nadir r * 
throne was again fitted, and that a caravan of upwards of 
fiooo Pferfiam was going to Shermanchaif, we refolvedto go» 
with ihem, and the fathers procured the neceffary articles 
for our journey and an Armenian fervant, to* afliff US' 
in the language. Chriftiamty is here at a Tow ebb in- 
deed. The Roman Catholics hardly ever gain a profefyte* 
The Armenians and Neftorians are fherr enemies, and ootfi 
tinually at variance with each other r whife the Bafliaw 1>v 
turns, favors that moft from which he can extort the mofli 
money. There are alto a good many Jews here. 

September 14th, in the evening we fet out, and after 
travelling alf night, came in* the morning to a river, which 
the whole caravan was etoiigedto croft, a*d it was evening 
leforfc it came ta our turn. September j6th, we encamped 
at Shanaque, a large village en a fine river r and the laft 
Turkish place on the borders of Perfia, Here we were de*. 
tained ten days in col left in g a prefent for the Bafhaw. Other 
officers came alfo with fitnilar demands* September 29th,. 
We reached the confines of Pferfia y from whence, as fat a» 
Ifpahan, we paffed over a hilly country. The vallie* are 
fruitful r but inhabited by a miferable-tooking fet of peopfc* 
Oftober itt y we reached Shermanchan. The houfes are 
"built of lime and mud, and-many had been wafted down by 
the heavy rams laft fpring \ however the bazers, or market^ 
were well fapplied awl provi-fions were reasonable.. The 
people about Shermanchan are the Guides, a thkvifli race, 
ifrom hence we had fifteen days journey to Mpahan, but a* 
the Governor of this place gave the caravan notice, that a 
numerous gang of robbers infefted the road, we ftaid here 
twenty days r ^and by the help of our Armenian fervant, 
provided ourfdves with all necefiaries for the journey. 
1 Was* once called to the Governor, who wouM have we 
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feftdre his fight, Schach Nadir having caufed Wis eyes t£ 
be pief ced. 1 replied, that God only could do fuch a mi- 
tacle and give him new eyes, upon which he difmiffed me 
in peace. We might have found much employ as medical 
men at Shermanchan, if we had under (lood the Perfian lan- 
guage, or at leaft the Turjufli, which is fpoken as much irf 
this country as French is in Germany; Among other pa- 
tients; who applied to Brother Rueffer in furgical cafes, 
was a.inan fr&m Ifpahan, Shach Ali Beg, who was cured, and 
out of gratitude bought two affes; to take us with him 
to Ifpahan; 0£lober 21ft, the caravan fet out, and as 
many of the people* were well mounted and armed, we 
without any further confideration refolved to go with them. 
The caravan confifted of between 5 and 606 fouls, and the 
Governor himfelf accompanied us one day's journey. Oflo- 
ber 22d, we enlamped in a ruined village, called Cangue- 
bar. There are many villages hereabouts in that fituation. 
Among twenty we hardly found one inhabited. In palling 
ever this traft of country our hearts were heavy, nor did 
our feelings deceive us* October 23d, we fet out before 
fun-rife, and our way lay firft over a large hill, and then' 
along the hills in a valley. Our armed men, who were bo-i 
tween fifty and fixty in number, had ftopt commodioufly in 
the valley, there to wait till the whole caravan had paffed 
over the hill. We had fcarce paffed it, before we heard a 
mod hideous cry behind us on another hill, and looking 
about, perceived a numerous band of Curdes running 
ftrait towards us. A few of them were mounted, armed 
with fabres and javelins; but mo ft were on foot, having 
javelins and clubs and but few fabres, and if our people oh 
horfeback had bad a good Chief and courage, they might 
foon have overcome them, for there were only about 200 
of this undifciplined horde. But as they all, aftef a few 
-fcot, retreated in full gallop over the hill, thofe who had only 
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Vffes or mules were left an eafy prey to the robbers. As w« 
kfcended the 'hill, Brother Rueffer and I had got off our 
aflfes, and walked with the caravan to the top. But before 
I was aware and well knew that the robbers were clofe be- 
hind us, I was pierced in the back by a javelin, and while 
I turned and lookedabout, received another ftab in my right 
fide. By the gracious providence of our Savior, they were 
both fo dire&ed, that they went again ft my ribs, and were 
thus prevented from doing me much harm. However ther lat- 
ter came with fach force, that I fell down the hill, upon which 
pne of the robbers followed me, and before I had time to rife, 
aimed a violent flroke with his fabre at my face, which cut my 
chin, but though J received a pretty large wound, yet by 
the mercy of God I did not lofe my chin, as fome of the 
caravan clid their ears: others had their fkulls fplit. As 
foon as I could rife, I fuffered him and his companions to 
take all my money and cloaths to my fliirt and breeches, 
which they did not offer to take. I expefcled from this rob- 
v ber nothing (hort of death, to which I was wholly refigned. 
As foon as he left me, I ran forward as faft as I could, 
when before I was aware, 1 received another moft violent 
ftroke in the back of my neck from a robber, who lay in 
wait for me, fo that for a time 1 loft all recolleftion, and 
fell half dead to the ground. However he took nothing 
from me but the watch left in my pocket. I then fell into 
{he hands of a third, who ftripped me of my ftockings and 
boots. A fourth now cam6 up and* robbed me of my 
breeches, yet he had the civility to leave me two pair of 
old drawers, which 1 could afterwards divide with Brother 
Rueffer, whom they had ftrippefd ftark naked. From the 
place where we weris plundered we had about fifteen Englifh 
miles to the neareft habitations, towards which each made 
the beft of his way. I could fee nothing yet of Brother 
Rueffer. Th* fun flume very hot, the earth was ftony 
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?nd I bare-foot, fo that in a ftiort time my body was as if 
coafted and my feet quite fore.; yejt tjbe hopes of arriving 
(bom at a place of fafety gave me courage, and the Lord 
ftrengthened me. On my- arrival, i met with many of my 
{elloy travellers, naked like myfelf, quite {pent with fa£i» 
gue, hunger and thirft. A Ferfiaa received me kindly 
9nd gave me a loaf of fcread and a mug of water. The Lord, 
who will not let a cap of cold j*ater given to hie people go 
unrewarded, will forety ueconxpenfe htm. My firft con* 
cern was to find my. dear Rucffer, who was as anxioufljr 
feeking me, and if the Perfians had not kept him back, 
would certainly have returned to the place where we were 
vobhed. At laft I difcovered him conning towards me, but 
for feme time did not know him, ftripppd as he wa* of Ml 
bis cloathf. We rejoiced greatly at finding each iQthep alive, 
brother Rueffer had not been wounded, for as foon a# h* 
faw them running up to h^m, brandiihing their clubs, he 
made fign? that they fhould take all, begging only for hi? 
infttument for bleeding. Thus one after the other ftrippe.4 
him, till he was left quite naked. A Perfian coming up, 
gave him a piece of cloth to bind round his waLft, and a? 
foon as I faw him I gave htm a pair ?f drawers* Shach Alj 
Beg, who took us with hjm, and another Perfian, called 
Haflen AJy JJeg, were fo good as tp fornifli him with an old 
waiftcoat and fandals, and brought us to an houfe, where, 
. as it was cold, we were glad po find a warm chamber, and 
Come bread and grapes for our Hipper. Brother Rueffer'j 
whole body was fo full of Millers and fores, occafionetf 
by the burning heat of the fun, tfcat for many nights 
he could find no reft, nor (hut his eyes for (marting 
pain. Haflen Aly Beg cared kindly for us, brought us 
to Tuffurean, and gpve us inoney to the value of about fix 
Englifh fhillings. In general the Perfians in our cara- 
van behaved towards t w g ever fiace«w* ww^luirfe^a 

with 
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%ith great kindnefs. Haffcn Aly Beg and Shach All Beg* 
Would have purchafed affes for us, but, as we could not pay 
for them, .we rather chbfe to walk. We fet out Oftoher 
14th, and fung hymns as we went ^long, greatly, ftrerigth- 
i»ed and refrdhed by the fenfe we had of the comfortable 
prefence of our Lord. Our fervarit Mirza exprefled hU 
liirprife at o'wcheerfulnefs, and well he might, for he was; 
alas, ignorant of the caufe. 'this nfgnt we halteH at a vil- 
lage, and finding a patient who wanted our affiftance, he re- 
warded us with grapes and bread, and gave us leave td 
lodge in his liable, which was well for ui, Tor the night 
was extremely cold. Ofiobe'r 25th, we proceeded and af- s 
tived in the everting at Tufferean, very fore, naving fo littlcf 
covering upon our bodies. A Perfian, feeing my fituatiori, 
took off bis cafca, or wainxoat, and gave it me. We lay 
here in a caravanfera till the 29th, and had* our iheals gratis. 
The abovemeritioned gift of fix {hillings we fpent in pur- 
chafing neceflanes. On the agfh, we fet out on foot, arm 
company 61 about twAity Perfiarts, who had teen pfundered, 
and joufneyed both this arid the following day without mo- 
feftation. November lft, in the morning we remarked, 
that we had the fame fort of preferment as at Canguebar, 
but we commended ourfelves in confident prayer to God 
our never- failing prefeTver, and walked forward till about 
nine o'clock, wheri another gang of robbers, who had ported 
themfelves iri the way, ran upon us with drawn fabres and 
Other weapons, and Gripped us poor plundered people of 
almofi every thing we had left. I faved only a pair of toni 
drawers, and Brother Riieffer an old wairfcoat. What we 
afterwards fuffered, to the ninth of November, 1 cannot 
poflibly defcribe in words. 1 got at laft a covering of horfe- 
hair and cotton which tore my ikin very much, but at night 
we had neither fire nor covering. It was charity indeed* 
that, for a few night*, we were permitted to deep in 2 
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liable. Our food was nothing but bread and vfrater, lef- 
dom a little fruit, and I got a violent flux from the change 
of heat by day and cold by night. Walking in fandals was ' 
likewife exceffive troublefome and painful ; yet our merci- 
ful Savior, in whom we trailed, and whofe nearnefs we felt 
in pur hearts, preferved our courage amJ confidence, and we? 
were not tmferable, but tiappy m Him. November 9th, at 
noon we reached Nafha-tabat, a great place, about fifteen or 
fixteen Englifh miles fronvfrpahan. Here all our fellow* 
travellers halted; but we proceeded and ^arrived at* Tulfa 
late at mghu We wertf brought by our fervant into an 
houfe, where -we got good covering, and",, thanks to God r 
the firfl! tolerable night's reft after out di fatter. It is not tor 
fee defcribed how dreary and wafle the country loots about 
Ifpahan, nor is it faying too* much, that not one village in 
twenty is inhabited, which it the cattfe of the pxefent 
dearth, November 10th, I wrote to* the Englilh Re- 
sident, Mr. John Pierfon, by our fervant He returned 
a very civil anfwer, lent us fix rupee*, and promifed 
to care for us^ In a few days he fent for im, but as he wa» 
going to make a tour to Nafha-tabat, we rather ehofe to re- 
main at our old quarters till the 23d. November I2th y 
two French fathers of the Society of Jefus vifited us. ffhey 
have a neat houfe and chapel m Errivan, and had heard of 
our arrival from the EnglHh Refident, under whofe pro- 
tection they are. They exprefled great companion for u% 
and fent us fome cloaths and wine. We were likewifi* 
vifited by a Mr, Blandy, by defire of th« Refident* 
November 13th, the above-mentioned fathers, with father 
Raymond, a Dominican, and father Sebaftian, a Carmelite, 
both Italians, who have neat houfes at Tulfa, vifited us 
and lent us fome linen and a mattrafs. In the afternoon 
being alone, we joined in prayer and thankfgiving to the 
Lord, who has fo wonderfully preferved our lives, fent us 
~ help 
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.fcrfp in the time of need, and above all/ never fuSf/ered u« 
to vant the fweet comforts derived froni his grtcious pre- 
fence, which kept our hearts and minds chearful and con- 
tented- We then partook of the Lord's Supper and mi 
fpirit jgined ourfelves to that congregation, with whom our 
hearth e^munion remains uninterrupted, though feparattd 

\n the boAy* 

On the 19th, a Jervant pf the Englifc Brfdent brought 
lis fome Perftan ploathi^g, two mattraffes ?md covering, 
and provi4e4 another lodging for us, where we ftaid till the 
*gd, whei| the Refident fent two horfes to bring us to the 
Englilh hpufe^ whipb is a cpnftderabie building with a 
pretty large garden. |fe received us very cordially, and 
pronjifed to afljft us in eyery thing. This promHe he moft 
faithfully performed 4 u " n g <* ur whole flay. He is a very 
honelt and intelligent man, mucji fefpefted botb by Perfiaris 
and Armenians. IJe had never heard of the Church m 
which we belong, but when any vifitors came to his houfe, 
^fpecially Armenian^ Ji$ always introduced us to them witk 
the moft obliging exprei§pns. We (pent moft of pur time 
in this houfe, learning t^e Perfian language, Saturdays 
gnd Sunday^ the Refident being always abfent at Tulffc, 
wc were alone, and called to mind with unfpeakable / 
gratitude, our lot q$ gtac$ to belong to a people of the s 
Jx>rd^ with who/n *ce haye aa indiffoluble and everlaft- 
jng f^llowfliip. We joined them in fpirit, prayed for the 
converfio^ o\ the poor, blind inhabitants of this country , 
and all lands and nations pn earth, for direSion iaour pre- 
fent difficult circujniUnces, aiv* f6r grace tp walk as chil- 
dren of God, \mder th$ influence of the Holy Spirit. When*, 
ever we partook of th$ ford's Supper, Aye were richly 
comforted and ftrengthened; aad experienced, that where 
cv$n only {wa aife. met in Jefus* name, He is in the midft 
fiftbenu ' 
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I nmft now and then infert fome account of the ftate of 
Perfia, becaufe it throws more light upon the fubjeft of o\y 
Million. 

December, 20th, Adil S^aw^' brotJipr ? Mir^a, made his 
grand entry into Ifpahan, knd the King lumfelf could no* 
have been more highly honored. On the sift, illuminations 
and bonfires were made uppri the Meyjlan ^nd Tlhaarbag, 
which are t}i£ Ring's gardes. As we were to-day for the 
firft'tim^ alone v^ith Ihe Refident, we took this opportunity* 
f o give him a (hort account of our Church and its views in 
fending Miffionaries, and efpecially in fending us to the 
Genres. He obfery^d, that we had doije wel| to apply to 
Jiim on the fubjeft, as be was able to ferve us with fome 
particular iijforrnatiqn concerning them, and would, ^f 
poflible, help us to obtain our aim ; that the greateft part 
pf them lived at Kerman^ where they had their principal 
and beft temple : and that the Englifl* have alfo a houfe 
there. 

December 22d, we weje called \n the evening to Haflerj 
Khan, the chief favorite of Mirza. Shach Nadir had ordered 
his eyes t$ be put out, but it was not dorje effeftually and 
he could fee a little. He was troubled with fmarting hu- 
mors in them, for, which we told hirn we might fend him 
fome medicines, but a$ to his eyes and fight, we had np 
power to reftore thenj. W$ have been frequently with 
him, and be feerned thankful for the relief afforded him. 
Pecember 34th, j^bel Haffen Khan, who was appointed 
Beglerbeg of Shiras, fen* Tor us. His eyes were alfp 
pierced by Shach tyadij, but haying ^een only partially 
affe&ed, we could render him more effential fervice, for 
which he promifed us 690 Thomas's, or 1200 rupees, 
four days after he fet out for Shiras, and as we could not 
accompany him thither, without lofing fight of our firft 
i>t>je&> we chofe rather to jrenpip poor, than become the 

fcrvauts 
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fervant? of a Pcrfian Prince. They have here an opinioi* 
of European Phyficians far beyond what they deferve. 
Indeed there is much work for them, for though the air at 
Ifpahan is wholefome, not qne in an hundred is free from 
diforders arifing fnyn a diffolute life. 

December 31ft, the King's brother f<pnt the Englifli Re* , 
fident a prefent of a Perfian drefs, a turban and a large fhawl 
to bind round the waift, fych as the Kings of Perfia are ufed 
to fend to the Grandees, or their own relations. On this oc* 
cafioh a feaft of three days was held, but every thing was 
conduced with order and fobricty. Perfian mufic was in- 
troduced, which' to us appeared rather difcordant. In the 
evening we clpfed the year \n our room, with prayer, praife 
and thankfgiving. 

January 1 3th, 1 748, we had a day qJT mqch blejfing and par- 
took of the Holy Communion. We regret exceedingly the lofs 
of the books and manufcript accounts from our congregations 
of which we had been robbed by the Cyrdes. Not a line i$ 
left us, and if we no.w and thpn remember a text or a hymn f 
that fuits qpr circumftances, we feaft upon it; and aflift 
each other in recollefiing it. On the 17th, the interpreter 
brought us to the King's palace, where we met with piaqy 
Peifians of our caravan, who w,ere glad to fee us, and ex- 
preffed their love for us in kind terms. Two of the ring* 
leaders of the gang which robbed us having been takeij 
with their booty, all of us Were called upon to give in an 
account of their lofs to the Haflen Khan, or Governor. Our 
interpreter, as we heard afterwards, exaggerated our loft 
exceedingly. (In the fequel of this narrative, an account is 
given of the Ihuffling manner in which, after repeated pro- 
mises, the restoration of their property was put off from 
time to time, till they loft all hopes of receiving it.) 

January 23d, we again fpoke with the Refident concern T 
jng our journey to the Gaures at Kerman, but he advifed us 
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fu* to undertake it ?|pw, Pfccry thing being in the great aft 
con fu (ion, and the roads extremely unfafe. Thi$ was in- 
deed too true, and \y:e wpr? n*t * Httje grieved at the profegt 
profpeft of, affairs. Meagwhije the Refideitf took muct| 
pains to procure the fiirn we were reputed to have loft, 
namely. 1200 rupees, or about \ 50I. {Ie applied for it to 
Mjrza, and m%de ufe of a ftr^tagern, unknown to us; as w^e 
were informed by the interpreter. In January 1747, Nadir 
Khan had urged him to procure him an European Phyficiaq f 
being very ill and given up by the Perfian fhyfiqans. No 
European bjsing then in the cpuntry, the Refident promifed 
to wri^e for one, and now made the Perfi^ns believe, th# 
we were the people fent for, who had travelled at their 
own expence and therefqre ought to be reimburted^ Since 
{here has beep fo little fnpw this winter t that the rpads 
are good and the air w^s crowing warmer every day t we 
fpoke again to the Reiideqt, an$ begged him to help us foon 
to procee4 to Kerman, fince i\ was not our.purpofe to 
fettle at Jfpahan. He anfrjered, that he had received let- 
ters at the end of laft wepk from Kerman, mentioning 
the deplorable {late of that province, how $h%ch Nadijy 
gtnd after him the Ofgoorij, had ranfacked sud plundered 
the whole pUcp : th^t the Englifh houfe h$d been entirely 
plundered and ruined, and now flood tmpty, and that twe* 
Armenian? arjd eight Gaurei, who lived in it, had been 
murdered 1 that the Caures in Kerman, wer$ a good, ho- 
raeft, induftrious people, and th? beft nation in Perfia, but 
piqft of then} hay? been maffacred, or difperfed, and drive^ 
away : that hpfe living at Gebeabad were ? very poor 
people, who in the time of Shach Haffein, about the year 
l $94> were compelled to become Mahometans, and thofe 
who would not'fubmit were murdered, and that the towu 
of Gabeabad, which is fituated on a hill behind Tulfa, had 
t>eea called H^ffein,-a)?ad : *h# the roads to Herman were eve* 

mor* 
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ifktfe dangerous *h actdutit of ritfmeMus gakgS df robbeiV 
than thofe from Shermaffichan to Ifpahan. This account 
given us by the Refideftt, Which Was donfirrtied from all parts, 
deftroyed at once alt Our hopes fodit to get aftuftigft the? 
Caures, and filled our hearts With forrow. Wfe might have 
fettled at Ifpahan, and Were much eticOfaged to do ft, btrt 
we could not belteve that ft was the will of tfotf, aftff 
therefore refolved to return to Europe by way tff feaflbrt 
and Aleppo. The hopes of foon feeing our Brethren'again, 
after fo many troubles arid dangers, afforded tis indeed the tntrtt 
ieart-felt pleafure, fcut wh£n We examined Out hearts before? 
the Lord, We Were afhamed " that we had had too ftrolig * 
^aroxyfm of hotofc ficknefs" and "had confuted otir vtovi 
inclinations too much, as a fottrcc of comfort, in Hrf&hf 
our plan defeated, tor We atfe bound to lerve fad fcrteoaf 
Savior alone, and Willingly to facrfftce our afl for him, whd 
foved us and gave himfeff for us. We acknowledged, with 
repenting tears, our fin and weakhefs y and devoted ourfdves 
anew unto Him. February 4th, we had a confeiWide tow 
gether to confider in the prefeftce of God what We (hotilrf 
do, after having heard {he above account of the Gauges in 
fwerrtian. We prayed the Lord to dhreft us, wiftrhag onty to 
do that which is Wefl pleafing in his fight, and not to 
follow our own will. We Were made Willing to foflfer art* 
things for his 4 and the gbfpel's fake ; but after weighing all 
circumflancet, the refuh d( otit deliberations was ihrst that 
We fiiould not now go to Kerman, n<*r remain in any othc*r 
part of Perfia, but return through Baflbra to Cairo in Egypt, 
and there wait an anfwer to our letters fent to Europe with 
a proper reprefentation of our iituation. This refolution we 
made known to the Refident oh the 7th. On the 16th, wd 
learnt, that a colony of Gaures had fettled it Surat, and 
fliould not have been unwilling to go thither in queft of 
them, could we have obtained more certainty. In the 

evening 
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evening we fpoke with the French interpreter about t&e 
Gaures at Haffein-abad, ne^r Tulfa, and his account was a 
full confirmation o£ all the Refident had told us. February 
a^th, it was reported, that Emir Haffein Khan, Beglerbeg 
in Tauris had revolted, and got an army together of between 
30 and 40000 men to go to war with Adil Shaw. On the 
agth, Mirza, 4 having arretted Soran Khan, the brother-in- 
law and favorite of Adil Shaw, and planted the Meidan with 
Cannon, feized on the effefts of many Perfian nobles. He 
alfo engaged the fervices of fevenj thoufand Of goons and 
Ufbeck Tartars, and it was plain that he meant to declare 
himfelf King. All Ifpahan was in an uproar on this occa- 
fion. March ift, Mirza fent a meflenger to Emir Haffein 
Khan; at Tauris, to prevail upon him to join his party,jaiuL 
on the ad, beheaded Soran Khan.* The whole town of 
Tulfa was laid under contributions, and a rich Armenian 
from thence kept himfelf concealed in the Re fi dent's houfe; 
for fear of the Collectors. The judgment of God hangs 
vifibly over the Armenians and Greeks, but they will not 
confider it. They think of nothing but how to get money 
by merchandize, and are fo famoue for cheating, that it has 
become a common, proverb here, " an Indian cheats a Jew,, 
but an Armenian cheats an Indian." As to religious mat- 
ters, they are quite ignorant and ftupid, even as to the letter, 
neither have they any fchools among them. In their hearts 
they are dead as (tones ; yet they think themfel ves the bell of 
chriftians, becaufe they fail more than the Roman Catholics, 
and pray more than the Mahometans. They often, in a 
pharifaical manner, fall on their faces in the ftreets and 
mutter fome prayers, yet they are fo ftupid, that the Maho- 
metans find it eafy to make profelytes from among them, 
and thus whole villages are apoftatized. Shach Nadir^ who 
was a fcourge to all Perfia, was particularly fo to the Arme- 
nians ; he not only drained them of their riches, but treated 

them 
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them in the moft cruel manner. The two chief and richeft 
among them, Aradoun and Eminias., he robbed of all their, 
wealth, and afterwards burnt thfem alive with two Jews and 
four Indians on the Meidan, Mirza, not having money 
enough to accomplift his revolt, immediately feized on 
Tulfa, baftinadoed the Calendar, or Sub-governor, and in- 
Aided divers tortures upon the principal people, whofe 
houfes he forced, not even fparing the Armenian Monks* 
On the 3d, he declared himfelf King, and on the jth, 
fent Selam Beg, whom he had declared Khan, with 10,000 
foldiers again ft Hamadan. It was generally wiflied that 
Mirza might foon follow, for no one here was fecure from 
being plundered, as long as he ftaid. At laft to the joy of the 
whole city, he marched out on the 12th, having ju ft before 
, fent a rich prefent to the Englifh Refident . On the 1 4th, we 
heard that Kerman was all in an uproar, and that all the 
roads to Ifpahan were blocked up. We pould not but fee' 
fome perplexity amid ft this wild confufion, but remained 
quiet and committed ourfelves to the Lord. Oathe 15th, 
a Perfian meffenger arrived from Baflbra* We wereindeed 
difappointed in our hopes to receive fome accounts from 
Europe, but were glad of a fafe opportunity of fending our 
letiers away. About this time, all the (hops ia Ifpahan 
were (hut, and many people died miferably in the ftreets 
for -hunger* Mirza, wanting money more than troops, or- 
dered that fine place Naftiatabad to be pillaged, and the in* 
habitants of Ifpahan were, much afraid of experiencing- the , 
feme fate on his return. Qn the aid, we were particu- 
larly cpmfortedin recollefting and gathering fcripture texts 
and hymns, and feveral occurred to our minds, which were 
peculiarly adapted to our prefent precarious fituation. On 
the 23d, the Refident made much enquiry concerning the 
Brethren's Church and Conftitution, and feemed well, 
pieced with the account we gave him. We alfo fpoke with 
' G g g him 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



I 4*4 I 

\Am freely of thfe only Way of falvation, through the atoi#- 
merit and Inerits of a crucified Savior, to which he liftene4 
frith much attention. He has been a faithful friend to u? 
from firft to fob." 

The fubjfequent diaries an t d letter! give an account of 
the^ continuation of the convulfloiis and troubles in Per* 
pa, till the Brethren at laft found an opportunity of leav* 
pg Ifpahan, iij June 1748. They fet out by way of 
Bender Bufcher, with imrtrinefct danger of their lives, and 
had not proceeded far, befoire the cart van was furprijed 
Jmd robbed. They lpft the third time every fetching they 
fiad, with ttipft of their cloathes, and came ragged and in 

" debt to Bender Bufcher. Here, through the mercy of God, 
they found a friend in the? Dutch iVgent, who took care of 
them/paid their debt*, and forwarded them on their jourw 
jiey tp fiaflbra, where they arrived in September. Mn 
Pomfret, tlje Englifh Hefident at Baffora, had received a 
letter pf recommendation in their behalf from Mr. Pierfoi| 
at Jfpahan, tod received them kindly. It was their inten- 
tion to have ftaid here fojne time, aild by their ^prafHce in 
medicine and furgery to have earned a fufficiency to bear 
the expences of their joiirney home, bi^t this plan failing, 
they were affiled with money, for l>flls 4rawn upoui 
fx>ndon. 

Brother Rueffer Was taken ill at Damiat^, and departed 
this life July $(jth, 1748. His corpfe was interred in the 
Iriirying ground of the Greeks. Brother liokker arrived ia 
February, 1750, in Europe, Thus the whole plan of bring* 
ing the Gofpel to the poor people, who weife the objefts oC 
this Million, was fnritrated, to the igreat grief of the Bre. 
fKren, who have not toce tad any opportunity of reflewin^ 
fHe attcjiijfu 
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V A R 10 US A C C fJ N f S. 
i. (~\UR Miffionaries in St. Thomas* St. Croijc, and S*< 
v-J Jan write, that laft winter they were vifited bf 
much illnefs, yfet A Seated the Lord to reftore them all ta 
iealth. Their labors are Mefled with fruit, and ?m increaf- 
ing number of negroes attend their churches in e?ch ifland. 
From Eafter 1795, to Eafter I796, .668 fouls had keen 
added to the Chriflian Church by Baptifrn; ox admitted to 
the Holy Communion, in the fix tetlement*. . 

2. From Jamaica we learn that the xebelliotf of the 
Maroons had confidently diftufbed the peaceful courfe of 
the Miffion, and at 6ne period caufed fo«e au*i$ty to t&* 
Miffionaries; as <te troubles approached nearer. They 
were therefore very thankrul to God wheri the danger w*f 
over, and hoped for better times.' 

3. Letters frorn Antigua inform us, that on the igtjh of 
i)ecerriher, 179^? fome very violent fhocks of ah f earth- 
quake were felt, but ouf feitlernents have received np 4*- 
mage. The eoncoiirfe of negroes at >Chrifljnas and the en- 
trance into the New Year was fo. great, and their eager d«- 
fire to hear the Oofpel Jo manifeit, that the confidence and 
hopes of our Brethren were greatly ftrengthened. Subfe- 
quent accounts mention; 'that thi celebration of the JPaffiom- 
Week and Rafter; 1796, was attended with the.fame;blaffing. 
•Between three and four, thoufatfd petfons were piefent at th£ 
tfLarfter morning Litany at St. John's, and {pent the day yl 
•attending the public worfliip* In Mfrch, our Milfionariet 
were fo iuccefsful as to purxhafe a piece pf ground in >(Dl& 
Road Town, 194 feet long and 72 feet broad, with a final! 
ihoufe upon it, for a reafonable price. It lies thirteen 
'EngliQi miles from St. John's, and as many from <Cracehill 9 
.and for the future, about ifloo chriftian negroes from twelve 

plantations, lying at a great diftance from ti^e ahove^menti-* 

oned fettlements, are to meet there. The .oU and in&ap 
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rejoice more particularly at this arrangement.' Some time 
after they purchafed a fmall houfe crppofite to the former, 
which might have become a means of difturbance; they add 
that at prefent nothing is wanting to eftabliih a third Mif- 
fion's-fettlement, but more a Aidants in the work of the Lord, 
for whom they wait with eager expectation. 

4. The fame pleaflng and encoraging accounts have been 
received from our Miflionaries in St. Kilts* Though they 
felt the earthquake in December 1795, no damage was done 
to the fet dement. The ihcreafe of the negroe- congregation 
is confiderable, and its internal growth in the love and 
knowledge of our Savior pleafingly evident. From Eafter 
1795, to Eafter 1796, 361 negroes were baptized and 74 
admitted to the Holy Communion. 

5. From Barbadoes we received the painful news, that 
Brother Nic. Hofman's wife, a faithful handmaid of the 
-Lord, had departed this life, December 3d, 1795, after 
eight weeks illnefs. 

- 6. The correfpondence with our Miflionaries in South 
America has been much impeded by the war; however we 
have had the fatisfa&ion to receive fome accounts by means 
of neutral vefiels* by way of the Danifh Weft India 
1 (lands, the fub fiance of which is as follows. Three of our 
Miflionaries have departed this life and entered into the joy 
of the Lord. Brother Matthew Richter % at Paramaribo, 
Auguft 1 2th; Brother John Horne> at Bambey, in OQober; 
and Brother Frederic Voegtle, at Hoop on the Corentyn, 
December 9th, 1795, after long and faithful fervices. The 
removal of thefe valuable fervants of God is much la- 
mented by our Brethren in thofe parts. May the Lord fend 
fucceflbrs, endowed with the fame grace and fpirit. The 
Brethren Mehr, at Bambey, and 'Langballe, at Paramaribo, 
had been dangeroully ill. By the laft letters from Our Mif- 
lionaries aUJurinam, dated February 16th, 1796, it appears 

that 
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that fevertl letters to them, and from them to us, have betftf 
loll. The total ceflation of communication between that 
country and Holland, has occafioned much want of the ne- 
ceffaries of life, except flour, which had been brought from 
America, but was continually advancing, in price. In- other 
refpefts they remained free from the effeQs of .the .war. 
Several whole families of Warau Indians had come to live 
with the Indian congregation at Hoop on the Corentvn, and 
in Oftober 1795, the number of inhabitants had increafed 
to 300 fouls. Brother Wiez, at Bambey, had vifited the 
free-negroes in the highlands, and had many opportunities to 
preach the Gofpel to them. In all places our Savior owned 
the labors of our Miflionaries and crowned it with fuccefs. 

7. From Fairfield, in Canada, the Miflionaries write, that 
both they and their Indian congregation were well and in 
peace. Their internal courfe afforded matter of joy and com- 
fort, but at prefent no Indians join them from among the neigh, 
boring tribes. Brother Zeifberger begins now to feel the 
preflure of old age and infirmity, yet he remains ftill a£tive, 

8. By letters from Herrnhuth we were informed, that 
Brother Jens Haven, who firft labored as a Miflionary in 
Greenland, and afterwards not only undertook the firft voy- 
age to Labrador, in the year 1764, to attempt to fettle 9 

JMiflion on that coaft, but ferved it for many years with 
faithfulnefs, departed into the joy of the Lord, April i6th f 
1796. 

THE LATEST ACCOUNTS 

T 1 OM T ■ £ 

Million at Bavians Kloof, Cape of Good Hope, 
ExtraSed from letters of different dates. 

May 31ft, 1795, the Miflionaries write, that on the preceding 
day they were exceedingly gratified in receiving a parcel of 
letters from Europe, dated in April and Auguft 1794, which 
bad been miflaid on board a Dutch (hip and fent to Batavia. 

They 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



t 4* 1 

TOey aHo mentioti, tfca* the celebradoii of the Paffion Weet? 
ind Eafter had been produ&ive of a particular awakening, 
efpecially among the men and the children. May 17th, two 
men and foUr wotofen were baptized. It fcemed €hen as if 
they would enjoy more reft, and remain in quiet poJTeflion 
of their fettteifaent, tint* a gentleman at the Capetown, called 
Ckde, a friend of the Million', had puf chafed th£ neighbouring 
land (whefe the peafantry would hot permit fo many Hot- 
tentots to flay with theitf cattle) for th£ fole ^urpofe of put- 
ting an end to all difputes, and delivering the Miflionarics 
from continual alarms and threats: However in a letter 
dated December 6th, 1795, they inform tic,- that fince the 
date of their laft, they had fuffered much anxiety, a difturb- 
imce having arifen among the peafantry in the country, who 
committed many afts of violence, and had nothing lefs in 
-view item, the total expulfion of our Miffioriaries, and the 
tlifperfio*4>f Ae Hottentot Congregation at Bavians Kloof .' 
©ur Brethren were for a considerable time frightened by 
dreadful -threats, and July 29th, received a formal and 
peremptory meffage from the infurgents to quit their houfe 
and repair to the Cape Town, Which they wefe obliged to obey; 
and fet out on the 31ft, amJdft the mo ft alfcfUng complaints 
•and lamentations <rf their people. Auguft 3d, they arrived 
<afe in the Town, to the great attonifhment of their friends' 
«nd the But** Governments In a few days h6wevfcf, ac- 
counts were received, that the difturbances were quelled; 
and the ringleaders taken prifofters, upon which they re- 
turned; and arrived again fafe at BaVians Kloof on t&e .i^th* 
to the gteat joy of the Hottentots'. Shortly after, the Cape 
having fallen into the -hands of she £ngKA, Brother Marf- 
veldwent \o tfi£ Xpyw to recp7rm*end ^he ,Wifli<Hi*Jp the 
^Englifh Commander, .whp ip a Jfrisrtdly m^r fpQPft&L 
him allgpod will and prpte&ioa* 
Thcjn.gr^fc ©fJtcarers,^ the iACpflwenten»(tf ,pKS^* 

ing 
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£ng in the open air, had long ago made our Brethren very 
defirous of having a chapel, the room in their dwelling be- 
ing too fmall even foj: the weekly meetings and fchools, 
but the dearnefs of timber feemed to prevent it. However^ 
upon application being made by them to the Englilh Com? 
mander,he not only granted them leave to bujild, but pecem- 
jber gd, fent them a written prder to cut timber where- 
/ever they pleafed for the purpofe, The text appointed 
for that day was : " Thy fervants take pleafure in the Jloncs 
gf Zion % and favof the dqft thereof" 

Their laft letter? are dated April £th, 1796, and were 
brought by fome pf pur Brethren and Sillers returning from 
Tranquebar, whp ftaid fome day? at the Cape Town an4 
few Brother MarfveW. 

Thfey were all well in health, and had enjoyed reft From 
witboi*. The defire to bear the Golpel continues yet to 
fpread iamong tbt Hottentot nation, and many people From 
tfifttat parfs com* to $avians KlooF for that purpofe. On 
(Ch«ft$ias day, *79J» there was fuch a concourfe of people 
as had never been feen there before. The Miflionaries 
counted .500 hearers. In the year if 95, fixteen adults and 
fourteen children have been baptized, and five baptized 
Hcfctentots were admitted to the Lord's Supper. At the 
clofe of the year, the congregation cqnfilted of £xty-fiye 
JieHeving Hottentots. 

Of the psfefent yfcar they remark, that they have additional 
ttrfrfe for prrftfe-and thatokfgiving, in having obtained a cha- 
pel for the ufe of the MiiTion. They began to dig the 
foundation on the <th 'of December, 179$. . The text of 
Scripture 'for that day waa, " They (hat are far vff'JhaJl come 
md 'buiid in the tempi* of 4he Lord," Zech. vk 15. Jive 
Hottentots with their wives and children arrived at the lame 
time, and expreffed great pleafure when they heard fot what 
purpofe the building was deCgned, promifing alfo to a flirt in 
: * the 
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*he work. December 14th,, the foundation was laid, in pi*^ 
fence of the whole congregation and all the fchool children 
with fupplicatjon and than^fgivfng, during a very powerful 
fenfation of ttye pjrefence and peace of God ; after which the 
Miflionaries .and their tJottejitQts immediately began to 
make and burn bricks, and to cut timber fit for building, 
whicb they were obliged to fetch from a diftance of eight 
hours walk. They alfo engaged two bricklayers and a car- 
penter from the Gape Town, with whofe afliftance the 
building was finiflied in March. On the 24th of March, in 
the forenoon, it was opened, and dedicated with fervent 
prayer to the Lord, on which occafion it proved toa 
fmall for th*£ongregation aflembled from aH parts, fo that 
many wer£f5bliged to ftand without. The chapei is 60 feet 
by 19, and has a room at each £nd 16 feet Square. In the 
afternoon all the baptized had a feparate meeting, and the. 
communicants partook in the evening of th$ Lprd'^ Supper, 
being' Maundy Thurfiay. Both this day and the whole 
Paflion-Week and Eafter, when the hiftory of our Savior's 
Death and Refurreftion was read to the Hottentots in the 
Dutch language, was a feafon of peculiar grace. and a- 
wakening. 

f he Miflionaries beg moft earneftly for afliftance, which^ 
however necefTary, it will be difficult to fend in this time 
of war. The difaffefted among the European inhabitants 
continue indeed to utter threats again ft the Miflion, but our 
Brethren look for help and protection to the Almighty 
JLord and Head of his Church. They are alfo thankful^ 
that He has inclined the heart of the EngHfli Commander 
at the Cape Town to favor the Miflion, and of his own ac- 
cord to offer them protection againft any effort to difturlf 
their peace. 
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A /kort Account of fomt Negroes who departed this 
life, rejoicing in God our Savior ; ex trailed from 
the Diaries of the Brcthrcns' Mijfionarics in An- 
tigua, of 1794, 1795. 

CEPTEMBER ad, the Brethren Schneckenburger and 
Tfchirpe rifited fevepral fick perfons. On one plan- 
tation we faw the communicant Caroline, and upon Brother 
Schneckenburger's enquiring whether flie knew him? fhe 
anfwered with a feeble voice, "No, matter!" but when 
aflted, whetherjhe loved our Savior, flie lifted up both Her 
hands and faid, " You come from St. John's lf> yes, I 
poffefs and feel my Savior in my heart; he loves me and I 
love him!" As to this perfon, we (hall never forget, that 
once, during a great drought, when there was no water on 
c*ur premifefr* fce went and fetched water for us at a dif- 
tance of three miles and 3 half, Another fick negroe fajd^ 
" My whple heart was alrea4y with our Savior, and no 
more in this world ; but it did not. pleafe him to call me fo. 
foon. I mull wait a little longer, and may I wait with pa, 
tjencc till he appears !" 

On the third, brother Towle and his wife, vifited the fick 
pn three eft^te3. One pf the patients being afked, what his 
defire was fixed upQn ? replied, " Upon our Savior, I wait 
for him, till he fhall break the fhell which enclofes me* 
for as the fhell of an egg is broken, .and then the young t 
chicken is fet free, fo our Savior will dp with me, and then 
I (hall creep out and fee him." 

. Of pthers we ijnd the following teftimojiies in the 
Diary. > *• 

Barbara was efteemed by her mailer and miftrefs as 3 

child of God, and intrufted with the care of the whole 

H b h tomfle* 
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houfe. When (he departed this life, the negroes prefent 
exclaimed, •• Sorely God is prefect here, although we can- 
not fee him!" Her convtriation and deportment were an 
honor to the Gofpel. 

Martha was one of our oldeft negroe-fifters. She was 
baptized in 1773* and continued in a ftcady and edifying 
waJk. Being afked, whether fhe was afraid of dying ? flic 
replied with great cheerfulnefs, M O no I for I am already in 
" fpirit with the Lord, but it is his pieafure that I toould 
* tarry a lktie longer in the body.** Her end waa truly 
Meffed. 

Mary was remarkable for her wifilom and zeal in lead- 
ing her heathen countrywomen to the knowledge of the 
truth, though (he was not regularly appointed as an afi£» 
tant. She has been the inftrument of the awakening and 
coriverfion of many negroes, and in her bft moments testi- 
fied of the Love of Jefus to all around her. 

Robert was Fo lame that no one could behotd him with- 
out compaflion. As he was unfit for any other ferviee, 
he was fet to watch a garden. The proprietor treated him 
with great' cruelty, and whenever the reafl miftake occurred, 
he was deprived of his day's allowance of footh Yet he 
remained chearful, bore all things with patience, and would 
often fay, " In this world I cannot expeft much pieafure 
** but I have one comfort which the world cannot take 
4 * from mk : Our Savior has forgiven me my great and 
** numerous fins, and therefore I love him and rejoice 
• « c in him," 

Anna Mary fhowed, by her whole deportment, that fhe 
had not received the Grace of God in vain. The negrop 
fillers* took all her admonitions in good part, 'becaufe 
Jhe punaually fulfilled every thing herfelf, which fiie re- 
quired of thorn* 

' Charles 
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Chirks Wftt out \)f our oldeft Brethren, and bad been 
baptised in 1769 by our late Miifionary, Brother Bahnfath, 
but fell again into indifference and levity. At the general 
revival among the negroes about twenty years ago, be wn 
•wakened anew, and from that time continued in * fteadjr 
and pleafing coturfe. He ufed often to fptiak df this proof 
of the* faithfulnefs of Jefui , the good Shepherd, with 
tears of gratitude, and added, " From that titat I hive loved 
" bim with my whole heart/ and nothing cad prevail to rob 
" me of this treafere." 

Dtrothy led a bkunelefs life j but when at her miftreft'a 
death fire was emancipated, pride took hold of her heart, 
and (he loft that Simplicity agid confidence in Cod whioh 
flic pofleJTed as a flave. 

Chrifiian fell, fometitae after his baptiftn, into a luke* 
Warm ftate of heart, fo that we were for a long time fcrupu- 
lous about admitting him to the holy facrantent. Bbt af- 
ter his admiflion, a great change* took plae* irt Mm. He 
kept his bed a whole year, and all who vifited him Wert ' 
much edified by his patience and refignatkm. 

Lucretid was baptized in 1771 by the late Brother Brack* 
lhaw. She was an aged widow, who pttt her tru* in 
God. ' She faved fo much money, that 4he was able to 
offer the fum required for purchaGng her freedom, bat it 
was not accepted, and fee obtained it gratis. Her life was 
hid with Chrift in God, -and her great eft earthly pleafure 
Was to lend a helpihg hand to all who needed affiftance. 

Lucy was likewife an old filter, much efteemed by all. 
When her hufcand, with whom flie lived in a truly chrifti»n 
marriage, departed this life, Die faid, " My temporal com- 
** forts are all fled, but I have another and a better, which 
" is my Savior, who has redeemed me by his blood.' 1 

Concerning Laetitia, her hufband, who brought us the 

account of her departure, told us,* that during her illnefir, 

H h h 2 &* 
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Ihfc Would hear of nothing but what Jefus Chrift had done 
/«ild fuffered for her. Wliencvcr any thing was offered tA 
h£X to eat br drink, flie faid, " Yes, I will take it, becaufe 
■•• as long as I am in the world 1 muft eat and drink ; but 
" my proper meat and drink is my Savior, and when I go 
%t to him I fliall not want any of this food*" 

Jonas poffefled a fitnple, child-like fpirit, devoted to the 
Lord. Strict integrity was the mod flriking feature in his 
chara&er. He was once aocufed of having ftolen fome 
corn, when fet to watch in the field. His mailer therefore 
ordered him before him, and queftioned him concerning 
it. He anfwered, '* As long as I had any thing to eat I 
" took nothing for myfelf ; but when all means of fubfif- 
" tence failed, I thought, * I take care of my mailer's 
** corn, furely he will not let me fuffer hunger ;' therefore 
•' I took fifteen ears." Finding that he had fold none, his 
matter replied, — " Indeed it is a great hardlhip to watch 
" over corn and fuffer hunger ; for the , future eat as much 
" as will fatisfy you, and continue to watch as hitherto. 1 ' 
In his^atter days he had a hard life, but remained always 
chearful and refigned. He formerly helped us much at the 
building of our church and houfe. 

Peter was near ninety years old, but came diligently to 
church as long as he could. He had a fervent love for our 
Savior and his people ; and his appearance and behavior 
was like a patriarch among his countrymen. 

Julia was a faithful nurfe to the Miflionaries in 
times of illnefs, When vifited an hour before her end, 
jhchad loft the ufe of her fpeech, but by figns expreffed 
the bappinefs of her foul. She then folded her hands, and 
.departed with a fraile on her countenance. This had fuch 
an effeft upon her miftrefs, who was prefent, that ihe ex- 
claimed, " O that I alfo might once depart fo gently and 
« happily V\ 

Titus 
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- Titus proceeded in an even and folid coturfe* If hd haj 
made any miftake he was always the firft to inform us of 
it. We had good hopes that he would not only remain 
faithful, but become ufeful as an afliftant ; but our Savior 
was pleafed to take him foon from us to himfelf. 

Of Nicholas we can teftify, that his walk was truly edi- 
fying to the Congregation, and we have not one like him 
in his place of abode*. His countenance bore witnefs to 
the joy and peace that filled Us heart, and his chara&er was 
open and unreferved. If any thing difturbed his. commu- 
nion* with God, he acknowledged it without difguife. 

Anthony was driver on a plantation, and behaved in this 
office as a true chriftian. He fought in all things to pro- 
mote his mailer's advantage, and yet contrived to make 
the fervitude of the negroes as eafy as poflible. When 
they were in the field, and he obferved here and there a 
feeble one* among ft them, he placed a ftrong negroe between 
two weak ones, that the latter might not be over-done. Af- 
ter his departure his matter wrote the following note to us. 
" I (hould be much obliged to you, if you would make 
" known to your congregation, that the departed negroe 
" has always approved himfelf as an honeft, faithful, la- 
" borious, fober, and truly excellent man, and his con- 
'* dud was fuch, that it ought to be imitated by all fincere 
•' people." This teftimony we therefore delivered at his 
burial without difguife. It is worthy of remark, that the 
deceafed was baptifed at a time when the negroes in his 
place were forbidden to go to church, and we durft not vi- 
fit them, and by occafion of his departure we learnt, with 
great pleafure, that the prefent proprietor has a real con- 
cern for the falvation of his negroes. 

John was a long time fufpe&ed of being a Negroe Doftor, 
that is, an impoftor, but upon the ftrifteft examination, the 
Jbfilfioiuries found it to be a falfe report. Yet he gave us 

much 
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h trouble, fcy frcqtent <pan*lf wil kit twfc. The 
day bebncUi end he e*prefed his fail ttwoocikatton to 
her, tut bid he was not quit* dear in bH mi«4 about the 
matters in dilpftte, ml wo*W fyeak ag*m with her mi the 
day following. This he did accordingly; hogging her for- 
gnrenefc for what was pal, and affarfag her that our Savior 
had forgiven him, and would call him this very day unto him* 
Mf. Sometime alter Brother Watters rode by, knowing 
nothing of bis illoeft, and on fafo wffc'a mentioning it to 
fam, he exclaimed, •• O, a mater from Spring Garden* > 

" when he returns, (hen but jnft now «iy heavenly 

* Matter comes to fcfcft mfc 8om4 # n and with thefe words 
he expired. 

' Lncfo wis a faithful and approved affilbrat amongft htt 
eottrttty women, and fo thijeh the more ufeful, as fte lived 
eight miles dJftant from tfc. This, however, did not pre- 
vent her from coming hither to attend the meetings and the 
conferences. When more feverity was fkown in the treat- 
ment of the negroes on that plantation, fte Ihowtd peculiar 
hlthfulncft to har lifters, efchorted them to cleave unin- 
terruptedly to the Lord, and often comforted them by ob- 
ferving, that He doubtlefs knew beft why he fufFered fach 
troubles to befal them. Her lift illnefs was tedious and 
painful, but flie looked in faith to the mercy and help of 
•ttr 5avior, and departed rejoicing in him. 



Voyage 
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Voyage tf Brother Hans Wierf, from Paramaribo^ 
in Surinam^ to Hoop op the River (^orentyq, 
in July, Augyft ancj, September, 1794, w/A 4* 
mwwj *f kk vifit iff cmmijioih to, tfa Aw^cfc. 
Ctngregetionthart. 

JULY ftftln we 1ft out in c<wnpany of ^ro^ber. Laefchf, 
(one of $xq Mjflionariea at Hopp) ki a boat belonging 
to Jfoo^ having the pwvifipn* from fcufpge on tywdi- 
Qijr boat's emppany coniifted o£ feven. Arawa£k Indian. Qre* 
t^u-^H a#d one JLndW JBiftff >- befdfcs an JpatfcpQ Indian wo* 
wn andbcrtwo chiMnsiu Before we arrived at 9rarnfpuenj % 
ojj* Indies went on, fliore on the.rigftt hank of th© 
Surjnajn wis** and in aboiat a. quarter qI an b«ur jretqm?4> 
wkh a got^d flock of crabs and forne fire-wopd* Abpufc 
tljree in. the afternoon we reaahed^he mouth qf the Suqaajn^ 
and entered into the open lea. Thpugfr the wind tya* mar 
borate, tb<* larige waves caufed a. troublefiwne motion of tfca 
boat, and we were glad to r^ajdx finooth water qppn a muck, 
banJt,. a great way from the fhpre ? where, we ca# ancbdH 
f<9F the night. We cpraiopidcd ourfelves in tljis fituatioa 
tor the preservation of Gad, • arid having pitched o^r tent pflt 
desk* w$nft ta reft. The Indian* confidex keeping watch 
during tftp aigjit as ufelefs, and. all laid down tp deep, titt 
four in tfae morning, when the cry of, Waffika, Waflika^ 
(Proceed) frfwu their captain, Michael, royfcd them in- a* 
inAanf. We now kept as clofe to the fliore as poiBhle^a^d 
ware arn&ied by ti)e fight of a great number of birds of *t 
blood-fifd aoto, either walking along the fliore or Qyio$ 
in regala* order to and fro. 4 v/ery largp fjfli, iinknowp 
to us, gaffed under our bpat and fcmck u with fucb fofc$, 
as tp produce a? alarming fhocJu Towards evening we 
paifcd the mpptfcs of (|ie rivers Sarameca ^nd. Copenan^ 

which 
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which form i confidence bay. The wind being high ml 
and the Tea wild, we rode very uncomfortably at anchor 
all. night; but our Indians laid down half naked upon the 
hare boards and had a found Deep. Compared with them 
we were poor puny travellers indeed , for though under 
cover of our tent, we could hardly keep ourfelves toler- 
ably warm with the help of all our blankets, for even in 
this hot claimate the fea breezes are very cool and piercing. 
On the 30th, towards evening, it blew a perfeft ftorm, and 
the waves ran fo high, that we wondered how our fmall 
bark could keep above water. My wife was very ill, and I* 
felt but poorly. Brother Loefche however was well and 
chearful and rendered us all poffible afliftance. The waves 
beating frequently over us, we got thoroughly wet, but ad- 
vanced rapidly, and about ten at night reached the mouth 
of the river Corentyn, entered it as far 2s the ride would 
permit, and caft anchor. On the 31 ft we had all recovered, 
and proceeded up the river, enjoying the beautiful pro. 
fpefts on either fide. We paffed by an ifland, juftly called 
Parrot's ifland; for thoufands of thefe birds of different 
fpecies, and of the richeft plumage, who had probably fpent 
the night there, met us in large flights, finging their 
morning fong, that the air refounded, and diftributing them- 
felves among the adjacent woods. As we paffed another 
ifland, we difcovered a column of fmoke, proceeding from 
fome Indian fiftnng huts, where our Indians landed and bought 
fome caffabi. When we fet off again, the iflanders blew their 
pampus reeds to honor us, which occafioned a moft pleaf- 
ing echo in the woods. At noon our Indians went again 
on fhore to fetch fire-wood, and we remained alone on 
board. In the afternoon we paffed a great number of low 
woody iflands, from the firft of which the water begins to 
become fweet, and to acquire more tranfparency. In the 
evening we paffed the Kuwi Creek where fome of our old 

MifEoutrica 
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Miflionaries made a fettlement in 1760, at a place called 
Ephraim. Some of our Indians were occupied* this even- 
ing with reading in the harmony of the four Gofpels, and 
others with learning to count in German. During the 
whole journey they behaved very well, and I sained a 
great affe&ion for this nation. 

Auguft lft, we faw the chalk cliffs on the right bank of 
the Corentyn, near to the poft of Autiari, ftraight before 
us. Their fummits are flat and without wood, and their 
flefcent towards the river is moftly perpendicular, being in. 
fome places one hundred feet in height. When we had 
paired the laft ifland, our Indians fired their mu fleets, to 
give notice of their approach to their Brethren at Hoop, 
We foon heard the report of the pieces fired in return, and 
faw the fettlement before us. About ten o'clock we arrived, 
and went on ihore with thanks to the Lord for his mercy' 
and prefervation on this voyage. The Miflionaries Fifcher 
and Voegtle received us with great cordiality, and k was. 
not long before the whole congregation gathered together 
around the door of the Miflion-houfe to welcome us t 
which they did with fuch affeftion that we were moved ta 
tears of joy, 

Hoop (Hope) is fituated on the left bank of the Coren- 
tyn, as you afcend from the fea. The oppofite bank is 
high and fandy, but on this fide the foil is loamy, an4 
not very fruitful. The woods hereabouts are rendered 
almoft impenetrable by an immenfe quantity of Bufch Tau t 
except where paths have been cut out by the natives. In 
the neighborhood of the fettlement the wood is cut down, 
and rooted up, and plantations of coffee, bananas, and cot, 
ton, as likewife a confiderable portion of pafture ground, 
amply reward the induftry of the thrift i an Indians, The 
houfe of the Miffionaries Hands about forty feet diftant 
from the river, and the afcent to it is by a range of nineteen 

I i K fteps, 
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Heps. It i» built partly in the Indian and partly in the co- 
lonial fiyle. Its front is of weather-boarding, . and the 
two fides and back are conftrufied with a double row of 
pallifadoes clofe together. The partitions infide are made 
in the fame manner, and every part covered with a plaifter 
made of chalk and charcoal, of a blueifh hue. All the floors 
are clay mixed with chalk. Brother Fifcher's, and Brother 
Loefche's rooms have cielings of ftrong laths lying hori- 
zontally, but the hall, which is roomy and ferves for a 
dining hall, as alfo the church, which is comprifed in the 
lame building, have no covering but the roof. The roof i* 
made in the Indian manner, of large leaves fattened upon 
laths, and all the beams and rafters are fecured by Bufch 
Tati. Behind the dwelling, are the negroe houfe, 
kitchen, ftorehoufe and ftables, fo contrived that in the 
rainy feafon each may be approached under cover. Next 
to the Mifliotr-houfe, to the right down the river, ftandi 
Brother Voegtle's houfe, built by his own hands in the 
Indian manner, extremely neat and furniflied with a gal- 
lery. About one hundred yards from the houfes of the 
Miffionaries, on each fide, moftof the houfes of the Indian 
Brethren and Sifters are ranged in regular rows along the 
■bank, fo that the Miflion-houfe and church being nearly in 
the middle, divide the fettlement into two parts. Clofe to 
the houfes is a well made foot-path leading to the woods 
on either fide. Some of the Indian houfes are not built in 
the row, but in the gardens, and nearly hid among the fruit- 
trees. At the back of the fettlement ruhs a fence, to prevent the 
cattle from entering the garden grounds. However, the 
jnoft confiderable gardens belonging to the Indians, namely, 
their caflabi plantations, which afford them the chief part 
of their fuftetiance, are at jfulibijji, on the oppofite fide of 
the Corentyn, about an hour and a half's walk from Hoop. 
The fchool-houfe i» fituated behind the Miffion-houfe and 
i* m aify # Indian budding. 

A$ 
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As (boo as we had dined, Brother Ftfche* accompanied 
toe into all the Indian houfes. I was exceedingly ftrucfc 
and moved with conipaflion at the fight of the Indian Brother 
Bcrnkard, a moil worthy member of the congregation, lying 
in a deep decline, occafioned by a violent fit of illnefa* He 
wept much that he could not get up and be prefent at church 
during our flay. But his heart was filled with true com*, 
fort and joy m the Lord, which Was even depi&ed upon his 
emaciated countenance. All join to pray for the recovery 
of this young, hopeful Brother, whofe equal is not ofte* 
to be met with among the Arawacks. Though a young 
man, he has frequently declared the Cofpel to his country,, 
men with uncommon power, and during his illnefs hit 
whole deportment and converfation was moft exemplary 
and edifying. 

In the evening the congregation met asufual, and Brother 
Fifcher explained to them the ahn of our vifit* As foon as I 
entered the church and faw this congregation of Jefus ga- 
thered from among the wildeft heathen, I felt that he owns 
jt as bis flock. God is truly prefent here. We were ftrucfc 
with the Indian cuftom, that as foon as the fervice Was over* 
the Indian Brethren went into the hall of the Miffion-houfe, 
(at down around the dining table without any ceremony* • 
lighted their pipes, and began to difcourfe with the Miffio* 
naries and among each other, as if they were quite at home. 
They ran after us every where like children, and omitted no 
opportunity of (howing us their love* 

During our ftay here we occupied Brother Loefche'9 
room, and be went to lodge with Brother Voegtle. 

On the ad, at break of day, we were fummoned to the 
church by the ringing of the bell, and found a numerous 
congregation affembled. After finging fome verfes, thd 
texts of fcripture appointed for the day were read, firft in 
German and then in the Arawack language, after which 

I i i 2 Brother 
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Birbther Loefche delivered a fltort exhortation. To-day t 
vifited the fchool, and rejoiced to find how welWome of the 
young people read, write, and fing. In Leonkard's houfe 
I Was treated with fome Indian beer ; it looks dark, brown, 
artd muddy, but though it was prefented to me in a clean 
tumblef, I was h difgufted with the manner of brewing it, 
which I had before my eyes, that I could hardly prevail ori 
myfelf to tafte it. It is made of caflabi; and juft before 
me lay a large cafiabi-cake, roafted altnoft to a cinder. A 
good-natured old woman was (landing by, who hardly found 
time to fpeak to us, being moft eagerly engaged in chewing 
a fufficient quantity for prefent ufe. She every now and 
then emptied her mouth into a large pot, which was nearly 
full of the chewed caflabi, and already in a ftate of fermen- 
tation. However, I conquered my fqueamifhnefs, took a 
good draught, and found it to be of a very pleafant, refrefli- 
ing tafte, fomething like a mixture of beer, brown fugar, 
and crumbled rye-bread, (called in German, Kalte SchaU.J 
On the 3d we went with the Mimonaries Fifcher and 
Loefche to Auliari^ where we were cordially received by 
the pott-officers* This poft lies in a dark corner among 
the hills, on a fmall rivulet.. Meflrs. Pries and Diezel 
walked with us to the chalk cliffs, the fummit of which is 
a large, open favannah, covered with ftrong grafs; and 
thence to a fmall pleafant wood, where we found an Indian 
hut and garden. The huts of the Arawacks are roomy, 
but nothing more than a roof of leaves fupported by low 
uprights driven into the ground Through the middle 
runs a partition, dividing the hut into two dwellings, one 
for the men and the other for the women. Next to the 
dwelling is the kitchen, fhnilar to the former in. con- 
itru&ion, but without partition. All the furniture of an 
^rawack family confifts in a few ftooh about five or fix 
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inches high, fome large pots, bows and arrows, a gun and 
fome hammocks. In another hut, Indian beer was again 
fet before us, and my wife took courage to tafte it. Hav- 
ing taken a full view of this place, we returned to 
Hoop, much pleafed with the harmony which fubfifts be- 
tween the poft-officers and our Miflionaries. In the follow- 
ing days I entered upon my labors. I fpent much time in 
looking over the old diaries of Ephraim, Pilgerhuth, Sharon 
and Hoop, with a view to make the church-books complete. 
In our MiflionS'Conference on the 7th, it was refolved that 
in future a prayer day be held monthly ; that the Scriptures 
be read publicly in the Arawack language, chapel -fervants 
appointed, conferences held with them, and as foon as pro- 
per perfons might be found, Indian afliftants be appointed* 
On the 8th we fpoke with every individual member of the 
congregation previous to the Holy Sacrament. I attended - 
the Brethren and my wife the Sifters. The Indians fpeak 
much more unrefervedly than the negroes, and therefore 
this bufinefs took up much time. The Miflionaries prefent 
were our interpreters, and we had much pleafure in hear* 
ing the declarations of thefe dear people. " 

On the 10th, the Brethren Fifcher and Loefche with their 
wives, accompanied us to the oppofite bank of the river, 
where our Indian Brethren have an hunting-hut, upon a 
cliff about fixty feet high. From hence I went with the 
two Miflionaries upon a beaten path towards AulibiJJi. By 
the way we difcovered feveral curious forts of wood, efpe- 
cially a great quantity of black ebony, and arrived at laft 
at a clear brook, the water of which appeared blood-red 
from the leaves of trees falling into and colouring it, but 
we found it fweet and wholefome. Having returned 
firft to the hunting-hut, I proceeded with a young Indian 
to look at the land on the river Mepenna, and then we all 
leturned home. 

On 

Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



[ 4M ) 

On the 1 2th I fpoke with each of the European Bre* 
thren feparately, and rejoiced at the earneftnefs and faith* 
fulnefs with which they labor among the Indisui nations iijt 
this wildernefs. Auguft 13th, (being a memorial-day in 
the Brethren*' Unity) we celebrated in the following 
manner. At day-break the Miffionaries met in family wor- 
ship, foon after which the Indian congregation aflembled 
to the ufual morning meeting. The church was crowd* 
ed, arid great attention prevailed during Brother Loefche'g 
difcourfe. At 10 o'clock the congregation met to the' 
baptifm of two men and one woman. They were 
drefled in white (hirts, and feated upon three ftools before 
the congregation* After the fermon, Brother Fifcher dur* 
ing the ufual Liturgy, baptised the young Indian woman, 
Sviorra, and called her Zipor&; I baptized Jrowa, and 
called hiin Mmafli; and Brother Loefche then baptized 
Sdmgu, calling him, Cleophas. The prefence of Jefus 
Chrift, into whofe death thefe converts were now baptized, 
was fo powerfully felt by ua all prefent, that tears of gratis 

w tude rolled down our cheeks. After this tranfa&ion I was ' 
greatly edified, by feeing how cordially the Indian Brethren 
and Sillers congratulated and embraced the new baptized* 
Towards evening the communicants met, and we partook 
or the Lord's Body and Blood in the Holy Sacrament. The 
reverential filence and perfeft good order which prevailed 
at this folcmnity, delighted and aftonilhed me. The fing- 
ingof the chriftian Indians, is fofter and ' more devotional 
than that of our negroe converts. At firft fight it appears 
rather fingular, that the Indians come to church with the 
upper part of their bodies naked, but in a few days on©, 
gets accuftomed to it, and the brown colour of their {kin 

takes off much of that furprize which European cuftoms 
create on the occafion. On the 14th, at break of day, we 

attended the Liturgy of Thankfgiving, foon alter which the 

Miffionaries Fifcher and Loefche, and fome Indian Brethren, 

accompanied 
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Accompanied me aerbfs the Corfcntyn, fo fee the plantations 
at AulitiJJi. We walked through the woods upon a narrow 
but well-beaten path, eroding feveral (mail hills and dales* 
On a fudden we were accofted by a forcerer, who ftepped 
unexpe&edly out of the wood* His hair was cut Ihort, his 
whole head painted with vermilHon, his body ornamented 
all over with black and red (breaks* arid in his right hand 
he held a formidable tomahawk. This fight was the fore-» 
runner of one ftill more unwelcome 16 us, for as we pro-i 
ceeded to Morremorribiffit and approached the dwelling?, 
our ears were aflailed by the dreadful yellihgs of an hea- 
theni(h feaft. I cannot defcribe in words the impreflion 
made upon me, when my eyes beheld the mo ft (hoc king 
abominations pra£lifed without difguife, smd the cruel ty- 
ranny of Satan over thefe poor heathens. My blood feem* 
ed to boil within me, my heart was rent with anguifh, and I 
could fcarce refrain from burfting into a flood of tears. 
Nor am I able to give you a proper idea of thefe wild or- 
gies ; however I will attempt it. 

On a pleafant open fpot in the wood, which had previ* 
oufly been cleared of the grafs, flood two Indian houfes 
without partitions; one for the men, the other for the we- 
men. Both fexes were naked, and moft horridly painted 
all over with black and vermillien ftreaks. They were or* 
namented with bracelets made of feathers, twifted grafs, or 
fnrs ; each, according to his peculiar fancy, endeavoring 10 
render his appearance as frightful as poflible. The men 
had their legs adorned with rings of fmall bells, which beat 
time to the motion of their feet in dancing. Their tinkling 
was accompanied by a fhrieking cry or howl, and each held 
a ftrong whip in his hand, adorned wkh many taffeta. One 
principal part of the jeft is this, that every One who mean* 
to enter the lifts, receives with great force a lafc acrofs tho 
tafars pf his legs; after wfekh the whip is derated to him 

tp 
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to return the compliment in his beft manner. Moft of 
them appear with fwollen or lacerated legs, but not one venu- 
tures to fliow the leaft fign of pain, left he fhould lofe his 
reputation as a brave man. However we faw feveral wkb 
tears in their eyes, fcarcely able to fupport the anguifli. 
When we arrived, our Indians were fpared, the heathen 
never confidering them as belonging to their parties ; but 
foon after us the abovementioned forcerer and bis gang 
. came to the fpot. He was permitted to enter the houfe 
without receiving any injury, but each of his followers were 
welcomed in the manner defcribed. Mean while a death- 
fong was fung in one of the houfes, the aim of this fefti- 
vity being to forget, (or ceafe mourning for) a departed re- 
lation. To this tune fome were engaged in beating time, 
for which purpofe they held hideous figures hung wkh 
bells in their hands. The mafter of the houfe took great 
pains to fliow us a number of ridiculous and frightful 
figures, ufed in this folemnity, but from which we turned 
our eyes with difguft. Indian beer was continually 
.handed about, which, taken in any quantity, is very 
intoxicating. It is prepared in large troughs for the occa- 
fion, and when the people get drunk, the wounds in their 
legs bring on quarrels, which generally end in broken heads 
or bloody nofes. We left this fcene of riot and debauchery 
with earneft prayers to God, foon to deliver thefe wretched 
Haves of Satan from his cruel tyranny, and proceeded to 
the caffabi plantations at Aulibifli. They look very plea*; 
fant, and' not unlike the vineyards of Europe.* In the after* 
noon we returned to Hoop. 

On the 17th, Bernhard departed this life moft gently* 
end entered rejoicing into the joy of the Lord. I was pre- 
fent when he drew his laft breath, and mingled my tears 
with thofe of a great number of Indian Brethren and Sifters 
prefent. His departure capfed a great emotion throughout 

the 
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the whole congregation, for he was beloved by all, efpecially 
by the Miflionaries, who valued him as a me ft ufeful affiftant. 
After the ufual Sunday's fervice to-day, the chil4ren had a 
feparate meeting.* A very decent coffin and grave having 
been mad* by the Indian Brethren, the remains of .pur late 
Bertihard were interred at five in the afternoon, when a 
numerous company aft ended the funeral* 

On the rikh, Brother Fifcher accompanied me an ^ 
journey to Aporto, where our Indian Brethren. have taade 
a plantation of beriaoas. We afcended the river Corentyri, 
which ha|? here many windings, and in fome places i$ very 
wide, with hu^ge iflands. Its woody bank* fcern uninhfc- 

. btted, and not an knife was to be feen for many m\\e& 9 
though now and then we observed a foKtary hut, abnoft 
hid in the thicket. The return of the tide obliged- us im 
take up ot*r quarters for the night (boner than we intended*; 
when owr Indians landed, and following a foot-path through 
the wood, found an empty hut, where flie^ huog ut 
their hammocks and fpent the night ; but we chofe rather to 
ftay in the boat. On the 19th early we arrived at Aporn>, 
and firft vifited an hut in which a large party of Garibtf 

. Jotlged- The father of the family welcomed us in the Int 
dian manner with great cordiality, without flirting from his 
hammock. From hence we went to the benanas plantation-, 
which lies farther in the wood. The land hereabouts- is 
undoubtedly more fruitful than that at Hoop, but yet ve*f 
hard and loairiy. Having taken a view of the country we 
returned to the Caribs. They were very troublcfome, and 
even worfe than the free negroes, with begging and afKing 
for every thing they faw. In the afternoon we fet out* on 
our return and caiiie late t© our night's lodging* It was. a 
fine flat- light joight, anid we found here two b'onaius, whidi 
are roofs of palm-Jeay^s fup^orted by ,poice, purpdfHy in* 
tenddd for tbfc coevenfenq* of tfavellerb; :We. twjo 4 white 
K k k Brethren 
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Brethren occupied one and our Indians the other. Timothy, 
a clever and lively youth, hung his hamihock between two 
trees, next to our fleeping-phce, that he mijht be ready to 
help us in cafe We were attacked by tigers or other noxious 
animate. 1 Was much difpofed to deep, or the crjr of a 
pdifonbus lizard clofe to oiir hut would have kept me long 
awake, this being the firft time I lay in a wild foreft. But 
had I been in the beft chamber of a well-fecured caftle, 1 
could not have flept better. When I awoke on the 20th, I 
felt toy heart pfeduliarly difpofed to thank our Savior, who 
is prefent every wtare to watch over and proteft his chil- 
dren. If we confider what dartgers a man is expofed to in 
liich a wildernefs, from tigers, ferpents, fnakes, and large 
bats, (which are faid to attack people when alleep and fuck 
their blood,) from forty-legs, millepedes, fcorpions and poi- 
fonous lizards, which particularly like to haunt the banabus ; 
and then refleQ, that nothing has interruptecUour repofe, it 
is impoflible for a thinking mind not to overflow with praife 
and thankfgiving. After breakfafl LeonhaVd (howed us the 
country, and brought us to a delightful favannah covered 
with rich grafs and the moll beautiful flowers," a fight pecu* 
liarly delightful in the midft of fo wild a foreft. Mean* 
while one of our Indians had (hot a bird, and another a fifh 
with a javelin, which hunger taught us to relifti as a great 
delicacy. Should ever the unfruitfulnefs of the land at 
Hoop and the great di fiance of the caflabi-grounds occa- 
fion a tranflocation of the fettlement, this place feems to 
toe to be the moll fuitable. The river alfo is here clearer 
and fuller of fi(h. In the evenirjg we returned home. 

On the 22d I felt unwell, with fever-heat, and head-ach, 
and was apprehenfive that I fliould be ferioufly ill, but on 
the 23d I could thank the Lord that I was perfefily reftored 
to health and fptrits, and on the '24th Brother Fifcher and 
I went or a vifit to the Mepcnna. In the following days 1 

was 
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was ufefully employed at home, and in my leifure hours, 
fet up a fun-dial for the ufe of the fettlement. We alwaya 
attended the meetings of the congregation, and though ta 
our forrow we did not underftand the Arawack language, 
we felt the prefence of God amongft this people, and re- 
ceived rich blef&ngs, fo that we fhal I retain an abiding im* 
predion of them. Sometimes indeed I delivered a dif. 
courfe, Brother Fifcher being my interpreter. I alfo fre- 
quently vifited all the families, and, left I fhould feem un-. 
fociable, ate and drank whatever wa$ fet before me. They 
place all victuals upon the ground before a vifitor. To me, 
indeed they prefented pounded fait, but for themfelves 
they have a piece of rock-falt which each licks in his turn.,. 
September 3d, the whole congregation met to a Love-feaft r 
tp take lpave of us. We felt quite at home among thefe 
dear people, and they heard with great* attention, when 
Brother Fifcher interpreted the good wiflies I expreffed for 
them, and my exhortations to faithfulnefs and daily reliance 
upon the *£erey and power of our Savior, On the 4th we 
bad afolemn farewell meeting wuh the Mtffionaries, with, 
prayer and fupplication, ,^nd on the 5th (ft out on our re*, 
turn to Par^jnaribo, Brother Locfche and nine Indian Bre«. 
thren accompanying us in a boat, laden with building ma-r 
terials. Towards evening we arrived at the Kutvi Creek t 5 

which we entered, to feek the (cite of the old }sli (Ron* fettle- j 

ment, polled pphraim; Lponhard, who had lived ib$r$ 9 be» 
ing our cpnduftpr. We found the place overgrown with, 
largp trees, find coul4 plainly diftinguifti the marks of for*, I 

mer plantations. There were alfo many benanas and cocoa, 
trees bearing a great quantity p£ fruit ^ but very few remains 
of the dwellings are yifible t We dined under a grove of 
young palm-trees, and flept to-night on board. On the 6th j 

early we reached Parrot's Ifland, entered the open fea with 
g fair wind, went ijito the river Mikiali, \h$ bajiks of which 
Kkkr an 
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*r£ very pleafant, and' having fattened our boat to a tree, 
took up otfr quarters for the fecond night. On the 7th we 
Reached the mouth of the Maradakka river, which empties 
kfelf into the Mikiali, where we were obliged t<* halt, the 
tide having turned again ft us. The Indians foon cleared a 
fpot of ground, knd fpread hammocks under the (hade of a 
grove of palra-tirees for us to fit down, and while Brother 
Loefche atid my wife cooked the dinner, I made a table of 
palm brinfches, laid acrofs fome forked flicks fined to 
the ground. Palm*trees are here in great abundance on 
^ach fide of the Mikiali. A hoft of toonktes, and a grett 
number of land and fea birds hovered around us. The In- 
dians (hot here an heron, having a bill uncommonly (harp 
and long,*with which it can pierce its prey a confidence depth 
below the furfectf of the water. We were now in a wildef- 
liefe wholly fbrfaken by man, and after our ufual evening 
prayfers and the finging of an hymn, lay down to reft. On 
the 8th early our Indians went a hunting but got nothing. 
Aftet- rowing' on for fome time, they landed again andfluK 
a deer; part of which was foon drefled and eaten with great 
tliankfttlnefs to God. From hence the river is fo narrow, 
that two large boats like otrrs could hardly pafs each other. 
The palm-trees were feen no more, but a very high and 
majeftic wood furtounded us. The moon (hone bright, and 
we rowed, as it were, in a fhady avenue of lofty trees till 
foUr in the morning of the 9th. During the night the roar 
of a tiger atormed us a little. As foon as the tide turned, 
our Indians went for three hours to reft, and then entered 
another riverto the left. In the evening we reached the 
lingular c*naf, formed by nature, by which the Mikiali is 
joined to the PPayombe. The entrance into this river is fo 
narrow, that it often happens that the high trees on its 
banks obftruft the paflage by their fall, and we were ob- 
liged twice to ctrt our way through them. We were glad 

to 
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to fee again an Indian family in this wiktertafa, £flM 
ing in a r#r>L»r. On the loth early, having entered th* 
Wayombe, which, by receiving a considerable nunfber of 
brooks, become* a targe river, we were ama&d for Came 
time with the river-ottert or waterlogs, which appear with 
flfeir heaife above water, their months open, and a face 
much like a pug-dog. One of <m Indians, Barvntm*, 
having a knack of imitating the cry o£ ,$Xl animals, 
drew many of thefe creatures towaads u% till a (hot being 
fired at oiieof them in vain, they aU infontlydifappeared. 
At dofk, .to our aftorrifhment, Bmunatna f by the fame tridb 
decoyed anoWlaf a very lingular appearance quite clofetooat 
boat. * Having rdwed aU night, we faluted the fir ft poll by fiiu 
fag with the large mufquetoon five times fiicccflivety. They 
hsid heard of" our atpproaeh from feme Indiana whopaffed 
us in the night, and retiirned oar falute by a double number 
M (hot. We were here very cordially received By Mr 
Wiedner, an did Friend of tjie Miftonaries, who has been? 
at this poft ever fince the yea* i?6o. He and his brother-, 
officers preffeii us to dine with them, and as feme repair* 
were wtatftig to our pump,' we ftaid with them an hour or 
two.- * ' 

' In the afternoon vre proceeded down the river Wayombe, 
much amufed by the great variety of beautiful birds in the 
adjoining woods. About midnight we arrived at the influx 
of the Wayombe into the Copename, a broad and ftately 
river. A number of fmaller rivers join the Copename, 
among which we particularly rioticed the AttMfntAa % the 
banks of which are inhabited by the Carbuck tribe, a race 
produced by the intermarriage- of negroes and Caribt. - At 
proper flat ions there are (beds erefted for travellers alt down 
the banks of the Copename. The next day the wind 
brought ftich an incredible number* of fmall white butter* 
flies acrofs the river, that, had not the fun 4hone, we raighf- 

have 
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have imagined ourfeives in a thick fliowfcr of fnow. Sea* 
fowl erf every kind now made their appearance, .which wkh 
the va$ width of the river and the turbulence of the waves, 
convinced u* that we .were fall approaching the ocean. , At 
three in the afternoon we caft anchor to wait the return" of 
the ebb, and in the evening proceeded raoft rapidly, with 
the current. In rowing along we fung the hymn, O head fo 
full of bruifes, Sec. (Hymn-book. p. 24.) with peculiar emotion 
pf heart. As foon as the. moon rote, we faw the open fea 
before 115, paffed the mouth of the Sarameca, and about, mid- 
night caft. anchor. . The next day the wind rofe to 3 perfe& 
florin, and our little bark, was to.ffed tp.apd.fro by the 
wave*. In the evening th« wind ftiifted fo as tp prevent 
qur proceeding. Jt is dreadful, for , people not ^cyftomed 
to it, and dangerous in itfelf, to be in the mid ft of a furious 
fea in fo fmall a v^ffel, and we prayed moft fervently to th^ 
Lord,, whpni wind and waves obey, to be pur prote&or and 
deliverer, which he anfwered by filling, our hearts witlr 
peace 4nd comfort. K Wx now, endpavored,, by rowing, ta 
teach a roud-bahk, upon which there is always finootli, 
-water* but in vain. . At laft wc; were forced to turn, back, 
and found a fmall one, which feemed to afford us but little 
(belter. We prayed tha£ the Lord might, command peace 
to th^ troubled fea, that our poor. Indians, who were naked 
and wet, and: quite fpent with rowing, might have fame, 
reft, and He heard us ; the ftorm abated, and before mid* 
night it grew fo calm, that the Indians not only got reft, 
but caught a large fiQi and made a hearty meal* On the 
14th we proceeded with a .fine land-breeze. To-day the* 
Indians were curious to examine my pocket-compajs, 
and when I ftiowed them that by moving a piece of iron, 
upon the glafe, I could 'draw the needle to any point J 
pleafed, they wiftied to make the fame experiment; one 
applied a piece of wood, another a benana, &c. and nothing 

aftoniftcd 
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fcftoniflied them more, than that iron only (hould have that 
power. We were furprized in turn, when in the afternoon, 
pafling over a fboal, about five Englifh miles from the coaft, 
our Indians all leaped out of the boat, and dragged it by 
a ropt for feveral hours, fometimes up to their chins in the 
water. The tide turning, this kind of navigation was no 
more pra&icable, and we caft anchor, expe&ing a quiet 
night. But fuddenly after fun-fet the wind rofe by degrees 
to a dreadful ftorm. We fpentthe night fleeplefs, and our 
Wearied Indians were wholly engaged with pumping. All 
otir cloaths and mattraffes were foaking wet, which was 
particularly inconvenient, as my wife was ill. On the 15th 
the ftorm abated, and we reached the outermoft promon- 
tory of the mouth of the Surinam, where we were obliged 
to fpend one night more at fea. It was as dreadful as the 
former, for the ftorm returned with fun-fet. Our poor In- 
dians wanted reft more than we, and even fuffered hunger, 
for our ftock of provisions was fpent. But they are a cheerful 
people, who never perplex their minds about trifles. Hav- 
ing nothing to eat, thofe who were not engaged at the pump 
comforted themfelves with the twang of their jews-harps, 
without which they never ftir out. On the 16th the wind 
became favorable and we entered the Surinam, thanking 
God who again fafely brought us to our home, and mani- 
fefted his love and mercy towards us on this voyage in 
numberlefs ways. We rejoiced at his work among the In- 
dians we had vifited, and fent up fervent prayers to him in 
their behalf. About two in the afternoon we arrived with 
our Brethren at Paramaribo. 

N. B, The plant, called Bufch Tau (Wood Rope) p. 420, 
1* *3* of which we could not fifhd the proper Englifh name, 
is of that genus, which attaches itfelf to other plants; and 
this, by twitting around all the trees within its reach, forms, 
s* it were, an impenetrable net-work, v 
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VARIOUS ACCOUNTS. 

U Xiy letters from Bethleheta in Pennfylvania, of Jura 
•*-* 1796, we received fome account of our Indian 
fccngregatitm at Fairfield, iti Canada. The Miffionarie* 
ti. ZeHberger and G. Senfeman, wrke : ; 

•* ^e are, thanks to God, all well, and in our catling 

* eontmue to experience His Meffiftg afcd ftipport, labor-* 
u ing chearftrily, according to the meafare of grace and 

* atttky He bdlows upon as, and (taking to preserve for 
** Him the precious flock he has here gained and committed 
•• rnito our care. It is our hearts* wi&, that as now peace 
44 is eftabfifhed between the American States and the Norths 
u Weft Indians, the latter may again begin to enquire after 
•* the way of fal vation ; and O ! that the fields may foon appear 
" ripe for the harveft. As to the heathen, we feem here to be 
•' furrounded with barren ground, and not to have any 
w profpeft of reaping for our Savior. Our connexion with 
M the Delaware Nation is cut off, and theChippeways ha*e 
" no ears to hear the Gofpel. But this we can fay, that 
•* amidft* all imperfeftions of our Indian congregation, onr 

* Savior's- tove, faithfiibie6 and grace are noft bleffediy 
M made mantfelt aiwoag thcsiu* 

2. All the Miitomfrie* m Antigua, Jamaica, Baifcadoes, 
St. Kkts, and the Dfcmfli Ifiands were welt ffccordiag to 
fte laft letters. 

3. Letters from our feftfementt in Greenland, Arttw 
btrmhuty Uchtcnfds and Licktenau, daurd in June and July 
1796, ment i on , that the Miffionari o s in all places are in 
good health, and that our Savior had Aown great mercy to 
the Greenland congregations in the year pail. In autumn, 
*795i cfpeciaU'y in Oftofier, peroral fevers- were prevalent 
throughout the Country, Twentyweight peribns at Ne**> 
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hitrnbutj feventeen at Lichtenfels, and nine at Lichtenau t 
in all fifty-four, departed this life on that occafion. Among 
this number were fome ufeful Greenland afliftants in both 
places, whofe lofs is much lamented. Two Greenland Bre- 
thren at Lichtenfels and fix at Lichtenau were drowned, 
the former by the overfetting of their k^jaks, and the latter 
by the breaking of the ice under them. Of all* thefe per- 
fons the Miffionaries obferve, that they were true believers, 
and teftified of their faith in, and love to their Redeemer, 
to their laft breath. Among the Miffionaries themfelves, 
love and harmony prevailed, and their labor was rendered 
pleafant to them by daily proofs that it is not in vain in the 
Lord. The winter of 179$ was mild, and the Greenlander* 
could procure a fufficient quantity of provifions. Sinco 
the date of their laft letters, four adults were baptized at 
Lichtenfels, and three at lichtenau. The former congre- 
gation had 334, the latter 354 and Newhermhut 1187 mem- 
bers at the clofe of J795, 

4. The brig Harmony arrived from Labrador on the 13th 
of November, 1796, and brings pleafing accounts of our 
fettlements on that coaft, which will ihortly be commu* 
nicated, 
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Cty/ ofQood Hope. Accounts from C. 56, 122, 165, 207V 

244, i66, 871/316, 83 6 *347» 4°7\ 
Certificate of Baptifin. 14. 
Chapel, opening of a new C. in St. Kitt's. 17. 
Charibbs. See DaehneVLSfe. 3^, 329. 
Chipaway Indian tribe. The firft C. enquiring after God. 37, 
Communion Hblyi Wlat peifoni admitted to it. to. 
Conferences. 10. 

Om* 5/. See Danilh Weft India IQands. 
CuJloms % no plea for deviations. 11. 

d: 

2>*/W,,Lewis Chriftopher, fmLife^ 317.^ 

Danijb Wfeft India IQands, St. Thomas, St. Croix, Su Jaiu 
"Accounts from thence. 42, 54, 83, 117, 152, 164, 
229, 242, 264,. 315; %&1 4*5- 

Discipline of the Church. 12. 

Doclrine of the Miflionaries. ' 7. 

E. 

tftfftfAjiwfc iiif St. Kitt'a. 1 1^3. 

Eckejbudvf, ah' Ottawa <Cftef, /his nfeffage. f t$o. 

jfofattv Jahn Gottlieb,' Miffit»2^ J iir J Greetifend. His de- 
ceafe. 163. Narrative oP|l& Life. : 238. 

Efther; an EFquiibaux, amount of 3ier. * '193. 

Esquimaux Indians. See Labrador. 

httwein John, his letter concerning the'Ihiiiafi Congrega- 
tion. 52. < 

F. 

PairfieU in Canada. See North American Indians. 
Fifcher, John Jacob, J Nfiffidharjr at ' Hoop. * His fetters. 



97,^30. 
'Wjt. Tk 



Friends. Their kindnefs to the believing Indians. 209. 
Fritz; John, his acWbnt ofBrbther Montgomery's dtfath. 78. 

G. 

Gaures, in Perfia. Attempt to eftablifh a Miffion among ft 

them. 389.. 
Gelelemindy alias KHlbuck, an Indian Chief, hie converfion. 

*5, 35- 
Greenland, Accounts from Q»55t %9\i tl8. -163, -aio, 
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H. 

Hamlhdn John; fcfcgige* th* Brethren td begin a Miffion in 
Tobago. 67, 71. v 

HtUna > firft fruits of the Hottentots. ^44. 

Helpers appointed. 10. 

Hecker C. F. W's attempt to go to Perfia. *8o. 

Ho/man Nicolas. Letters concerning Barbadoes. 260- 

f/## #» /A* Ctrentyn, Se# Surinam. Letter from H. 97, 419. 

HtpedaU. See Labrador. 

Hottentots. See Cape of Good Hope. Description of 
them. 170. Lift of thofe left by Geo. Schmidt. 174. 
Account of them, 4144. Diary of renewal of the Mil- 
lion among them. 271. 

Hurricane aT St. Kitt's. 109,227. In the Danifli Weft 
India Iflands. 229. In Antigua. 342. 

J. 

Jamaica, Accounts from J. 43. 55, 83, 120, 165, 210, 405. 
Jan St. See Danifli Weft India Iflands. 
Indian Chiefs, arrive at Nazareth. 112, 151, 165. 
Indians, in North America. ' Diary of their proceedings in 
' 17^68; 19. Their retreat into Canada. 95. Accounts. 

I08, 120. Diary. 125. Accounts. 152, 165. Diary. 
* V5- Accounts. 209,228,268,315,346,434. 
Jojhua. Firft fruits of the Hottentots baptized. 172. 
Jfpaban. Hokker's arrival at I. 397. 

K.. 
Kirklan4> Reverend Mr. arrives with Indians at Nazareth, 

"2, 152. 
Kitt's St. opening of a Chapel, built there in 1789. 17. 

Accounts from St. K. , 42, 83, 120, 153,- 164, 227, 

M3» 2g 4» 3 X 5> 345» 4° 6 - 
Kriegel/iein, * David, his deceafe. 220. Account of. hi* 

Life. 221. 
Kuehnel % John Chriftian. See Cape of Good Hope. 

L. 
Labrador, Letters from. 45, 85, 155, 211, 247; .349, 435., 
Languages of the heathen. 8. 
Laymen ufed as Miflionaries. 6. 
Licbtenau. See Greenland. 
Lichtenfels. See Greenland. 

Lubifch Samuel, his vifitation of the Millions in Surinam, .79, 
L'ur, Reverend Mr. Van L. receives the Miflionaries ?t 

the Cape Town. 165. his deceafe. :2o8, £04. 
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Lift of Miffionaries. 207, 270. 

Infcbty Miffionapy at Hope on the Corentyn. 339. 

M. 
Mar/veldt* Hendrick. See Cape of Good Hope. 
Means of fupporting the Million. 7. 
Meetings of. th$ congregation. 11. 
Montgomery John, Miffionary in Tobago. 67. 
• Afontferrat, Samuel Watfon's vifit to M. 145. 
Motives of the United Brethren in beriming Mcffions • 6. 

. N. . 
Nain. . See Labrador, 

'Negroes, manner of preaching to. them* 11. 
Ntw-Herrnbuty Greenland. See Greenland. 
jffiui-Herrnlmt, St. Thomas. See Dapifh Weft India Iflandi. 

O. 
OAfoJ. See Labrador. 
Ordination of Millenaries. 6. 

P. 
Paramaribo* See Surinam. 
Prt/r, an Indian Chief. 114, 152. 
Petqucttingy a fettlement of the Chriftian Indians, 19. 

Accounts from P. 43, 81. 
Pikinkoyoy a free negro Captain encourages the Miflionaries* 

236. 
Polygamy. 13. 
Prayer Days. II. 

Quanta Creek. South America. 235. 

Reception^ folemn into the congregation of the Brethren. 9.. 

Retrench^ River, Canada. 209. See Indians. 

Rueffer, J. accompanies Hocker to Perfia. 380. Departs 

this life at Damiata. 404. 
S. 
Sacrifice. Description of free Negroe. S. 234. . 
Samuel^ an Indian afliftant, his aodrefs to a Chipaway. 38; 
Sarepta in Ruffian Afia, accounts from S» 105, 267. 
Schmidt Melchior's life. 308. 
Schmidt^ George, Miffionary at the Cape. 56, 122. His 

Diary of 1736, &c. 166. 
Scbneckenburger Nicolas, his deceafe. 266* 
Scbneller, G. C. his letter concerning the hurricane in St. 

. Kitts. 109. 
Schools eftabli&ed, 9. 
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Schlangen rivier. £36. % 

' Sebwaebler John Martin. 124. 
Scriptures. Parts tranflated. 9. , 
Schwinn Daniel. See &£/ of Good Hope. 
Seq/eman Gottlieb. See Indians. ... 
Shibofcb John. Short account of his life. 35, 
Slaves, their behaviour to theflr matters. 15." 
Snakes' Creel, the Milfionaries vifit, S. 267, $j6. 
£ttfV/y for the Furtherance of the Gofpel among the Hea- 
then, eftablifhed in London. 7. 
Society for propagating the Gofpel among the Heathen in 
% North Amenca. 7. Account of its eftabliihment. 40. 

Letter from S. to Society in London, 95. 
Society in the United ti etborlandt fir the Propagation of tb9 

Gofpel. Account of its eftablifhmentj 124. 
Sommlfdyl. See Surinam. 
Staaten- I/land. 164. 
Stach, Matthew, his life. £7. 
.Surinam. Accounts from S. 43. Vifittfion of the Mif- 

fionsthere. 79,97; 11^153,208,231,243,266,316,347. 
T. 
Table of Miffions. 16. 

Tarva Chief, his meflage to- the -believers. 33. 
fbomasy an Indian, account of his converfion. 180. 
Ihomas St. See Danijb JVeJl India Iflands. 
Tobago, accounts from T. 42, 55. Accounts concerning 

the beginning of a Minion. 67, 119. . 

Trabant John Peter, his deceafe at Bambey. 243. 
Tranquebar, Eaft Indies, account* from T. 56, 82, 110 

i$i, 163* 208, 267. * f y * 

Tfchirpey fucceeds S. Watfon in Antigua. 228. Letter. 342, 
TuglawinO) an Efquimaux, account of T. 254. 

v • 
Voegtle, Miffionary at Hope on the Corentyn. 339. Departs 

this life. 406. 
Voyage of Miffionaries to Tranquebar. 84. To the Cape 

of Good Hope. 153. Of the Harmony to and from 

Labrador. 2^. Gf Brother Wied to Hoop on the 

Corentyn. 417. 

W. 
Watjon Samuel, fucceeds as firft Miffionary in Antigua. 82. 

Hisdejiafe. 150,201. Narrative of his life. 202. 
fried, ^ Miffionary, liis voyage to, and account of Hope Oft 

the Corentyn. 417. 
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^«, ^i$5<>n^ at Bambey, Lis letter. 340. 
WUHani) an Indian affiftant, his deafr. 130. 

Z; . \ 

Zeffierger D^viJ. $ec the Diaries and Accounts from 

North American Indiana, 
Z$rn George. 265. * 



■ ■ ■ ■■ 1 ■ 1 1 ■ i ' 1 ■ . i , i 4 

jfumhrs of the Periodical Accounts contained in lk+ 
SfrjkVohmt) began Augvfi .1790. 

No* Page.. 

( I. - Began * 

II. ...... ...... 1; 

III. * 45 

IV . i, 61 

V. . 85 

c , . VI. ....109 

VII. . ^i«5 

VIII . 155 

IX. t6g 

X 195 

XL ......211 

xii tgi 

XIII Mfr. 

XIV .,....^27t 

XV 31$ 

XVI ,.,-,.889 

XVII. ., 379 

XyUI»0a**»»j»«j»»»4!A 
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